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Gale warning

High seas on the Northsea

Foreword

Family and friends have become used to the fact that between September and
March, twice a day, | closely monitor the wind and weather forecasts. They have
come to recognise the sense of unrest that takes me over when there is a slight
chance of gale force 8 or more in a few days’ time followed by disappointment
whenever the expected wave heights are scaled down. In August our storm
aircraft receives extra attention during the major service inspection. Everything
is checked to make sure we never miss an opportunity. It is a waiting game after
that.

Sometimes a whole winter will go by without real gales. Nothing more than the
occasional stormy southwesterly but not a single full-blown force 10
northwesterly storm. In other years we are lucky to experience a few mostly
force 9 winds. Since we purchased our storm aircraft we have been able to take
off in force 9 or 10 winds, but more so have faced the fact opportunities for storm
flights are rare.

We now know every storm is unique. Sea, skies, turbulence are always different,
that is exactly what makes storm flying so remarkable. The challenge of grasping
opportunities for spectacular photographs!

The northwesterly gale on 1 November 2006 was the ultimate opportunity. Early
in the morning, just after the storm had reached its highpoint, we took off from
the northwestern runway at Borkum airfield. Within a few minutes we were able
to photograph the Cementina with rudder problems in the stormy waters and
waves of more than 10 metres in height. We came back with unique photographs
of ships in the most difficult of conditions. Since that time, we have enjoyed two
similar storm flights and many more in ‘just’ force 9 gales.

The last two winters, we had numerous opportunities for heavy weather flights,
recording plenty of new photographic material; enough to publish part three of
this photographic series. Nonetheless, this wealth of material is no reason to sit
back and relax. Who knows when the next opportunity for even more and more
spectacular photographic material could arise, this storm season, or the next,
or two years from now...

To be continued!

Herman lJsseling, aerial photographer 3
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- John Augustus Essberger

i June 2, 2015 —The chemical tanker
= .....--.. /ohnﬂugustu?l:"ssberger-salls regulartv

-ht-m between the Baltic and Rotterdamj =

Antwerpen. During wintertime she often has
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~*=Here she is captured sailing in ball :
~figh ing‘_.tlje'waves during a gale Beaufort 9. .
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~ November 25, 2012 - The meter

 long Stadiongracht owned by "
Splieth&?ﬁﬁading for her— === ——
homeport Amgrﬁ'esc_i_a_-'n‘_'rat educed
speed. She r?__f)'eatealy_'b inged her-_
bow deep into-the'six metre '

" waves of a southwesterly
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“November 25, 20 5 T _
English Channel Spliethoff'sAlexandergraeht = ==
bumps into the waves in the southwesterly
ship -.: lane west of Den Helder.
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— ~ Star Bonaire
~ October 22, 2014 — The tanker Star Bonaire of
koole-Shipping in.Zaandam regularly sails the
Northsea with foodstuff. The ship was handed

~.over by the shipyard in 2008 and has had a lot
- % ofbad weather experience since.







April 14, 2014 — The new lifeboat NH1816 -L
by Damen, in 2014. Following extensiy ive se
tested inall weather conditions
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November 25, 2012 - The Abis Dover owned by~
_sHarlingen-based Abis Shipping:is really put

thrgggﬂ-e;r'baces ong the six metre-high - p— L,
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i ‘_r"' e Ny s : Stolt Kittiwake
o — .-:_': i - 2 e - January 11, 2015 — The Stolt Kittiwake |
. S —— ey Rl e bumps into the waves of stormy

- n.ormvy,g_sterly_wund}mr_t,hof/-\@ela}éd__‘};
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E - = . .__._ S— _.'ﬁ-'ﬂ"--‘_ e : = -3 = ______-_:—-— = -
~January 11, 2015 — With stroné'm R et e _--:‘_,.--3-'-;_ - e y, - - A
waves from starboard the freighter Ummar_is = —— : N e g - T T
~ rolling heavily. Drinking coffee during their _ : — A ' - - e
5 e = = - -

watch on the bridge can be a challenge for = T e
captainand crew.
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Rotterdam the

I'l-Jan'lr_g‘_.ruEﬂ;e:'zo"iE —.'—Or;-hEr way to
chemical tanker Stella Wega bumps into the
hei 1S NowW an‘g_t_ht_en. The vessel from 1996

..-_—i_’ggv_vnegl by Thegiz*'rﬁ'_nkers BV.
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— Skandl Waveny

lanuary 9, 2015 — The supplier Skandi
quey" is heading back gﬁ}bmﬂ-ﬂe!‘
e o4 - s‘to fight its way to the
ST ..--:’ # en_t»rance of the ﬂulpengat duringa
o= - vrestorm Southwesterly, Beagfort8. *
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~F.D.Invincible .

i 0t~toEe?'2'8_;_‘z"Q‘b:_ The supplier £.D. Invincible after leaving

= Den Helder for aqlb’ﬁg trip to a remote platform to deliver.
- cargo containers. The seas are still high after a storm that

- "passed to the east. More to the west it will be better.
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Ombar 22, 2614.—%v-|1'ng aponteo,n.wﬂfh r
way to ﬂ'otterdam-tﬁé"tugbqa’e firAvan#
ringa p'é's_sm'g
s or&r@ﬁo_&stones
IS;.-{-"”, oard anditheline broke. On.thes

o the tug is neahﬂ'pqntoon,amaltmg
better‘Wﬁr to reconnect.




