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























          
         

       
















“”







Maurice Marie Émile Leblanc
        
charming, elusive master thief Arsène Lupin left an 

rant era of Belle Époque France, Leblanc redefined 
       
          





       

        
        


       
Leblanc’s heart belonged entirely to literature.


     
       
       
       

















The Birth of Arsène Lupin
Leblanc’s destiny changed forever in 1905. Pierre 



  
success of Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes.

      
   
The Arrest of Arsène  
d'Arsène Lupin     

      
       
     
         





       

Arsène Lupin  
        


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
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

 The Extraordinary Adventures of Arsène Lupin, 
    
of the first nine short stories that introduced Lupin’s 


 Arsène Lupin versus 
legendary battle of wits between the world’s greatest 


      
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The Most Perilous Challenge of Arsène Lupin’s 

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

the corrupt Deputy Daubrecq goes horribly wrong, Arsène 

and two of Lupin’s most loyal accomplices are captured 
    
     
   —
  —





        
—     
     

        
      







         


    
       


 

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




         

          
        

           

Arsène Lupin left the summerhouse where he was 
“Growler?” he asked. “Masher?… Are you there?”
           

“Yes, governor.”“Get ready. I hear the car coming with Gilbert and Vaucheray.”


    


         





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     
        
     
“Well,” asked Lupin, “did you see him, the deputy?”“Yes, governor,” said Gilbert, “we saw him take the 7:40 train for Paris, as we knew he would.”“Then we are free to act?”“Absolutely. The Villa MarieThérèse is ours to do as we please with.”
         

“Don’t wait here. It might attract attention. Be back at 
          whole business falls through.”“Why should it fall through?” observed Gilbert.


“Why? Because I didn’t prepare the plan; and, when I don’t do a thing myself, I am only halfconfident.”“Nonsense, governor! I’ve been working with you for 
… I’m beginningto know the ropes!”“Yes, my lad, you’re beginning,” said Lupin, “and that’s just why I’m afraid of blunders… Here, get in with me… 
 … That’s it… And 
… and make as little noise as you can.”

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

         other’s arms, floating at random, and another in which a 
          



“Tell me, Gilbert, did you think of this job, or was it Vaucheray’s idea?”“Upon my word, I couldn’t tell you: we’ve both of us been 
for weeks.”“The thing is, I don’t trust Vaucheray: he’s a low ruffian 
… I can’t make out why I don’t 
…”“Oh, governor!”“Yes, yes, I mean what I say: he’s a dangerous fellow, to 
          peccadilloes on his conscience.”
“So you’re quite sure that you saw Daubrecq the deputy?”“Saw him with my own eyes, governor.”“And you know that he has an appointment in Paris?”“He’s going to the theatre.”“Very well; but his servants have remained behind at the 

…”“The cook has been sent away. As for the valet, Léonard, 
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who is Daubrecq’s confidential man, he’ll wait for his master in Paris. They can’t get back from town before one o’clock i
…”“But what?”“We must reckon with a possible freak of fancy on Daubrecq’s part, a change of mind, an unexpected return, 
an hour.”“And when did you get these details?”“This         
         

  
and I telephoned to you. That’s the whole story.”“Have you the keys?”“The keys of the frontdoor.”“Is that the villa which I see from here, standing in its own grounds?”“Yes, the Villa MarieThérèse; and as the two others, with 
        

it’s well worth while.”“The job’s much too simple,” mumbled Lupin. “No charm about it!”
          


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    
“There are people at the villa. Look… a light.”“It’s a gasjet, governor. The light’s not moving.”
        


          



    


“You see, governor…” said Gilbert.“Yes, yes,” said Lupin, in a low voice, “but it seems to me 
…”“Where did it come from then?”“I can’t say… Is this the drawingroom?”“No,” replied Gilberloudly, “no. By way of precaution, he keeps everything on 
           either side of it.”“And where is the staircase?”“On the right, behind the curtain.”


          opened and a head appeared, a pallid man’s head, with 

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“Help! Murder!” shouted the man.
“It’s Léonard, the valet!”“If he makes a fuss, I’ll out him,” growled Vaucheray.“You’ll jolly well do nothing of the sort, do you hear, Vaucheray?” said Lupin, peremptorily. And he darted off in 


it, and he found Léonard at the further end of a pantry, 
“Don’t move, sportie! No kid! Ah, the brute!”
         Léonard 


         
“Get out, you dirty brute!” he growled. “He
… Here, Vaucheray, secure this gentleman!”
 lantern on the servant’s 

“He’s not a pretty gentleman either… You can’t have a very clear conscience, Léonard; besides, to play flun 
  … ! Have you finished, Vaucheray? I don’t want to hang about here forever!”“There’s no danger, governor,” said Gilbert.“Oh, really?… So you think that shots can’t be heard?…”“Quite impossible.”







