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



Maurice Marie Émile Leblanc
        
charming, elusive master thief Arsène Lupin left an 
      
 brant era of Belle Époque France, Leblanc 
      






       

        
        
       

        
industry, Leblanc’s heart belonged entirely to literature.

 
        

       
        

      


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

The Birth of Arsène Lupin
Leblanc’s destiny changed forever in 1905. Pierre 

       
       

immense British success of Arthur Conan Doyle’s 




The Arrest of Arsène
d'Arsène Lupin     
        
       
       

         





       

Arsène Lupin
        
      
    


      
      
       
    







      

        
  



   
      
Légion d'honneur





     

 


 The Extraordinary Adventures of Arsène 
    
        
Lupin’s genius, disguises, and daring escapes to the 


 Arsène Lupin versus  
A legendary battle of wits between the world’s greatest 


      
       
        


       
      
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      

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




      

       
    
         

          




 
       
creation, Arsène Lupin, remains an immortal pop
      




























       

     
    
        
world’s most brilliant analytical mind arrives in France 
with a single goal: to capture Arsène Lupin. But the 
  
      
       



across grand châteaux, secret passages, and fog

       
      
         










     
     
      
       
















































 


       

“Just the thing for Suzanne’s birthday present,” thought 
         
       
        
        
        
 

“It is sold,” replied the shopkeeper.“Ah! to this gentleman, I presume?”


         

       
           

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“I beg your pardon, monsieur; I am going to ask you a 

         
desk?”“No, I came across it by chance and it struck my fancy.”“But you do not care for it particularly?”“Oh! I shall keep it—that is all.”“Because it is an antique, perhaps?”“No; because it is convenient,” declared Mon. Gerbois.“In that case, you would consent to exchange it for 
         better condition?”“Oh! this one is in good condition, and I see no object in making an exchange.”“But—”


“I beg of you, monsieur, do not insist.”
“I don’t know how much you paid for it, monsieur, but I offer you double.”“No.”“Three times the amount.”“Oh! that will do,” exclaimed the professor, impatiently; “I don’t wish to sell it.”





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        
An hour later, the desk was delivered at the professor’s 
         
“Here is something for you, Suzanne, provided you like it.”
         nature. She threw her arms around her father’s neck and 

         
        
         
        
       
      
         


  the college. At ten o’clock, in pursuance of her usual 
          
         
         
“And your writing desk—how is it this morning?”“Marvellous! Hortense and I have polished the brass mountings until they look like gold.”“So you are pleased with it?”“Pleased with it! Why, I don’t see how I managed to get 
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ime.”


“Shall we go and take a look at it before breakfast?”“Oh! yes, that’s a splendid idea!”
         

           
“What’s the matter?” stammered Mon. Gerbois.“The writingdesk is gone!”


         
        thief. During Suzanne’s absence, th    
         
   —    
—      
       



    disturbed. Even Suzanne’s purse, which she had left upon 


    


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        
“The young man was greatly provoked at my refusal, and I had an idea that he threatened me as he went away.”



          forty francs at an executor’s sale at Chevreuse, and 
          


        
        
         
“My poor father, what would we have done with that fortune?” asked Suzanne.“My child! with such a fort  advantageous marriage.”
      

       



        
    


         

         
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
       
“Third Drawing of the Press Association Lottery.“No. 514, series 23, draws a million.”


  





       



          

   


“Suzanne! Suzanne!”
 

“Suzanne… the box… the box of envelopes?”“What box?”“The one I bought at the Louvre… one Saturday… it was at the end of that table.”“Don’t you remember, father, we put all those things 
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away together.”“When?”“The evening… you know… th…”“But where?… Tell me, quick!… Where?”“Where? Why, in the writingdesk.”“In the writingdesk that was stolen?”“Yes.”“Oh, … In the stolen desk!”
    


“It contained a million, my child.”“Ah! father, why didn’t you tell me?” she murmured, 
“A million!” he repeated. “It contained the ticket that drew the grand prize in the Press Lottery.”
      

         
“But, father, they will pay you just the same.”“How? On what proof?”“Must you have proof?”“Of course.”“And you haven’t any?”“It was in the box.”
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“In the box that has disappeared.”“Yes; and now the thief will get the money.”“Oh! that would be terrible, father. You must prevent it.”
          

“No, no, he shall not have that million; he shall not have 
            

w!”“What will you do, father?”“Defend our just rights, whatever happens! And we will 
      have them.”
“G RÉDIT 

“R“A

“G.”Almost at the same moment, the Crédit Foncier received 
“N“ARSÈNE .”


         




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extraordinary adventures that mark the life of Arsène 

     
         
ur “national thief,” as he has been so aptly 


  


 “The Blonde Lady,” with those curious episodes which 
       headlines, as follows: “Lottery Ticket No. 514!” … “The 
    Martin!” … “The Blue Diamond!”… The interest created by the intervention of 
      
      
       
newsboys announced: “Arrest of Arsène Lupin!”


