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

      
        
     
       





















       


       
      


      
        
  —     








       







       


Experience one of Wilkie Collins’s most powerful 

     
       
       
       

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






































n a summer’s morning, between thirty and forty years 

   


      —   
  
  — 


           


          
   




more. Anne was rarely beautiful and rarely endowed. Blanche’s 
        
being of their child. Anne’s 
        
         











Judge, under care of the Judge’s wife. Anne was to wait at home 

There, among strangers, she was to be perfected in the actress’s 
and the singer’s art; then to return to England, and  


        
cabin of the Indiaman locked fast in each other’s arms, and crying 
    —
    ’     —


“Blanche! you may be married in India. Make your husband 
bring you back to England.”

“Anne! you may take a dislike to the stage. Come out to India 
if you do.”

“In England or out of England, married or not married, we will 
— ’—  
  
life! Vow it, Blanche!”

“I vow it, Anne!”

“With all your heart and soul?”

“With all my heart and soul!”


in the water. It was necessary to appeal to the captain’s authority 

firmly. “Come,my dear,” he said, putting his arm round Anne; 
“you won’t mind ! I have got a daughter of my own.” Anne’s 
head fell on the sailor’s shoulder. He put her, with his own hands, 
    
—





  —     

—


            
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  
          

          
   
husband’s name was Vanborough. The guest’s name was 



         

was waiting, and said, “Tell the children to come in.”

  

            

          
         —


         


“Here is a young lady,” he said, “who is a total stranger to me.”

“If you had not been a total stranger yourself for a whole year 
past,” answered Mrs. Vanborough, “you would never have made 
     —    
’
         

   —     
‘’

—           
—
—
‘’          
meet again at last!”

“In the meantime,” said Mr. Kendrew, “your friend appears to 
 t you her little daughter to represent her? It’s a long 
journey for so young a traveler.”







“A journey ordered by the doctors in India a year since,” 
rejoined Mrs. Vanborough. “They said Blanche’s health required 
and his wife couldn’t 

 
air hasn’t agreed with her! We two mothers, Mr. Kendrew, seem 
            
—
friend’s daughter is little Blanche—      



as well?”




“Kendrew,” said Mr. Vanborough, “when you have had 
domestic sentiment, suppose you take a glass of wine?”


manner. Mrs. Vanborough’s color rose. She waited, and 
        
          


“I am afraid, my dear, you are not well this evening?”

“I shall be better when those children have done clattering with 
their knives and forks.”

          
        
          


“Would you like to eat your fruit in the garden, Blanche?”

“Yes,” said Blanche, “if Anne will go with me.”

     



“The loss of the garden will be a sad loss to those two young 
ladies,” he said. “It really seems to be a pity that you should be 
giving up this pretty place.”







“Leaving the house is not the worst of the sacrifice,” answered 
Mrs. Vanborough. “If John finds Hampstead too far for him from 
          
complain of is the hardship of having the house to let.”

        


“What have to do with it?” he asked.



“My dear John,” she said, gently, “you forget that, while you 
are at business, I am here all day. I can’t help seeing the people 
who come to look at the house. Such people!” she continued, 
turning to Mr. Kendrew. “They distrust everything, from the 

—
      ’    
   
  ‘Do you think the drains are right?’— 
‘
’’—
       
          

of John’s Artesian well, they look as if they never drank water. 
      
reciation of the merits of a fresh egg!”

Mr. Kendrew laughed. “I have been through it all in my time,” 
he said. “The people who want to take a house are the born 
          —’ 
”

Mr. Vanborough’s sullen humor resisted his friend as 


“I dare say,” he answered. “I wasn’t listening.”




“John!” she said. “What 
pain?”

“A man may be anxious and worried, I suppose, without being 







actually in pain.”

“I am sorry to hear you are worried. Is it business?”

“Yes—”

“ConsultMr. Kendrew.”

“I am waiting to consult him.”

Mrs. Vanborough rose immediately. “Ring, dear,” she said, 
“when you want coffee.” As she passed her husband she stopped 
and laid her hand tenderly on his forehead. “I wish I could 
smooth out that frown!” she wh  
        
           


“Mind we are not interrupted!”

