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Preface

Jeffrey  Lionel  Dahmer’s  story  is  one  that  both 

challenges the limits  of  human understanding and 

fascinates.  A  man  who  was  wrongly  accused  of 

kidnapping, but never convicted. A man whose life 

was  surrounded  by  dark  secrets  and  mysterious 

events.

It is a story that begins with a meeting between two 

people. But what happened between Jeffrey Dahmer 

and Steven Hicks is unknown. A meeting that may 

have changed the direction of events forever.

The mugshots of an alleged victim, taken years after 

his  alleged death,  a  death  certificate  revealing  the 

identity  of  Richard Guerrero,  who is  said  to  have 

died in 1960. Gerald Boyle, a lawyer,  made decisions 

that  exceeded  the  usual  boundaries  of  defense. 

Questions as still unanswered, preliminary hearings 

are  missing,  and  an  alleged  confession  remains 

unreported. I wounder why?

Among  the  unsolved  mysteries  lies  the  extensive 

criminal  record of  a  final  victim and the  ominous 

allegation of rape against a 13-year-old boy. A case 

filled  with  secrets  and  leaves  us  with  many 

unanswered questions.
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The tale of Jeffrey Dahmer is not just about a man, 

but also about a community confronting the danger 

of evil and darkness. It is a story that challenges our 

assumptions and question our ideas about law and 

justice.

You  can  immerse  yourself  in  the  dark  world  of 

Jeffrey Dahmer and be fascinated by the unsolved 

mysteries of his case.
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Introduction

1.1 Background by Jeffrey Dahmer

Jeffrey  Lionel  Dahmer  was  born  in  Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin  on  May  21,  1960.  Lionel  and  Joyce 

Dahmer had  two children, and he was the oldest 

one. His childhood and adolescence were described 

as  quiet  and reserved,  although he later  struggled 

with mental health problems. Lionel and Joyce had 

an  unhappy  marriage  marked  by  arguments  and 

conflict.

Dahmer was an average student, but he displayed an 

early  interest  in  nature  and  biology.  He  was 

particularly  interested  in  animal  carcasses  and 

frequently wondered what they looked like on the 

inside. However, during his adolescence, no serious 

behavioral  issues  or  signs  of  the  extreme violence 

and  cruelty  that  would  later  characterize  his  life 

were apparent.1

After graduating from Revere High School in Ohio 

in 1978, Dahmer attended the Ohio State University’s 

Agricultural  Technical  Institute,  but  soon  dropped 

out. His early adult years are said to be characterized 

by  instability  and  personal  challenges.  He  would 

1 A Father’s Story
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have trouble finding his  way in society and could 

not find a stable career or personal path in life.2

He  developed  an  increasingly  disturbed  psyche 

marked  by  obsessive  thoughts  about  violence, 

control, and power over the years. His actions were 

believed to have become increasingly cruel, and he 

began  murdering  people  and  mutilating  their 

corpses.3

These crimes were said to have only been discovered 

in  1991,  when  Dahmer  was  arrested  and  later 

convicted of murder and other serious crimes.  His 

accusations  are  solely  based  solely  on  his  own 

statements. There are no police records, the FBI file 

has an inaccurate number, and alleged victims have 

significant discrepancies about the date of death.4

The  Jeffrey  Dahmer  case  shocked  the  world  and 

started discussions about the nature of evil, mental 

health and the failure of the system.

2 The Jeffrey Dahmer Story: An American Nightmare, Donald 

A. Davis 

3 Jeffrey Dahmer: A Terrifying True Story of Rape, Murder & 

Cannibalism, Jack Rosewood

4 The Jeffrey Dahmer Case - A Critical Analysis
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Jeffrey  Dahmer's  crimes  was  not  discovered  until 

1991, when he was arrested and later charged with 

murder and other serious crimes. The evidence of his 

conduct was primarily based on his own statements 

during  police  interviews.  There  were  no  police 

records,  the  FBI  file  had  an  incorrect  insurance 

number,  and the alleged victims'  statements  about 

when they died were very different.5

The  Jeffrey  Dahmer  case  shocked  the  world  and 

caused a lot of discussions about evil, mental health, 

and how justice system might fail. The cruelty and 

heinousness  of  his  actions  caused society  to  think 

about moral responsibility, the treatment of mental 

illness, and the limits of the legal system.

