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HESE two lectures might better perhaps be

described as one lecture in parts for I am

really going to try and give you in the two

a connected tracing of the progress of the soul

There i s so much confusion in thought as to the

origin of the individual as to what the individual

re l ly means as to how he is developed and what

is to be h is ul t imate dest iny that I thought I could

take no better subj ect for a Lo ge which ought to
be a Lodge of student s than to trace out somewhat
in detai l th is most important matter i n the l ight of

Theosophy Important beca se on i t turns your

whole view of the purpose of the Universe and if

the growth of the Sou l were bet ter understood than

it is we should not hear the cont inual uest ions

asked as to why there should be a Un iverse at al l

and why there should be man ifestat ion why i f

everything comes out of and goes back to
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again why this intermediate condit ion mult i

should occur The whole of these uest ion s

real ly turn on misunderstanding or on lack of

accurate knowledge and it is to the clearing up of

that misunderstanding that I am going to address

mysel f to n ight and th is n ight week

I n order to make the origin of the individual

clear I must ask you to come back with me to the

t ime when the human race was evolving but when

as yet the individual had not come into ex i stence
ome back to what you know in Theosophical l i tera

ture as the first Race man may remember

that according to the teachings which you find in

and in the great Scriptures of the

world you may remember that the fi rst Race had

its bodies bu il t up as it were round a form that is

said to have been derived from the Moon The

itris or ancestors who af orded the first matrix for

humanity who give t he first ethereal form through

and by the of which the physical in man was

to evolve those are spoken of as the Lunar itr is

because of thei r connect ion with the Moon Into

that connect ion I have not t ime to go in detai l but

the traces of it are around you on every s ide at the

present t ime You must be perfect ly well aware

that the effect of the Moon upon the Earth is

marked and constant and above al l you may



not ice that i t is the measure in t ime of al l great

physiological periods The fact that you st i l l find

that to be the case after so many mil l ions of years

should mak it at least not surpris ing to you when

you read in ancien t books that there is a causal

relat ion between the Moon and the Earth and

between the ancestors of humanity and forms of

l iving beings who ex isted on the lu ar globe in ages
gone by

Now these Lunar itris that came and proj ected

their astral forms as it is said in order that the first

Race of man might develop came to the Earth th is

Earth on which we are now which is the central

globe in the ring of globes and they came to

far we need trouble about i t to n ight for the
Fourth Round of course not for the fi r t t ime but
I am ignoring the first three Rounds When they

arrived at th is globe for the Fourth Round they

threw out these shadows ethereal bodies as they
are called The reason and I may as well mention

it in passing why an ethereal body or body of

astral matter should i n poin t of t ime come before

the physical body that we know is that you cannot

have any vital energies at work you cannot have

any electrical or magnet ic currents or any of those

current which have to do with the various pheno

m na of l if and of chemical act ion w ithout the
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