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






















          
      
   
















“”







Maurice Marie Émile Leblanc
        
charming, elusive master thief Arsène Lupin left an 

rant era of Belle Époque France, Leblanc redefined 
       
          





       

        
        


       
Leblanc’s heart belonged entirely to literature.


     
       
       
       

















The Birth of Arsène Lupin
Leblanc’s destiny changed forever in 1905. Pierre 



  
success of Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes.

      
   
The Arrest of Arsène  
d'Arsène Lupin     

      
       
     
         





       

Arsène Lupin  
        



      
      
       

     
        












       
      
Légion d'honneur 







        


 The Extraordinary Adventures of Arsène Lupin, 
    
of the first nine short stories that introduced Lupin’s 


 Arsène Lupin versus 
legendary battle of wits between the world’s greatest 


      
       
        


       
      


      







 
         





      


      
        
   
         
       


        

Arsène Lupin, remains an immortal pop 

   

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














    

       
       

         
       
—
       

none other than Arsène Lupin, the legendary gentleman



     

      

        


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



Experience one of Maurice Leblanc’s most 
 
       
       
       
     


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
’A…



     

 
          
           
“Monsieur le Préfet has sent for a number of people to see him at five o’clock. Here are their names. Show them into 
 rooms, so that they can’t communicate 
          come.”
       



“Why, it’s you, Vérot!” said the secretary. “But what’s happened? What’s the matter?”Inspector Vérot was a very stout, powerfully built man, 
 
        
  

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“Oh, nothing, Monsieur le Secrétaire!” he said.“Yes, yes; you’re not looking your usual self. You’re gray 
… And the way you’re perspiring.…”Inspector Vérot wiped his forehead and, pulling himself 
“It’s just a little tiredness.… I’ve been overworking myself 

           
—”“Will you have a pickup?”“No, no; I’m more thirsty.”“A glass of water?”“No, thank you.”“What then?”“I should like——”
     


“Isn’t Monsieur Desmalions here?”“No; he won’t be back till five, when he hmeeting.”“Yes… I know… most important. That’s what I’m here 
have liked to see him!”The secretary stared at Vérot and said:“What a state you’re in! Is your message so u
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that?”“It’s very urgent, indeed. It has to do with a crime that took place a month ago, to the day. And, above all, it’s a 

         
tonight, inevitably, unless we take the necessary steps.”“Sit down, Vérot, won’t you?”“You see, the whole thing has been planned in su 
—”“Still, Vérot, as you know about it beforehand, and as Monsieur le Préfet is sure to give you full powers—”“Yes, of course, of course. But, all the same, it’s terrible to 
him all I know about the business. I thought it safer.”
        

“And here’s a little box as well; I’ll leave it on this table. It 
the contents of the letter.”“But why don’t you keep all that by you?”“I’m afraid to. They’re watching me. They’re trying to get rid of me. I shan’t be easy in my mind until someone besides myself knows the secret.”“Have no fear, Vérot. Monsieur le Préfet is bound to be 
         
up.”
 
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

          bundle of papers that lay on the Prefect’s desk and went out 



“Monsieur le Secrétaire… it’d be better if I showed you—”
     


           
          
“What’s the matter with me? … Have I been poisoned, 
… Oh, I don’t like this; I don’t like the look of this!”



“Why, no, it’s not worth while. The Prefect will be reading 
… What on earth’s the matterwith me. I don’t like this at all!”
“Monsieur le Secrétaire, we’ve got… we’ve got to… It’s 

—”
         

   the secretary’s room with little short 
         —
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


       

         


         
           
        


          


         


         managed to open it. He gasped, “Help! Help!” and fell at his 

“Tonight!” he moaned, believing that he was making himself heard and that he was in the secretary’s room. “Tonight! The job is fixed for tonight! You’ll see… The mark 
  … It’s awful!… Oh, the pain I’m in!… It’s the 
elp!”
        

“The teeth! the teeth! They’re closing!”








  
           
        
  


      
       

       




          
          
        
          
         
          



“Are the people whom I sent for here?”“Yes, Monsieur le Préfto wait in different rooms.”“Oh, it would not have mattered if they had met! However, perhaps it’s better as it is. I hope that the American Ambassador did not trouble to come in person?”“No, Monsieur le Préfet.”