1.2 Aim and Scope of The Analysis

In this study, the Jeffrey Dahmer case is examined 

and questioned from an alternative perspective. It 

should  be  noted  that  the  allegations  against 

Dahmer  are  primarily  based  on  his  own 

statements.  There  are  no  police  records  that 

clearly support the alleged crimes, and the FBI file 

even  contains  a  false  insurance  number. 

Furthermore,  there  are  inconsistencies  in  the 

information  provided  by  the  alleged  victims, 

5 Ancestry.com
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especially  regarding the  date  of  death and why 

was hardly anyone reported missing?

One  particularly  striking  aspect  that  is  under 

scrutiny is the $1,500 ring, that Dahmer allegedly 

bought  for  himself,  but  which  his  lawyer  wore 

instead. Why was the lawyer wearing the ring and 

what role did it play in Dahmer's poor defense? 

This question raises doubts about the authenticity 

of  the  case  and  allows  possibility  that  the  case 

could have been staged or manipulated.

Furthermore, mistakes and questionable decisions 

by the defense, such as returning evidence to the 

family too early after 15 days, are seen as critical. 

Why didn't  Dahmer have a hearing beforehand, 

and  why  did  he  abstain?  There  are  questions 

about the integrity and effectiveness of Dahmers 

defense.

The  criminal  past  of  Dahmer’s  latest  victim, 

Tracey  Edwards,  is  also  being  scrutinized  and 

questioned.  Did  this  past  influence  Edwards' 

behavior and circumstances of his encounter with 

Dahmer?

This analysis aims to critically examine the Jeffrey 

Dahmer  case  and  challenge  preexisting 
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assumptions and evidence. By examining various 

aspects  of  the  case  from a different  perspective, 

the objective is to attain a more comprehension of 

the events and potential inconsistencies.

Source: Celine Nekoba
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The childhood and youth of Jeffrey 

Dahmer

2.1 Family Background

Jeffrey Dahmer's mother, Joyce Dahmer Flint, was a 

privotal figure in his life and had a significant impact 

on his childhood and adolescence. But there is not 

much known information about her  pregnancy,  as 

she remained quiet and didn’t say much her private 

life.

I  believe  that  Joyce  Dahmer  Flint  experienced  a 

normal  pregnancy  while  pregnant  with  Jeffrey,  as 

most expectant mothers do. As with many pregnant 

women, she probably faced the usual challenges and 

joys of pregnancy.

After  Jeffrey  Dahmer  was  born  in  1960,  Joyce 

Dahmer Flint became a central figure in Jeffrey's life, 

along with her  husband Lionel.  They took care  of 

him and his siblings, with helped him grow up.

In the book «A Father's Story,» Lionel Dahmer, Jeff's 

father,  mentions  the  pregnancy  of  Joyce  Dahmer, 

Jeff's mother. He says that when Joyce was pregnant 

as a period in which she and Lionel had a hard and 

stressful relationship. Lionel describes how his and 

Joyce's  marriage  became  more  unstable  due  to 

14



emotional  problems  and  conflicts.  He  also  talks 

about the challenges that came with her pregnancy 

and how these may have increased the tensions in 

their  relationship.  It’s  important  to  remember  that 

this is how Lionel Dahmer sees things from his own 

point of view.6

Jeffrey's  parents,  Lionel  and  Joyce  Dahmer,  had  a 

difficult marriage which ultimately ended in divorce 

when Jeffrey was around 18 years old. The precise 

reasons  for  the  divorce  are  not  publicly  known, 

however, it is rumored that the conflicts and tensions 

within the family played a significant role. Parents’ 

