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



Maurice Marie Émile Leblanc
        
charming, elusive master thief Arsène Lupin left an 

brant era of Belle Époque France, Leblanc redefined 
       
          

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
       

        
        


       
Leblanc’s heart belonged entirely to literature.


     
       
       
       

















The Birth of Arsène Lupin
Leblanc’s destiny changed forever in 1905. Pierre 



  
success of Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes.

      
   
The Arrest of Arsène 
d'Arsène Lupin     

      
       
     
         





       

Arsène Lupin  
        



      
      
       

     
        












       
      
Légion d'honneur 







        


 The Extraordinary Adventures of Arsène Lupin, 
    
of the first nine short stories that introduced Lupin’s 


 Arsène Lupin versus 
legendary battle of wits between the world’s greatest 


      
       
        


       
      


      







 
         





      


      
        
   
         
       


        

Arsène Lupin, remains an immortal pop 

   

































his is the story of the first adventure of Arsène 

       



“No,” he would say, “there are one or two little matters 

t.”


        


Cagliostro’s daughte


Before he became the world’s most elusive gentleman

thief, he was merely Ralph d'Andrésy— 
        
forbidden first love, Clarice d’Étiges. But when he 
        
         







 
     
      
       


        
        

   
        
   
          
        
  



      
     
     
      
       

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


RSÈNE 



alph d’Andresy extinguished the lamp, and thrust 
          


          which led to the estate of La Haie d’Etigues and so came to 
—
         

           
  caught the sound of men’s voices and percei 

“Come,” said he. “Shooting gulls is an attractive sport and the rock where they shoot them is a long way off. At last I’m 
        party and of all these odd comings and goings.”
          


            
           








          defences of the château. The second key opened for him a secret door in the first floor of the château itselHe lit a small bull’s    
lived in the other wing and that Clarice d’Etigues, the only 
   

         Baron for his daughter’s hand in marriage. His proposal had 







          
         





  
          




   
       
      







         


           


the livery stable at Etretat to send, at three o’clock in the afternoon on the twelfth, a brougham to meet her at Fécamp 



     
          Fécamp station and which will bring her to us, under a 
         
        
        


    
       
          
        
          
        


I will arrive by way of le Hâvre atfour o’clock exactly, with 

“An excess of precaution is a mistake,” thought Ralph. “If the Baron’s correspondent had not been so distrustful, the 
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         
         
         
 … Hang it! My future father 

… Will he go as far 
… All this is devilishly serious and may very well give me a hold on him.”





guests were plotting and who this “infernal creature” was 




          
         
       d’Etigues, very little younger than he was himself … 
  … eyes full of dreams… a clear
   

… and such a sweet 
Ralph’s eyes grew fonder and fonder as he gazed. Thus, 










          

       
        



 
           




        
   

       
         
         
         
“Ralph?” she murmured softly. “It seemed impossible. But 
—you oughtn’t to have come.”“I couldn’t keep away. I wanted so to be with you. It’s 
aw me come. No one can know I’m here,” 



          

        








            
           
          
      
           


    
         
       




       — 
         
         

         
        
          

       




        
          


        
        
  

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of La Haie d’Etigues.


         
          



  had the audacity to ask his daughter’s hand in marriage, the 
         

        


 memory of it from Ralph’s spi
           


well, she had her midday déjeuner brought up to her 


       



    
    
         
cliffs as far as Fécamp, on the left Etretat Bay, Aval Harbor, 

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A cloud fell on Clarice’s spirit. The tears welled up into 


“Don’t be sad, my dearest darling. Life is so sweet at our 
         
Don’t be sad.”




    
        
“Ralph,” she said in a tone of distress, “at this very 
          
         
         possible! What are you thinking about, darling?”
“About your father.”“About my father?”“Yes: about the Baron d’Etigues and his guests. How on 

innocent birds on a rock?”“It’s their amusement.”“Are you sure of that? For my part I’m rather puzzled 

… You’re not going to feel hurt?”







“Go on, dear.”“Well, they have the air of playing at conspir
   … the Marquis de Rolleville, Matthew de la Vaupaliere, Count Oscar de Bennetot, Rufus d’Estiers, etc., 
           necks in a conspiracy!”
“You’re talking nonsense, darling,” she murmured.“But you listen so prettily,” he replied, assured of her complete ignorance of the plot. “You have such a delightful way of waiting for me to tell you serious things.”“Things about love, darling.”
“The whole of my life is nothing but love for you, darling. 

      
      
        
me his daughter’s hand?”“He will give way some day or other, darling.”“Never! I have no money… no means of support.”“You have your name: Ralph d’Andresy.”“Not even that.”“What do you mean?”“D’Andresy was my mother’s name, which she took again 
whom her marriage had outraged.”







“Why?” said Clarice somewhat dumbfounded by these 
“Why? Because my father was only an… as poor 
 … a simple professor… and a professor of what? Of gymnastics, fencing, and boxing!”“Then what your name?”“An uncommonly vulgar one.”“What is it?”“Arsène Lupin.”“Arsène Lupin?”“Yes; it’s hardly a brilliant name, isto do was to change it, don’t you think?”
      

—particle “de” was the very first qualification of a son
“You ought not to have disowned your father. There’s nothing to be ashamed of in being a professor.”“Nothing to be ashamed of at all,” said he, laughing 

“And I can assure you that I’ve b   
        

fellow. But that is nobody’s business.”










“But smile, little girl—laugh!” he exclaimed. “All this is really very funny. So laugh. Arsène Lupin or Ralph d’Andresy, what on earth does it matter? The main thing is 

great future and universal renown for me. Ralph d’Andresy 
… Always 
 t he does not remain Arsène Lupin. It is an 

           
hands, or carry you about at arms’    

Heavens, how sweet life is! Ralph d’Andresy … Arsène 
          
llumined by glory, the sun of those who really live?”
         


  young girl’s pure and peace
       
         
“Forgive me. I did wrong to come here.… But it is not my 
… Good and 
    choose my path, and you must forgive me if I miss my way.”
   






