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















         
          
        
















“”







Maurice Marie Émile Leblanc    

elusive master thief Arsène Lupin left an indelible mark on 
        
Belle Époque France, Leblanc redefined the boundaries of 
         
          








   
      

local manufacturing industry, Leblanc’s heart belonged 


         
     
       

        

      




The Birth of Arsène Lupin
Leblanc’s destiny changed forever in 1905. Pierre Lafitte, 

         







         
        
Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes.

      
        
 The Arrest of Arsène Lupin 
d'Arsène Lupin     
         

      

         





        

 Arsène Lupin      
   
      


      
      

       
       
        

       
      








       
       
Légion d'honneur






        


 The Extraordinary Adventures of Arsène Lupin, 

first nine short stories that introduced Lupin’s genius, 


 Arsène Lupin versus    
egendary battle of wits between the world’s greatest 


      




       
       


       
















       
      
   
  
         



         
hero archetype. His creation, Arsène 
      
       


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



’

These adventures were told to me in the old days by Arsène 
           Prince Rénine. As for       
        
          two friends as one and the same person. Arsène Lupin is gifted 













































eep within a deserted, decaying château, an old 

         
         
       
     
under the clever alias of Prince Serge Rénine, Arsène Lupin 

        
       



     
 
          
 
       
        
           









showcases Maurice Leblanc’s gentleman


       

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








      

“Are you there, Rossigny?”“I am here,” replied a voice from the shrubbery at the front of 



            
“Well?” he asked.“Well, I had a great argu      

by my husband.”“But your uncle is responsible by the terms of the marriagesettlement.”“No matter. He refuses.”“Well, what do you propose to do?”“Are you still determined to run away with me?” she asked, 
“More so than ever.”







“Your intentions are strictly honourable, remember!”“Just as you please. You know that I am madly in love wityou.”“Unfortunately I am not madly in love with you!”“Then what made you choose me?”“Chance. I was bored. I was growing tired of my humdrum existence. So I’m ready to run risks.… Here’s my luggage: catch!”
    

“The die is cast,” she whispered. “Go and wait for me with your car at the If crossroads. I shall come on horseback.”“Hang it, I can’t run off with your horse!”“He will go home by himself.”“Capital!… Oh, by the way.…”“What is it?”“Who is this Prince Rénine, who’s been here the  days and whom nobody seems to know?”“I don’t know much about him. My uncle met him at a friend’s shoot and asked him here to stay.”“You seem to have made a great impression on him. You went for a long ride with him yesterday. He’s a man I don’t care for.”“In two hours I shall have left the house in your company. The 
… Well, we’ve talked long enough. We have no time to lose.”
       









Outside, in the park, the huntsmen’s horns were sounding the 
day of the hunt that morning at the Château de la Marèze, 
          d’Aigleroche, a mighty hunter before the Lord, and his countess 
         


       
          
         
        her uncle, M. d’Aigleroche, a farewell letter to be delivered to 
           
“I will write to him later,” she said to herself, “when his anger has cooled down.”


      
    
Comte d’Aigleroche, one of those typical country squires, heavily 
       



“What, uncle! You who are usually so sober!”“Pooh!” he said. “A man may surely indulge himself a little 
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…”“Aunt will give you a scolding!”“Your aunt has one of her sick headaches and is not coming down. Besides,” he added, gruffly, “it is not her business… and 
child.”Prince Rénine came up to Hortense. He was a young man, 

          
         
“May I remind you of your kind promise, dear madame?”“My promise?”“Yes, we agreed that we should repeat our delightful 
       
            known as the Domaine de Halingre.”
“I’m extremely sorry, monsieur, but it would be rather far and I’m feeling a little done up. I shall go for a canter in the park and come indoors again.”There was a pause. Then Serge Réni

“I am sure that you’ll keep your promise and that you’ll let me come with you. It would be better.”“For whom? For you, you mean?”“For you, too, I assure you.”
        
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

           



         

          


         




         
          
           


        
            
“Quick, quick! Oh, I was so afraid that you would be late… or 
be true!”
“You appear to be quite happy to do an idiotic thing!”“I should think I     

           luxury, and all the money you can wish for.”“I want neither money nor luxuries.”
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“What then?”“Happiness.”“You can safely leave your happiness to me.”
“I rather doubt the quality of the happiness which you would give me.”“Wait! You’ll see! You’ll see!”
       

    
          
         
        
           
“A front tire burst,” shouted Rossigny, leaping to the ground.“Not a bit of it!” cried Hortense. “Somebody fired!”“Impossible, my dear! Don’t be so absurd!”
         




“The back tires burst now… both of them.… But who, in the devil’s name, can the ruffian be?… Just let me get hold of him, that’s all!…”



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“Damn it! Damn it!” he swore. “You were right: somebody was 
     
     … But what are you doing, girl?”
          

