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“”







Maurice Marie Émile Leblanc
        
charming, elusive master thief Arsène Lupin left an 

vibrant era of Belle Époque France, Leblanc redefined 
       
          





       

        
        


       
Leblanc’s heart belonged entirely to literature.


     
       
       
       

















The Birth of Arsène Lupin
Leblanc’s destiny changed forever in 1905. Pierre 



  
success of Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes.

      
   
sène Lupin 
d'Arsène Lupin     

      
       
     
         





       

Arsène Lupin  
        



      
      
       

     
        












       
      
Légion d'honneur 







        


 The Extraordinary Adventures of Arsène Lupin, 
    
of the first nine short stories that introduced Lupin’s 


 Arsène Lupin versus 
legendary battle of wits between the world’s greatest 


      
       
        


       
      


      







 
         





      


      
        
   
         
       


        

Arsène Lupin, remains an immortal pop 

   





























  

       
 
corpse bearing the calling card of Arsène Lupin. But for 
        
      
        
   
       —  
—

         
    

          
       


         





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     
Leblanc’s legendary series. Darker,   
       
     
      

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




       

room, took his secretary’s arm and, in an anxious 
“Chapman, someone has been here again.”“Surely not, sir,” protested the secretary. “You have just 
      pocket while we were lunching in the restaurant.”“Chapman, someone has been here again,” Mr. Kesselbach 
“Look, I can prove it. That bag was shut. It is now open.”
“Are you quite sure that you shut it, sir? Besides, the bag 


…”“It contains nothing else, because I took my pocketbook 
… But for 
 … No, Chapman, I tell you, someone has been here while we were at lunch.”
          






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“Hallo!… I’m Mr. Kesselbach.… Suite 415… That’s right.… Mademoiselle, would you please put me on to the 
… the detective department.… I know 
… one second… Ah, here … I’ll hold the line.”
“Are you 822.48? I should like a word with M. 

     service. My name’s 
… Hullo!… Yes, the chief detective knows what it’s about. H… Oh, he’s 
… To whom am I speaking?… Detective
… You were there yesterday, were you not, when I 

… Someone 
          
… In 
… You have only to ask for 
… Thank you again.”


      
         
        

         
        
       
de Judée
         

        
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         



           
        

       
       


         
       
           

Rue de Judée
      the neighboring rooms. He went to his secretary’s bedroom: 

          
“I can’t understand it at all, Chapman. Time after tim 
… funny things, as you must admit. 
… The day before 
… And yet how 
…“It is not possible, sir!” cried Chapman, whose honplacid features displayed no anxiety. “You’re imagining things, that’s all. … You have no proof, nothing but 
   … Besides, look here: there is no 


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trust him?”“Of course I do!… He’s been with me for ten years!… But 
           that’s a mistake. He must no    come back.”



       
  


        
“Are you dressed, Edwards? Ah, that’s right! … I am 
     … or, rather, one 
    
           serious work to do.”


      

       

       

“Chapman,” he said, “look what I’ve found on the table. 
      ’s a proof, a material piece of evidence. You can’t pretend now that no 
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            come here of itself.”“Certainly not,” replied the secretary. “It came here through me.”“What do you mean?”“Why, it’s a pin
it mechanically.”
          

“You’re laughing at me, Chapman,    … and you’re quite right.… I won’t deny it, I have been rather… odd, since my last journey to the Cape. It’s because… well… you don’t know the new factor in my life… a tremendous 
… a huge thing… I can only see it, 
… but it’s taking shape for all that… and it will be 
 … Ah, Chapman, you can’t imagine.… Money I don’t care a fig for: I have money, I have too much 
… But this, this means a great deal 
         

   … Rudolf Kesselbach, the son of the 
      
   … He will even 

… and, if ever I…”
 

      





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“You now understand the reasons of my anxiety, 
… Here, in this brain, is an idea that is worth a 
… and this idea is suspected perhaps… and I am 
… I’m convinced …”
“The telephone,” said Chapman.“Could it,” muttered Kesselbach, “by any chance be… ?” He took down the instrument. “Hullo!… Who? The Colonel? Ah, good! Yes, it’s I.… Any news?… Good!… Then I shall 

 …      
… What? No, we shan’t be disturbed.… I will give the 
… It’s as serious as that, is it?… I tell you, 
… my secretary and my man 
 … You know the way, don’t you?… Then don’t lose a minute.”
“Chapman, there are two gentlemen coming. Edwards 

…”“But M. Gourel… the detective… ?”“    … in an hour. … And, even then, there’s no harm in their meeting. So send Edwards down to 
         … 
         
take down the names.”
  

