

























































          
   
  



















“”







Maurice Marie Émile Leblanc   
      
      
Arsène Lupin left an indelible mark on world 

Belle Époque France, Leblanc redefined the 
      






      

       
      
       
    
 
      
industry, Leblanc’s heart belonged entirely to 


       
       

      
       
 
       
     







     




The Birth of Arsène Lupin
Leblanc’s destiny changed forever in 1905. 

       
     
        

Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes.

     

The Arrest of Arsène 
 L'Arrestation d'Arsène Lupin  
     
        
      
     
   
         
      





      

Arsène Lupin
    







      
    


     
     


     
      
      
       
      
      


      
     
     Légion 







      


 The Extraordinary Adventures of Arsène 
   

that introduced Lupin’s genius, disguises, and 









 Arsène Lupin versus  
       
world’s greatest detective and France's most 


     
     
       
       


       
     
     


 







     

      
     

       

        







      


      
       
archetype. His creation, Arsène Lupin, remains an 
    
      
       

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










       

       
interconnected stories, Arsène Lupin shares his 

   
      
       
 
  
     
       


     
      

     





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       
         

    
         


 one of Maurice Leblanc’s most 
    


       
     

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


…


“upin,” I said, “tell me something about yourself.”“Why, what would you have me tell you? Everybody knows my life!” replied Lupin, who lay 
“Nobody knows it!” I protested. “People 
       

 
of which they know nothing.”“Pooh! A heap of uninteresting twaddle!”“What! Your present of fifty thousand francs to Nicolas Dugrival’s wife! Do you call that 
solved the puzzle of the three pictures?”
“Yes, that was a queer    




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
?”“And your successes in society and with the fair sex?” I continued. “The dashing Arsène’s love… And the clue to your good actions? Those 


   … Why delay these confidences and 
… Come, do what I ask 
…”
        

        
       
         
      
        
der the Kaiser’s nose: he contented himself with 
      
       
        
      


“Lupin, I wish you would!”
“Take a sheet of paper, old fellow, and a pencil.”
       
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  
        
       

“Are you ready?” he asked.“Quite.”“Write down, 20, 1, 11, 5, 14, 15.”“What?”“Write it down, I tell you.”


       
“Write down, 21, 14, 14, 5.…”
“3, 5, 19, 19…”
“5, 18, 25…”



 



     








“18, 9, 19, 11, 19…”



  
       


…“1, 2.…”
… or rather I thought I 


      
       
      
        

“15, 22…” said Lupin.


      


        
“5.…”“Caught the idea? I congratulate you!” he replied, 









        
“It’s your turn now. Count away!”


        
      
 
    



        
      
      
      
“It’s a childhaving a game!” I cried, after a moment 
        
“Never mind, go on!”
   … And I put down rows of 

… And the sun continued to play in front of 
“Well?” said Lupin, after a longer pause than usual.“Why, it seems finished.… There has been nothing 
…”







      
“My idea is that we have been wasting our time. A few figures on paper: a poor result!”
“Oblige me, old chap, by putting in th  

       
follow me?”“But it’s idiotic!”“Absolutely idiotic, but we do such a lot of idiotic 
… One more or less, you know!…”




“Take no.…”

“Words!” I exclaimed. “Two English words 
…”“Go on, old chap.”
         

       
       
“Done?” asked Lupin, after a time.“Done! … By the way, there are mistakes in the 
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…”“Never mind those and read it out, please.… Read slowly.”
      




“Take no unnecessery risks. Above all, avoid atacks, 
…”

“And there you a We’re simply dazed 
        
maid, doesn’t help you much!”
     



        
        


        
  
     

     
        
       
       
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   … By what signs? There 
 
      
      



“Child’s play!”
“What!” I cried. “Have you succeeded?… In twelve 

…”
         

“You might ring up Baron Repstein, if you don’t mind, and tell him I shall be with him at ten o’clock this evening.”“Baron Repstein?” I asked. “The husband of the famous baroness?”“Yes.”“Are you serious?”“Quite serious.”
       

     
       
       
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         
“No, don’t say anything.… It’s no use letting him 
… There’s something more urgent… a queer 
… Why on earth wasn’t the last 
…”
“Let’s be off. If I’m not mistaken, this is a business that requires immediate solution; and I don’t believe 

mistaken.”
        

“I know what everybody knows. Baron Repstein, 
     


        
      
         
     
       

        
       
        
       

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
    



        
       

       
      
Berny for her loss.”“And the proceeds of the sale,”I added, “are to be 
       

       
…”


    
 

        
“According to my calculations,” he said, “this is 
       open window.”“On the third floor?”
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“Yes.”
“Does one of your tenants happen to be acquainted 

in?”“Why, of course!” replied the woman. “We have M. 
        baron’s secretary and agent. I look after his flat.”“And can we see him?”“See him?… The poor gentleman is very ill.”“Ill?”“He’s been ill a fortnig… ever since the trouble 
   … He came home the next day with a temperature and took to his bed.”“But he gets up, surely?”“Ah, that I can’t say!”“How do you mean, you can’t say?”“No, his doctor won’t let anyone into his room. He 
ook my key from me.”“Who did?”“The doctor. He comes and sees to his wants, two 
      
 … an old gentleman with a grey beard 
… Walks quite bent.… But where are you going sir?”
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“I’m going up, show me the way,” said Lupin, with his foot on the stairs. “It’s the third floor, isn’t it, on the left?”“But I mustn’t!” moaned the portress, running after him. “Besides, I haven’t the key… the doctor.…”
       

         pocket and, disregarding the woman’s protests, 
        



         

“Too late! Oh, hang it all!”