. ——_} - S - =
= . F ' : & e ——n - -
SCh | ll|g ”‘Q—F s -'_ '_
February 15, 2014 — The Schillig, opera . _ . - o
- by Briese Schiffahrt from Leer in Germany,” — e = e il = o=
 struggling through 5/6 metre-high waves : c, e gl = J""'_A:.n-u = ; . ._:_',..ﬁ'::-_?' .
ofa.southwesterly_galq.- — - = ,._-_."‘-;'" - — . T F’. . = iT,FH < _..-7:"""""'?" P e il




i e T e—— . m =
.-.'_ - _,J- ‘ 3 T E_i-‘_ . = - - fg — {::
F - - - ‘F'#:‘r__'_i______-;-_:‘f__ﬂ;,.' o 3
gt T i I =
- T i P o . o
= P e gy

e o r—
E o -

X _— o =
. E J e — - o s o
= - - - s i = —— >

= - e i | _— gl I
" - - - - - 1
- i - = - A -
= A e

2- L ¥ T ¥ T -
-qr _-I'-EF' — -l-l".r = T i . —h -
. e g el e = . e - D2 l
SHE S e : G e = g
— o - -r. .

-




Wilson:\Ruhr -

November 25,:2012 — The Northsea in
wintertime can be a challenge for a»
smaller vessel like Wilson Ruhr, seen
here in betwéen the high and steep.
waves of galéforcedvinds.
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November 25, 2012 — Wilson's Lindo has o - ; ——

the look of an |n5|gn|f|cant speck-of - ' -

flotsam.m th__wave.{gM = - -
-1-_ - L -
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Baum

November 25,—2012_—"TH'e German=
coaster Baumwall has to shrug off a

. ~wall.of water during a southwesterly
Gale north of the island of
Terschelling.
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. LA e Helsinki
P October 17, 2012 — The Helsinki operated by Bojen

- . . from Neermoor in Germany dives deep into the
- . waves of a stormy southwesterly Gale.
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Vedette = by et g
December 30, 2012 - The Vedette, delivered =R ,;.‘.."
A T
by Damen Shipyards Bergum to the English f ; ¥ ; "

operator Faversham in 2001, regularly = s
defies the-rough waters of the Northsea
during the winter months. :
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- e Fri-Moon
Decembe#31, 2012 — The Fri Moon operated by
the Norwegian Kopervik shipping company
~ heading for Rotterdam with a very slow
groundspeed because of the 4'met€|"l‘ﬁgh '
-~ waves in a southwesterly gale.
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Angermanland —

. November 2d5¢ 2012 — The Anger :
~operated by Navalig,Shipping suffeunded by
. ‘wavesina southw@rlygﬁé 1as been *
r'!duced id bhé'ﬁkmg water and tc to protec
the dec cargo.
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westerly wind and heavy

;M? as red .ced -
b mg-s,ia-mped.r







““Burak Bayraktar

December 6, 2013 — On 5 December 2013, the Turkish vessel Burak
Bayraktar found herself in difficulty in the shipping lane off Texel. The
waves of a northwesterly gale regularly lifted the screw clear of the water,
and the vessel wmble to maintain headway, threatening to run

aground betwee and-'ca'ﬁﬁ—'reia'l..Anch‘ors were deployed just in time.
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~ March 31, 2015 —Even larger vessels like this &« 1 :
Wagenborg owned:ro-ro carrier Bothnw i .
Mﬁ&) the high waves of a westerly gale, #.-r <
“force'g, now and then.. : e
e
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Erasmusgracht ~

January 12_,'2615 —The almost 140
meter long Erasmuisg ned
by Spliethoff in Amste

battling the 4 meter waves of a
southwesterly gale, force 8.
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12, 2015 — The Eeng{acht fro
l';}lk fighting the waves'in stormy southwesterly
wind Thg tion oft‘hé wave- bainer pn the bow is

Come o welldemonstr th 0.
S
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“E"" Décember 5, 2013 — The coaster A
___Operated by Van Donderen-overco

series of extra high waves durim
the-Wadden Islands.
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November 25, 2012 - The $m% =
owned by De Bock Maritiem i avy
weather west of Texel. Rainstorms o
with regularly poor visibility and . #

