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
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
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

          
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











“”







Maurice Marie Émile Leblanc
        
charming, elusive master thief Arsène Lupin left an 

rant era of Belle Époque France, Leblanc redefined 
       
          





       

        
        


       
Leblanc’s heart belonged entirely to literature.


     
       
       
       

















The Birth of Arsène Lupin
Leblanc’s destiny changed forever in 1905. Pierre 



  
success of Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes.

      
   
The Arrest of Arsène  
d'Arsène Lupin     

      
       
     
         





       

Arsène Lupin  
        



      
      
       

     
        












       
      
Légion d'honneur 







        


 The Extraordinary Adventures of Arsène Lupin, 
    
of the first nine short stories that introduced Lupin’s 


 Arsène Lupin versus 
legendary battle of wits between the world’s greatest 


      
       
        


       
      


      







 
         





      


      
        
   
         
       


        

Arsène Lupin, remains an immortal pop 

   

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











      

château of Count 
       
      
true challenger to Arsène    
      
       

     
       


        
Beautrelet’s relentless pursuit forces Lupin to play a high
       
       
       
—
       











Experience the absolute peak of Maurice Leblanc’s 
        
     
      
     
       

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






      



      
         


        
  

        

         




           
         
  
“Raymonde—Raymonde!”


          








“Raymonde——?”“Yes. So you’re not asleep?”“I suppose the dog woke me—some time ago. But he’s not barking now. What time is it?”“About four.”“Listen! Surely, someone’s walking in the drawing room!”“There’s no danger, your father is down there, Suzanne.”“But there is danger for him. His room is next to the boudoir.”“M. Daval is there too—”“At the other end of the house. He could never hear.”


          
         
        
“Look!——Near the fountain!”
          

     
         
         
          
        
          








“He came from the drawing room,” whispered Suzanne.“No, the stairs and the hall would have brought him ou
——”
         

 
           
       



         
“Let us call out——”“Who would come? Your father—
——?”“Then——    — rings on their floor.”“Yes——perhaps, that’s better. If only they come in time!”
         






“I’m frightened—frightened,” said
 

         







      

—

      
“No——don’t leave me—I’m frightened—”
       

  
       

          
them, at three steps’ distance, stood a man, with a lantern in 
          
          

            
        



        
room from her father’s bedroom. 
          
      
          
“Father!——      you?” she cried, distractedly.
         




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“Don’t be afraid—   —— 
———”
    

        Jean Daval, the count’s private secretary. A little stream of 
         




         

 
  

          

“That’s done it! That’s done it!” said one of the servants. “We’ve got this one. I’ll run down.”“No, Victor, he’s getting up.… You had better go down by 
          wall. That’s the only way he can escape.”
         

“Albert, do you see him down there? Near the main 
—”“Yes, he’s crawling in the grass. He’s done for—”




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“Watch him from here.”“There’s no way of escape for him. On the right of the 
—”“And, Victor, do you guard the door, on the left,” she said, 
“But, surely, you are not going down, miss?”“Yes, yes,” she said, with a resolute accent and abrupt movements; “let me be—    — 
—”
         

“He’s dragged himself behind the cloister. I can’t see him. 
—”
         man’s retreat, and Albert soon lost sight of her. Aft

          

        
 

       
“Well?” he asked.“There’s no laying one’s hands on him,” replied Victor.“The little door?”“I’ve been there; here’s the key.”“Still——”




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“Oh, we’ve got him safe enough, the scoundrel—He’ll be ours in ten minutes.”


        
    
“Of course not,” said Albert. “The ruffian can’t have left 
—We’ll dig him out of some hole or other.”



         
         
        



 llen under Raymonde’s gun, they picked up a chauffeur’s cap, in very soft buff leather; besides that, 




Rivièreo’clock in the morning and at once proceeded to the spot, 

       imminent capture of the chief criminal and “the discovery of 
        been committed.”At ten o’clock, two hired conveyance   
           
      
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
        
The old château came into view—  residence of the priors of Ambrumésy, mutilated under the 
        
           


         

           


        
       
Véran, whom he had taken

château was peaceful and regular. A few neighbors paid an 

           
   

        


     
        
       
          

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

          
          

         
        
         
       
    

         tapestries, by his maternal uncle, the Marqués de Bobadilla, 


“If the motive of the crime was theft, this drawing room, at any rate, was not the object of it.”“You can’t tell!” said the deputy, who spoke little, but who, when he did, invariably opposed the magistrate’s 
“Why, my dear sir, the first thought of
        universally renowned.”“Perhaps there was no time.”“We shall see.”
       




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



         
    
— 
—



         

         
       
“Death must have been instantaneous,” declared the doctor. “One blow of the knife was enough.”“It was, no doubt, the knife which I saw on the drawingroom mantelpiece, next to a leather cap?” said the 
“Yes,” said the , “the knife was picked up 
         
      Véran, snatched the gun. As for the chauffeur’s cap, that evidently belongs to the murderer.”
        

           

“Jean Daval woke me up. I had been sleeping badly, for 
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        
  

    —      
       said, in a low voice: ‘There’s someone in the drawing room.’ 
 