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“I have nothing to forgive you, darling. I’m happy. You will 
   —I’m sure of it—  
        
     

—your wife. I love you, Ralph.”


“You have armed your knight, lady. Behold me henceforth 

… I enter the lists!”
Ralph’s plan—let us drop the name of Arsène Lupin since at 
         
—Ralph’s plan was very simple. In the park, on the left of the château, and resting against the boundary 

         
           meeting fixed for four o’clock would take place in the great 

         


   Leaving the château and creeping along under the ivy, he 
       
           
    
          
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           



        
The Baron Godfrey d’Etigues enjoyed the muscular 
         
    

      
          
 
          


     the arrangements: “La Vaupaliere, Rolleville and d’Auppegard are on their way to join us. At four o’clock 
         
            
… And then… then … if by good luck she falls into the trap.”“That’s doubtful,” murmured Bennetot.“Why? She has     be there and she will get into it. D’Ormont, who is driving it, 
          d’Estiers jumps on to the step, opens the door, and 
bound to happen.”They came right under Ralph’s hiding   
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caught Bennetot’s murmur:“And then?”“Then I explain the situation to our friends, the part that this woman is playing,” growled the Baron.“And you imagine that you w      agree to condemn her?”“It doesn’t matter whether they agree or whether they don’t; the result will be the same. Beaumagnan demands it. How can we refuse?” said the Baron.“That man will be the ruin of us,” affirmed Bennetot.
 Baron d’Etigues shrugged his shoulders and 

“We need a man like him, to struggle against a woman like her. Is everything ready?”“Yes. The two boats are on the beach at the bottom of the priests’ staircase. The smaller is scuttled and will sink minutes after it is set afloat.”“You have put a stone in it?” asked the Baron.“Yes, a good       which you can run the rope.”
         



         keen ears of Ralph d’Andresy and not one of them had failed 
“Hang it all! I wouldn’t give up this box on the first tier for an Empire,” he murmured. “What hot stuff they a 
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a clean collar.”Above all Godfrey d’Etigues astonished him. How could 


      the instinct of cruelty? He brought to one’s mind an 




       them as frequent visitors at La Haie d’Etigues. They sat 
      
       



 

          



         
  
   itle, nor even the “de” before his name, they 
         
        
        

          




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          



    
“The Prince of Arcola. … I believe you know that the 




      threatens us.”
it out, the “infernal creature” must be more than fifty years 

          


       Bennetot; and Beaumagnan drew Godfrey d’Etigues aside. 
       
         
       
“There is no doing anything with the gentlemen,” said Ralph to himself. “The verdict is fixed. Dead men tell no 
that that is the solution on which he is resolved.”


“You know, my friends, to what a degree this hour 







  
        
       
     
          
—        —


        
        

    
     
are engaged may be decided in our favor!”
       






    

      

The Baron d’Etigues raised his hand. They began to catch the dull rhythm of a horse’s hoofs.“It is my brougham,” he said.


   
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nce the servants’ work kept them busy in the courtyard in front of the château.


         
          
“Victory! They’ve got her!”The brougham stopped at the door. D’Ormont, who was driving it, jumped smartly down. Rufus d’Estiers stepped 
            
    

“Not the least difficulty,” said d’Ormont in a tone of triumph. “She came straight out of the train a 
she had time to let out more than two squeals.”“Remove that scarf,” said the Baron; and as D’Ormont stooped to do so, he added: “After all, we may as well 
t. We have her safe.”
D’Ormont raised the veil and uncovered her face.



            
        
          

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       

“It’s she! … It   … I recognize her. … But what a frightful thing it is!”“What is it?” snapped the Baron. “What’s frightful? Explain!”
“”
        


            





          
        

          


            




        

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“Well!” said Ralph, who could not take his eyes off her, softly to himself. “She appears quite inoffensive, this magnificent and infernal creature! And they’re nine or ten to one against her!”
       her, d’Etigues and his friends, and strove to see clearly those 

“What is it you want? I do not recognize any of you. What have you brought me here for?”“You’re our enemy,” declared Godfrey d’Etigue
“Your enemy? There must be some mistake. Are you quite sure that you’re not making a mistake? I am Madame Pellegrini.”“You’re not Madame Pellegrini.”“But I assure you…”“You’re not!” the Baron exclaimed in a loud voice.
  —     


“
”
          

         
“Then what is my name—according to you?”“”
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




      

 reign of Louis XVI! The Queen’s necklace … Cardinal de 
 … Marie Antoinette … some of the most obscure 


  
  
   
 
       

            

        
          
        
       

If Ralph d’       
     
   








         
       



        
         
       
        
    
Godfrey d’Etigues, who was the only one of them 
“Your name really is Cagliostro, isn’t it?”
   

         
      

“Nothing compels me to give you an answer, since you 
        
          
       


         greatest interest.”“Then
          what you wish to imply?” said the Baron.







        
  
“I do not care to consider this silence either an avowal or a denial,” said Godfrey d’Etigues, turning towards his friends. “What this woman says is of no importance; and it is a waste of time to refute her statements. We’re here to 
   
          
          
  

            earnest attention.”
      —  

   —      




        
   
      
       

         


ted people’s interest, then 
       
       
        







        


  more boldly, she boasted that she was Cagliostro’s 
        
         
           



         Napoleon III. People even talked of private séances at which 



 y of one of the séances in which an occasional 


         

          
         
     
—        
          
         




“This mirror    