“No matter, we must lookand let’s go upstairs.”


“You ass,” he said, “is that the way you make inquiries? Wasn’t I right to have my doubts?”“Look here, governor, I couldn’t know   change his mind and come back to dinner.”“One’s got to know everything when one has the honour of breaking into people’s houses. You numskull! I’ll 
… a nice pair of gossoons!…”


          

“By Jingo! There’s not much of it, but what there is is pucka! There’s nothing the matter with this representative 
… A bureau signed ‘PercierFontaine,’ for a wager… Two inlays by Gouttières … A genuine Fragonard and a sham 

     … And there are curmudgeons 
ho pretend that there’s nothing but faked stuff left. Dash it all, why don’t they do as I do? They should look about!”Gilbert and Vaucheray, following Lupin’s orders and 


   

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
         
ice in the pantry. He went there and found Léonard lying 

“So it’s you growling, my confidential flunkey? Don’t get excited: it’s almost finished. Only, if you make too much noise, you’l     … Do you 
…”


         
      
“Help!… Murder!… Help!… I shall be killed!… Inform the commissary!”“The fellow’s clean off his chump!” muttered Lupin. “By 
… To disturb the police at nine o’clock in the evening: there’s a notion for you!”


        
        

       


“That will do!” he said. “We’re not going to spoil the 
         few odd bits that remain. I’m taking the boat.”
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   
“I say, governor, we want one more look round five minutes, no longer.”“But what for, dash it all?”“Well, it’s like this: we were told of an old reliquary, 
…”“Well?”“We can’t lay our hands on it. And I was thinking … There’s a cupboard with a big lock to it in the pantry… You see, we can’t very well…” He was already on his way to the 
“I’ll give you ten minutes, not a second longer!” cried Lupin. “In ten minutes, I’m off.”


“A quarterpast nine,” he said to himself. “This is madness.”


       
      


        
        

 
… People strolling about, no doubt…










          
“Blast it all, what are you doing there, you two?”


         
        
  

         
“Who hurt him? You, Gilbert?” asked Lupin, furiously.“No, Léonard.”“Léonard? Why, he was tied up!”“He undid his fastenings and got hold of his revolver.”“The scoundrel! Where is he?”


         

“Ah,” gasped Lupin, after examining him, “he’s dead!”“Do you think so?… Do you think so?” stammered Gilbert, 
“He’s dead, I tell you.”“It was Vaucheray… it was Vaucheray who did it…”







“I… And you too, you blackguard, since you were there and didn’t stop him! Blood! Blood! You know I won’t have it… Well, it’s a bad lookout for you, my 
… You’ll have to pay the damage! And you won’t 
 … Mind the guillotine!” And, shaking him violently, “What was it? Why did he kill him?”“He wanted to go through his pockets and take the key of 

… and he 
…”“But the revolvershot?”“It was Léonard… he had his revolver in his hand… he 
…”“And the key of the cupboard?”“Vaucheray took it.…”“Did he open it?”“And did he find what he was after?”“Yes.”“And you wanted to take the thing from him. What sort of 
… 
…”Lupin gathered from Gilbert’s silence and the determined 
          With a threatening gesture, “I’ll make you talk, my man. Sure as my name’s Lupin, you shall come out with it. But, for 








…”
        

“Listen.”
      … Someone was 

   … a very low, strange, very distant 
… Nevert      




      




He had knelt down by the manservant’s side. The voice 
“Give us a better light,” he said to Gilbert.
       

          
        
       
         
“Governor, I’ve got the shivers,” stammered Gilbert.










“Exactly!” he said, catching sight of an object made of polished metal. “Exactly! That’s it!… Well, upon my word, it took me long enough!”


