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         


      

         







       

 
     
   
find the definitive proof that will clear Eustace’s name. 
           


Experience one of Wilkie Collins’s most progressive, 
     
Featuring the groundbreaking debut of one of literature’s 

      
      



































 

          




 

        

          
     
       

   





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

















’


“     

        

 as ye do well, and are not afraid with any amazement.”



           
    

“Valeria, you are married!”
        

         
          
          







          
 —in spite of his mother’s opposition to our 
—       
        
“Take his arm!” she whispered, in the tone of a woman 


“Follow your uncle.”
   d’s arm, I followed my uncle 




  


No relatives or friends of my husband’s were present; his 
        

but few friends. My dear father’s faithful old clerk, Benjamin, attended the wedding to “give me away,” as the 




         
         
    —   Starkweather’s opinion, of evil to come. I signed my married 







“What!” cried my uncle, in his l“you have forgotten your own name already? Well, well! let 

—try again.”






When it came to my husband’s turn I noticed, with 





        protest. “A bad beginning!” she said, pointing to my first unfortunate signature with the feather end of her pen. “I hope, my dear, you may not live to regret it.”
that curious outbreak of my aunt’s

me to feel the reassuring pressure of my husband’s hand. It was an indescribable relief to hear my uncle’s hearty voice 
   












“I wish you health and happiness, my love, with all my 
        —
        — 
Our house will be dreary enough without you; but I don’t 
       life makes you happier, I rejoice. Come, come! don’t cry, or 
    —and it’s no joke at her time of 
         

—and God bless you!”
        



The parting with old Benjamin came next. “I wish you well, my dear; don’t forget me,” was all he said. But the ol
          Benjamin always dined with us on Sundays in my father’s 
       his master’s child. I was very near to “spoiling my beauty” 
            
            
My husband’s voice roused me, and turned my mind to 
“Shall we go, Valeria?” he asked.







         uncle’s advice; in other words, to see how I looked in the 








 
        
  
         


          
    

        
          
        
          

        
           
           
           


     —  
         








          

        
 

      



         

—

        










 
           

         
       


         
 







      

        


  


         


        

         
        
       
         bridesmaids; no fathers or mother’s blessing. A dreary 
—    —  
A coupé has been reserved for us at the railway station. 


     
      arm round me. “At last!” 




          
         










’





   
         

 


         

         
     — thinking exclusively of him? Before the journey’s end I had 
       



      


         neighborhood of my uncle’s house.
      

         
        

           








        




          

        

of “playing” the fish. Along the bank I followed to watch the 

         
       something, especially, of the angler’s art. Still following the 


         





         

        

       
 
          
      














         



—
       
         
        









    
at the inn. He asked if I were not the vicar’s daughter.
    mother’s sister, and tha      



          










in any other man’s company had I felt as I now felt in the 

         
          
    —






—







     






            
        



       

  




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         


         
“You bring bad news, my angel,” he said, lifting my hair tenderly from my forehead as he spoke. “I see the lines here 
 you less dearly, Valeria.”“Why?”“I might give you back your freedom. I have only to leave 
be relieved from all the cares that are pressing on you now.”“Don’t speak of it, Eusta    cares, say you love me more dearly than ever.”
           

      —  
    
         
          

“Have they been raising fresh objections to our marriage?” he asked, as we slowly walked on again.“No, they have done with objecting. They hav
    
         

—
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

         
          

        —
        — 

us as if you were the worst instead of the best of men!”“Has anything happened since yesterday to increase theirdistrust of me?” he asked.“Yes.”“What is it?”“You remember referring my uncle to a friend of yours and of his?”“Yes. To Major FitzDavid.”“My uncle has written to Major FitzDavid.”“Why?”


“You won’t be angry, Eustace, if I tell you?” I said. “My 

         mother’s address.”



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


         




          

          
        
         
of her son’s marriage that she (and the members 
    
        keeping his engagement with Dr. Starkweather’s niece. 
      
          
         
       

         
       

          
            
      his mother’s address, on the ground that the vicar’s 
        
        
       
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Woodville’s renewed proposal for my hand, and he wrote the same day to make inquiries of Mr. Woodville’s reference 
Under such circumstances as these, to speak of my uncle’s 
        
       
“Has your uncle received any answer from Major FitzDavid?” he inquired.“Yes.”“Were you allowed to read it?” His voi
         
“I have got the answer with me to show you,” I said.




“ —      

      sed father’s will) an 
“Always yours,
.”“Can anybody wish for a plainer answer than that?” 
“If had written for information about you,” I answere“it would have been plain enough for me.”
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“Is it not plain enough for your uncle?”“No.”“What does he say?”“Why need you care to know, my darling?”“I want to know, Valeria. There must be no secret 
         when he showed you the major’s letter?”“Yes.”“What was it?”“My uncle told me that his letter of inquiry filled three pages, and he bade me observe that the major’s answer contained one sentence only. He said, ‘I volunteered to go to 

Woodville’s mother. He      
—
        
sense, Valeria. Isn’t this rudeness rather 
           
th and breeding, and who is also a friend of mine?’ ”
“Did you answer your uncle’s question?” he asked.“No,” I replied. “I only said that I did not understand the major’s conduct.”“And what did your uncle say next? If you love mValeria, tell me the truth.”“He used very strong language, Eustace. He is an old man; 
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you must not be offended with him.”“I am not offended. What did he say?”“He said, ‘Mark my words! There is something under the 

         


—’ ”
“You are sure your uncle said those words?” he asked, 

“Quite sure. But I don’t say what my uncle says. Pray don’t think that!”