“Have you their cards?”“Yes.”


“Mr. Archibald Bright, First Secretary United States Embassy; Maître Lepertuis, Solicitor; Juan Caceres, Attaché 
; Major Comte d’Astrignac, retired.”
         

—

“That’s the one I’m curious to see!” said M. Desmalions. “He interests me like the very devil! Did you read the report of the Foreign Legion?”“Yes, Monsieur lePréfet, and I confess that this gentleman puzzles me, too.”“He does, eh? Did you ever hear of such pluck? A sort of 
there’s that nickname of Arsène Lupin which he earned 

… How long is it since the death of Arsène Lupin?”“It happened two years before your appointment, Monsieur le Préfet. His corpse and Mme. Kesselbach’s were 



   himself after setting fire to the chalet.”







“It was a fitting e—rascal,” said M. Desmalions, “and I confess that I, for my part, much prefer not having him to fight against. Let’s see, where were we? Are the papers of the Mornington inheritance ready for me?”“On your desk, Monsieur le Préfet.”“Good. But I was forgetting: is Inspector Vérot here?”“Yes, Monsieur le Préfet. I expect he’s in the infirmary getting something to pull him together.”“Why, what’s the matter with him?”“He struck me as being in a queer state—rather ill.”“How do you mean?”
      Vérot.“And you say he left a letter for me?” said M. Desmalions with a worried air. “Where is it?”“Among the papers, Monsieur le Préfet.”“Very odd: it’s all very odd. Vérot is a first

  minded fellow; and he doesn’t get frightened easily. You might go and fetch him. Meanwhile, I’ll look through my letters.”
       


Inspector Vérot.“And what’s more curious still,” he added, “is that the 
  
          time.”







“Perhaps he only passed through here to go to you.”“To me, Monsieur le Préfet? I was in my room all the time.”“Then it’s incomprehensible.”“Yes… unless we conclude that the messenger’s attention was distracted for a second, as Vérot is neither here nor next door.”“That must be it. I expect he’s gone to get some air outside; and he’ll be back at any moment. For that matter, I shan’t want him to start with.”
“Ten past five. You might tell the messenger to show 

… Wait, though—”
        had found Vérot’s letter. It was a large, yellow, busineenvelope, with “Café du PontNeuf” printed at the top.
“In view of Vérot’s absence, Monsieur le Préfet, and of what he said, it might be as well for you to see what’s in the letter first.”
“Perhaps you’re right.”
  

“Oh, I say, this is a little too much!”“What is it, Monsieur le Préfet?”




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“Why, look here, a blank… sheet of paper! That’s all the envelope contains!”“Impossible!”“See for yourself—word on it.”“But Vérot told me in so many words that he had said in 
t the case.”“He told you so, no doubt, but there you are! Upon my word, if I didn’t know Inspector Vérot, I should think he was trying to play a game with me.”“It’s a piece of carelessness, Monsieur le Préfet, at the worst.”“No doubt, a piece of carelessness, but I’m surprised at him. It doesn’t do to be careless when the lives of two 
double murder planned for tonight?”“Yes, Monsieur le Préfet, and under particularly alarming 
ernal was the word he used.”


“What’s this little parcel addressed to me? ‘Monsieur le Préfet de Police—to be opened in case of accident.’ ”“Oh, yes,” said the secretary, “I was forgetting! That’s from Inspector Vérot, too; something of importance, he said, 
         letter.”“Well,” said M. Desmalions, who could not help laughing, 




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“the letter certainly needs explaining; and, though there’s no question of ‘accident,’ I may as well open the parcel.”






           
   
“What the devil does this mean?” growled the Prefect in



 also undoubtedly the reason why Inspector Vérot had kept 

       
          
       
         
         
          


       
     
“This is queer… There’s a riddle here to which I should 
 those teeth: what does it all mean?”
           




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         Inspector Vérot must be either at the police office or 
“I can’t keep those five gentlemen waiting any longer. Please have them shown in now. If Inspector Vérot arrives 

that I’m not disturbed on any pretext, won’t you?”