conflicts may have led to an unstable and stressful 

family  environment,  which  was  problematic  for 

Jeffrey  Dahmer.  Children  raised  in  environments 

with  frequent  conflict  and  tension  may  have 

difficulty forming healthy relationships and coping 

with stress.7

Jeffrey Dahmer's childhood was marked by several 

deeply disturbing things that later played a role in 

his pathology. Janice Englander Katz, Ph.D. HSPP, a 

clinical  psychologist  specialized  in  children  and 

families,  stresses that  it  is  impossible to determine 

6 A Father’s Story, Lionel Dahmer

7 The Jeffrey Dahmer Story: An American Nightmare, Donald 

A. Davis & Gene Thomas.
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exactly what caused him to behave in such a cruel 

manner. It was a perfect storm of several variables, 

rather.

«There  are  no  factor  that  contributed  to  how  his 

personality  or  mental  health  problems,  but  there  were 

several  factors  that  led  to  this  particular  dysfunctional 

behavior,» according to Katz.

This statement emphasizes that Dahmer's behavior 

was  complex  and  multifaceted,  and  that  a 

combination of factors contributed to his pathology.8

Children may feel neglected or unloved in families 

with conflict. This might lead them to look for other 

ways to meet their needs or deal with their emotions.

The  way  Lionel  and  Joyce  Dahmer  handled  with 

their  own  conflicts  may  have  influenced  Jeffery's 

ideas about how to deal with problems and stress. 

When  children  encounter  negative  examples  of 

conflict  resolution  and  communication,  they  may 

adopt similar behaviors.9

8 Statement  from  Janice  Englander  Katz,  Ph.D.  HSPP, 

quotations from different Sourcen and Interviews

9 The Jeffrey Dahmer Story: An American Nightmare, Donald 

A. Davis & Gene Thomas
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However,  who  was  his  mother?  Joyce  «Rocky» 

Dahmer  was  the  mother  of  Jeffrey  Dahmer,   was 

born as Flint. A former colleague described her as a 

wonderful person, who was loved by many and was 

willing  to  do  anything  for  the  people  she  cared 

about.

Joyce  Dahmer  was  actively  involved  in  the  well-

being of others, as a worker and AIDS worker. She 

had been married to Jeffrey's father, Lionel Dahmer, 

since  1960.  In  her  ex-husband's  memoirs,  Lionel 

wrote how they both thought about what they had 

done wrong in raising their son. It is also mentioned 

that  Joyce  experienced  significant  health  issues 

during her pregnancy with Jeffrey and had to take 

strong painkillers.

After learning of her son's cruel actions, Joyce feelt 

very guilty. She reportedly suffered from depression 

and  hypochondria,  which  made  her  take  sleep 

medication. When Jeffrey was 18, Lionel and Joyce's 

divorce  resulted  in  Jeffrey  staying  with  his  father 

while his mother and brother abandoned him.10

In  an  interview  with  HardCopy,  Joyce  Dahmer, 

Lionel Dahmer, denied that she had a complicated 

pregnancy. When the reporter asked her if she had 

10 Informations: Deseret und TheTab
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had experienced epileptic seizures or schizophrenic 

episodes  during  her  pregnancy,  Joyce  was  visibly 

surprised and replied: «I don't know where the rumors 

come from. It’s not true!»

The report again: «So, these didn’t exist?»

Joyce  replies:«Absolutely  not!...  The  pregnancy  was 

normal... Jeff grew very lovingly, and I tried to be kind... I 

asked the universe for the truth. I don’t have any answers 

yet.»

Joyce reports here is confirmed by Jeffrey Dahmer in 

the Stone Philips interview when he contradicts his 

father,  who said that  he had a difficult  childhood. 

