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


















          
      
   
















“”









Maurice Marie Émile Leblanc
        
charming, elusive master thief Arsène Lupin left an 

rant era of Belle Époque France, Leblanc redefined 
       
          





       

        
        


       
Leblanc’s heart belonged entirely to literature.


     
       
       
       

















The Birth of Arsène Lupin
Leblanc’s destiny changed forever in 1905. Pierre 



  
success of Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes.

      
   
The Arrest of Arsène  
d'Arsène Lupin     

      
       
     
         





       

Arsène Lupin  
        



      
      
       

     
        












       
      
Légion d'honneur 







        


 The Extraordinary Adventures of Arsène Lupin, 
    
of the first nine short stories that introduced Lupin’s 


 Arsène Lupin versus 
legendary battle of wits between the world’s greatest 


      
       
        


       
      


      







 
         





      


      
        
   
         
       


        

Arsène Lupin, remains an immortal pop 

   





































palmist, arrives at the historical Château de Roborey with 
 
        
     
 
        
——
       





        
—    
      ène 





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
      
         


     
     
creator of Arsène Lupin, Maurice Leblanc. Perfect for fans 
       
       
      

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
HÂTEAU DE 





        





         

Abruptly, from the interior of the caravan, a woman’s 
“SaintQuentin!”


“A nice thing this! I thought as much! The rascal has 
 is!”
        

          
         
         




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“Dorothy! Where are you going?”“To look for SaintQuentin!” replied the shadowy figure.“But he came b     and I saw him settle down on the box.”“You can see that he isn’t there any longer, Castor.”“Where is he?”“Patience! I’m going to bring him back to you by the ears.”
         

“No, no, mummy Dorothy! Don’t you go away by yourself in the nighttime. It’s …”“What are you making a fuss about, Pollux? Dangerous? It’s no business of yours!”
   

   

“No ill feeling, children. Danger? I’ll find Sainthalf an hour from now.”“A nice business!… Saint… A beggar who isn’t sixteen!”“While Castor and Pollux are twenty—taken together!” 
“But what does he want to go traipsing about like this at night for? And it isn’t the first time either.… Where is it he 
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makes these expeditions to?”“To snare rabbits,” she said. “There’s nothing wrong in it, 
e. But come, there’s been talk enough about it. Go to 
bye again, boys. And above all, Castor and Pollux, don’t fight. D’you hear? And no noise. The Captain’s asleep; and he doesn’t like to be disturbed, the Captain doesn’t.”
         

          

       
       
       
       
         
        

 





        
     
         



        

           

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


    




         building of a château, which though it lacked grandeur of 
         
         


          
      

“A quarter to five striking,” murmured the young girl. “SaintQuentin won’t be long.”
        

demarcation between the château itself and its rocky base.
        

          

          



“Those people believe themselves to be perfectly secure; 
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and yet nothing could be easier than to haul one’s self up 
… Look; there’s one 
… the window of some pantry.”



          
         
  

   


          
         




          




       
         
           


          

           
         

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    
        




          
         
           
         



        
       place. The window of the château, through which Saint
        
           



      
   


        

            




         
 













        
           
     
            

    



        
       
        
      
  

    



         
  
        
      
     
         
            
        










        
         
“Quick… quick!” she cried. “We must bolt!”


“What’s up? What d’you want? How did you know I was here?”
“Bolt, idiot!… They’ve seen y… They were going to 

… Quick! They’ll be after us!”“What’s that? Be after us? Who?”“A queerlooking beggar disguised as a peasant. He’s in a 

on to the top of him.”“But—”“Do as I tell you, idiot! And bring the rope with you. You mustn’t leave any traces!”


          


        



        







        
“What is it?” he said. “What’s the matter with you?”
        

         

“You———… That b… Your b… It’s t… Where did you 
    … Goodness! What a sight you are!”





        

          



       
       
“Wretch and rogue! You’ve been stealing again, have you? You’re no longer satisfied with your salary as acrobat, aren’t 

        looter? Eh? Tell me!”
         