“I’m going.”“But why?”“I want to know. Someone fired. I want to know who it was.”“Don’t let us separate, please!”“Do you think I’m going to wait here for you for hours?”“What about your running away?… All our plans… ?”“We’ll discuss that tomorrow. Go back to the house. Take back 
… And goodbye for the present.”


n a direction leading away from La Marèze.
had been fired by Prince Rénine.“It was he,” she muttered, angrily, “it was he. No one else would be capable of such behaviour.”
         



had she found herself face to face with Prince Rénine, she could 



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which lies between the Orne and the Sarthe, above Alençon, and 

           
        
         
persisted in her indignation against Prince Rénine. She bore him 
          
           
         


   
 
 turret of a château and a few windows with closed 
        
  
   Serge Rénine stood 


 
“One word, monsieur, to begin with. Something quite 
         motorcar in which I was sitting. Did you fire those shots?”“Yes.”
“Then you confess it?”“You have asked a question, madame, and I have answered it.”“But how dared you? What gave you the right?”







“I was not exercising a right,     duty!”“Indeed! And what duty, pray?”“The duty of protecting you against a man who is trying to profit by your troubles.”“I forbid you to speak like that. I am responsible for my own 
liberty.”“Madame, I overheard your conversation with M. Rossigny 
           
        

hours for reflection.”“I have reflected fully, monsieur. When I have once made up my mind to a thing, I do not change it.”“Yes, madame, you do, sometimes. If not, why are you here 
?”
         subsided. She looked at Rénine with the surprise which one 

       
       

      
            


“I know       
   







          wife of the Comte d’Aigleroche’s nephew by marriage, who 

          
 live with your uncle and at his expense. It’s a depressing 
     
countess’ first husband. The abandoned husband and wife 
         

       
   


         
 … in a word, you accepted with the very definite intention of keeping your admirer at arm’s length, but also with 
         uncle’s h        

         Rossigny’s hands… or trusting yourself to me.”


         
After a moment’s silence, he took the two horses by the bridle 
           
        









Rénine tore up one of the iron posts which supported a railing 
            
          
          
          
          



“You are in no hurry,” he said. “You will form your decision 

    
          
         château. Let us do so. Will you? It is as good a way as any of 
            uninteresting.”
         

         
          
       
           
Rénine went to work in the same way as before. They entered 


      
          


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“The door of the drawingroom, evidently,” said Rénine.
           

          


        

         
“It’s child’splay to me. I was a locksmith once.”
“Listen!”“To what?” he asked.
         

“It’s really very strange.”“Listen, listen!” Hortense repeated, in bewilderment. “Can it be possible?”
    

          


         
          
         
       
      
          château.
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“And yet,” stammered Hortense, without daring to raise her voice, “no one has entered the house?”“No one.”“And it is quite impossible for that clock to have k for twenty years without being wound up?”“Quite impossible.”“Then… ?”Serge Rénine opened the three windows and threw back the 




   
           
        

Rénine examined the old grandfather’s clock, contained in its 

            



“How extraordinary!” she said.“Extraordinary indeed,” said he, “for the works are 
rdly keep going for a week.”“And do you see nothing out of the common?”“No, nothing… or, at least.…”




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
“A telescope,” he said, thoughtfully. “Why did they hide it?… 
… That’s odd.… What does it mean?”
          time, sounding eight strokes. Rénine closed the case and 

 


 
            
“Oh,” cried Hortense, in astonishment, “the same date as 
… They tore off the leaves until the 5th of September.… And this is the anniversary! What an astonishing coincidence!”“Astonishing,” he echoed. “It’s the anniversary of their 
… twenty years ago today.”“You must admit,” she said, “that all this is incomprehensible.”“Yes, of course… but, all the same… perhaps not.”“Have you any idea?”
“What puzzles me is this telescope hidden, dropped in that 

         … 

… and the same, I expect, from all the windows.… We 
        … To use the 
       … 




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Shall we go up?”
        

nothing but accompanying Rénine and assisting him in his 


        



            
“Tsince,” observed Prince Rénine. “Look here, there were loopholes at one time. They may have been blocked.”“In any case,” she said, “the telescope was of no use up here 
down again.”“I don’t agree,” he said. “Logic tells us that there must have 
         this was the spot where the telescope was used.”



         
         
   

Rénine resumed his inspection. He seemed to consider that 

           




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


        
    

          
           
       forward, Rénine perceived that this deep and narrow opening 



        


Rénine, after wiping the outside of the lenses, while taking care not to disturb the lie of the instrument by a hair’s breadth, 


        
“It’s terrible… it’s really terrible.”“What is?” she asked, anxiously.“Look.”
            


“It’s two scarecrows, isn’t i       why?”


