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Picture: Looking down from the forward hull of the Graf Zeppelin (control

cabin to the left) during a trip to Rio de Janeiro (1932).
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Stereo Extractions

There is a method for producing stereo-pairs a posteriori, without

a camera, by using two-dimensional source material such as

photo-series and videos. Experiments with this technique (“stereo

extractions,” as developed by the author) have resulted in a 3D por-

trait extracted from a series of glass negatives (Tortuca 5:53)* and

a series of stereophotographs extracted from a movie by combin-

ing stills of sections where the camera was filming sideways from

a moving car (Tortuca 7:23-35)*.

The stereographs for “Zeppelins in 3D” have been made with this

technique and are the result of skimming though many hours of

videos, looking for interesting scenes that have the right camera-

movement to extract stereo-pairs. These stereo images have fur-

ther been arranged for parallax viewing to prevent the need for a

stereo viewer (see page 7 for instructions).

The 3D images presented in this book are unique, and add a whole

new opportunity to experience some of the historic Zeppelin era

in 3D, with impressions that were up so far only viewable in 2D.  

*Tortuca, magazine for art and literature, Rotterdam (the Netherlands) 1996-2017.
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Viewing the stereo pairs

There are many ways to view stereo-pairs with instruments such

as stereo-viewers and glasses, but there are also ways to view 3D

images without an instrument, such as parallell- and parallax view-

ing. The easiest of these is parallax viewing, or cross eye-viewing.

All stereo-pairs in this book are made for this cross-eye viewing.

See for instructions on page 7.

Parallell viewing

Parallax viewing
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Instructions for parallax viewing

Hold the book on its side at arms length, look at the stereopair.

Now extreme cross eye until you see a double set.

Slowly ease cross eye, the double images begin to overlap.

Keep easing cross eye until you see three images. 

Then slowly focus to sharpen the centre image.

You will now see the stereo-pair in 3d.
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