“I will do my best, John.” She looked at Mr. Kendrew, holding 
           
lightness of tone. “But don’t forget our ‘born enemies!’ Somebody 

house.”



— 
 

—       







“If you ever marry,” he said, “don’t be such a fool, Kendrew, 
as I have been. Don’t take a wife from the stage.”

“If I could get such a wife as yours,” replied the other, “I would 
          

truly loves you. Man alive! what do you want more?”

“I want a great deal more. I want a woman highly connected 
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  —        
’”

“A position in the world!” cried Mr. Kendrew. “Here is a man 
—
’
          
             
         
ambition has already got?”

         


“My ambition,” he said, “sees a Parliamentary career, with a 
—
estimable wife.”

Mr. Kendrew lifted his hand warningly. “Don’t talk in that 
way,” he said. “If you’re joking—’’’
—
Let us change the subject.”

“No! Let us have it out at once. What do you suspect?”

“I suspect you are getting tired of your wife.”

“She is forty
—

to say?”

“If you force me to it, I take the freedom of an old friend, and I 
say you are not treating her fairly. It’s nearly two years since you 
         
your father’s death. With the exception of myself, and one or two 
          
          

 
         

—    ’
            
her.”







“I ashamed of her.”

“Vanborough!”

“Wait a little! you are not to have it all your own way, my good 

         
with me; and I had to go and live with her abroad. It didn’t 

    
           

        

             
—  

     ‘’        
’s more, if you want the truth, it’s because I can’t
y her here that I’m going to leave this house. She has got a 
cursed knack of making acquaintances wherever she goes. She’ll 
            
        
       
     
            
wrecked my prospects. It’s no use talking to me of my wife’s 

            

—”

Mr. Kendrew touched his host’s arm, and suddenly interrupted 


“To come to the point,” he said—“    
”




“What do you know about Lady Jane?” he asked.

“Nothing. I don’t move in Lady Jane’s world—   









   
          
—
     
—      ’   
—
            
—
   

          
importance. What is it?”

Silence followed that question. Mr. Vanborough’s face betrayed 
         


“It’s not so easy to tell you what I want,” he said, “after the 
tone you have taken with me about my wife.”



“Is Mrs. Vanborough concerned in the matter?” he asked.

“Yes.”

“Does she know about it?”

“No.”

“Have you kept the thing a secret out of regard for ?”

“Yes.”

“Have I any right to advise on it?”

“You have the right of an old friend.”

“Then, why not tell me frankly what it is?”

       
Vanborough’s part.

“It will come better,” he answered, “from a third person, whom 
    —
”

“Who is the person?”







“My friend, Delamayn.”

“Your lawyer?”

“Yes—
Delamayn. Do you know him?”

“I am acquainted with him. His wife’s family were friends 
mine before he married. I don’t like him.”

“You’re rather hard to please today! Delamayn is a rising man, 
         
       

What’s your objection to him?”

“I have no objection whatever. We meet with people 
       
knowing why, I dislike Mr. Delamayn.”

“Whatever you do you must pu
will be here directly.”

          
—“Mr. Delamayn.”


      


       
lips, said plainly, in so many words, “I mean to get on in the 
              
expense.” Mr. Delamayn was habitually polite —
           

             

—
         
         

—       —   


“Kendrew is an old friend of mine,” said Mr. Vanborough, 
addressing himself to the lawyer. “Whatever you have to say to 







. Will you have some wine?”

“No—”

“Have you brought any news?”

“Yes.”

“Have you got the written opinions of the two barristers?”

“No.”

“Why not?”

“Because nothing of the sort is necessary. If the facts of the case 
are correctly stated there is not the slightest doubt about the law.”

          


“What is that?” asked Mr. Vanborough.

“The case relating to your marriage.”


        


“The case,” he resumed, “as originally stated by you, and taken 
clerk.”

Mr. Vanborough’s temper began to show itself again.

“What have we got to do with that now?” he asked. “You have 
        —
’”

“Yes.”

“And you have found out that I am right?”

“I have found out that you are right—
           
            
         
         

ask you. Don’t be impatient, if you please. They won’t take long.”



“You were married at Inchmallock, in Ireland, Mr. 




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Vanborough, thirteen years since?”

“Yes.”