         
       
 
    
   

e been Arsène Lupin himself, and also the 
       

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       
name “Arsène Lupin” was in itself a sti



      Crédit Foncier, which established these facts: That ticket 

         
         
   
“And I am that friend,” affirmed Mon. Gerbois.“Prove it,” replied the governor of the Crédit Foncier.“Of course I can prove it. Twenty people can tell you that 
        
    Café de la Placed’Armes  

—simply as an accommodation to him.”“Have you any witnesses to that transaction?”“No.”“Well, how do you expect to prove it?”“By a letter he wrote to me.”“What letter?”“A letter that was pinned to the ticket.”“Produce it.”“It was stolen at the same time as the ticket.”
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“Well, you must find it.”It was soon learned that Arsène Lupin had the letter. A 
       —
           
       —paragraph announced that Arsène Lupin had placed in the 

—


      Arsène Lupin had engaged a lawyer! Arsène Lupin, 
        
         


Arsène Lupin—    —  
      
         
    
       
   
addressed to “My Dear Friend.”“My Dear Friend! that is I,” added Arsène Lupin, in a note attached to Mon. Bessy’s letter. “And the best proof of that fact is that I hold the letter.”


“My Dear Friend! that is I. … Arsène Lupin stole the 
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letter with the lottery ticket.”“Let him prove it!” retorted Lupin to the reporters.“He must have done it, because he stole the writingdesk!” exclaimed Mon. Gerbois before the same reporters.“Let him prove it!” replied Lupin.
       

         Arsène Lupin contrasted strangely with the nervous 

        
“Understand, gentlemen, it was Suzanne’s dowry that 
rascal stole! Personally, I don’t care a straw for it,… but 

         desk contained a treasure!”
          


      
“Nonsense! of course, he knew it… else why would he 
a poor, miserable desk?”“For some unknown reason; but certainly not for a small scrap of paper which was then worth only twenty francs.”“A million francs! He knew it;… he knows everything! 
     —  … He hasn’t 
ou of a million francs!”
        
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    Arsène Lupin a letter, marked “confidential,” which read as 
“

       
           


“I see only one way out of the difficulty: Let us divide the 
     
          
, and an immediate one. I will give you three days’ 
     

        



“In case of your refusal, I shall resort to other measures 
         
  

“Believe me, monsieur, I remain your devoted servant, 
RSÈNE .”
        









“Nothing! He shall have nothing!” he exclaimed, before a crowd of reporters. “To divide    Never! Let him tear up the ticket if he wishes!”“Yet five hundred thousand francs is better than nothing.”“That is not the question. It is a question of my just right, and that right I will establish before the courts.”“What! attack Arsène Lupin? That would be amusing.”“No; but the Crédit Foncier. They must pay me the million francs.”“Without producing the ticket, or, at least, without proving that you bought it?”“That proof exists, since Arsène Lupin admits that he 
desk.”“But would the word of Arsène Lupin carry any weight with the court?”“No matter; I will fight it out.”
     

   


 had not replied to Arsène Lupin’s letter. That was the 













Arsène Lupin dramas is the comic attitude displayed by the Parisian police. Arsène Lupin talks, plans, writes, 




—

         
         

         
     occurred during the course of Suzanne’s walk from the 
         
   the avenue, a young girl corresponding to Suzanne’s 


  


d’Avray, they found a shopkeeper who had furnished 

         
—      
      d’Avray 
        
       
 




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



        
       
      
   

       

  
“Who was the chauffeur?”“A young man named Ernest, whom I had engaged only the day before. He came well recommended.”“Is he here now?”“No. He brought back the machine, but I haven’t seen him since,” said Madame Bob“Do you know where we can find him?”“You might see the people who recommended him to me. Here are the names.”
     

     





        








        
       


         Crédit Foncier and handed lottery ticket number 514, 
“Ah! you have it! He has returned it to you!”“It was mislaid. That was all,” replied Mon. Gerbois.“But you pretended that it had been stolen.”“At first, I thought it had… but here it is.”“We will require some evidence to   to the ticket.”“Will the letter of the purchaser, Monsieur Bessy, be sufficient!”“Yes, that will do.”“Here it is,” said Mon. Gerbois, producing the letter.“Very well. Leave these papers with us. The rules of the 
ifteen days’ time to investigate your claim. 

without further publicity.”“Quite so.”


for it was soon commonly known that Arsène Lupin had 
        
      







         

           
       escape? If the hostage held by Arsène Lupin should be 


the enemy, and now redoubled their efforts. Arsène Lupin 

… public interest now cen     


    
         admitted, Arsène Lupin had won the first hand. But the 
        
         
        
       


         
       
       
“I have nothing to say.”“And Mlle. Gerbois?”“The search is being continued.”“But Arsène Lupin has written to you?”







“No.”“Do you swear to that?”“No.”“Then it is true. What are his instructions?”“I have nothing to say.”


“Monsieur Lupin is my      affairs,” he replied, with an affected air of gravity.
some secret negotiations were in progress. Arsène Lupin 

        
       
       dénouements—      
  —    
        
          




        from the Crédit Foncier. On Wednesday, he took the one o’clock train for Paris. At two o’clock, a thousand 
   

 —   Suzanne’s ransom—    


