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‘I like to be on the edge of the possible.’

— Jørn Utzon, architect of the Sydney Opera House

An encore-worthy opera performance combines plenty of drama, powerful arias, 
and flamboyant sets and costumes. It’s a lot to cram into one show, and the same 
can be said of the opera building itself, which contains multitudes: good acoustics; 
unobstructed views (of both the stage and the audience, for the all-important 
people-watching); ample space for the orchestra, backstage and specialist 
workshops; and, of course, a grand – if possible, gilded – entrance. 

Opera’s heyday as mainstream entertainment might well have been in the  
19th century, yet the opera house itself is as popular as ever: a must-have status 
symbol for any self-respecting city or country. You will find them everywhere, 
from the Amazon jungle to the New Mexico desert, and in all shapes and 
forms, from historic, art-filled venues turned tourist attractions to high-tech 
contemporary buildings designed by the likes of Norman Foster and Zaha Hadid. 

The best performances can sometimes be found in the most unusual places, 
including Roman amphitheatres, a medieval Finnish castle, English manor house 
gardens and a Brazilian quarry. These repurposed settings bring a new energy to 
an art form celebrating the transformative power of a real-life, live experience  
and the carefully honed skills of musicians and craftspeople.

Many venues have stories worthy of their own opera: there are long construction 
sagas, dramatic fires and crazy performances like Stockhausen’s Helikopter-
Streichquartett in Salzburg, involving a string quartet and four flying machines. 
There are also endless political interferences (still a thing today, from Venice to 
Washington), as befits a form of entertainment first staged in Florentine palaces 
at the end of the 16th century to celebrate the power of the state.

Others have remarkable shapes, as eye-catching as the pyramids used as a 
backdrop for Verdi’s Aida. There are many ways to hide a tall fly tower: Santiago 
Calatrava’s Palau de les Arts Reina Sofía in Valencia, for example, resembles  
the helmet of a Valkyrie, back from the future. Certainly, opera houses have  
been designed, past and present, to be admired and gawped at, whether it is  
for the opulence of their decoration, the lavishness of their royal boxes or their 
futuristic silhouettes.

And the opera house-building craze is far from over: projects breaking new 
ground around the world today include Bjarke Ingels Group’s designs for Hamburg 
and Kosovo, Snøhetta’s creations in Düsseldorf and Saudi Arabia, Renzo Piano 
Building Workshop’s opera house in Vietnam and Jean Nouvel’s sinuous Shenzhen 
Opera House. One fine day, we will see…