“Your wife—   —  
”

“Yes.”

“Her father and mother were Roman Catholics?”

“They were.”

“        
baptized and brought up in the Church of England?”

“All right!”

“Miss Anne Silvester      
         
religious communities?”

“She did.”

“You got over her objection by consenting to become a Roman 
Catholic, like herself?”

“It was the shortest way with her and it didn’t matter to .”

“You were formally received into the Roman Catholic 
Church?”

“I went through the whole ceremony.”

“Abroad or at home?”

“Abroad.”

“How long was it before the date of your marriage?”

“Six weeks before I was married.”

   
         


“Quite right,” he said, and went on with his questions.

“The priest who married you was one Ambrose Redman—
”

“Yes.”
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“Did he ask if you were both Roman Catholics?”

“Yes.”

“Did he ask anything more?”

“No.”

“Are you sure he never inquired whether you had both been 
?”

“I am certain of it.”

“He must have forgotten that part of his duty—
          
”

“Neither I nor the lady knew there was any necessity for 
informing him.”




“Right,” he said, “in every particular.”

Mr. Vanborough’s swarthy complexion slowly turned pale. He 


“Well,” he said to the lawyer, “now for your opinion! What is 
the law?”

“The law,” answered Mr. Delamayn, “is beyond all doubt or 

all.”



“What do you mean?” he asked, sternly.



in that way? “Do you wish me to go into the law of the case?” he 


“I do.”

         — 


“By the Irish Statute of George the Second,” he said, “every 





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          
         


        
             
Catholic priesthood is concerned.”

“Is such a state of things possible in the age we live in!” 


       


“There are other in     
presents some curious anomalies of its own,” he went on. “It is 
            
         
      


          
          
        

         
        on’t appear to 


         
for marrying them.”

“An infamous law!” said Mr. Kendrew.

“It  the law,” returned Mr. Delamayn, as a sufficient answer 


   
            




“Am I to understand,” he asked, “that the advice you wanted 
?”







“Yes.”

“You mean to tell me that, foreseeing the present interview and 
             
           
           

sight of the law?”

“If you choose to put it in that light,” said Mr. Vanborough; “if 
you won’t consider—”

“I want a plain answer to my question—‘’”

“Let me speak, will you! A man has a right to explain himself, I 
suppose?”



“I won’t trouble you to explain yourself,” he said. “I prefer to 
    


 
           
moment.”



“That is a curiously hotheaded man,” remarked Mr. 
Delamayn. “If you will allow me, I think I’ll change my mind. I’ll 
have a glass of wine.”

       
—
—


“This is an awkward business, Delamayn,” he said. “What 
would you advise me to do?”



“I decline to advise you,” he answered. “I take no 
         
stands, in your case.”

          







         
       
          





       

           





“What do you want here?”

          
         


“There is a lady at the door, Sir, who wishes to see the house.”

“The house is not to be seen at this time of the evening.”



“The lady desired me to present her apologies, Sir. I was to tell 

house agent’s list, and her coachman is stupid about finding his 
way in strange places.”

“Hold your tongue, and tell the lady to go to the devil!”

 —      


“    
soon as possible?” he said.

“Of course I do!”

“Is it wise——
”

“Wise or not, it’s an infernal nuisance t    
stranger.”







“Just as you please. I don’t wish to interfere. I only wish to 
——
.”




“Very well. Let her in. Mind, if she comes here, she’s only to 
            
questions, she must go to the agent.”




“Might it not be desirable,” he suggested, “to consult Mrs. 
Vanborough before you quite decide?”

“Where’s your mistress?”

“In the garden, or the paddock, Sir—”

“We can’t send all over the grounds in search of her. Tell the 
housemaid, and show the lady in.”

        


“Excellent claret,” he said. “Do you get it direct from 
rdeaux?”

         
        
    
          
his teeth, “What am I to do?”

          




         






“Pray accept my excuses       







disturb you. One look at the room will be quite enough.”

    
            
       
astonishment. “” she said. “Good Heavens! who would have 
here?”



“Lady Jane!” he exclaimed. “Is it possible?”