Two minutes later the messenger showed in Maître 
       
       Embassy, and Caceres, the Peruvian attaché. M. Desmalions, 
          stepped forward to receive Major Comte d’Astrignac, the hero of La Chouïa, who had been forced  
       
       
“Don Luis Perenna, I believe?” said the Prefect, offering 


The newcomer’s face and expression, his way of holding 
       
          
          








“Yes, Monsieur le Préfet.”“Is that you, Perenna?” cried Comte d’Astrignae. “So you are still among the living?”“Yes, Major, and delighted to see you again.”“Perenna alive! Why, we had lost all sight of you when I left Morocco! We thought you dead.”“I was a prisoner, that’s all.”“A prisoner of the tribesmen; the same thing!”“Not quite, Major; one can escape from anywhere. The 
you.”


        
         



   
        
“The summons, gentlemen, which I addressed to each of 
        

         
       
I will be as brief as I can.”


          








“Over fifty years ago, in 1860, three sisters, three 
      
    

       
     
        
“The family was very poor and went through hard times. 
        
       
      
    
         

         
      
           hundred million francs.”
        Prefect’s hearers. He saw the major and Don Lui

“You knew Cosmo Mornington, did you not?”“Yes, Monsieur le Préfet,” replied Comte d’Astrignac. “He was in Morocco when Perenna and I were fighting there.”“Just so,” said M. Desmalions. “Cosmo Mornington had 

        
         
          




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four weeks ago as the result of a most stupid accident.”“A carelessly administered hypodermic injection, was it not, Monsieur le Préfet?” asked the secretary of the American Embassy. “It was mentioned in the papers and 
us at the embassy.”“Yes,” said Desmalions. “To assist his recovery from a 
     winter, Mr. Mornington, by his doctor’s orders, used to give 
       


in a few hours.”
“Have I summed up the facts correctly, Maître Lepertuis?”“Absolutely, Monsieur le Préfet.”
“The next morning, Maître Lepertuis called here and, for 

        
    ornington’s will, which had been placed in his hands.”While the Prefect was looking through the papers, Maître 
“I may be allowed to say that I saw my client only once 
        
             








         
         inquiries with a view to tracing his mother’s family,
        
       fulfilling his purpose.”
        

      
“This is the will. I will ask you to listen attentively while I read it and also the document attached to it.”
        

“The last will an     


   
         
Maître Lepertuis will be good enough to forward to the 
        

list of which is in the keeping of Maître Lepertuis, I give and 
      

        

“In the event of my dying without discovering the 








       
        
           




        
         
the said Don Luis Perenna the sum of one million francs.”
        

“Poor Cosmo! … I should not have needed that inducement to carry out his last wishes.”
“Furthermore, if, within three months of my death, the investigations made by Don Luis Perenna and by Maître 


        
       
       
         

         
         enthusiastically in our tent in Morocco.”



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glistened on his lashes. Comte d’Astrignac said:“My congratulations, Perenna.”“Let me remind you, Major,” he answered, “that this 
           
found.”“I’m sure of it,” said the officer. “I know you.”“In any case,” asked the Prefect of Police of Don Luis, “you do not refuse this conditional legacy?”“Well, no,” said Perenna, with a laugh. “There are things which one can’t refuse.”“My question,” said the Prefect, “was prompted by the last paragraph of the will: ‘If, for any reason, my friend Perenna 
       


        
        
        

of my estate for the benefit of the Paris Police Fund.’ ”
“There is a codicMr. Mornington wrote to Maître Lepertuis some time after 

“I request Maître Lepertuis to open my will on the day after 

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          
          kindness to summon to his office Maître Lepertuis, Don Luis 
        



     
Comte d’Astrignac, who was his commanding officer in 

           
       
“Furthermore, I desire that my will be not communicated to the Roussel heirs until two days later, at Maître Lepertuis’s office. Finally—
          
     —  
        
            

     
  

  
         

to claim the bequest.”