EUROPE 

	 AIX-EN-PROVENCE 

01	 THÉÂTRE DE L’ARCHEVÊCHÉ 	 P.12

	 AMSTERDAM 

02 	 DUTCH NATIONAL OPERA & 	 P.13 	

	 BALLET

	 ANTWERP

03 	 OPERA ANTWERP 	 P.14

	 ATHENS

04 	 GREEK NATIONAL OPERA 	 P.15

	 BARCELONA

05 	 GRAN TEATRE DEL LICEU 	 P.16 

	 BAYREUTH

06 	 MARGRAVIAL OPERA HOUSE 	 P.20

07 	 BAYREUTH FESTSPIELHAUS 	 P.21

	 BELFAST

08 	 GRAND OPERA HOUSE 	 P.22

	 BERLIN

09	 DEUTSCHE OPER	 P.23

10 	 KOMISCHE OPER	 P.24

11 	 STAATSOPER BERLIN	 P.27

	 BOLOGNA

12 	 TEATRO COMUNALE 	 P.28 

	 DI BOLOGNA

	 BORDEAUX

13 	 GRAND-THÉÂTRE 	 P.29 
	 DE BORDEAUX

	 BREGENZ

14 	 SEEBÜHNE	 P.30

	 BRNO

15 	 JANÁČEK THEATRE	 P.32

	 BRUSSELS

16 	 LA MONNAIE / DE MUNT	 P.33

	 BUDAPEST

17 	 HUNGARIAN STATE OPERA	 P.37

	 BYDGOSZCZ

18 	 OPERA NOVA BYDGOSZCZ	 P.38

	 CARDIFF

19 	 WALES MILLENNIUM CENTRE	 P.39

	 CLUJ-NAPOCA

20 	 ROMANIAN NATIONAL OPERA	 P.40

	 COLOGNE

21 	 OPER KÖLN	 P.41

	 COPENHAGEN

22 	 COPENHAGEN OPERA HOUSE	 P.44

	 DORTMUND

23 	 OPERNHAUS DORTMUND	 P.46

	 DRESDEN

24 	 SEMPEROPER	 P.47

	 DROTTNINGHOLM

25 	 DROTTNINGHOLMS 	 P.50 
	 SLOTTSTEATER

	 ESSEN

26 	 AALTO THEATRE	 P.51

	 GELSENKIRCHEN

27 	 MUSIKTHEATER IM REVIER	 P.53

	 GENEVA

28 	 GRAND THÉÂTRE DE GENÈVE	 P.54

	 GLASGOW

29 	 THEATRE ROYAL GLASGOW	 P.57

	 GLYNDEBOURNE

30 	 GLYNDEBOURNE OPERA HOUSE	 P.59

	 GRAZ

31 	 GRAZ OPERA	 P.60

	 HELSINKI

32 	 FINNISH NATIONAL OPERA 	 P.62 
	 AND BALLET

	 LEIPZIG

33 	 OPER LEIPZIG 	 P.64

	 LISBON

34 	 TEATRO NACIONAL 	 P.65 
	 DE SÃO CARLOS
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	 LONDON 

35 	 ENGLISH NATIONAL OPERA 	 P.66

36 	 ROYAL OPERA HOUSE	 P.69

	 LYON

37 	 OPÉRA NATIONAL DE LYON	 P.70

	 MADRID

38 	 TEATRO REAL	 P.71

	 MILAN

39 	 TEATRO ALLA SCALA	 P.72

	 MINSK

40	 NATIONAL OPERA & BALLET 	 P.73 
	 OF BELARUS

	 MONACO

41 	 OPÉRA DE MONTE-CARLO	 P.74

	 MOSCOW

42 	 BOLSHOI THEATRE	 P.76

	 MUNICH

43 	 BAYERISCHE STAATSOPER 	 P.77

44 	 CUVILLIÉS THEATRE	 P.80

	 MÜNSTER

45 	 THEATER MÜNSTER	 P.81

	 NAPLES

46 	 TEATRO DI SAN CARLO	 P.82

	 ODESA

47 	 ODESA OPERA AND 	 P.83 
	 BALLET THEATRE

	 ORANGE

48 	 THÉÂTRE ANTIQUE D’ORANGE	 P.84

	 OSLO

49 	 NORWEGIAN NATIONAL 	 P.85 
	 OPERA & BALLET

	 PALERMO

50 	 TEATRO MASSIMO VITTORIO 	 P.88 
	 EMANUELE

	 PARIS

51 	 OPÉRA BASTILLE	 P.89

52 	 OPÉRA-COMIQUE 	 P.91

53 	 PALAIS GARNIER 	 P.92

	 PRAGUE

54 	 ESTATES THEATRE	 P.95

55 	 NATIONAL THEATRE PRAGUE	 P.96

56 	 STATE OPERA PRAGUE	 P.97

	 REGENSBURG

57 	 STAATSTHEATER REGENSBURG	P.100

	 RIGA

58 	 LATVIAN NATIONAL OPERA	 P.102

	 ROME

59 	 TEATRO DELL’OPERA	 P.103

	 SALZBURG

60 	 FELSENREITSCHULE	 P.104

	 SANTANDER

61 	 PALACIO DE FESTIVALES 	 P.105 
	 CANTABRIA

	 SAVONLINNA

62 	 OLAVINLINNA	 P.106

	 SEVILLE

63 	 TEATRO DE LA MAESTRANZA	 P.110

	 SOFIA

64 	 SOFIA NATIONAL OPERA 	 P.112

	 STOCKHOLM