          
         
—
 
           
—
          


“I believe in mesmerism for the first time,” she said. “This is an 
       

 
            
     —      
”      “   
”
    “

her away.” She looked round, and appealed to Mr. Vanborough. 
“Your friend’s wife?” she asked, and, on this occasion, waited for 


In Mr. Vanborough’s situation what reply was possible?

     — — 
  

“ my friend’s wife?” Female curiosity 
“Who is she?” Suppose he 
       

        







          

        
       


But the lawyer’s eye was habitually wa   


         
        

      
He advanced, resolute to contradict his client, to his client’s own 


         


“Might I ask one question? Is the aspect south? Of course it is! I 
             
          
And is it quiet? Of course it’s quiet! A charming house. Far more 

ll tomorrow?” There she stopped for breath, and 


“I beg your ladyship’s pardon,” he began. “I really can’t—”

—
—

“For God’s sake, don’t contradict me! My wife is coming this 
way!”

     


“You appear to feel some hesitation,” she said. “Do you want a 
reference?” She smiled satirically, and summoned her friend to 
her aid. “Mr. Vanborough!”

—
            
—        











“Am I in the way?” she asked, addressing her husband, after 
one steady look at Lady Jane. “This lady appears to be an old 
friend of yours.” There was a tone of sarcasm in that allusion to 
           
moment’


        —
 
         


“The lady of the house, I presume?” she said, with a gracious 


    —  
—“”



“Present me!” she said, submitting resignedly to the formalities 


        
without mentioning his wife’s name.

“Lady Jane Parnell,” he said, passing over the introduction as 
rapidly as possible. “Let me see you to your carriage,” he added, 
offering his arm. “I will take care that you have the refusal of the 
may trust it all to me.”


            
         
          
         


“I must repeat my apologies,” she said to Mrs. Vanborough, 
“for coming at this inconvenient time. My intrusion appears to 

           
—”       
“           




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’”

In speechless amazement Mrs. Vanborough’s eyes followed the 
direction of Lady Jane’s eyes—    


       
—

“I beg your pardon,” he said. “There is some misapprehension 
    that lady’s 
husband.”

It was Lady Jane’s turn to be astonished. She looked at the 
       —



“Whatever the mistake may be,” she said, “you are responsible 
for it. You certainly told me this lady was your friend’s wife.”

“What!!!” cried Mrs. Vanborough— 


     


“I will speak louder if you wish it,” she said. “Mr. Vanborough 
told me you were that gentleman’s wife.”

        


“The whole thing is a mistake. Go into the garden again!”

Mrs. Vanborough’s indignation was suspended for the moment 
        
husband’s face.

“How you look at me!” she said. “How you speak to me!”

peated, “Go into the garden!”

    
—
            
          
appearance, belonged to Mr. Vanborough’s friend, Mr. 
Vanborough’s friend must (in spite of his recent disclaimer) be in 




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         
erroneous conclusion, Lady Jane’s eyes rested for an inst 
       

in existence. The implied insult stung the wife’s sensitive nature to 
        — 


“Who is that woman?” she asked.

   
          



“Mr. Vanborough,” she said, “you offered to take me to my 
           
accepted the offer at once. Give me your arm.”

“Stop!” said Mrs. Vanborough, “your ladyship’s looks are lo
of contempt; your ladyship’s words can bear but one 
        
which I don’t understand. But this I do know—’
            
forbid my husband to give you his arm.”



     —  
 
          
           
        

           
           


“If you can tell the truth, Sir,” she said, haughtily, “be so good 

—    —   
with the aspirations of a single man? Is that lady your wife?”

“Do you hear her? do you see her?” cried Mrs. Vanborough, 
          
from him, shuddering from head to foot. “He hesitates!” she said 







to herself, faintly. “Good God! he hesitates!”



“Is that lady your wife?”



“No!”

        


her hand. She asked herself, “Am I mad? or is he?”


          
—        
         

  



“I have made a very painful discovery,” she sa  
Mr. Vanborough. “It rests with       
Good evening!”

         
        


“No!” she said. “You don’t go yet!”



“That man has lied!” she said. “In justice to myself, I insist on 
proving it!” She struck a bell       
came in. “Fetch my writingdesk out of the next room.” She 
—
      
’’
indifference, and her rival’s contempt. At that dreadful moment 
            
          
 










       


“I was a singer on the stage,” she said, “when I was a single 
 
        
!”