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“You have now, gentlemen, heard the will of Mr. Cosmo
       
          
        

   the testator’s directions.“Don Luis Perenna’s papers, which he sent me, at my 

          
       most precise information.”“The minister entrusted this mission to me,” said Señor Caceres, the Peruvian attaché. “It offered no difficulties. Don 
        
        and property in Europe. I knew Don Luis’s father in 
           
three years ago, of his father’s death. I produce a cletter sent to Morocco.”“And I have the original letter here, among the documents 

       your orders in the Foreign Legion?”“I recognize him,” said Comte d’Astrignac.“Beyond the possibility of a mistake?”“Beyond the possibility of a mistake and without the least 
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feeling of hesitation.”
“You recognize Private Perenna, whom the men, carried 

to call Arsène Lupin?”“Yes, Monsieur le Préfet,” replied the major sharply, “the one whom the men called Arsène Lupin, but whom the 

s brave as d’Artagnan, as strong as Porthos.…”“And as mysterious as Monte Cristo,” said the Prefect of Police, laughing. “I have all this in the report which I 

  
years’ time, received the military medal, received the Legion 
       
there.”“Monsieur le Préfet, I beg of you,” protested Don Luis. “These are trivial matters, of no interest to anybody; and I 
…”“There is every reason, on the contrary,” declared M. Desmalions. “You gentlemen are here not only to hear a wi

            
          


…”
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“In that case, Monsieur le Préfet,” said Perenna, rising and making for the door, “you will allow me…”“Right about turn! Halt!… Eyes front!” commanded Major d’Astrignac in a jesting tone.


“Monsieur le Préfet,” he said, “I plead for mercy for my 



         
   
 

          
          

“But not one of them came anywhere near Perenna. The chap whom we nicknamed d’Artagnan, Porthos, and de 


           
        
          
—”“Another word, Major,” cried Don Luis, gayly, “and this 
sparing my modesty!”




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“My dear Perenna,” replied Comte d’Astrignac, “I always 
which was that you were not a Frenchman.”“And mother’s side and a Frenchman in heart and temperament. There are things which only a Frenchman can do.”The two men again gripped each other’s hands 
“Come,” said the Prefect, “we’ll say no

     
         that you did not rejoin the Legion until last month.”“Just so, Monsieur le Préfet, in time to receive my discharge, as my five years’ service was up.”“But how did Mr. Cosmo Mornington come to mention 
       you had disappeared from view for eighteen months?”“Cosmo and I used to correspond.”“What!”“Yes; and I had informed him of my approaching escape and my return to Paris.”“But how did you manage it? Where were you? And how 
…”
“Monte Cristo, this time,” said M. Desmalions. “The mysterious Monte Cristo.”







“Monte Cristo, if you like, Monsieur le Préfet. In point of 
          

           credit.”




“O        comrades’ reasons for giving you that rather odd nickname of Arsène Lupin? Was it just an allusion to your pluck, to your physical strength?”“There was something besides, Monsieur le Préfet: the 
         
       name the perpetrator.”“So you have a gift for that sort of thing?”“Yes, Monsieur le Préfet, a certain knack which I had the 
        occasion. Hence my nickname of Arsène Lupin. It was soon 
      much spoken of at the time.”“Was it a serious theft?”“It was rather; and it happened to be committed upon 
 Oran. That was really what started our relations.”





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“Poor Cosmo! That incident gave him an unshakable 
        
 ‘Perenna, if I die murdered’— 
—‘if I die murdered, swear that you will pursue the culprit.’ ”“His presentiment was not justified,” said the Prefect of Police. “Cosmo Mornington wasnot murdered.”“That’s where you make a mistake, Monsieur le Préfet,” 


“What! What’s that? Cosmo Mornington—?”“I say that Cosmo Mornington did not die, as you think, of 
      feared he would, by foul play.”“But, Monsieur, your assertion is based on no evidence whatever!”“It is based on fact, Monsieur le Préfet.”“Were you there? Do you know anything?”“I was not there. A month ago I was still with the colou
   the newspapers regularly, I did not know of Cosmo’s death. In fact, I learned it from you just now, Monsieur le Préfet.”“In that case, Monsieur, you cannot know more about it 
ou must accept the verdict of the doctor.”“I am sorry, but his verdict fails to satisfy me.”“But look here, Monsieur, what prompts you to make the accusation? Have you any evidence?”
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“Yes.”“What evidence?”“Your own words, Monsieur le Préfet.”“My own words? What do you mean?”“I will tell you, Monsieur le Préfet. You began by saying 
       

      
nflammation and caused his death within a few hours.”“Yes.”“Well, Monsieur le Préfet, I maintain that a man who 
    
        
 
       seen Cosmo at work, and I know how he set about things.”“Well?”“Well, the doctor just wrote a certificate as any doctor 
s suspicions.”“So your opinion is—”“Maître Lepertuis,” asked Perenna, turning to the solicitor, “did you notice nothing unusual when you were summoned to Mr. Mornington’s deathbed?”“No, nothing. Mr. Mornington was in a state of coma.”“It’s a strange thing in itself,” observed Don Luis, “that an 
rapid results. Were there no signs of suffering?”