Jeff stressed several times that this was not the case 

and  that  his  experience  was  different.  Jeff  didn't 

seem  particularly  happy  when  Stone  asked  him 

what he thought of his father's book, either: «A crazy 

surprise for me…» Jeff said that he didn’t agree with 

all of his the statements: «I am very surprised by his 

views and what he thinks about me. The reason I because I 

experienced childhood differently... My childhood was full 

of ups and downs, but it was beautiful.»11

His  statements  show  that  he,  like  Joyce,  felt 

differently about his childhood and youth. What is 

11 Interview from Stone Philips Jeffrey and Lionel Dahmer
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its source?

According to Lionel Dahmer’s memoir «A Father’s 

Story,»  the  family  was  far  from  happy.  Lionel 

explained that, as a scientist, he pondered whether 

the potential for great evil existed in the blood and 

could  be  passed  on  to  children.  He  claimed  that 

Joyce Dahmer took prescription medication during 

her  pregnancy  with  Jeffrey  and  was  mentally 

unstable after the birth. Joyce was a hypochondriac 

who suffered from depression and refused to touch 

baby Jeffrey for fear of germs and disease.12

In  1993,  Joyce  Dahmer  herself  contradicted  this 

portrayal  in  an  interview  with  MSNBC.  She 

challenged  the  narrative  about  her  son  and 

emphasized  that  there  were  no  warning  signs  for 

what  Jeffrey  eventually  became.  Jeffrey  grew  up 

loving and protected, she emphasizes. The following 

photos  give  a  different  picture  of  what  happened 

than the dramatic story of Lionel Dahmer.13 

On the left, Joyce is holding Jeffrey Dahmer, while 

on the right, Lionel, the father, is holding it:

12 Interview from Stone Philips Jeffrey and Lionel Dahmer

13 A Father’s Story, Lionel Dahmer, Inverviesw Joyce Dahmer 

auf MSNBC

19



Source: Murderpedia.org
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Another  photo  shows  Jeffrey  holding  his  brother 

close:

Source: Murderpedia.org

Jeff had the honor of choosing his brother's name. He 

selected  the  name  David.  Joyce  Flint,  Dahmer’s 

mother, also painted a picture of Dahmer as a child. 

«Jeff was the most beautiful darling, the sweetest baby, the 

nicest boy» Joyce Flint mentioned to MSNBC News14. 

Dahmer  provided  an  explanation  for  why  Joyce’s 

feelings.

In an interview with Stone Phillips, Jeffrey Dahmer 

said his childhood as normal and emphasized that 

he had some friends at school during that time. This 

account contrasts with claims made by his father’s 

book «A Father's  Story.»  Although Lionel  Dahmer 

described the family as unhappy and Joyce Dahmer 

14 MSNBC-Nachrichten
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as  mentally  unstable  in  his  book,  Jeffrey  Dahmer 

pointed out that he experienced a normal childhood 

and  had  friendships  at  school.  These  different 

perspectives highlight the complexity and subjective 

nature of family dynamics, as well as their impact on 

Jeffrey Dahmer's development. After Jeffrey Dahmer 

described his childhood as normal and pointed out 

that he had friends at school, this opened a discourse 

about the different narratives within his family was 

opened. In his memoirs, Lionel Dahmer described a 

dysfunctional  family  unit  and  psychological 

instability in his ex-wife, Jeffrey disagreed with this 

description.

The  dispaity  between  Jeffrey’s  and  his  father's 

narratives  raises  questions  about  how  different 

perspectives and life experiences can emerge within 

the  same  family.  It  also  shows  the  complexity  of 

family  relationships  and  the  subjective  nature  of 

memories  and  interpretations.  Jeffrey  Dahmer's 

varied  depictions  of  childhood  illustrate  how 

difficult it can be to get a complete picture of the past 

and  how  various  factors,  including  personal 

perspectives  and  experiences,  can  influence  one's 

perception of a situation.15

Joyce Dahmer's portrayal of her role as a mother and 

15 Interview from Stone Philips Jeffrey and Lionel Dahmer
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her relationship with Jeffrey shows the complexity of 

family  dynamics  and  the  different  perspectives 

within the same family. Jeffrey’s contradictions with 

Lionel Dahmer's accounts highlight the difficulties in 

gaining a  full  understanding of  his  childhood and 

the  influences  on  his  later  behavior.  Dahmers’s 

accounts,  as  well  as  his  father's  claims,  provide 

insights  into  the  challenges  associated  with 

reconstructing  the  past  and  interpreting  family 

relationships.