        
She turned deadly pale, and beckoned to Mr. Vanborough. “Are 
you deceiving me?” she a


which the lawyer sat, impenetrably waiting for events. “Oblige me 
by coming here for a moment,” he said.

        


“I beg to refer you to my man of business. 
in deceiving you.”

“Am I required simply to speak to the fact?” asked Mr. 
Delamayn. “I decline to do more.”

“You are not wanted to do more.”

       
         


          




“In two words, Sir,” she said, impatiently, “what is this?”

“In two words, madam,” answered Mr. Delamayn; “waste 
paper.”

“He is married?”

“He is ried.”

After a moment’s hesitation Lady Jane looked round at Mrs. 
—







 “”

“”

           

wife’s eyes followed them with the same dreadful stare, till the 
           

           
           


            
          
——
           


         


         
outside. Lady Jane’s carriage was driving away. Would the 
          
    —





             
          
         


         — 
—




          
          
     — —












—
—’  
      —  
  —       



—
—
           
’

“Oh, my darling!” she said. “Is it thus we meet again?”












 
         —
   
        —
            


     —   





  —



  









          
        

           
          





—
’
           
—

           

           
 
for her and for her child. It was rejected, without an instant’s 
 — 
—
       —  





         

           
          

            
         
months’ time. She       
    —  
          
        

     —     







—     
          
     —      
    



     

            
 —          
       “
       ”     
          

  


“Blanche,” she said, “you will take care of my child?”

“She shall be ou are gone.”

          


“Keep it a secret!” she said. “I am afraid for my child.”

“Afraid? After what I have promised you?”

She solemnly repeated the words, “I am afraid for my child.”

“Why?”

“My Anne is my second self—’”

“Yes.”

“She is as fond of your child as I was of you?”

“Yes.”

“She is not called by her father’s name—
”


    


“Don’t think that!” she cried, horrorstruck. “For God’s sake, 







don’t think that!”

    ppear again in Anne Silvester’s eyes. 
         
bent over her, and heard her whisper, “Lift me up.”

She lay in her friend’s arms; she looked up in her friend’s face; 


“Don’t bring her up like me! She must be a governess—
’ ’ ’ 
”—
——
“”

“I vow it, Anne!”

            


the dreadful question reiterated, in the same dreadful words: “She 
—”


—

     






How the husband’s friend marked his sense of the husband’s 
           
           

view, had always declared that Mr. Kendrew’s life had its secret, 


           


appealed to the man’s own conduct as proof against the man 








—
           
—         
         
          
         

            
         —


           
—



—

           
            
   

             
Court. He appeared as “Junior” in“a famous case,” in which the 
            
concerned. His “Senior” fell ill on the eve of the trial. He 
    
said, “What can I do for you?” Mr. Delamayn answered, “Put me 
into Parliament.” Being a landed gentleman, the defendant had 
     —   


         


           


  

  —

          
       







entertainments, but he wasn’t popular in society. His party 
          

—   
—’








           
—




         

of his party said openly, “We must do something for Delamayn,” 
         


the Bar. The Ministry answered, “We want a man who is listened 
to in the House, and we have got him.” The papers supported the 

        
derisively, “He will be Lord Chancellor in a year or two!” His 

         
  
            
moment’s notice. It really began to look like something of the 
         
    — rue it is that “nothing 
succeeds like success”—       
’


       
        







         

“Will you take it with a peerage?” Mr. Delamayn consulted his 

          
friends of the family rubbed their hands and said, “What did w

sons of a lord!”

  




   
            


           

          
           

the man who had once been Mr. Vanborough’s lawyer rose, till 

          




The man’s career was ended; and on the day when the 



   
   
         
   
          
    
sold and built on. After a moment’s hesitation he went to the gate 
       servant his card. The servant’s 

  







         
answered, briefly and simply, “I onc    
   
            

g nobody.”