65 	 ROYAL SWEDISH OPERA HOUSE	 P.113

	 STOKENCHURCH

66 	 GARSINGTON OPERA 	 P.114

	 ST PETERSBURG

67 	 MARIINSKY THEATRE	 P.118

	 STRASBOURG

68 	 OPÉRA DU RHIN	 P.119

	 TALLINN

69 	 ESTONIA NATIONAL OPERA	 P.120

	 TBILISI

70	 GEORGIAN NATIONAL 	 P.121 
	 OPERA THEATRE
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	 TIMIȘOARA

71 	 TIMIȘOARA OPERA HOUSE	 P.122

	 TOULOUSE

72 	 OPÉRA NATIONAL CAPITOLE	 P.123

	 TURIN

73 	 TEATRO REGIO DI TORINO	 P.124

	 VALENCIA

74 	 LES ARTS	 P.127

	 VENICE

75 	 TEATRO LA FENICE	 P.128

	 VERONA	

76 	 ARENA DI VERONA	 P.129

	 VERSAILLES

77 	 ROYAL OPERA OF VERSAILLES	 P.132

	 VICHY

78 	 OPÉRA DE VICHY 	 P.133

	 VIENNA

79 	 VIENNA STATE OPERA	 P.134

80	 THEATER AN DER WIEN	 P.137

81 	 VOLKSOPER WIEN	 P.138

	 VILNIUS

82 	 LITHUANIAN OPERA 	 P.139 
	 AND BALLET THEATRE

	 WARSAW

83 	 TEATR WIELKI	 P.140

	 WEST HORSLEY

84 	 GRANGE PARK OPERA 	 P.141

	 WEXFORD

85 	 NATIONAL OPERA HOUSE	 P.142

	 WIESBADEN

86 	 HESSISCHES STAATSTHEATER 	 P.143

	 YEREVAN

87 	 YEREVAN OPERA THEATRE	 P.144

	 ZAGREB

88 	 CROATIAN NATIONAL THEATRE	 P.145

	 ZURICH

89 	 OPERNHAUS ZURICH	 P.147

ASIA 

	 ASTANA

90	 ASTANA OPERA	 P.148

	 BAKU

91 	 AZERBAIJAN STATE OPERA	 P.149

	 BEIJING

92	 NATIONAL CENTRE FOR 	 P.150 
	 THE PERFORMING ARTS

	 GUANGZHOU

93	 GUANGZHOU OPERA HOUSE	 P.151

	 HANGZHOU

94	 HANGZHOU YUHANG OPERA	 P.152

	 HARBIN

95	 HARBIN OPERA HOUSE	 P.155

	 HO CHI MINH CITY

96	 SAIGON OPERA HOUSE	 P.158

	 ISTANBUL

97	 TÜRK TELEKOM OPERA HALL 	 P.159

98	 SÜREYYA OPERA HOUSE	 P.162

	 KAOHSIUNG

99	 NATIONAL KAOHSIUNG 	 P.163 
	 CENTER FOR THE ARTS

	 KUALA LUMPUR

100	 ISTANA BUDAYA 	 P.166

	 MUMBAI

101	 ROYAL OPERA HOUSE	 P.167

	 SEOUL

102	 SEOUL OPERA HOUSE	 P.168

	 SHANGHAI

103	 SHANGHAI GRAND 	 P.169 
	 OPERA HOUSE

	 SINGAPORE

104	 ESPLANADE THEATRES 	 P.173 
	 ON THE BAY 

	 TAICHUNG

105	 NATIONAL TAICHUNG THEATER	 P.174
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	 TOKYO

106	 NEW NATIONAL 	 P.177

	 THEATRE, TOKYO

	 ZHUHAI

107	 ZHUHAI OPERA HOUSE	 P.178

AFRICA AND  
THE MIDDLE EAST 

	 ALEXANDRIA 

108	 ALEXANDRIA OPERA HOUSE 	 P.179

	 CAIRO 

109	 EGYPTIAN OPERA HOUSE	 P.180

	 DUBAI

110	 DUBAI OPERA	 P.181

	 KUWAIT CITY

111	 SHEIKH JABER AL-AHMAD 	 P.184 
	 CULTURAL CENTRE

	 MUSCAT

112	 ROYAL OPERA HOUSE MUSCAT	 P.185

OCEANIA 

	 AUCKLAND

113	 KIRI TE KANAWA THEATRE	 P.186

	 BRISBANE

114	 THE GLASSHOUSE THEATRE	 P.189

	 MELBOURNE

115	 IAN POTTER STATE THEATRE	 P.190

	 SYDNEY

116	 SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE	 P.192

	 WELLINGTON

117	 ST JAMES THEATRE	 P.197

	 WHANGANUI

118	 ROYAL WHANGANUI 	 P.198 
	 OPERA HOUSE 

THE AMERICAS

	 BELÉM

119	 TEATRO DA PAZ	 P.199

	 BUENOS AIRES

120	 TEATRO COLÓN	 P.200

	 CENTRAL CITY

121	 CENTRAL CITY OPERA HOUSE 	 P.201

	 CHICAGO	

