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ArchiMate® 4 Specification – A Pocket Guide
This is the official Pocket Guide for the ArchiMate® 4 Specification – your essential quick reference 
for the ArchiMate modeling language. It provides a condensed reference to the modeling language in a 
portable format. What’s more, it’s authoritative, with material derived from The Open Group ArchiMate 
documentation. 
 
The ArchiMate 4 Specification, a standard of The Open Group, defines an open and independent 
modeling language for Enterprise Architecture that is supported by different tool vendors and consulting 
firms. It provides a notation to enable Enterprise Architects to describe, analyze, and visualize the 
relationships among business domains in an unambiguous way. Version 4 represents a substantial 
evolution of the standard, including housekeeping to clean up and streamline the standard to improve its 
ease of adoption and use.
 
A prior knowledge of Enterprise Architecture is advantageous but not required. 
 
Topics covered include:
•	� A high-level introduction to the ArchiMate Specification, its relationship to Enterprise Architecture, 

and an overview of the changes in Version 4 of the specification
•	� The structure of the ArchiMate modeling language, including the top-level structure, aspects, domains, 

the ArchiMate core language, and the ArchiMate full language
•	 The structure of the common, generic ArchiMate elements
•	 The relationships in the language
•	 The concepts for expressing the motivation for an architecture
•	 Elements for modeling the enterprise at a strategic level
•	 The definition and usage of the Business Domain elements
•	 The definition and usage of the Application Domain elements
•	 The definition and usage of the Technology Domain elements
•	 The relationships between different domains of the language
•	 The language elements for expressing the implementation and migration aspects of an architecture
•	 The ArchiMate viewpoint mechanism, and the example viewpoints provided with the standard
•	 A language notation summary

®
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Preface
The Open Group
The Open Group is a global consortium that enables the achievement of

business objectives through technology standards and open source

initiatives by fostering a culture of collaboration, inclusivity, and mutual

respect among our diverse group of 900+ memberships. Our membership

includes customers, systems and solutions suppliers, tool vendors,

integrators, academics, and consultants across multiple industries.

The mission of The Open Group is to drive the creation of Boundaryless

Information Flow™ achieved by:

• Working with customers to capture, understand, and address current

and emerging requirements, establish policies, and share best

practices

• Working with suppliers, consortia, and standards bodies to develop

consensus and facilitate interoperability, to evolve and integrate

specifications and open source technologies

• Offering a comprehensive set of services to enhance the operational

efficiency of consortia

• Developing and operating the industry’s premier certification service

and encouraging procurement of certified products

Further information on The Open Group is available at

www.opengroup.org.

The Open Group publishes a wide range of technical documentation,

most of which is focused on development of Open Group Standards and

Guides, but which also includes white papers, technical studies,

certification and testing documentation, and business titles. Full details

are available at www.opengroup.org/library.
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This Document
This is the Pocket Guide to the ArchiMate

®
 4 Specification, a standard of

The Open Group. It is intended to help architects by providing a

reference for the ArchiMate graphical modeling language and to assist

managers in understanding the basics of the ArchiMate language.

The intended audience of this document is Enterprise Architects,

Business Architects, IT architects, Application Architects, Data Architects,

Software Architects, Systems Architects, Solutions Architects,

Infrastructure Architects, Process Architects, Domain Architects, Product

Managers, Operational Managers, and Senior Managers seeking a first

introduction to the ArchiMate modeling language

After reading this document, the reader seeking further information

should refer to the ArchiMate documentation available online at

www.opengroup.org/archimate.

This document is organized as follows:

• Chapter 1, Introduction, provides a high-level introduction to the

ArchiMate Specification, its relationship to Enterprise Architecture,

and an overview of changes in this version of the specification

• Chapter 2, Language Structure, describes the structure of the

ArchiMate modeling language, including the top-level structure,

aspects, domains, the ArchiMate core language, and the ArchiMate

full language

• Chapter 3, Common Domain, describes the structure of the common,

generic ArchiMate elements

• Chapter 4, Relationships and Junctions, describes the relationships in

the language

• Chapter 5, Motivation Domain, describes the concepts for expressing

the motivation for an architecture, together with examples

• Chapter 6, Strategy Domain, provides elements for modeling the

enterprise at a strategic level, together with examples

This Document Preface
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• Chapter 7, Business Domain, covers the definition and usage of the

Business Domain elements, together with examples

• Chapter 8, Application Domain, covers the definition and usage of the

Application Domain elements, together with examples

• Chapter 9, Technology Domain, covers the definition and usage of the

Technology Domain elements, together with examples

• Chapter 10, Relationships Between Core Domains, covers the

relationships between different domains of the language

• Chapter 11, Implementation and Migration Domain, describes the

language elements for expressing the implementation and migration

aspects of an architecture (e.g., projects, deliverables, and plateaus)

• Chapter 12, Architecture Views and Viewpoints, describes the

ArchiMate viewpoint mechanism, and the example viewpoints

provided with the standard

• Appendix A, Language Notation Summary, is an informative appendix

• Appendix B, Referenced Documents, lists the publications referenced

in this document

• Appendix C, Glossary, contains the glossary of terms for this

document

Preface This Document
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Conventions Used in this Document
The following conventions are used throughout this document in order to

help identify important information and avoid confusion over the

intended meaning:

• Ellipsis (…)

Indicates a continuation; such as an incomplete list of example items,

or a continuation from preceding text.

• Bold

Used to highlight specific terms.

• Italics

Used for emphasis. May also refer to other external documents.

In addition to typographical conventions, the following conventions are

used to highlight segments of text:

Note

A Note box is used to highlight useful or interesting

information.

Tip

A Tip box is used to provide key information that can

save you time or that may not be entirely obvious.
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