        
“He’s dead,” said Lupin, after a rapid examinat“But why?” I exclaimed. “There’s not a trace of blood!”“Yes, yes, there is,” replied Lupin, pointing to two 
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open shirt. “Look, they must have taken him by the 
        with the other. I say, ‘pricked,’ because really the wound can’t be seen. It suggests a hole made by a very long needle.”


        
      
      


       

“Stop that!… Listen to me… you can call out later.… Listen to me and answer me. It is most important. 

         friend?”“Yes.”“A friend whom he used to meet at the café in the 
papers?”“Yes.”“Was the friend an Englishman?”“Yes.”
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“What’s his name?”“Mr. Hargrove.”“Where does he live?”“At No. 92 in this street.”“One word more: had that old doctor beeattending him long?”“No. I did not know him. He came on the evening when M. Lavernoux was taken ill.”
      

         

         
     


“Mr.     hour ago,” said the publican. “He seemed very much excited and took a taxicab, a thing he doesn’t often do.”“And you don’t kno…”“Where he was going? Well, there’s no secret about it. He shouted it loud enough! ‘Prefecture of Police’ is what he said to the driver.…”
        


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“What’s the good? He’s got too much start of us.…”
  

“Yes, an old gentleman with a grey beard and spectacles. He went up to Mr. Hargrove’s, rang the bell, and went away again.”“I am much obliged,” said Lupin, touching
       

        




“These are cases that require much more intuition 
        worth taking pains about.”
      

consulting the last fortnight’s newspapers. Now and 
“Yes… yes… of course… it’s only a guess, but it 
  … Well, a guess that answers 
…”
         and I noticed that Lupin’s face became gradually 


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       
       
 ann, towards Baron Repstein’s 
  
        


         
      
       Honoré, in a three
       
“Stop!” said Lupin, suddenly.“What is it?”“Another proof to confirm my supposition.…”“What proof? I see nothing.”“I do.… That’s enough.…”
         

“By Jove, it’ll be a stiff fight! Go to bed, my friend. I’ll tell you about my expedition tomorrow … if it doesn’t cost me my life.”“What are you talking about?”“Oh, I know what I’m saying! I’m risking a lot. First of all, getting arrested, which isn’t much. Next, 
…” He gripped my 
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shoulder. “But there’s a third thing I’m risking, which 
… And, once I possess a capital of two millions, I’ll show people what I can 
         
…” He spouted Musset’s lines:“Plant a willow by my grave,


…”
     — 

         
—  the Hôtel Repstein.
“Is at home?”“Yes,” replied the butler, examining the intruder 
f surprise, “but not see people as late as this.”“Does 
agent?”“Certainly.”“Well, please tell      
         moment to lose.”
“Show the gentleman up, Antoine.”
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  
          

      



     
     
       
         
        
 


        
      

“Do you know anything?”“Yes, .”“About the murder of that poor Lavernoux?”“Yes,       
also.”“Do you really me…”
        

“      
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serious. I will be brief.”“Yes, do, please.”“Well,        
        

     —
   —  
     

        communication and was murdered.”“But by whom? By whom?”“By his doctor.”“Who is this doctor?”“I don’t know. But one of M. Lavernoux’s friends, 
       

         
     
drove to the Prefecture of Police.”“Why? Why? … And what is the result of that step?”“The result, 
      
    
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”“Then is Lavernoux’s murderer concealed in my 
      
…”“I would remark,     
     



…”“With what?”“With the disappearance of 
       communication made by Lavernoux.”“What! They know at last! They have found the 
        money she robbed me of?”
        

       
“Finish your story, sir! I can’t endure this suspense!”
“The fact is … you see … it is rather difficult to 

… for you and I are looking at the thing from a totally different point of view.”
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“I don’t understand.”“And yet you ought to understand,  
 … We begin by saying—   
—      
        
          there, but also the one at the Crédit Lyonnais in which you kept your securities locked up?”“Yes.”“Well, one evening, a fortnight ago, while you were 
       

money and all the Princesse de Berny’s jewels?”“Yes.”“And, since then, she has not been seen?”“No.”“Well, there is an excellent reason why she has not been seen.”“What reason?”“This, that Baroness Repstein has been murdered.…”“Murdered!… The baroness!… But you’re mad!”“Murdered… and probably that same evening.”“I tell you again, you are mad! How can the 
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    
r tracks, so to speak, step by step?”“They are following the tracks of another woman.”“What woman?”“The murderer’s accomplice.”“And who is the murderer?”“The same man who, for the last fortnight, 
     

       
  
 
         
the heart.”“The doctor, therefore?”“Yes.”“But who is this doctor? Who is this malevolent 
      
suspects?”“Can’t you guess?”“No.”“And do you want to know?”“Do I … Why, speak, man, speak!… You know where he is hiding?”
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“Yes.”“In this house?”“Yes.”“And it is he whom the police are after?”“Yes.”“And I know him?”“Yes.”“Who is it?”“You!”“I!…”
      

       
    


“You yourself, got up in a false beard and a pair of 



        
      

        
  
      
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it pretty clear? And are not you yourself convinced?”



       

       

        
        
        


       


“You can go to bed, Antoine. I will let this gentleman out.”“Shall I put out the lights, sir?”“Leave a light in the hall.”


 
“You must excuse this little precaution, sir. I am 

  
          