122	 CIVIC OPERA HOUSE	 P.205

	 CINCINNATI

123	 CINCINNATI MUSIC HALL	 P.208

	 CURITIBA	

124	 ÓPERA DE ARAME	 P.209

	 DALLAS

125	 WINSPEAR OPERA HOUSE	 P.212

	 DEATH VALLEY JUNCTION

126	 AMARGOSA OPERA HOUSE	 P.214

 	 DENVER

127	 ELLIE CAULKINS OPERA HOUSE	 P.215

	 DETROIT

128	 DETROIT OPERA HOUSE	 P.216

	 FORT WORTH

129	 BASS PERFORMANCE HALL 	 P.220

	 GUADALAJARA

130	 TEATRO DEGOLLADO 	 P.221

	 HOUSTON

131	 WORTHAM THEATER CENTER 	 P.222

	 KANSAS CITY

132	 KAUFFMAN CENTER FOR 	 P.224 
	 THE PERFORMING ARTS

	 LOS ANGELES

133	 DOROTHY CHANDLER	 P.226  

	 PAVILION

	 MANAUS	

134	 AMAZONAS THEATRE	 P.229
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	 MEDELLÍN

135	 TEATRO METROPOLITANO 	 P.230

	 MEXICO CITY

136	 PALACIO DE BELLAS ARTES	 P.231

	 MIAMI

137	 ZIFF BALLET OPERA HOUSE	 P.235

	 MONTREAL

138	 SALLE WILFRID-PELLETIER	 P.237

	 NEW YORK

139	 METROPOLITAN	 P.238  
	 OPERA HOUSE

	 OTSEGO LAKE

140	 ALICE BUSCH	 P.240 
	 OPERA THEATER

	 PHILADELPHIA

141	 ACADEMY OF MUSIC	 P.241

	 QUITO

142	 TEATRO NACIONAL SUCRE	 P.242

	 RIO DE JANEIRO

143	 THEATRO MUNICIPAL	 P.243

	 SAN FRANCISCO

144	 WAR MEMORIAL 	 P.244 
	 OPERA HOUSE

	 SAN JOSÉ

145	 NATIONAL THEATRE 	 P.245 
	 OF COSTA RICA

	 SAN JOSE

146	 CALIFORNIA THEATRE	 P.246

	 SANTA FE

147	 SANTA FE OPERA	 P.247

	 SÃO PAULO

148	 THEATRO MUNICIPAL 	 P.249 
	 DE SÃO PAULO 

	 SARASOTA

149	 SARASOTA OPERA HOUSE	 P.250

	 TORONTO

150	 FOUR SEASONS CENTRE 	 P.251
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ANTWERP

OPERA ANTWERP
Frankrijklei 1, 2000 Antwerp, Belgium

The first public opera performances in Antwerp took place in 1660 on the 
city’s main square. The current opera house, however, dates from 1907 and 
is a neo-Baroque building decorated in Louis XVI style. It was very mod-
ern for its time, with its new electric lights and main entrance used by all 
visitors, even those with cheap tickets. Renovated in 2007 after three years 
of building work, its auditorium features a stunning ceiling fresco by Karel 
Mertens depicting Rhythmus and his nine muses. A team of 450 staff works 
on productions blending opera and ballet under the artistic direction of Jan 
Vandenhouwe; recent shows include Wagner’s Tristan und Isolde by Philippe 
Grandrieux, and the world premieres of The Convert (Wim Henderickx) 
and Brodeck (Daan Janssens). Opera Ballet Vlaanderen’s other base, Opera 
Gent, is currently under renovation but is equally worth a visit. Built by the 
city’s rich industrialists to showcase their wealth, it’s a no-expenses-spared  
horseshoe-shaped theatre with gorgeous chandeliers and salons.

TO VISIT 
BEFORE YOU DIE
BECAUSE 

Watch mesmerising 
performances 
blending opera 
and ballet in the 
beautiful red-and-
green hall of this 
turn-of-the-century 
building.

EUROPE
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ATHENS