         
       





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  
           
       
“Let us finish the mail, Chapman. We have ten minutes 
   rs. Kesselbach! Why didn’t you tell me of it, Chapman? Didn’t you recognize the handwriting?”


        

           

        Chapman’s ears:“Feeling a little t… Shall keep my room today.… I feel 
… When can I come to you? I am longing for your 
…”“You telegraphed this morning, Chapman? Then Mrs. Kesselbach will be here tomorrow, Wednesday.”


         

         
“There’s someon  the hall door. Go and see who it is.”
“Two gentlemen asking for you, sir. They are the ones.…”
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“I know. Are they there, in the lobby?”“Yes, sir.”“Close the halldoor and don’t open it again except to M. 
       
         speak to the Colonel first, to the Colonel alone.”
        

        



   


         
“What on earth is Chapman doing?” muttered Kesselbach. “The time he wastes in palavering!…”
         

        


“Who are you?”
 —     

      
—“Who am I? Why, the Colonel!”




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“No, no.… The one I cal
… adopted… signature… is not you!”“Yes, yes… the other was only… But, my dear sir, all this, 
    
… am myself. And tha!”“But your name, sir?…”“The Colonel… until further orders.”




“Chapman!”“What a funny idea, to call out! Isn’t my companfor you?”“Chapman!” Mr. Kesselbach cried again. “Chapman! Edwards!”“Chapman! Edwards!” echoed the stranger, in his turn. “What are you doing? You’re wanted!”“Sir, I ask you, I order you to let me pass.”“But, my dear sir, who’s preventing you?”


         
       
“Ed… Chap…”




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            
          


     
        
         

       

        
“Well?” asked the stranger.


“Well? Do you expect they will come, that the whole hotel 
   
is cut!”
       



“Whew!” said the stranger. “So you load your weapons with air and silence?”



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“Three shots more, Lord of the Cape! I shan’t be satisfied till you’ve  up? That’s a pity… you were making excellent practice!”
            

“Won’t you take a seat, my dear sir, andhome? A cigarette? Not for me, thanks: I prefer a cigar.”
          

“Thank you! That’s a perfect cigar. And now let’s have a 
all we?”
       

     … Still, at the sight of his 
         
        



        
“How much?”
 

       
“Marco!”
“Marco, this gentleman is good enough to offer you a few bits of paper for your young woman. Take them, Marco.”




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        
“Now that this question is settled according to your wishes,” resumed the stranger, “let us come to the object of 

        
        
        bag yesterday. Let us proceed in order. The morocco case?”“Burnt.”



“Very well. We shall see about that. And the ebony box?”“Burnt.”“Ah,” he growled, “you’re getting at me, my good man!” He twisted the other’s arm with a pitiless hand. “Yesterday, 
Crédit Lyonnais
        
… let us be exact: safe No. 16, in 
        

           correct?”“Quite.”“Then the box and the pocket    Crédit 
?”“No.”
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“Give me the key of your safe.”“No.”“Marco!”
“Look sharp, Marco! The quadruple knot!”


   

        
“Search him, Marco.”
       


“Capital. No morocco pocketcase?”“No, governor.”“It is in the safe. Mr. Kesselbach, will you tell me the 
ens the lock?”“No.”“You refuse?”“Yes.”“Marco!”“Yes, governor.”“Place the barrel of your revolver against the gentleman’s temple.”
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“It’s there.”“Now put your finger to the trigger.”“Ready.”“Well, Kesselbach, old chap, do you intend to speak?”“No.”“I’ll give you ten seconds, and not one more. Marco!”“Yes, governor.”“In ten seconds, blow out the gentleman’s brains.”“Right you are, governor.”“Kesselbach, I’m counting. One, two, three, four, five, six…”
“You wantto speak?”“Yes.”“You’re just in time. Well, the cipher… the word for the lock?”“Dolor.”“Dolor … Dolor … Mrs. Kesselbach’s name is Dolores, I 