 
“Tell you? What’s the good of telling you? You’ve guessed 
   … As a matter of fact I did get in 
… It was a pantry at the 
        … 
… The family was at dinner.… A servant’s 
 

—
           

         
 … fashionable people. … I saw them through a 
… the ladies décolletées, the gentlemen 
 … At last      

        
          … So 

 … After that.… I waited for daylight.… I wasn’t going to chance stumbling about in the dark.”“Let’s see what you’ve got,” she commanded.
   

        
  
“How lovely they are, sapphires!… The sky is sometimes 
—… that dark blue, full of light.…”
          
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          

          
          himself unrecognizable, had borrowed the scarecrow’s long 
           
    


          
He bent over them and said: “Keep them, Dorothy. You know quite well that I’m not really a thief and that I only got 
… that you might have the pleasure of looking 
   …   
… To think of 
          
… Ah, to think of all I’d do for you, if you’d let me!”
         “Would you really do anything for me?”“Anything, Dorothy.”“Well, then, be honest, SaintQuentin.”
“Be honest, SaintQuentin. That’s all I ask of you. You and the other boys of the caravan, I’ve ame, you’re war


       we’re hungry. But we must come to an understanding. I on
            
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sunlight. Are you like me? This is the third time you’ve 
            pardon it. If it isn’t, it’s ‘goodbye.’ ”
     



“Don’t you want to have anything more to do with me?”“Yes. But swear you won’t do it again.”“I swear I won’t.”“Then we won’t sa
         
         will send them back by post. It’s the Château de Chagny, isn’t it?”“Yes, and I saw the lady’s name onShe’s the Comtesse de Chagny.”


       
“Listen,” said Saint    “Yes. That’s what it is—the rascals!”
“SaintQuentin!” cried the young girl. “I forbid you to hit them!”“You hit them often enough!”“Yes. But they like me to hit them.”
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
        
“Dorothy! Mummy Dorothy! Stop SaintQuentin! He’s a beast! Help!”
 

“Dorothy, it’s my turn to be hugged!”“Dorothy, it’s my turn to be smacked!”
“And the Captain? I’m sure you’ve gone and woke him up!”“The Captain? He’s sleeping like a sapper,” dePollux. “Just listen to his snoring!”
            


          


        
        
           
      
  
  
          

           
        




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         


       


      
         
         
         
“The arithmetic lesson now,” was Dorothy’s order. “And 
Quentin, go to sleep for an hour on the box.”
      

   
       


      

           

          
        
        
     
At ten o’clock the young girl gave the order to harness the 
           






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“And the Captain? He hasn’t had breakfast!” cried Castor.“All the better,” said she. “The Captain always eats too 
          wakes him he’s    on.”


         willing. They called her “Oneeyed Magpie” because she had 
  
        

         pompous inscription, “Dorothy’s Circus, Manager’s 
ge,” which led one to believe that a file of wagons and 
     


         
         


          order: “Halt!”“What is it?” asked Saint    
“Look,” she said.“There’s no need to look. It’s straight on. I looked it up on our map.”“Look,” she repeated. “Chagny. A mile and a half.”
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“Quite so. It’s the village of our château of yesterday. Only 
o it we made a shortcut through the woods.”“Chagny. A mile and a half. Château de Roborey.”
          

“Roborey—Roborey.”“Doubtless that’s the proper name of the château,” 
 Quentin. “What difference can it make to you?”“None—none.”“But you look as if it made no end of a difference.”“No. It’s just a coincidence.”“In what way?”“With rega—”“Well?”“Well, it’s a word which was impressed on my memory… 
—”“What circumstances, Dorothy?”
“Think a minute, Saint



… But two wounded men, who occupied the beds next 
            
        ‘Roborey… Roborey.’ It came like a litany, unceasingly, and 
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uttered the word: ‘Roborey… Roborey.’ ”“Yes,” said SaintQuentin. “I remem… You did tell me about it.”“Ever since then I have been asking myself what it meant 
   
         
… it was a terror… a dread. Why? I have ne
          
     … written 
… on learning that there was a château of that name.…”
“You never mean to gothere, do you?”“Why not?”“It’s madness, Dorothy!”