“No… or rather, yes.… Yes, I remember the face showed 
         first visit.”“Brown patches? That confirms my supposition Cosmo Mornington was poisoned.”“But how?” exclaimed the Prefect.“By some substance introduced into one of the phials of 
      
loyed.”“But the doctor?” M. Desmalions objected.“Maître Lepertuis,” Perenna continued, “did you call the doctor’s attention to those brown patches?”“Yes, but he attached no importance to them.”“Was it his ordinary medical adviser?”“No, his ordinary me    

his deathbed must have been a local practitioner.”“I have his name and address here,” said the Prefect of 
olice, who had turned up the certificate. “Doctor Bellavoine, 14 Rue d’Astorg.”“Have you a medical directory, Monsieur le Préfet?”
        

“There is no Doctor Bellavoine; and there   living at 14 Rue d’Astorg.”













        

        Peruvian attaché had followed the conversation with eager interest. Major d’Astrignac nodded     


“Certainly, certainly … we have a number of 
 … that are fairly ambiguous.… Those 
… It’s a case that wants looking into.” And, questioning Don Luis Perenna as though in spite of himself, he asked, “No d   
     … and Mr. Mornington’s will?”“That, Monsieur le Préfet, I cannot tell. If there is, we 
        
       eaked out, Maître Lepertuis?”“I don’t think so, for Mr. Mornington seemed to behave with great caution.”“And there’s no question, is there, of any indiscretion committed in your office?”







“By whom? No one handled the will except myself; and I 
           documents of that importance every evening.”“The safe has not been broken into? There has been no burglary at your office?”“No.”“You saw Cosmo Mornington in the morning?”“Yes, on a Friday morning.”“What did you dlocked it away up your safe?”“I probably put it in the drawer of my desk.”“And the drawer was not forced?”Maître Lepertuis seemed taken aback and made no reply.“Well?” asked Perenna.“Well, yes, I remember… there was something that day… that same Friday.”“Are you sure?”“Yes. When I came in from lunch I noticed that the drawer 
          
       
       
—”
       

        
          
  





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“We will lose no time, Monsieur,” said the Prefect of Police, “in checking your statements, which you will confess 

… and who ought to be here by now.”“Does his evidence bear upon Cosmo Mornington’s heirs?” asked the solicitor.“Upon the heirs principally, because two days ago he 
        
—
          
… Now it’s a month today since Mr. Cosmo 
—”
        

“Inspector Vérot?” asked the Prefect sharply.“He’s not back yet.”“Have him fetched! Have him brought here! He must be found at all costs and without delay.”
“Inspector Vérot was here an hour ago, feeling rather 

       
         
        
         
… and which would be a 
nce of the murder of Cosmo Mornington.”
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“And he was unwell, you say?”“Yes, ill at ease and even very queer and imagining things. 
          
           
“Here is the paper and the envelope in which I found it, 
contains a cake of chocolate with the marks of teeth on it.”“May I look at the two things you have mentioned, Monsieur le Préfet?”“Yes, but they won’t tell you anything.”“Perhaps so—”
     yellow envelope, on which were printed the words, “Café du 

Neuf.” The others awaited his words as though they 
“The handwriting is not the same on the envelope and the 
obviously imitated.”“Which proves—?”“Which proves, Monsieur le Préfet, that this yellow 
        that, after writing his report at a table in the Café du Pont
 

t of paper.”“That’s a supposition!” said the Prefect.
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“Perhaps; but what is certain, Monsieur le Préfet, is that your inspector’s presentiments are well  
        

         terrible danger.”“Come, come!”“He must be rescued, Monsieur le Préfet. Ever since the 
       
          
     been the first victim.”“My dear sir,” exclaimed the Prefect of Police, “you 
        
         that your fears are justified. Inspector Vérot’s return will be the best proof.”“Inspector Vérot will not return.”“But why not?”“Because he has returned already. The messenger saw him return.”“The messenger was dreaming. If you havthat man’s evidence—”“I have another proof, Monsieur le Préfet, which Inspector Vérot himself has left of his presence here: these 
        
        

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they not a proof, a definite proof that he came back?”


seemed impressed. The secretary’s return but increased 
body had seen Inspector Vérot.“Monsieur le Préfet,” said Don Luis, “I earnestly beg you to have the office messenger in.”
  