Monsieur le Juge d’Instruction

another with extraordinary swiftness.”“And after that?—”“After that, I don’t know—lay stretched by my side, mortally wounded.”“At first sight, do you suspect no one?”“No one.”“You have no enemy?”“I know of none.”“Nor M. Daval either?”“Daval! An enemy? He was the best creature that ever 
          
         surrounded with anything but love and friendship.”“Still, there has been a      murder: there must be a motive for all that.”
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“The motive? Why, it was robbery pure and simple.”“Robbery? Have you been robbed of something, then?”“No, nothing.”“In that case—?”“In that case, if they have stolen nothing and if nothing is missing, they at least took something away.”“What?”“I don’t know. But my daughter and my niece will tell you, 
        
         carrying fairly heavy loads.”“The young ladies—”“The young ladies may have been dreaming, you think? I 
 
       morning. However, it is easy enough to question them.”
    



         

“So I may take it, mademoiselle, that your evidence is positive?”“Absolutely. The men who went across the park were carrying things away with them.”“And the third man?”







“He went from here emptyhanded.”“Could you describe him to us?”“He kept on dazzling us with the light of his lantern. All that I could say is that he is tall and heavily built.”“Is that how he appeared to you, mademoiselle?” asked 
“Yes—or, rather, no,” said Suzanne, reflecting. “I thought he was about the middle height and slender.”
        

“So we have to do, on the one hand, wit



—which are still here!”
          


           
         
        

          indoor servants of the château and the two cabmen who 


“There is also the question of agreein  
     fired, mademoiselle, and from this window?”
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“Yes. The man reached the tombstone which is almost buried under the brambles, to the left of the cloisters.”“But he got up again?”“Onl
       keep watch here.”
       

“So, according to you, the wounded man was not able to 
       
         

   that lies before our eyes.”“I am sure of it.”“And you, mademoiselle?”“Yes.”“And I, too,” said Victor.
“The field of inquiry is quite narrow. We have only to continue the search commenced four hours ago.”“We may be more fortunate.”


“Sergeant, send one of your men to Dieppe at once. Tell 


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sold.”The “field of inquiry,” in the deputy’s phrase, was limited 

           
hundred yards each way, in which the ruins of Ambrumésy, 



        
   
  
       


        
        
         
 


        
        
        
      

       
       



           




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

         
      



“The man must have joined his confederates.”“Impossible!” cried Victor. “I was here while mademoiselle and Albert still had him in view.”“Nonsense, he must be somewhere! Outside or inside: we have no choice!”“He is here,” the servants insisted, obstinately.


           
          
   




the servants. But the sound of a horse’s hoofs came from the 

“Well, did you see the hatter?” exclaimed the magistrate, 
“I saw M. Maigret. The cap was sold to a cabdriver.”“A cabdriver!”
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“Yes, a driver who stopped his fly before the shop and 
   leather chauffeur’s cap 

          was in a great hurry.”“What sort of fly was it?”“A calash.”“And on what day did this happen?”“On what day? Why, today, at eight o’clock this morning.”“This morning? What are you talking about?”“The cap was bought this morning.”“But that’s impossible, because it was found last night in 
consequently, it must have been bought before.”“The hatter told me it was bought this morning.”
       

     
“F        The man who drove the calash! Fetch him at once!”


“Where’s the cabman?”“He asked for foo       
—”“And then—?”
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“He went off.”“With his fly?”“No. Pretending that he wanted to go and see a relation at Ouville, he borrowed the groom’s bicycle. Here are his hat and greatcoat.”“But did he leave bareheaded?”“No, hetook a cap from his pocket and put it on.”“A cap?”“Yes, a yellow leather cap, it seems.”“A yellow leather cap? Why, no, we’ve got it here!”“That’s true, Monsieur le Juge d’Instructionlike it.”
“Very funny! Most     —


false one, is in your hands. Oh, the fellow has had us nicely!”“Catch him! Fetch him back!” cried M. Filleul. “Two of 
        speed!”“He is far away by this time,” said the deputy.“He can be as far as he pleases, but still we must lay hold of him.”“I hope so; but I think, Monsieur le Juge d’Instruction
   
          




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found in the pocket of the coat?”“Which coat?”“The driver’s.”
        


“Woe betide the young lady, if she has killed the governor!”
“A word to the wise!” muttered the deputy. “We are now forewarned.”“Monsieur le Comte,” said the examining magistrate, “I 

        

        

        

—”



“What paper do you represent, sir?”“The .”“Have you your credentials?”“Here.”

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“And you, sir?”“I?”“Yes, you: what paper do you belong to?”“Why, Monsieur le Juge d’Instruction
——”“Your credentials?”“I haven’t any.”“Oh! How is that?”“For a newspaper to give you a card, you have to be on its regular staff.”“Well?”“Well, I am only an occasional contributor, a freelance. I 
or declined according to circumstances.”“In that case, what is your name? Where are your papers?”“My name would tell you nothing. As for papers, I have none.”“You have no paper of any kind to prove your profession!”“I have no profession.”“But look here, sir,” cried the magistrate, with a certain asperity, “you can’t expect to preserve your incognito after 
        secrets of the police!”“I beg to Monsieur le Juge d’Instruction


