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
























          
      
   

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  –    
      
      
 
     











       

       


 
         


       





       


       


      

 


      
        
     
       

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















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

      

       

       
        
      
        
        




  
        
        
       
 
 
       








      


Experience one of Wilkie Collins’s earliest and most 
     
      
      


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













“ill she last out the night, I wonder?”

“Look at the clock, Mathew.”

“Ten minutes past twelve! She has lasted the night out. 
She has lived, Robert, to see ten minutes of the new day.”

         
    
       
  

      
—
       


“It’s an awful thing,” said the elder of the men, “for us 
           
minutes that our mistress has left to live!”

“Robert,” said the other, “you have been in the service 
     —     







actress when our master married her?”

“How came you to know that?” inquired the elder 


“Hush!” cried the other, rising quickly from his chair.



“Is that for one of us?” asked Mathew.

“Can’t you tell, by the sound, which is which of those 
bells yet?” exclaimed Robert, contemptuously. “That bell is 
for Sarah Leeson. Go out into the passage and look.”




     


and Footman’s Boy.

       
           
Lady’s       
         
        


“Sarah is not in the housekeeper’s room,” said Mathew, 


“She is gone to her own room, then,” rejoined the other. 
“Go up and tell her that she is wanted by her mistress.”



“Quick!—”   “    







”       
“he last time!”

     —
    —    
      
     
         
         
        


        — 
—
— ’     
        

           
          
receiving for answer, She is Mrs. Treverton’s maid; few 

      

        


  
          
   —     
  —     
         

in Sarah Leeson’s face—








         

     
            
         
    


        
 


    
   
        

        
     


 
            
       
      
         

   
        
       









          
 

         
         

     —  

         






         
       
        
   
          



her habit of talking to herself, and that Sarah Leeson’s 
       
d downward, to ruffle her maid’s tranquillity by 


        
        
who summoned her to her mistress’s deathbed—

        
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 —  
         
—
         
         
       
       
       
from the ordinary pattern of professed lady’s


for her to the door of her mistress’s bedchamber. She shook 
         



        



          

 s nothing in Captain Treverton’s face to warrant 
         

still trickling down it which he had shed by his wife’s 


“Go in,” he said, turning away his face. “She does not 

 —”       


Sarah Leeson, instead of entering her mistress’s room, 







        
     —  
        

       —
   “    ”—
          



Mrs. Treverton’s bedchamber was a large, lof 

       
        
         
        



     

         

   
        




        
       





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“Mistress,” said Sarah Leeson, standing close to the
curtains, but not withdrawing them, “my master has left the 
room, and has sent me here in his place.”

“Light!—”


       —


          
        


—
—
—




 
       
         
       
      
          
           

      
  
—

 — 




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



         


ome dog’s       
     
  
       
     
         
servants, talking downstairs of their mistress’s occupation 
         
   

       
her first appearance in public. The dog’s
        
        



         
 
         
            


“Bolt the door,” she said, in the same enfeebled voice, but 
       
          
“Bolt the door. Let no one in, till I give you leave.”







“No one?” repeated Sarah, faintly. “Not the doctor? not 
even my master?”

“Not the doctor—   ”  





        
mistress’s face, and, suddenly bending     


“Have you told my master?”

“No,” was the answer. “I sent for him, to tell him—
—
—

            
—”

        
         

first word of Mrs. Treverton’s reply
trembling hands over her face, and groaned to herself, “Oh, 
what will happen! what will happen now!”

Mrs. Treverton’s eyes had softened and moistened when 
           
         
      
         
         
—









“Look for my medicine,” said she; “I want it.”




“The doctor,” she said. “Let me call the doctor.”

“No! The medicine—”

“Which bottle? The opiate—”

“No. Not the opiate. The other.”





“Give me the bottle.”

“Oh, pray don’t ask me. Pray wait. The doctor said it was 
drinking, if you took too much.”

Mrs. Treverton’s clear gray eyes began to flash; the rosy 
        



“Take the cork out of the bottle,” she said, “and give it to 
me. I want strength. No matter whether I die in an hour’s 
time or a week’s. Give me the bottle.”

“No, no—  ”     
      ’ 
“”

         






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“She has killed herself!” cried Sarah, running in terror to 


“Stop!” said the voice from the bed, more resolute than 
ever, already. “Stop! Come back and prop me up higher on
the pillows.”



“Come back!” reiterated Mrs. Treverton. “While there is 
life in me, I will be obeyed. Come back!” The color began to 
          


        
        
woman’s head and shoulders. While this was being done the 
      



“Did you unbolt the door?” she asked.

“No.”

“I forbid you to go near it again. Get my writing
the pen and ink, from the cabinet near the window.”