… Marco, go and do as I told you.… No mistake, mind! I’ll repeat it: meet Jérôme at the omnibus 

  Crédit Lyonnais. Jérôme is to walk in 
         
        
?”
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“Yes, governor. But if the safe shouldn’t open; if the word 
…”“Silence, Marco. When you come out of the Crédit 
, you must leave Jérôme, go to your own place and 
         
           
        …  … interview. Kesselbach, you’re quite sure you’re not mistaken?”“Yes.”“That means that you rely upon the futility of the search. We shall see. Be off, Marco!”“Whatabout you, governor?”“I shall stay. Oh, I’m not afraid! I’ve never been in less 
         were positive, Kesselbach, were they not?”“Yes.”“Dash it all, you seemed very eager to get that said! Can 

     …” He stopped to think, looked at his prisoner and concluded, “No… it’s not possible… we shall 
…”


ressed his hand violently on Rudolf Kesselbach’s mouth:“Oh, you old fox, you were expecting someone!”The captive’s eyes gleamed with hope. He could be heard 

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“Hold your tongue, or I’  
… That’s it!”
         

“Why don’t you open the door, Edwards?”
         

“Marco, help me shift these two into the bedroom… over 
… so that they can’t be seen.”
“Good! Now go back to the sittingroom.”


“Why, your man’s not here, Mr. Kesselbach.… No, don’t 
… finish your letter.… I’ll go myself.”
“Mr. Kesselbach?”
         

         
         
“Yes, that’s right. Who shall I say… ?”“Mr. Kesselbach telephoned.… He expects me.…”“Oh, it’s you. … I’ll tell him. … Do you mind waiting a 
… Mr. Kesselbach will speak to you.”




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        

         
         
        Kesselbach’s side and whispered:“We’re done! It’s Gourel, the detective.…”
“No nonsense! I have an idea. But, for God’s sake, Marco, 


… You hear, Marco! You Kesselbach.”


     
         
“You must apologize for me, my dear fellow. Tell M. Gourel I’m awfully sorry, but I’m over head and ears in 
… I will s… yes, at nine o’clock punctually.”“Good!” whispered the other. “Don’t stir.”
         

“Mr. Kesselbach begs you to excuse him. He is finishing an 
 nine o’clock tomorrow morning?”
        less bothered and undecided. The other man’s hand 
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


“Very well. … At nine o’clock tomorrow. … But, all the 
… However, I shall be here at nine tomorrow.…”




“That was jolly cleve      you spoofed him!”“Look alive, Marco, and follow him. If he leaves the hotel, let him be, meet Jérôme at the omnibus… and telephone.”


      
        
      
        
        
“But I mu       introducing myself to you.”And, taking a card from his pocket, he said: “Allow me.… Arsène Lupin, gentlemanburglar.”

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         

“Aha, my dear sir, you breathe again! Arsène Lupin is a 
       
        annexing other people’s property… a mere peccadillo, eh? And what you’re saying to yourself is that he
      … 
         
         I’m not larking at present. Come on, old chap!”
        prisoner’s gag and, speaking very plainly:“Mr. Kesselbach,” he said, “on the day when you arrived in 

        


with you by letter or telephone, should call himself ‘the Colonel.’ I hasten to tell you that Barbareux is a perfectly 
 
     

 
     … in 
   did not find what I was looking for.”
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
       
“Mr. Kesselbach, your instructions to Barbareux were 


   
  
           
           
         enormous importance to this man’s d 
man?”“I don’t know.”



“Very well,” said his adversary, “but you have fuller 
Barbareux.”“I have not.”“You lie, Mr. Kesselbach. Twice, in Barbareux’s presence, you consulted papers contained in the morocco case.”“I did.”“And the case?”“Burnt.”
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  
         
“Burnt? But the box?… Come, own up… confess that the 
Crédit Lyonnais.”“Yes.”“And what’s inside it?”“The finest two hundred diamonds in my private collection.”
“Aha, the finest two hundred diamonds! But, I say, that’s a 

… Yes, that makes you smile.… It’  
… And your secret is worth more than that.… To 
… but to me?…”
        

       




“I dare say you’re hoping that the expedition will come to nothing and that they won’t open the safe?… Very likely, old chap! But, in that case, you’ll have to pay me for my trouble. 

