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Qualitative analysis resembles a puzzle; you are confronted
with a heap of data and you find yourself wondering: what
should I do next? Ideally, you have already started the
analysis before the amount of data becomes overwhelming.
However, realistically, qualitative research inevitably
generates a large amount of data that requires thorough
organization, interpretation, combination and manipulation.

A Companion to Qualitative Analysis introduces the concept of Thick analysis,
a triangulation strategy that enables you to systematically examine your data
from a broad perspective to get the most out of your research. Part I of the book
provides a theoretical overview of different analysis methods, the use of QDAS
(qualitative data analysis software), ethical considerations and quality demands.
Part II illustrates what the combination of different analyses of the same dataset
by several researchers yields. This is what Thick analysis is about!

Jeanine Evers wants to challenge you to think and grow, while reading and
rereading, to understand what Thick analysis might mean for your own research.
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FOREWORD

The idea for this book arose around 2005; it became a diptych about interview-
ing and analysis in qualitative research. I did not want to write a recipe book as
I think that qualitative research is more than just applying techniques. Instead,
I wanted to allow room for the creativity of the researcher whilst keeping it
concrete and not construct a ‘black box”. Therefore, both books have a format
in which the first part discusses the theory behind the method, supplemented
with tips from practical experience. The second part of both books consists of
articles in which experienced researchers illustrate their practical experiences
with applying the method. The first part of the diptych, The Qualitative Inter-
view: Art and Skill, appeared in 2007 in Dutch and is now in its third edition in
Dutch (2023).

The second part of the diptych, on qualitative analysis, first published in 2015,
has had a long run-up. Therefore, the analyses discussed in Part II of this book
have been completed at different moments in time. In this second edition of the
Companion, which is the first edition in English, I will go into more detail on
the meaning of Thick analysis as a method and I have added a number of anal-
ysis methods. It also discusses the different ways of reasoning one can use. I
wish you a lot of fun and creativity in your analysis!

I want to finish with thanking several people for their hard work under time
pressure, their support and thoughts along the way.

First, I would like to thank all the authors of Part II for their willingness to par-
ticipate in this analysis experiment and for making their valuable time availa-
ble. In alphabetical order: Aletta G. Dorst, Arthur Edwards, Baldwin van Gorp,
Richard Staring, and Elsabé Willeboordse. I would also like to thank René van
Horik for his contribution on archiving data files. Without you, Part II would
not exist!

Thanks to Jasmijn Boonacker from Amsterdam University Press and Aletta G.
Dorst from Leiden University for your belief in this project. You made this pro-
ject possible to begin with!
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Furthermore I would like to thank the students of Think & Thick Translators
Inc, in alphabetical order: Ekin Arslan, Joyce Belleflamme, Amy Michelle van
den Brink, Rachel Brochus, Desi Brockbernd, Isabeau Bruinsma, Daniélle van
Dort, Jenna Hoekstra, Deirdre de Jonge, Amber Kleinekoort, Hanna de Koning,
Anna van Meijeren, Lisa Moers, Jolijn Mulder, Levi Nieuwenhuizen, Aysha
Ooms, Sanne te Riele, Nynke Rollema, Branco Rood, Matthieu Rood, Maxime
Spithorst, Fleur van Tellingen, Nathan Vilé, Robin de Vries, Li Zhao and their
supervisor Aletta G. Dorst. Thanks to all of you for your help and guidance
with the translation of this companion!

Last but surely not least I would like to thank Wendy Kulsdom for the graphic
design of both the cover and the text of this companion. Thank you so much for
your patience in our endless talks on the layout and your accuracy in doing so!

This has become a more beautiful book because of you all!
Jeanine Evers

The Hague, February 2025

www.eversresearch.nl
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1 A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO QUALITATIVE
RESEARCH

The introduction this chapter will first discuss the objective of this book. he
remainder of the chapter is dedicated to a general introduction of qualitative
research: the designing process, the data collection, the role of reflection, the
use of analysis software and the planning will be discussed.