“Goodbye, Valeria!” he said. “Try and think kindly of me, my darling, when you are married to some happier man.”
      

“What do you mean?” I asked, as soon as I could speak. “I 
           done, to deserve those dreadful words?”“We must part, my angel,” he answered, sadly. “The fault 





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             
         

         
         
—     —let me go!”


“Go where you may,” I said, “I go with you! Friends—
—        
—don’t madden me! I can’t live without you. I must and will be your wife!”
 

  


       
         
         
       —  
— 



       



      
      —    

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


           
k, I whispered to him softly, “Oh, how I love you! how I love you!”


          
    —  





 —







































        



         


   
 —

       

—


        
 
        possessed my husband’s full confidence as he possessed 




    

 

      
        







      
        
         

          


  —    



         

         


        


         
         

           
         



        
        


         


        









         


  
           
          
     
         
         
         


t led into my husband’s dressing





          
        
       


  
  
         
         

 —  —  









 
           

     
“To my dear son, Eustace.”
        



        
  
         
       
         

           
       
        

       
         
  —    







 
 

         








       


         


—




          
         
master was waiting to receive my husband’s 



         
         
   
      



      


        


 










        
 
          
     —   

The one drawback to my happiness was the landlady’s 
      

“Mrs. Woodville,” which I thought a little overfamiliar as an 
          





   
       
        





 case! there was my husband’s mother, 

         
 



        










 to assume the responsibility, in my husband’s absence, of 


     
        

—Broadstairs. “Oh no, Mrs. Woodville!” cried the irrepressible woman, calling me by my name, as usual; “nothing like so near as you think!”


  
  




         

“I am afraid you have overexerted yourself. You are very 
—
bottle.”
          

      heard the voluble landlady’s expressions of sympathy and 
       husband’s mother offered to me, 




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


    
    
       


          

 
   



improved. “The doctor assures me ma’am, that there is no 
       
            beach.”
——

        
       
       
—“Here is a gentleman coming,” she said to me, pointing in the direction of Ramsgate. “You can never walk back. Shall 
the cliff?”


  




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
       feelings. “Oh, Mrs. Woodville, ain’t it lucky? here is Mr. Woodville himself.”
 



         
     
  —     
“You here!” he said to her.“How do you do, Eustace?” she quietly rejoined. “Have heard of your aunt’s illness too? Did you know she was staying at Ramsgate?”


         
         

           
      
     —  


“Do you know who this is?” he


“A lady I met on the beach, Eustace, who kindly restored 
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to me a letter that I dropped. I think I heard the name” (she turned to the landlady): “Mrs. Woodville, was it not?”My husband’s fingers unconsciously closed on my hand 

“Mother,” he said to her, very quietly, “this lady is my wife.”


         

a woman’s eyes.“I pity your wife,” she
         



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




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





“Are you able to walk back?” he said to me. “Or shall we 
         railway?”
         

       



         


extraordinary conduct of my husband’s mother when 
        

  
          
         
    

            world’s end, if I could only keep my husband by my side, 
“I am quite recovered,” I said. “Let us go back, as we came, 
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on foot.”


“I won’t intrude my company on you, sir,” she said, sharply. “I have some business to do at Broadstairs, and, 
Woodville.”


        
          

          





          
     
“What does your mother’s conduct mean?”
—


         
 
“Eustace! you are not like yourself,” I said. “You almost frighten me.”
         


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“So like my mother!” he exclaimed, with the air of a man 
own. “Tell me all about it, Valeria!”“Tell !” I repeated. “After what has happened, surely it 
.”“You don’t see the joke,” he said.“I not only fail to see the joke,” I rejoined, “I see something in your mother’s language and your mother’s 
         explanation.”“My dear Valeria, if you understood my m

of taking my mother seriously!” He burst out laughing again. “My darling, you don’t know how you amuse me.”
          