   


“Bring them, and you will see.”

         
placed upon Mrs. Treverton’s knees; the pen was dipped 









—“”

        
         



“Oh, no! no! For God’s sake, don’t write it!” she cried, 
catching at her mistress’s hand—    


  
—


“Don’t!” reiterated Sarah, dropping on her knees at the 
bedside. “Don’t write it to him if you can’t tell it to him. Let 


—”

“The Secret must be told,” answered Mrs. Treverton. “My 
   
         


tell you.”

         


“You have been with me ever since my marriage,” Mrs. 
Treverton went on. “You have been my friend more than 
    
      

             







”



“You make my flesh creep!” she whispered, fixing her 
eyes on her mistress’s face with a stare of superstitious 


        
medicine began to affect Mrs. Treverton’s brain. She rolled 
—
          
—



“Write!” she cried, with an awful mimicry of her old stage 
voice. “Write!” And the weak hand was waved again with a 


        

superstitious terror which her mistress’s words had aroused, 

        
        
         
   
        




       
       
reiterating the word “Write,” she was able to enforce the 
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       
deliberate, determined tones. Sarah’s tears fell fast; her lips 
      
 
       
          


           

          
        


“Sign!” she cried, beating her hand feebly on the 
s. “Sign ‘Sarah Leeson, witness.’ No!—
‘’  ’  
”

   



“You will give this to your master,” she said, “when I am 
 
seat.”

       



“If I only knew that I was fit to die,” she said, “oh, how 
gladly I would change places with you!”

“Promise me that you will give the paper to your master,” 
. Treverton. “Promise— ’  







—’     —  


.”

        
 


“Yes, yes—the Bible the clergyman used,” continued Mrs. 
Treverton, vacantly, after the book had been produced. “The 
——
 ‘ ’ ‘
’”

“The Captain’s brother? Oh, don’t die at enmity with 
anybody. Don’t die at enmity even with ,” pleaded 


“The clergyman said so too,” murmured Mrs. Treverton, 

tones growing suddenly lower and more confused. “ ‘You 
must forgive him,’ the clergyman said. And I said, ‘No, I 
       d’s brother.’ The 
        

back?”

“Yes, yes,” answered Sarah. “He is a good man—
—’
   
         —
”

        
softly out of her mistress’s sight. The action attracted Mrs. 







Treverton’s attention, and roused her sinking faculties into 


“Stop!” she cried, with a gleam of the old resolution 

caught at Sarah’s hand with a great effort, placed it on the 
          
        
          


“Ah!” she said, “I know what I wanted the Bible for. I’m 
dying with all my senses about me, Sarah; you can’t deceive 
me even yet.” She stopped again, smiled a little, whispered 
to herself rapidly, “Wait, wait, wait!” then add 
with the old stage voice and the old stage gesture: “No! I 
won’t trust you on your promise. I’ll have your oath. Kneel 
—
”

         

       

      
         

       


“Swear!” said Mrs. Treverton. Her voice failed her when 
         
recovered the power of utterance, and went on: “Swear that 
you will not destroy this paper after I am dead.”




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  
        
    
 
 —
   —    



“I swear it.”

“Swear that you will not take this paper away with you, if 
use, after I am dead.”

     — 
         
  —    
—

“I swear it.”

“Swear!” Mrs. Treverton began for the th  
         


     
    —     
        


“You drank it all,” she cried, starting to her feet, as she 
comprehended the meaning of that gesture. “Mistress, dear 
    —     
——”


         




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
—


“I haven’t done—  —  
————”

          
         
   
           

written from her mistress’s dictation, and hid it in her 
  t look of Mrs. Treverton’s eyes fastened 
          
     
         
        



          
        
           



“Go to your master,” he said, “and beg him to wait in his 
own room until I can come and speak to him.”

  —    
—

       








“I think this person had better leave the room, Sir?” said 
         
and looks. “She seems unreasonably shocked and terrified 
by what has happened.”

“Quite right,” said the doctor. “It is best that she should 
—      
while,” he added, t

  
          



“You had better rest for a little in your own room,” said 
the doctor, giving her a candle. “Stop, though,” he 
continued, after a moment’s reflection. “I am going to break 
            
         

with me, and wait while I go into Captain Treverton’s 
room.”

“No! no!—  —   ’ ”
        
       


“A strange woman!” said the doctor, addressing the 
nurse. “Follow her, and see where she goes to, in case she is 

until you come back.”

         
         










“A strange woman!” repeated the doctor. “One of the 
silent, secret sort.”

“One of the wrong sort,” said the nurse. “She is always 
            
distrusted her, Sir, the very first day I entered the house.”
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










          
   —    
—
         
         

          


—
    
 “  ”     
 ’   
   
 — ’      
  
         
         
       
  
         
         

          


   







 


        

     
         

         
        
        




           




          

        
repeated incessantly such broken phrases as these: “How can 
    —       
——’
 ’    ”   
       
          
         

       

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—
     —     


        
   

        
—
 
          


          
      


          
the address, “  ,” and caught the letter up 
   firmer tones. “Why give it to him at 

know it!”