        

“Three caravans are coming along!”
        


        

        
“Are you coming along too?”
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“Where to?” said Dorothy.“To the château. There’s a village fête in the grounds. Shall I keep a pitch for you?”“Right. And thanks very much,” replied the young girl.
“What’s the matter, SaintQuentin?” said Dorothy.
“What’s the matter with you?” she repeated. “Your lips are twitching and you are turning green!”
“The ppolice!”


“You see,” said Dorothy, smiling, “they’re not taking any notice of us.”“No; but they’re going to the château.”“Of course they are. There’s a fête there; and two policemen have to be present.”“Always supposing that they haven’t discovered the 

station,” he groaned.“It isn’t likely. The lady will onlyshe dresses for dinner.”“All the same, don’t let’s go there,” implored the unhappy stripling. “It’s simply walking into the trap. … Besides, there’s that man… the man in the hole.”
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“Oh, he dug his own grave,” she said and l“Suppose he’s there.… Suppose he recognizes me?”“You were disguised. All they could do would be to arrest the scarecrow in the tall hat!”“And suppose they’ve already laid an information against me? If they searched us they’d find the earrings.”“Drop them in some bushes in the park when we get there. I’ll tell the people of the château their fortunes; and 
         fortunes are made.”“But if by any chance—”“Rubbish! It would amuse me to go and see on at the château which is named Roborey. So I’m going.”“Yes; but I’m afraid… afraid for you as well.”“Then stay away.”
“We’ll chance it!” he said, and cracked his whip.
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
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
’



he château, sit     

        

          name of the Château de Chagny from the village w
          prolongation of the courtyard of the château. When the iron 


        
        buildings of the château, is adorned by a fine old fountain of 

Dorothy’s Circus passed th

          
        
         
         
       performance would take place at three o’clock.
        
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       


        
        canvas tents and swings and wooden horses, etc. Dorothy’s 
mayor’s office to have her license viséd, while Saint
      




          
     
  

 
        round the château, and everywhere else that one was 
“Well, how’s your search getting on?” said Saint


“The château, which has been empty for a long while, 
     
       
          
and modernized the château. 

the evening. Today they’re having a kind of popular 
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housewarming for the villagers.”“And as regards this name o anything?”“Nothing. I’m still quite ignorant why my father uttered it.”“So that we can get away directly after the performance,” 
“I don’t know.… We’ll see.… I’ve found out some rather queer things.”“Have they anything to do with your father?”“No,” she said with some hesitation. “Nothing to do with 

  re is darkness anywhere, there’s no 
… I should like.…”


Quentin’s face:“Listen: you have confidence in me, haven’t you? Yknow that I’m quite sensible at bottom… and very prudent. 
        … and 
           … Well, I’ve got a strong feeling that I ought to remain here.”“Because of the name of Roborey?”“Because of that, and for other reasons, which will compel 
      
… dangerous ones. At that moment, 
—boldly.”“Go on, Dorothy. Tell me what it is exactly.”
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“Nothing. … Nothing definite at present. … One word, 
man in the blouse, is here.”“Never! He’s here, do you say? You’ve seen him? With the policemen?”
“Not earrings?”“At the bottom of the basket, in a little cardboard box with a rubber ring round it.”“Good. As soon as the performance is over, stick them in 

        
house.”“Have they found out that they’ve disappeared?”“Not yet,” said Dorothy. “From the things you told me I 

         
ry. They’d have been full of it.” She added: “Look! there are some of the people from the château in 
      the grand air?”“Yes. I recognize her.”“An extremely kindhearted woman, according to what 
         
         … 
          appears, is not at all easy to get on with.”“Which of them is he? There are three men there.”