… The diamonds, since diamonds there appear to 
… or else the morocco case.… There’s your dilemma.” He looked at his watch. “Half an hour.… Hang it all!… Fate is 
… But there’s nothing for you to grin at, 
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
… At last!”


         
“Yes, Rudolf Kesselbach… you’re speaking to him.… Yes, 
  … Is that you, Marco?… 
… Did it go off all right?… Excellent!… No hitch?… My 
  … Well, what did you pick up? … The 
… Nothing else?… No papers?… Tut, tut!… And what’s in the box? … Are they fine diamonds? … Capital, 
… One minute, Marco, while I think.… You see, all 
… If I were to tell you my opinion.… Wait, don’t go 
… hold the line.…”
“Mr. Kesselbach, are you keen on your diamonds?”“Yes.”“Would you buy them back of me?”“Possibly.”“For how much? Five hundred thousand francs?”“Five hundred thousand… yes.”“Only, here’s the rub: how are we to make the exchange? 

e? No, you’d swindle me… or else I’d swindle you.… 
Crédit Lyonnais


… I shall have the diamonds in a bag: that’s handier.… 
…”







“No, no… the box, too.… I want everything.…”“Ah,” cried Lupin, shouting with laughter, “you’ve fallen 
… The diamonds you don’t ca… they 
… But you cling to that box as you cling to 
 … Very well, you shall have your box… on the word of Arsène… you shall have it tomorrow morning, by parcel post!”
“Marco, hav        … Is there 

  … Ebony inlaid with ivory.… 
… Japanese, from the Faubourg 
… No mark?… Ah, a little round label, with a 
     … Yes, a shop … no 
… Not very 
… Bother! No false bottom, then?… Look here, Marco: 
… or, rather, no, the lid.” He reveled with delight.“The lid! That’s it, Marco! 
  … We’re burning!… Ah, Kesselbach, old chap, didn’t you see me squinting at you? You silly fellow!” And, to Marco, “Well, what do you 
… A looking… Does i… Is it 
… No!… Well, then, break it.… Yes, yes, I tell you 
… That glass serves no purpose there… it’s been added since!” He lost patience. “Mind your own business, 
… Do as I say!…”
  

 








“Didn’t I tell you, Mr. Kesselbach, that we should find 
… Hullo! Have you done it?… Well?… A letter? 
         Kesselbach’s secret into the bargain!”
 

“Read it to me, Marco, read it to me slowly. … The 
… Good.… Now, repeat.” He him“ ‘Copy of the letter contained in the black morocco case.’ 
      … Have I your permission, Mr. Kesselbach? It’s not very good form, but, 
… Go on, Marco, Mr. Kesselbach gives you leave.… 
… Well, then, read it out.”
“The deuce! That’s not quite as clear as a pikestaff! Listen. I’ll repeat: a plain sheet of paper folded in four, the folds 

… Good.… At the top of the page, on 
right, these words: ‘Five feet nine, left little finger cut.’ 
   … Yes, that’s the description of Master Pierre Leduc. In Kesselbach’s handwriting, I suppose?… Good.… 
‘.’ Marco, my lad, leave the paper as it is and don’t 
    
… Oh, by the way, did you send back the motor for me? Capital! So long!”


        











“We’ve finished joking, Kesselbach. If you don’t speak, it will be the worse for you. Have you made up your mind?”“What about?”“No nonsense, please. Tell me what you know.”“I know nothing.”“You lie. What doesthis word ‘’ mean?”“If I knew, I should not have written it down.”“Very well; but whom or what does it refer to? Where did you copy it? Where did you get it from?”
        

“Listen, Kesselbach, I have a proposal to make to you. 

and Arsène Lupin, prince of burglars, can come to an 
        thieving indoors; you do yours on the Stock Exchange. It’s all much of a muchness. So here we are, Kesselbach. Let’s be partners in this business. I have need of you, because I don’t know what it’s about. You have need of me, because yo
Lupin. Is it a bargain?”
        