GREEK  
NATIONAL OPERA
Stavros Niarchos Foundation Cultural Center,  
Leoforos Andrea Siggrou 364, Kallithea 176 74, Greece

In 2017, the Greek National Opera moved into its new home, the Stavros 
Niarchos Foundation Cultural Center, marking the start of a new era with an 
ambitious take on Strauss’s Elektra featuring acclaimed Greek mezzo Agnes 
Baltsa. It was a fittingly electric performance to match the state-of-the-art 
premises, a gift to the nation by Greek shipping tycoon Stavros Niarchos. 
Designed by award-winning architect Renzo Piano of RPBW, the centre 
also includes the light-filled National Library of Greece, a terrace with pan-
oramic views, and a vast park with playgrounds and cafés. The opera wing is 
composed of two auditoriums: a 1,400-seat main hall for ballet, symphonic 
music and opera, plus a small stage hosting operas for children. Its elegant 
canopy roof is topped with solar panels, so the building is self-sufficient 
in energy terms during opening hours. Helmed by Giorgos Koumendakis, 
the opera continues to innovate with new productions such as Donizetti’s 
Anna Bolena and performances in the Ancient Theatre of Epidaurus for the 
Athens Epidaurus Festival.

TO VISIT 
BEFORE YOU DIE
BECAUSE 

Housed in an 
award-winning 
solar-powered 
cultural complex, 
this high-tech opera 
house comes with 
a rooftop terrace 
and Mediterranean 
garden.

EUROPE
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liceubarcelona.cat

GRAN TEATRE  
DEL LICEU
La Rambla, 51–59, Ciutat Vella, 08002 Barcelona, Spain

When it opened in 1847 on La Rambla, the Liceu was the largest opera 
house in Europe, with room for 3,500 spectators. Funded by private pa-
trons, it had no royal box, but majestic interiors with gilded balconies. 
Its history is as full of twists and turns as Puccini’s Tosca: a fire in 1861 
destroyed the hall; then, in the 1890s, anarchists set off bombs to attack 
the local oligarchy. A century later, a conflagration completely wrecked 
the building. Popular support, bolstered by photographs of local superstar 
Montserrat Caballé crying in the ruined theatre, ensured another swift re-
construction. The Liceu was reborn in 1999 with Turandot, but the most-
shown opera here is Aida, with over 440 performances, while Wagner is 
a perennial favourite. Italian couturier Valentino was so inspired by the 
crimson furnishings, well-dressed audience and costumes of the Carmen 
performance he saw here that red became his trademark colour. Recent 
highlights include a 2024 production of Lady Macbeth of Mtsensk complete 
with a water-covered stage.

TO VISIT 
BEFORE YOU DIE
BECAUSE 

Barcelona’s cultural 
beacon has been 
rebuilt time and 
time again, yet it 
continues to shine 
brightly as one 
of Europe’s most 
important  
opera houses.

EUROPE
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