The “strange requests” of rich men are of the nature of 
“privileged communications,” for this excellent reason, that they 
          
         




           —



          

            
           

nutes’ time. He thanked 

   

           
    

—


—

            


      
         
might lure her into a longing to follow her mother’s career; 
trained for a teacher’s life, with all the arts and all the advantages 
that money could procure, Anne’s first and only essays as a 







  , under Lady Lundie’s own roof, on Lady 
Lundie’s own child. The difference in the ages of the girls—
—




          
mother’s? Who could see anything but a deathbed delusion in the 
      er’s last moments: 
“Will she end like me?”




         
     


Lady Lundie’s health had been failing for some time 

yage was the one change needful to restore their patient’s 
 —        
’
          
          


          
Blanche’s critical time of life they could not sanction her going to 


—
’
’
—






“My dear,” she said, simply, “I must tell 
            







   
            

         
Blanche’s future. I promised my dear dead friend that you should 
  —
       —
”







   undie’s mind was fulfilled. She died on the 


         
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  

          







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
          
—

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


         
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       
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        

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     
             
    —
      —  
            

         

      

          


           

       
   


   — 
—


        
        
     


  
      
“These must come down”—  
“”—
“
shall be done.”

And the Owls said, “Have we honored the summerhouse by 
—

”








   






    


           


—

    —     
—       
         
        
          

the occasion. They ruffled their feathers, and cried, “No 
surrender!” 
answered, “Reform!” The creepers were torn down this way and 
         
Owls had barely time to pass a new resolution, namely, “That we 
   the Constitution,” when a ray of the outer sunlight 
          
        
     
         

“Now we shall do!” the Owls shut their eyes in pious 
remembrance of the darkness, and answered, “My lords and 
ed!”
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



        
         
     
        
    —      


 —     —   


   
          
      

           
         



          
—         
          
—
         
          
    


           



           
         







     

in striped stockings. Her shoes were of the sort called “Watteau.” 

themselves (in contemplating an otherwise lovable woman), “Can 
this charming person straighten her knees?”


  —      
       
      
          —

 —        


“Now then, good people,” cried Miss Blanche, “silence, if you 
         
iness!”

         

            


         
         
         
  
   

          
         
         


“My dear,” said Lady Lundie, “words have their meanings—
’‘’”

“You don’t call it pleasure, surely?” said a gravely ironical 


          
          








         



          
—
       
—      
 —

           
exhibited the deformity which is popularly known as “a clubfoot.” 

   
—


         
          
Thomas’s death, of the title and estates.

—’
  ’   —     
         


“I head one side, ladies and gentlemen,” she resumed. “And 
          

chooses first.”

     —  
“I would send you back to the nursery, miss, if I could!”—
           



“I choose Miss Silvester,” she —   



 
        — 
    —  









——





“That’s a very charming woman,” whispered one of the 
strangers at the house to one of the friends of the house. “Who is 
she?”



“Miss Lundie’s go—’”


         


          


“Something wrong between the lady and the governess,” he 




“Evidently!”

         
        

           
         
—“
”

      

       
         

          

       
         







presenting the deformity of a “cast.” And yet, with these 
       —
 —         
     —    
          
        
—
          

—
—         
           



        

          
“What the men see in her!”



—



“Thank you, Lady Lundie,” she said. “I would rather not 
play.”

        


“Oh, indeed?” she rejoined, sharply. “Considering that we are 

Is anything wrong, Miss Silvester?”

A flush appeared on the delicate paleness of Miss Silvester’s 
            


“Nothing is the matter,” she answered. “I am not very well this 
morning. But I will play if you wish it.”

“I do wish it,” answered Lady Lundie.


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   
          


It was Blanche’s turn to select the next player.

         

         — 
—


    
            
          
           
 
       
         

        —   
         

—“”

       

         
      — 
       
          
           
—


Blanche’s eye naturally rested on him. Blanche’s voice naturally 


“I choose Mr. Delamayn,” she said.

As the name passed her lips the flush on Miss Silvester’s face 
           
——
              










private books as “the devil’s own temper.”

       
         


“Thanksvery much,” he said. “Could you additionally honor 
me by choosing somebody else? It’s not in my line.”

           
   
     


“Can’t we interest you in anything but severe muscular 
exertion, Mr. Delamayn?” she asked, sharply. “Must you always 


?”

The shafts of Miss Lundie’s bitter wit glided off Mr. Geoffrey 
Delamayn like water off a duck’s back.

