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prologue

Patricia Kaersenhout was born in Den Helder, the Netherlands, in 1966. Both her parents 
originated from the former Dutch colony Suriname. She studied drawing, painting, and graphic art 
at the Gerrit Rietveld Academy in Amsterdam. 
Her work is remarkable for its surprising use of materials, which are not merely employed as a 
stylistic device but also provide a commentary on the subject matter she has chosen. She paints with 
black pitch, uses molten wax, embroiders, and makes scorch marks on her paper. 

Being black has always been an important theme in her work. ‘In my earlier paintings I was busy making 
black people visible by painting them very emphatically, without a backdrop, emotion, a painterly touch 
or signature,’ she stated in an earlier interview published in Europa, een web van verhalen (Europe, a 
web of stories). ‘I specifically want to be as minimal a presence as possible in my work.’

With this paradoxical statement at the back of one’s mind it is hardly surprising that Ralph Ellison’s 
novel, Invisible Man, was especially appealing to her. For here, too, we do not discover the name 
of the protagonist who renders himself invisible, but does this by enveloping himself in light.  
He withdraws into a cellar illuminated by 1,369 light bulbs and therefore makes himself invisible 
to the world but emphatically present within his own hide-out.

It is intriguing that for Patricia Kaersenhout this book prompted an internalization of sorts. 
She turned being black into something personal: the black men in her drawings are no longer 
anonymous but have become fathers, brothers and uncles. 
This internalization is what makes this series of drawings so intense, generating a certain stratification. 
Invisibility is revealed in all its guises: the social and public invisibility but most especially the 
invisibility of the solitary individual.
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* Both the front and reverse sides of the work are presented in this book. 
 In the foreword you can read more about the structure of this book.
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The end was in the beginning. 



The end was in the beginning. 
Ralph Ellison Invisible Man
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So who is actually invisible? Someone who remains unnoticed or someone who has no desire 

to be seen? What does ‘being invisible’ actually mean? inspired by Invisible Man, 

Ralph Ellison’s only novel, artist Patricia Kaersenhout set out in search of the 

invisible men in her life. On the pages of an old biology textbook with its 

illustrations of innards, skin structure, hair, the digestive system, and so on, 

she tried to visualize the invisible: from spirit to fl esh.
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