     —   
—
         
           unutterable distress and alarm I asked myself, “Is my 
    acting it badly, before we have been married a week?” I set 

          
“You tell me I don’t understand your mother,” I said, gently. “Will you help me to understand her?”“It is not easy to help you to understand a woman who 
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doesn’t understand herself,” he answered. “But I will try. The key to my poor dear mother’s character is, in one 
—Eccentricity.”
    

        the beach, “Eccentricity” would have been that word. A child 
           
      —
—“Bear in mind what I have said,” he proceeded; “and if you 

—  to her, to begin with?”“Your mother told you, Eustace. I was walking just behind 
—”“No accident,” he interposed. “The letter was dropped on purpose.”“Impossible!” I exclaimed. “Why should your mother drop the letter on purpose?”“Use the key to her character, my dear. Eccentricity! My mother’s odd way of making acquaintance with you.”“Making acquaintance with 
    
           first.”“So you suppose, Valeria.”“I am certain of it.”“Pardon me—you don’t know my mother as I do.”
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“Do you mean to tell me,” I said, “that your mother was 
       acquaintance with Me?”“I have not the slightest doubt ofit,” he answered, coolly.“Why, she didn’t even recognize my name!” I burst out. “Twice over the landlady called me Mrs. Woodville in your mother’s hearing, and twice over, I declare to you on my 

own name before in her life.”“ ‘Acted’ is the right word,” he said, just as composedly as before. “The women on the stage are not the only women who can act. My mother’s object was to make herse


         
        
          

       
       
         
—
          
        
         
—









why.”
          —

          
        
     —   
        


Yes! If I had not discovered his mother’s po  



        
         
     
         

          
        

       



         


“Valeria,” he asked, “have you nothing to say to me?”“Nothing.”







“Are you not satisfied with my explanation?”
           

          


      


           
          
change in his tone my mind went back (I can’t say why) to 
    





  
          


     

“Valeria! I am vile—  —    Don’t believe a word of what I have been saying— cowardly, contemptible lies! You don’t know what I have 
ough; you don’t know how I have been tortured. Oh, 

       looked offended; I didn’t know what to do. I wanted to spare you even a moment’s pain—
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done with it. For God’s sake don’t ask me to tell you any more! My love! my angel! it’s something between my mother and me; it’s nothing that need disturb you; it’s 



         
        
  forget!”
       


“It is easy to forgive,” I said, sadly. “For your sake, Eustace, I will try to forget.”
   

            
        
      

            







   

 
  —    







—         



          
“Shall we sail tomorrow?” he called after me suddenly, as 


         
 
          

“Tomorrow is rather a short notice,” I said. “Will you give 
re for the voyage?”“Oh yes—take any time you like,” he answered, not (as I thought) very willingly. “While you are resting— 
    —  
before I go?”“Nothing—thank you, Eustace.”


         



  












’






      

——




—
     —  
law’s conduct, and 
         
      


—

   




    







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           


The landlady’s voice answered me.“Can I speak to you for a moment, if you please?”
        — 


 —        



          
       


“I have just returned from Broadstairs,” she began. “I 
         regret what has happened.”
“As a gentlewoman myself,” proceeded the landlady—“reduced by family misfortunes to let lodgings, but still a 

—
            don’t blame        
law’s conduct as I 
       —   






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—
—
         

—what shall I say? I don’t wish to offend you—   

         
 —        
—
     —    
—”
“I understand,” I said, “that you wish to quit your lodgings. When do you want us to go?”


“No,” she said. “Not that tone; not those looks. It’s natural you should be annoyed; it’s natural you should  
—   

 —why not treat me like a friend? You don’t know 
         —
“You?” I exclaimed. “What sacrifice?”“What sacrifice?” repeated the landlady. “I have degraded 
         respect.” She paused for a moment, and suddenly seized my 
    “Oh, my poor dear!” 
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cried this intolerable person. “I have discovered everything. 
am!”


“Are you mad?” I asked.



“Yes,” she said. “I begin to think I —
       doesn’t appreciate a sisterly and    Well, I won’t do it again. Heaven forgive me—I won’t do it again!”“Do what again?” I asked.“Follow your motherlaw,” cried the landlady, 

in its place. “I blush when I think of 
way to her own door.”
           

   
“I gave you a look when I left you on the beach,” pursued 
        redder as she went on. “A grateful woman would have understood that look. Never mind! I won’t do it again I 
         
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 —        —

          
         
           
 —I don’t know what to think of it now—

          

law’s name really is. She 

   (and consequently her son’s name) is Maca—
        
        
      leave my house!”



        
“Give me Mrs. Macallan’s address,” I said.The landlady’s anger receded into the background, and the landlady’s astonishment appeared in its“You don’t mean to tell me you are going to the old lady herself?” she said.“Nobody but the old lady can tell me what I want to know,” I answered. “Your discovery (as you call it) may be 
     
  







that her first husband’s name may not have been Woodville?”The landlady’s astonishment subsided in its turn, and the landlady’s curiosity succeeded as the ruling influence of the 


        
“I never thought of that,” she said. “Look here! if I give yo
        you come back?”


“No malice,” said the landlady, suddenly resuming all her 
“No malice,” I answered, with a


        law’s 

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






         

   
         



       
        
         
“I know what you have come here for,” she said. “You 

          questions relating to my son.”
         

“I have not come here, madam, to ask questions about your son,” I answered. “I have come, if you wito ask you a question about yourself.”


“What is the question?” she inquired.“I now know for the first time, madam, that your name is Macallan,” I said. “Your son has married me under the name 