“Just as you please,” he said, with stolid goodhumor. “Don’t 
   — ’ 
’
All right! I’ll play.”

“Oh! smoke by all means!” retorted Blanche. “I shall choose 
somebody else. I won’t have you!”

     
          


“Who shall I choose?” she said to herself.

   —      

         —


“Choose me!”

Blanche’s face broke prettily into a charming smile. Judging 
          









“You!” she said, coquettishly. “You are going to leave us in an 
hour’s time!”

He ventured a step nearer. “I am coming back,” he pleaded, 
“the day after tomorrow.”

“You playvery badly!”

“I might improve—”

“Might you? Then I will teach you!” She turned, bright and 
rosy, to her stepmother. “I choose Mr. Arnold Brinkworth,” she 


         
       —





But it was Lady Lundie’s turn to choose a second player on her 
         

         


“Mamma!” cried Blanche. “What can you be thinking of? Sir 
Patrick won’t play. Croquet wasn’t discovered in his time.”

Sir Patrick never allowed “his time” to be made the subject of 
       


“In  time, my dear,” he said to his niece, “people were 
         
           
that. Here,” remarked the old gentle    
mallet from the table near him, “is one of the qualifications for 
success in modern society. And here,” he added, taking up a ball, 
“is another. Very good. Live and learn. I’ll play! I’ll play!”

         


“I knew Sir Patrick would play,” she said, “to please me.”









“Lady Lundie,” he answered, “you read me like a book.” To 


“I may say with Dryden,” added the gallant old gentleman:

“Old as I am, for ladies’ love unfit,



The power of beauty I remember yet.”


       —    
         


“Dryden never said that,” he remarked, “I’ll answer for it.”




“Do you know Dryden, Sir, better than I do?” he asked.

The Honorable Geoffrey answered, modestly, “I should say I 
did. I have rowed three races with him, and we trained together.”



“Then let me tell you, Sir,” he said, “that you trained with a 
man who died nearly two hundred years ago.”

       


“What does this old gentleman mean?” he asked. “I am 

.”

“I am speaking,” echoed Sir Patrick, “of John Dryden the Poet. 
!”

       


“Give you my word of honor, I never heard of him before in 
my life! Don’t be angry, Sir. I’m    .” He 
smiled, and took out his brierwood pipe. “Got a light?” he asked, 










“I don’t smoke, Sir.”

        


“You don’t smoke!” he repeated. “I wonder how you get 
through your spare time?”



“Sir,” he said, with a low bow, “you wonder.”


  
         
           


“Leave Mr. Brinkworth with me,” he said. “I want to speak to 
him.”

       
           


         

          


“In ten minutes,” she whispered, “the summerhouse will be 
empty. Meet me here.”

        


“Do you think it’s safe?” he whispered back.

The governess’s


“I insist on it!” she answered, and left him.

        
           

           








  —      











        —


“Mr. Brinkworth,” said the old gentleman, “I have had no 


          
—’”



Arnold recognized it directly. “Oh, Sir Patrick!” he said, 
warmly, “if my poor father had only taken your advice—”

“He would have thought twice before he gambled away his 

  dying an exile in a foreign land,” said Sir Patrick, 
finishing the sentence which the other had begun. “No more of 
that! Let’s talk of something else. Lady Lundie wrote to me about 

         — —
          
’
     ’     
——

’
 ’  —’     

            
           
children’s prospects. How have you lived from that time to this? 
What were you doing when your aunt’s will made an idle 
you for life?”









simplicity which at once won Sir Patrick’s heart.

“I was a boy at Eton, Sir,” he said, “when my father’s l
    
             
—”

“In plainer English still, you met adversity like a brave lad
you have fairly earned the good luck that has fallen to you,” 
rejoined Sir Patrick. “Give me your hand—  
  ’         
‘Arnold.’ You mustn’t return the compl
and call me ‘Patrick,’ mind—’

”



“Those are extraordinary questions for you to put to me,” he 
said. “You talk, Sir, as if you were a stranger here!”

            
          
         
      


“I talk as if I was a stranger here, do I?” he resumed. “That’s 
          
 
seldom as possible. My story,” continued the pleasant old man, 

rank between Arnold and himself, “is not entirely unlike yours; 

           

  
          

             
niece’s guardian; I am compelled to appear at this lawn—









fine people. Do you know anybody here?”