“Are you sure that Inspector Vérot entered this room a second time?”“Absolutely sure.”“And that he did not go out again?”“Absolutely sure.”“And your attention was not distracted for a moment?”“Not for a moment.”“There, Monsieur, you see!” cried the Prefect. “If Inspector Vérot were here, we should know it.”“He is here, Monsieur le Préfet.”“What!”“Excuse my obstinacy, Monsieur le Préfet, but I say that, 
is still in that room.”“Hiding?” said M. Desmalions, who was growing

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“No, but fainting, ill—dead, perhaps.”“But where, hang it all?”“Behind that screen.”“There’s nothing behind that screen, nothing but a door.”“And that door—?”“Leads to a dressingroom.”“Well, Monsieur le Préfet, Inspector Vérot, tottering, 
         office to your secretary’s room, fell into your dressingroom.”
          

       
       
         


       
“I cannot believe—” said M. Desmalions.“Monsieur le Préfet, I would remind you that Inspector Vérot’s revelations may save the lives of two persons who are doomed to die tonight. Every minute lost is irreparable.”
       

         


           
“Oh, is it possible!—”
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
“The inspector! Inspector Vérot!” gasped the office 


 armchair in the Prefect’s office.Inspector Vérot was still alive, but so 



          


“Look, Monsieur le Préfet—the brown patches!”
         

“Send for the doctor!” ordered M. Desmalions. “Tell them 
       —   can’t let the poor man—”
“There is nothing more to be done,” he said. “We shall do 


e Préfet?”
         

           
“Vérot, it’s Monsieur le Préfet speaking to you. We should 








u hear me, Vérot? If you hear me, close your eyelids.”


“You have found the heirs of the Roussel sisters, that 
           
        


“Listen to me: you wrote on a memorandum pad three 
… Am I right? Is 
           

?”But there was now not a flicker in the inspector’s pallid 
ily on the chest. Vérot gave two 







         
“Poor Vérot!… He was a good man, who thought only of 

 —       
—        his secret. Poor Vérot!—”







“Was he married? Are there any children?” asked Don 
“He leaves a wife and three children,” replied the Prefect.“I will look after them,” said Don Luis simply.
        

         
“There is no doubt that Inspector Vérot was poisoned. 
ring of inflammation round it.”“Then he was pricked in that place?”“Yes, with 
some hours later.”




and the Peruvian attaché, considering their continued 
     
       
Next came the turn of Major d’Astrignac, wh 
Maître Lepertais and Perenna, having fixed an appointment 









“Ah, so you’re still here, Don Luis Perenna! I’m glad of 
     
      syllable Fau?”“I think so, Monsieur le Préfet. See for yourself: are not 

of a proper name.”“Just so, just so,” said M. Desmalions. “Well, curiously 
   —But wait, we’ll verify 
—”
      

         
“Ah, here we are!” he exclaimed, glancing at the signature of one of the letters. “Here we are! It’s as I thought: ‘Fauville.’… The first syllable is the same.… Look, ‘Fauville,’ 
    
       
… The writing is shaky—”
“MRÉFET“A great danger is hanging over my head and over the 

          


            








“Permit me to be, etc.
.”“No other designation?” asked Perenna. “No letterheading?”“None. But there is no mistake. Inspector Vérot’s 
      
          
         
our inquiries to succeed in time.”“What, Monsieur le Préfet? Surely, by straining every 
—”“Certainly, we will strain every nerve; and I shall set all 
clue.”“Oh, it would be awful!” cried Don Luis. “Those two 
        Monsieur le Préfet, I ask you to authorize me—”He had not finished speaking when the Prefect’s private 
“Monsieur le Préfet, this caller was so persistent. … I 
—”


“Look, Monsieur,” he said to Perenna.