“Answer, Kesselbach, is it a bargain? If so, I’ll find your 
. For he’s the man you’re after, eh? Isn’t that the business? Come along, 
        What do you know about him?”
       Kesselbach’s shoulder and, harshly:“One word only. Yes or no?”“No!”He drew a magnificent gold watch from Kesselbach’s fob and placed it on the prisoner’s knees. He unbuttoned Kesselbach’s waistcoat, opened his shirt, uncovered his 


            

“For the last time?”“No!”“Mr. Kesselbach, it is eight minutes to three. If you don’t 
         man!”


   
      

 








       
          
“Mr. Kesselbach did not sleep here last night. We have not seen him since yesterday afternoon.”“But his servant? His secretary?”“We have not seen them either.”“Then they also did not sleep in the hotel?”“I suppose not.”“You suppose not? But you ought to be certain.”“Why? Mr. Kesselbach is not staying in the hotel; he is at 

          inside.”“That’s true.… That’s true.…”
       



“If the chief were here,” he muttered, “if the chief were 
…”


“So you have not seen them come in?”“No.”“But you saw them go out?”







“No, I can’t say I did.”“In that case, how do you know that they went out?”“From a gentleman who called yesterday afternoon.”“A gentleman with a dark mustache?”“Yes. I met him as he was going away, about three o’clock. He said: ‘The people in 415 have gone out. Mr. Kesselbach 
         send his letters on to him there.’ ”“But who was this gentleman? By what right did he speak?”“I don’t know.”
“Have you the key?”“No. Mr. Kesselbach had special keys made.”“Let’s go and look.”
       


“Listen.…… Why, yes… it’s quite distinct.… I hear moans.…”
“But, sir, you have not the right…”“Oh, hang the right!”
          









“Quick, quick, a locksmith!”


         

’s department arrived. Gourel cried:“But why shouldn’t we go in though the adjoining rooms? Do they communicate with this suite?”“Yes; but the communicating doors are always bolted on both sides.”“Then I shall telephone to the detectiveoffice,” said 

“And to the commissary of police,” observed someone.“Yes, if you like,” he replied, in the tone of a gentleman 



         


         
         
       
      
        


“Where’s Mr. Kesselbach?”








          
“He has fainted,” said Gourel, going up to him. “He must have exerted himself beyond his strength.”
 

          
“Why, he’s dead! Feel… his hands are iceat his eyes!”
“An apoplectic stroke, no doubt… or else heartfailure.”“True, there’s no sign of a wound… it’s a natural death.”


          




It was Arsène Lupin’s card, bloodstained like the rest.
      

“Murdered!… Arsène Lupin!… Leave the flat.… Leave the 
… No one must stay here or in the bedroom.… Let the two men be removed and seen to elsewhere!… 
… and don’t touch a thing…“…”












“rsène Lupin!”
       

        Arsène Lupin! The great, the formidable Arsène Lupin. The 
“No, no,” he muttered, “it’s not possible, because he’s 
!”
… was he really dead?Arsène Lupin!
       

         
he had been challenged by a ghost. Arsène 
          
… better not act.… He was bound to make 
          


      All Gourel’s intellectual 

       

        







         
     
        
   
the moment that the chief’s incentive was no longer behind 


  

   
     


“Well, Gourel, what are you dreaming about?”“The chief!”
        

          


       
      
       
      
     
         
       
          
        





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
       
           
        
        
      
         
          
   








—

—  —   

“Speak!”





he produced Lupin’s card, M. Lenormand gave 
“Lupin!”“Yes, Lupin. The brute’s bobbed up again.”
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“That’s all right, that’s all right,” said M. Lenormand, after a moment’s thought.“That’s all right, of course,” said Gourel, who loved to add 

 fault in his eyes was an undue reticence. “That’s all 
          
… And Lupin will meet his master.… Lupin will cease to exist.… Lupin…”“Ferret!” said M. Lenormand, cutting


intelligent animal, working under his master’s eyes. M. 
        
            
          
“Nothing,” said the sergeant, when he finished.“Nothing for you!” grunted M. Lenormand.“That’s what I mea… I know that, for you, chief, 
         
to our score against Master Lupin.”“The first,” observed M. Lenormand.“The first, yes.…But it was bound to come. You can’t lead 
          
     
…”“No, because he was bound.”
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“That’s true,” owned Gourel, somewhat disconce“and it’s rather curious too.… Why kill an adversary who 
    … But, no matter, if I had 
        
…”
 

ent to Mr. Kesselbach’s bedroom, on the right, and tried 
“The windows of both rooms were shut when I came in,” 
“Shut, or just pushed to?”“No one has touched them since. And they are shut, chief.”