“I have one friend at Windygates,” said Arnold. “He came here 
this morning, like you. Geoffrey Delamayn.”

   
         
          


           
       


“Your choice of a friend rather surprises me,” he said.

          


“I beg your pardon, Sir—’    ” 
“

”
         
his friend. “But for him, I should have been drowned in a boat
accident. Isn’t a good reason for his being a friend of mine?”

“It depends entirely on the value you set on your life,” said Sir 


“The value I set on my life?” repeated Arnold. “I set a high 
value on it, of course!”

“In that case, Mr. Delamayn has laid you under an obligation.”

“Which I can never repay!”

“Which you will repay one of these days, with interest— 
”


        

—
     ’  
        





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Arnold drew the right inference, this time, from Sir Patrick’s 
language and Sir Patrick’s tones. He eagerly took up th


“You said that rather bitterly, Sir,” he remarked. “What has 
Geoffrey done to offend you?”

“He presumes to exist—that’s what he has done,” retorted Sir 
Patrick. “Don’t stare! I am speaking generally. Your friend is the 
model young Briton of the present time. I don’t like the model 
young Briton. I don’t see the sense of crowing over him as a 
         
           
          
 

          

 
—   
           
          
aboriginal Britons!”


means of relieving Sir Patrick’s mind of an accumulation of social 
protest, unprovided with an issue for some time past. “How hot 
you are over it, Sir!” he exclaimed, in irrepressible astonishment.

       
expressed in the young man’s face was irresistible.

“Almost as hot,” he said, “as if I was cheering at a boat
—
      ’     
         ’ 
”cried Sir Patrick, relapsing again, “to take these 
      
         
—
’ 
           
gentleman like you. What’s the attraction here—”






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

entire satisfaction. “Oh!” he said, “that’sthe attraction, is it?”

Arnold’s life at sea had left him singularly ignorant of the ways 
           
       s dark cheeks. “I 
didn’t say so,” he answered, a little irritably.

          


“Yes you did,” he said. “In red letters.”


  
   


“Mr. Brinkworth,” she said, “I shall want you directly. Uncle, 
it’s your turn to play.”

“Bless my soul!” cried Sir Patrick, “I forgot the game.” He 

table. “Where are the modern substitutes for conversation? Oh, 
here they are!” He bowled the ball out before him on to the law
            
“Who was the first mistaken person,” he said to himself, as he 
briskly hobbled out, “who discovered that human life was a 

    
through the hoops?”



        
    

When Blanche’s eyes turned on Arnold after her uncle had gone 
        
inflated “chignon” and the tilted hat could destroy the triple 
         
   —     











           



    
the Intention and the Execution? Arnold’s resolution to speak was 
        


“You don’t look quite at your ease, Mr. Brinkworth,” said
Blanche. “What has Sir Patrick been saying to you? My uncle 
          
?”

        —


“Sir Patrick is a terrible old man,” he answered. “Just before 
   
my face.” He paused, rallied his courage, pushed on at all 
hazards, and came headlong to the point. “I wonder,” he asked, 
bluntly, “whether you take after your uncle?”

        
        
            
would be Arnold’s turn to play. “He is going to make me an 
offer,” thought Blanche; “and he has about a minute to do it in. 
do it!”

“What!” she exclaimed, “do you think the gift of discovery runs 
in the family?”



“I wish it did!” he said.



“Why?” she asked.

“If —”



         
        










and the laughter of the company at some blunder of Sir Patrick’s. 



“Well,” she said, impatiently, “if I did look in your face, what 
should I see?”

Arnold made another plunge. He answered: “You would see 
that I want a little encouragement.”

“From ?”

“Yes—”

       
        
          
might appear, unexpectedly, at a moment’s notice. Blanche 
—
           


     


“Consider yourself encouraged,” she whispered; and instantly 
       
“within limits!”

—

“Consider yourself loved,” he burst out, “without any limits at 
all.”

——
         

longing to hear, had barely escaped her lover’s lips before Blanche 
         




“Do try to like me a little!” he pleaded. “I am so fond of !”