        
           
        



         
          
   

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servant’s obedience from

“Something moves,” she gasped to herself, in a breathless 
whisper. “Something moves in the room.”


    


“Do you come to me already?” she said, her eyes riveted 
     
key. “Before your grave is dug? Before your coffin is made? 
Before your body is cold?”




“Rest!” she said. “Rest, mistress—   
”

       

think, she reached Captain Treverton’s study, on the 



         

and ascended the stairs again to her master’s bedroom. After 
        
   
    —     


—

         —







“”





Mrs. Treverton’s bedroom was opened, when she ventured 
          


“I want to speak to my master.”

“Look for him somewhere else. He was here half an hour 
.”

“Do you know where he has gone?”

“No. I don’t pry into other people’s goings and comings. I 
mind my own business.”



          
          


        
         
          
—


“Can he be there?—   
”


          








she had hidden it on leaving her mistress’s bedside.

         

child’s, had been arched, and framed with trellis
        
      
        
         
       


The first object that attracted her attention in the child’s 



        
the child’s crib. Little Rosamond was awake, and was 
ing up in bed with her arms round her father’s neck. 

           
         

time to time, with her head laid wearily on her father’s 


The tears stood thick in Sarah’s eyes as they looked on her 
     
          
       
—


“Hush, Rosie, dear! hush, my own love! Don’t cry any 







          
comfort him.”

         



          






“I’m ill—’ — ”   
“ 
”




“She gets stranger than ever in her ways,” he said, when 
    
him into the open air. “Now our mistress is dead, she will 
have to find another place, I suppose. I, for one, shan’t break 
hen she’s gone. Shall you?”
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









         
Sarah’s face, seemed to calm the violence of her agitation. 
           


         
        

   
        

         



        



“Oh, my heart! my heart!” she said. “What must it be 
made of not to break?”

     

         

          
had been written on Mrs. Treverton’s deathbed. She drew it 










“Still in my hands! still not seen by any eyes but mine!” 
she said, looking down at the crumpled pages. “Is it all my 
  —    
—
me to give him the letter?”


       
       
        



        
       
Captain Treverton’s father the whole range of the north 
         
        
         
       



        —

        

         










          
 
        
       
         
    —    
      
   ’ 
        
         

          
        
        
        
        




     
 

         
       
 
    
   
         
         


“What binds me to give the letter to my master at all?” she 







       
dreamily in the palm of her hand. “My mistress died without 

     
      

oath?”

      —
         

    —    
          
       



             
house. Beyond that, Mrs. Treverton’s desire had been that 

  




         

         
  —       
       
   
          



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
           


         
        —

—

“I’ll risk it!”

       
         
   he housekeeper’s room, entered 
    

them, on which was inscribed, “Keys of the North Rooms.”


     
letter which she had written under her mistress’s dictation—

“If this paper should ever be found (which I pray with my 

           
          

acting against my mistress’s last wishes, I am not breaking 
        

         
—

 








          

Secret which this letter contains.”

      — 
      
    —     
—
           
         



On quitting the housekeeper’s room, she turned to the left, 


          
        
         
   



         
          


         



         








        


        


“I can’t go back now!” she said, desperately, and entered 




    


        
had taken from the housekeeper’s 
         
         
       




—

“The Myrtle Room.”

          
        

          



  
           







          
   


        


          
         
          
retraced her steps to the housekeeper’s room, entered it 
         


      
     
         
         

          
         


 
—        




       
        
         

earnestly recommended her maid to Captain Treverton’s 







tection, and she felt assured that the wife’s 
          


        

         
         
  —    


    


—
         
          
  

      
       

          


          

         












—         


           
and a little book of Wesley’s H  

act of shutting up the desk. “Shall I write?” she asked 
herself, “and leave the letter here, to be found when I am 
gone?”


           


         

         

        

note, and left it on her table, with her master’s name written 
    
          


  
        
          
were for effecting her departure without a moment’s loss of 
     
          






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—
 —  
          

          
         



        
  


        
    




















         
opened the little book of Wesley’s    
        




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        
     
         
—“
”

      
          
           
         


“Gone,” she said, “as I am gone! God help and forgive 
—”

          



       
        
       




        
         

          
          
           
          











   —      

         


       

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






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

















         
         
      

           
          



        
        

        
   


         

   









 past seven o’clock, on a certain fine 

        

         

          
         

      

  
 
          
       


       

        — 
— 
—
   
          
  to the clerk, and say, “Fine morning, 
Thomas. Have you had your breakfast yet?” He would have 
        
particulars: “I have had a cup of tea and a crust, Sir.” And 
 
          
        