           



        
       
        
“Are you there? … He won’t answer. It’s awful … They 
  … Keep up your courage. There’s help on the way… police… soldiers…”“Dash it!” said Lupin, dropping the receiver.


Léonard, whose bonds were not securely fastened, had 
         
          


     
“Help!… Murder!… I shall be killed!”
   

        
     







“The police! Take to your heels!” he shouted, darting 
“What about Vaucheray?” asked Gilbert.“Sorry, can’t be helped!”


“Governor, you wouldn’t leave me like this!”
wounded man, with Gilbert’s assistance, when a loud din 

“Too late!” he said.


 

         
        embarking and escaping under the enemy’s fire?
“We are surrounded… and done for,” spluttered Gilbert.“Hold your tongue,” said Lupin.“But they’ve seen us, governor. There, they’re knocking.”“Hold your tongue,” Lupin repeated. “Not a word. Not a movement.”
      

          







         
 he called the “superior moments of existence,” those which 
           
       
—“One.… Two.… Three.… Four.… Five.… Six”—
          
       
        
  
         



           
“Follow me.”
     

  
        


          
“This way!… Help!… I’ve got them!… This way!”
         

        and smeared his face and hands with the wounded man’s 


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“What do you want, governor? There’s a nice thing to do!”“Let me do as I please,” said Lupin, laying an imperative stress on every syllable. “I’ll answer for everything … I’ll 
… Let me do as I like with you… I’ll get you both out of prison… But I can only do that if I’m free.”
“This way!” he shouted. “I’ve got them! Help!”
“Just think for a moment… Have you anything to say to 

… Something that can be of use to us?”
o understand Lupin’s 

       

“Let the governor have his way, you ass!… As long as he gets off, isn’t that the great thing?”
      


“No, not that! Not if I know it!” growled Gilbert, managing 


        
   
          
“Here you are, governor… I’ll explain. You can be sure 
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…”
       … Two policemen and 

  door and window came to Lupin’s assistance.
        

“I’m glad you’ve come,” he said. “The beggar’s given me a 
…”
“Have you seen the manservant? Have they killed him?”“I don’t know,”“You don’t know?…”“Why, I came with you from Enghien, on hearing of the 

         

         down. I fired at this one,” pointing to Vaucheray, “and seized hold of his pal.”
blood. He had handed over the valet’s murderers. Half a 


  


 
        
        
        







checking Lupin’s statements, which sounded so plausible.


         
 
         
 
        

          
      
         
         commissary’s attention. When the commissary turned to 
        


         
“Gfew questions.”


         

         




         
 
 








“Stop him!” he shouted. “Fire on him! He’s an accomplice!…”


        
 


       


       
“Go, little bark,


…”
         

        
        
           





          
—
      
          

         








“That’s it!” he cried. “Weshan’t even need the soldiers to 
          fellow’s acquaintance. He’s a cool hand and no mistake!”
        


         

        
“Halt!” cried the commissary.


         
        

          
“Surrender!” shouted the commissary.





        


“We won’t let ourselves be sniped. Let’s fire at him. Are you ready?” And he roared, once more, “Surrender… if not… !”










“Surrender!… Hands up!… You refuse?… So much the 
… I’m counting… One… Two…”
         

          




“If you stir, I’ll blow out your brains!”
 

         
      

         
           
        
        
They struck matches and examined the enemy’s cast 
         
     


    
… the card of Arsène Lupin.


       
         







          naval combat, the aforesaid Arsène Lupin was quietly 


         

the deputy’s armchairs and other valuables, wrapped 
          


       

          

 
 




         
         
        
       
          

“And it was this bit of glass to which Gilbert and 
y attached such stubborn importance!” he said to himself. “It was for this that they killed the valet, fought 
     … trial… the 







…”
        

       



  
“Help!… Help!” they cried.
        

        
dismal preparations, the cutting of the condemned men’s 
“By Jove!” he said, when he woke after a series of nightmares. “There’s a lot of bad omens! Fortunately, we don’t err on the side of superstition. Otherwise… !” And he added, “For that matter, we have a talisman which, to judge by Gilbert and Vaucheray’    with Lupin’s help, to frustrate bad luck and secure the triumph of the good cause. Let’s have a look at that crystal stopper!”
           

       
…
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
















       



         
        


         
    




          
       
       
      
          


    —   
—