~ wind gusting up to more than 50
~ knots make for difficult plsress

R —— _ e f'#-




—

- ‘i':‘ December 31, 2012 — The freighter

2~ :_H:#ﬁ“ - I:ffg'ra'fn the shippinglane north of
e i = - A6 .nd-ghg&dingfor_R__ottérdam._Win

nd a wave
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BF Victoria
June 2, 2015 - Th’eﬁﬁamervéss_e;l;
Victoria diving deep into a wave
during arare summerstorm..
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De'ce-n-l'ber'lb:zoj'z T e
. Noordwijk lifeboat.s_tati01r'1"'[:')'?4?s§.ir1.g_.L -
““breakers following a beach launch. This semi-
open lifeboat of the Valentijn class is equ
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——_ ]a-n-uary 11 he Wllso.ri"Mo lsailing —

‘the southwest lane of the Traffic Separatlon
Syst-em north of the







P
E RMS Ratingen

I, j;anuary-g, 2015 — The small coaster

e s_{uf-__ _— RMS Ratiagen with tons of water onthe
i S g .~ Ffrontdeck afier bumping into a high
= --_"_a-*: ‘Wave. Life'on board will not be easy.
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Zillertal

]an.uary 9, 2015 — The bow of the

Zillertal slowly rises again after
- diving into a 4 meter barrier of

water in stormy weather.
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Universal Durban

October 22, 2014 — The 160 meter long
bulkcarrier Universal Durban on its way
to Hamburg on a choppy Northsea.

e A
ot -33":',,_5;‘;-:-. o
= iy b e
- [ i

& — 77



HD-27 -

February 15, 2014 — During galeforce
winds of up to 55 knots the Den Helder
based beamtrawler HD-27 is still

fishing enduringthe high seas.
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--PZ-657 = e : . ] .

December 11, 2014 — The Harling!en = = _— == e
based beamtrawler PZ-657 heading _— 3 - e e
—home 20 miles north of Vlieland. Within p T— — — - 5 -

about 2.hoursof sailing waves will
decrease on the lee side of Vlieland.
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- Parida
December 11 2'014 -The German vessel

"""*F-'Parlda dlves -deep into the'waves of a ...
= stormy southwesterly wind. «
The precious cargo on deck is bemg
._;pm.te.ct.e.d by the wheelhouse in front.
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'Octoberz-z 2014 Underway from Rotterdamt-ethe -—:

S _
i T — - T —;
= e —
- Pty Baltic the Baltic Performer hasio‘end-;rf'e tllg_hlgh
seds from th_h'orfﬁ_'ft in the beglﬁmng__After =
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e =
— ——" =¥ - —
— e e - e e
e ;-*'-:H-"\‘— = = e r ;
e — . = — - .
=k s . - - '!E' = = g i
3 : - . — = = - passing Den Helder the ship can change course
= T A i i
- e — - : direct to Skagen and the waves will come more from
- portside, resulting.in a h|gher_groundspeed. ==
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= Polfoss,

October 28, 2013 — The Polfoss owned by
Icelandic operator Eimskip dives deep
. into a wave created b\'/ the recently
(o passed force 11 southwesterly gale. After :
. the storm front passes, force 8 to 9 winds

84 s - continue to whip up high waves.
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levoli Amaranth ==

Oct6ber 28, 2013 — The Dutch Coastguard-has
chartered the Italian tug ranth as emergency
towing vessel. The_!:.i/_es_s,q-l IS stationed in Den Helder
and always puts 6u't'!{)r'"standby duty off the coast
whenever winds exeeediforce 5, to provide-emergency
cover. This photogr’app was taken in wind force 8.
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-~ Hanseatic Trader
October 22, 2014, The coaster Hanseatic
“=uIrader sailing’in l’_ﬂ'éfwest-south-westerly
shippingtané north of Terschelling, with
the seas of stormy s_bﬁthwesterly winds
coming in p@);rtside. Within a few
hours the vessel will have to change
course 4o degrees to port and will have to
ksngly_r,e_the waves coming in head on.
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Uta——
October 28, 2013 - The.Uta operated by
Intersee from Haren Ems, delivered in
2007 by the Damen s'hﬁ;yard, dives deep
into a wave in a southwesterly storm.
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T ~. —  Coral Leaf

__ : wd ¥ " June2, 2015 - The bo e chemical

by © 3 c ™ ?énkgr Coral Leaf, operated by Anthony

¥ e % Veder.frlom Rotterdam, is surrounded with s
T -« spray after smashing into a 6 meter hi;

= . “"- ki, wave during aﬁwm‘?‘ R
' | £ -h:':l.ﬁtr‘--i M . : -_":- o
. ! . . e i B v
. - ¥ ' - %-j.
ll1 - r' .t!- 5
s ﬁz-;-_ 5
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Lady Nola
March 31, 2015 — Wijnne-and Barend's
““LadyNola surrolinded with spray after
" “bumping in‘an extra high wave..
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3 entrance under-the most heavy. cu‘%mstances_
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Flying Focus

The stormseasons 2013/2014 and ; ‘

2014/2015 were wild and stormy now_ .- e "~ 2 et : —

and then. Aerial photographer =- = o F. ‘_;r-" _'_":l"""'--.-l i
Herman lJsseling of Flying Focus - i EN —
once again able to take off in"his™ E — -

Cessna Skymaster PH-FLF to =

photograph ships.inthesxoughestie .= | .

il s |