1.1 INTRODUCTION

‘If there is one thing that produces poor studies, it is a researcher who is blind o the
methodological consequences of research decisions.” (Clive Seale, 1999, p.49)

This book is the second in a diptych on qualitative research methods and it is
specifically focused on qualitative analysis. The first book was about qualitative
interviewing (Evers, 2023). The books have a special format. The first part is
written by me and is more focused on highlighting the theoretical side of the
subject, supplemented with practical tips. For the second part, several research-
ers have been invited to write from their practical experience. In this book, the
second part is about a particular analytic tactic or analytic strategy' that each
individual author is highly skilled in, while in the book on qualitative inter-
viewing this part was about a particular kind of interview or a particular kind
of participant with which the researcher had a lot of experience. In part two
of this book, Arthur Edwards writes about argumentation analysis, Baldwin
van Gorp about frame analysis, Aletta Dorst about metaphor analysis, Richard
Staring about the grounded theory approach and Elsabé Willeboordse about
Tripod Beta analysis. I have chosen this format because I believe that qualitative
research is more than just applying techniques; it also involves a great deal of
creativity and reflective capacity from the researcher. With this format I hope to
challenge you as a reader to think along with the book and grow (by reading and
re-reading as in the hermeneutic circle) in understanding and interpreting what
Thick analysis and qualitative analysis really is and what it could mean in your
research practice. In my experience, methodological knowledge is something

1 Terms that I introduce in this book as a classification criterion and which are elaborated on
in more detail in Chapters 3 and 4.
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that grows over the years; you will slowly understand it better, fathom it and
then apply it differently.

Theme and target audience

The central theme of this book is, as the title indicates, Thick analysis?, which pre-
sumes the usage of analysis software. Analytical triangulation, the use of mul-
tiple methods of analysis on the data, or, as I have called it elsewhere, looking at
the data through multiple lenses (Evers & Van Staa, 2010), is the central starting
point for that.? This book aims to provide an overview of qualitative analysis in
such a way that you as a reader will have a sound enough understanding of the
topic to make well-considered choices for the use of certain analysis methods in
your own project. Where possible, this will be done in accordance with existing
terminology. At the same time, a simple and effective classification of quali-
tative analysis has been developed: analytic techniques, analytic tactics, and
analytic strategies are used to reduce the web of terms and classifications that
characterizes the literature on methods in this field. Since analysis is closely
related to several other aspects of the research project, such as design, quality
requirements, and research ethics, these will also be addressed in Part L.

Layout of the book

As previously mentioned, the book is divided into two parts. In Part I, mainly
theoretical notions surrounding qualitative analysis and the various analytic
techniques, tactics, and strategies are discussed, supplemented with tips from
my many years of practical experience. After a general introduction to quali-
tative research (Chapter 1), the concept of qualitative analysis is the first to be
explored in Chapter 2. Subsequently, Chapter 3 discusses the process of Thick
analysis. Chapter 4 briefly discusses a large number of analytic techniques, tactics,
and strategies from which you can select the combination that suits your research
question and data best. Chapter 5 explores quality requirements throughout the
research process and discusses questions that can be asked regarding this
issue. Chapter 6 reports on a study among researchers on the pressure they expe-
rienced during their research. Lastly, Chapter 7 discusses the reporting of your
research project and issues related to it. Part II discusses an analysis experiment.
Several authors describe a particular analytic tactic or strategy that they apply
to the problem statement and data set provided by me. These are argumenta-
tion analysis, frame analysis, grounded theory, metaphor analysis and Tripod
Beta, respectively. The appendix/appendices to each respective chapter explain,
if necessary, the analysis with parts from the analysis.

2 This concept was developed at the time (2010) by myself and AnneLoes van Staa, stemming
from the observation that the popular GT was often used in publications as justification for
the method used, while this turned out to not be the case upon closer inspection.

3 Thisis very nicely depicted in the wood engraving Other World by Escher, which I discovered
by chance in the closing phase of the first edition of the book. Please do read the explana-
tion of the curator; I could not have thought of a nicer explanation of analysis triangulation!
(https://www.escherinhetpaleis.nl/showpiece/other-world/?lang=en).