       
        
“Arsène Lupin! I am glad that at last a lucky chance has 
  h with that scoundrel again! I’ll show the fellow the stuff I’m made of! … And this time it’s a 
 … It’s a fight between you and me now, Master Lupin!”
        the Princesse de Lamballe’s diadem, nor

          


        

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“The nature of the crime is selfevident,” he declared, with a great air of conviction, “and we shall have no difficulty in 
… M. Lenormand, how 
… I am delighted to see you.…”
         contrary, M. Lenormand’s presence did not please him at all, 

         
    
“So, doctor, you consider that death took place about a 
… That, in fact, was my own 
… We are quite agreed.… And the instrument of the crime?”“A knife with a very thin blade,   d’Instruction,” replied the surgeon. “Look, the blade has been wiped on the dead man’s own handkerchief.…”“Just so… just so… you can see the mark.… And now let us go and question Mr. Kesselbach’s secretary and 
        throw some more light on the case.”
  


   events of the previous day, Mr. Kesselbach’s 
          
“Aha!” cried M. Formerie. “So there’s an accomplice! And 
    … Marco, you say? … This is very 
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important. When we’ve got the accomplice, we shall be a 
…”“Yes, but we’ve not got him,” M. Lenormand ventured to 
“We shall see. … One thing at a time. … And then, Mr. 
       Gourel had rung the bell?”“Yes, we heard him go.”“And after he went, did you hear nothing else?”“Yes… from time to time, but vaguely.… The door was shut.”“And what sort of noises did you hear?”“B…”“Call him by his name, Arsène Lupin.”“Arsène Lupin must have telephoned.”“Capital! We will examine the person of the hotel who has 
       
m go out, too?”“He came in to see if we were still bound; and, a quarter 
       him.”“Yes, as soon as his crime was committed. Good.… Good.… It all fits in.… And, after that?”“After that, we … The night passed.… I fell asleep from exhaustion.… So did Edwards.… And it 
…”
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“Yes, I know.… There, it’s not going badly… it all fits in.…”



“The accomplice … the telephone … the time of the 
 … the sounds that were heard. … Good. … Very 
… We have still to establish… 
           
      anything being broken open?”“No.”“Then the robbery must have been effected upon the 
        found?”“I left it in the pocket of his jacket,” said Gourel.
     

      
 ’s 
“That’s odd. Mr. Chapman, can you tell us if Mr. Kesselbach had any money on him?”“Yes. On the previous day—    
 —  Crédit Lyonnais 
…”“A safe at the Crédit Lyonnais… We must look into that.”
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“And, before we left, Mr. Kesselbach opened a and drew out five or six thousand francs in banknotes.”“Excellent… that tells us just what we want to know.”
“There is another point, Monsieur le Juge d’Instruction


—
   —  
        
          Crédit 
        which he kept a few papers.”“And where is that?”“Before Lupin’s arrival, he put it, in my presence, into that 
bag.”
          

“Ah, everything fits in! … We know the culprit, the conditions and the motive of the crime. This case won’t take long. Are we quite agreed upon everything, M. Lenormand?”“Upon not one single thing.”


         
 



—





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
—    
       
“Still,” he said, “I cansee nothing that isn’t quite simple. 
…”“Why did he commit the murder?” M. Lenormand flung at 
“In order to commit the theft.”“I beg your pardon; the witnesses’ story proves that the 


          
robbed?”



“There are several answers to that.…”“What are they?”“It depends… it depends upon a number of facts as yet 
… And, moreover, the objection applies only to 
          remainder.”“No.”
        

        
        




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
“We all have our theories. I should like to know yours.”“I have none.”
  


… And it was rather curious, in a group in which, after 


          
           
“I should like to inspect the rooms which adjoin this suite.”


        Kesselbach’s, was through the little entrance  

“Let us inspect it,” said M. Lenormand.
   

“But the communicating door is bolted and the window locked.”“Let us inspect it,” repeated M. Lenormand.
     

         


