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The Birth of the Buddha

ong ago, King Suddhodana and When the time came for her baby to be born,

his wife Queen Maya ruled a Queen Maya set off for her father’s home in

small kingdom in the north of the next-door kingdom. This was the custom

India. They lived in a at the time. On the way, she stopped to rest
magniﬁcent palace in the beautiful city of in the beautiful ga.rden of Lumbini, which was
Kapilavastu, the capita] of the kingdom. filled with flowers, and fruit trees, birds and

One night, Queen Maya had a dream. bees. There she gave birth to her son.

She dreamt that she saw a dazz]ing light It was a clear May night and the Moon
shining down from the sky, and out of the shone round and full in the sky. Angels <
]ight came a pure white elephant with a wrapped the bab}r in a fine, soft shawl andw «
lotus blossom in its trunk. When Queen showered him with sweet-smelling rose

Maya woke up, she remembered her dream

and was filled with joy. But what did her : ' .D

dream mean? The king summoned four ol :

wise men to the palace and asked them

to exp]ain. : -
“Oh, your majesties,” the wise men said.

“This is wonderful new, 1nd;ee]cﬁl:0r
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