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B DEA is the t itle now commonly given to the
reat collect ion o f funerary texts which the ancient gyptian

c ibes composed for the bene t o f the dead These consist o f
spells and ncantations h mns l itanies magical formulae

names words o f power and prayers and they are found
or pa i ted on w l s o f pyramids and tombs and pa inted

on co f ns and s rcophagi and ro lls o f papyri The t itle Book
the Dead is omewhat unsatisfacto y and m isleading for

the text s ne ither form a connected ork nor be long to one
period they are m i cellaneous in ch acter and te l us nothing
about the l ives and works o f the de d with whom they were
uried Moreove the gypt ians posse ssed many funerary
work that m ght rightly be called Books of the Dead but

one o f them bore a name that c uld be t anslated by the t itle
Book of the Dead This t itle was given to the great co lee
t on o f funerary texts in the rst uarter o f the nineteenth
entury by the pione r g ptologists who possessed no exact
knowle ge o f the ir contents They were fami iar with the ro lls
of apyrus inscribed in the hie oglyphic and the hierat ic
haracter for copies of several had been published but the

texts in them were short and fragmentary The publicat ion o f
Facsim ile o f the Papyrus of Pe ta Amen tau i by
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THE BOO OF THE DEAD

M Cadet in made a long hieroglyphic text and numerou
coloured vig ettes available for study and the French gypto

described it a copy of the ituel Fun raire of the

ancient gyptians Among these Champol ion Jeune

but later on r turn from gypt he and others ca led it

Le Livre des Morts The Book of the Dead
buch etc These t itles are merely translations of the name

given by the gyptian tomb robbers to every roll of inscribed

papyrus which they found with mummies namely K it b
Mayyit Book of the dead man or

Book of the dead These men knew nothing of

contents of such a ro ll and all they meant to was that it

a dead man s book and that it was found in his co

with him
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PRESER ATION OF THE MUMM IFIED BOD IN THE TOM
THOTH

The b ect s found in the graves of the predynastic gyptians

vessels of food flint knives and other weapons etc prov

that these early dwellers in the Nile a ley be lieved in some
kind of a future existence But as the art of writ ing
unk own to them their graves contain no inscript ions and we

can only infer f om texts of the dynastic pe od what their idea
about the Other orld were It clear that they did not

consider it of great importance to preserve the dead body in as

complete and perfect state possible for in many of their

graves the heads hands and feet have been found severed from

the trunks and lying at some distance from them On the other

hand the dynastic gyptians either as the result of a di ference

in religious belief or under the influence of invaders who had

s ttled in their country attached supreme importance to the

preservation and integrity of the dead body and they adopted

every means known to them to prevent its dismemberment and

decay They clea sed it and embalmed it with drugs spices and

balsams they anointed it with aromatic o ils and preservative
fluids they swathed it in hundreds of yards of linen bandages

and then they sealed it up in a cof n or sarcophag s which they

laid in a chamber hewn in the bowels of the mountain All
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these thi gs were done to protect the physical body against
da p dry rot and decay and against the attacks of moth

beetles worms and w ld animals But these were not the only
enemies of the dead ag inst which precaut ions had to be taken

for both the mum i ed body and the Spiritual element s which
had inhabited it upon earth had to be protected from a mu ltitude

of devils and ends and from the powers of darkness generally
These powers of evil had hideous and terrifying shapes and forms
and their haunts were well known for they inf sted the region
through wh ch the road of the dead lay when passing from

this world to the K i gdom o f Osiris The great gods were

afraid of them and were ob iged to protect themselves by the

use of Spells and magical n mes and words of power wh ich were
compo ed and itten down by Thoth

In fact it was be lieved in very early
t imes in gypt that the Sun god

owed h is c nt inued existence to the

possession of a secret a e with wh ich

Thoth had provided him And each

mo nin the rising sun was menaced
by a fearfu l monster alled

wh ich h idden under the

place of sun se wait n to swal ow up
the olar d sk It was impo sible
even for the Sun to destroy this

reat Devil but by rec it ing each i

the powerfu l spe ll with which
Thoth had provided h im he was able to paralyse all
l mbs and to rise upon this world Since then the great gods

even though benevolently dispo ed towards them were not able
to deliver the dead from the devils that ived upon the bodies

sou ls Spirits shadows and heart s of the dead the gypt ians

decided to invoke the aid o f Thoth on behalf of the ir dead and
to pl ce them under the protect ion of his almighty spells
In pire by Thoth the theologian of anc ient gypt composed

a la e number of fu erary text which were certainly in
gener use under the dyn y about and
were probably well known under Ist dynasty and through
out the whol pe iod of dyna tic h tory Thoth was regarded
the au thor of the Book of the Dead