 







 
“Come,” said M. Desmalions, “chance    

very much easier.”“In any case, Monsieur le Préfet,” the solicitor interposed, “I must remind you that one of the clauses of the will 
         
—”
         

“Inspector… Inspector Vérot?” he spluttered. “He’s dead, isn’t he? I was told—”“Yes, Monsieur, he is dead.”“Too late! I’m too late!” he stammered.
“Oh, the scoundrels! the scoundrels!”
        





“Whom do you mean, Monsieur? Inspector Vérot’s 
         inquiry?”








“No, no, it would be useless, for the moment.… My proofs 
… No, really not.”
        

“Monsieur le Préfet, I have disturbed you unnecessarily, 
… I was hoping that Inspector Vérot 
… His evidence, joined to mine, would have been invaluable. But perhaps he was able to tell you?”“No, he spoke of this evening——”
“This evenin      … But no, it’s impossible, they can’t do anything to me yet.… They are not 

—”“Inspector Vérot declared, however, that the double murder would be committed tonight.”“No, Monsieur le Préfet, he was wrong there.… I k
… Tomorrow evening at the earliest… and we will 
… Oh, the scoundrels!”
“Your mother’s name was Ermeline Roussel, was it not?”“Yes, Ermeline Roussel. She is dead now.”“And sEtienne?”“Yes. But why these questions?”“Monsieur le Préfet will tell you tomorrow. One word more.” He opened the cardboard box left by Inspector Vérot. “Does this cake of chocolate mean anything to you? These marks?”




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“Oh, how awful!” s“Where did the inspector find it?”
   


“I’m going, Monsieur le Préfet, I’m going. Tomorrowmorning I’ll show you.… I shall have all the proofs.… And 
… I am ill, I know, but I want to 
      … and my son, too.… And we 
… Oh, the scoundrels!—”


“I shall have inquiries made about that man’s 
 … I shall have his house watched. I’ve telephoned to the detective office already. I’m expecting someone in whom I have every confidence.”
“Monsieur le Préfet, I beg you, with an earnestness which 

        investigation. Cosmo Mornington’s will makes it my duty 
            Fauville’s enemies have giv   
the post of danger tonight, at M. Fauville’s house, near his person.”
        greatly to Don Luis Perenna’s interest it was t  

        
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         

 
       


     
        
  
te their owner’s baffling individuality, but which 
     
“Has anyone come from the detective office?”“Yes, Monsieur le Préfet; Sergeant Mazeroux is here.”“Please have him shown in.”
“Sergeant Mazeroux is one of our smartest detectives. I used to employ him together with that poor Vérot when I 

      
”




“Mazeroux,” said the Prefect, “you will have heard, by this time, of your comrade Vérot’s death and of the horrible 
      
       
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will work with him and report to me tomorrow morning.”
        

 
“I thank you, Monsieur le Préfet. I hope that you will have 

me.”And, taking leave of M. Desmalions and Maître Lepertuis, 



       companion’s professional gifts and quite ready to be g
They decided first to go to the Café du Pont they learned that Inspector Vérot, who was a regular 
         

o had entered the café at almost the same time as 
       
“That’s it,” said Mazeroux to Don Luis. “As you suspected, one letter has been substituted for the other.”


        

        shaped like a swan’s head.







“That’s something for the police to go upon,” said 
They were leaving the café when Don Luis stopped his 
“One moment.”“What’s the matter?”“We’ve been followed.”“Followed? What next? And by whom, pray?”“No one that matters. I know who it is and
be back; and I’ll show you some fun. You shall see one of the ‘nuts,’ I promise you.”


“M. Mazeroux, a friend of mine, Señor Caceres, an attaché at the Peruvian Legation. Señor Caceres took part in the interview at the Prefect’s just now. It was he who, on the Peruvian Minister’s instructions, collected the documents 
   ntity.” And he added gayly: “So you were looking for me, dear Señor Caceres. Indeed, I expected, 
—”The Peruvian attaché made a sign and pointed to 
“Oh, pray don’t mind M. Mazeroux! You can
the business.”The attaché was silent. Perenna made him sit down in 