He  didn't  know  Jeff  had  been  alone  for  three 

months? This means that he has not checked on his 

son  in  three  months.  This  was  done  under  the 

supervision of both parents, not just his mother.16

2.2 School Time and Integration

Derf Backderf, a former classmate of Jeffrey Dahmer, 

write about his experiences in his book «My Friend 

Dahmer»  and  provides  insights  into  Dahmer's 

behavior  during  her  school  years.  He  emphasizes 

that  despite  Jeff’s  suspicious  behavior,  no  one, 

seemed  alarmed.  Instead,  he  was  simply  ignored 

and seen as someone else's problem.17

16 Interview: Jeffrey Dahmer, Joyce Dahmer & Lionel Dahmer

17 My Friend Dahmer, Derf Backderf
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Source: My Friend Dahmer, Derf Backderf

Backderf  describes  Jeff's  behavior  at  school  as 

fearless  and quirky.  He performed bizarre actions, 

such as feigning cerebral palsy or epileptic seizures. 

He seemed to experience this time very positively. It 

was probably the best time of his life because he was 

always positive.

It  is  also  mentioned  that  Jeff  self-medicated  with 

alcohol  and  often  walked  through  the  school 

hallways with a  coffee cup filled with whiskey or 

scotch.18 The  information  is  based  on  Jeff's  own 

assertions.

18 My Friend Dahmer, Derf Backderf
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Source: History of Revere Local Schools, Ohio

Backderf's  depiction  of  Jeffrey  Dahmer  in  school 

shows how he wasn’t seen as a serious threat despite 

his odd behavior and warning signs. The fact that no 

one, intervened or responded to Jeff's behavior raise 

questions.

Jeff's  behavior,  like drinking alcohol during school 

hours, might indicate a bigger problem, according to 

the official statement. His ability to walk through the 

school  hallways  and  consume  alcohol  without 

serious consequences is also questionable.

In  the  United  States,  schools  usually  have  strict 

policies  and  measures  regarding  alcohol 

consumption during school hours. Discipline for or 

expelling students for drinking may vary depending 

on  school  policy  and circumstances.  Some schools 

impose  disciplinary  measures  such  as  reprimands, 

suspensions,  or  exclusion  from  school  events  for 
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students  caught  drinking  alcohol,  particularly 

during school hours or at school events.19 Wouldn't 

the gossip not have reached the school management? 

Wouldn't  the teachers have paid more attention to 

him or perhaps even scrutinized him? There are no 

specific  statements  from  teachers  about  Jeffrey 

Dahmer's alcohol consumption during school hours 

if  you  look  for  statements  from  teachers.  Dahmer 

was  described  as  quiet  and  reserved.  During  his 

school  years,  Jeff  was  known  for  his  humor, 

particularly  at  school,  where  he  had  a  fan  club 

centered around «a Dahmer.»20

Source: 

myfrienddahmer.blogspot.com

19 National  Institute  on  Alcohol  Abuse  and  Alcoholism 

(NIAAA), Underage Drinking 

20 My Friend Dahmer, Derf Backderf
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Please  not  that  the  statement  regarding  Jeff's 

drinking at school is based on his own statements. 

But, there are no independent confirmations of these 

claims. It is possible that Jeff was acting as a joker, 

gain attention or to live up to his reputation as an 

eccentric and rebellious student. Here is the picture 

of his high school yearbook cover:21

Those: myfrienddahmer.blogspot.com

It  was  a  small  group  of  music  nerds  and  high 

achieving  students  from  high  school,  who  were 

fascinated by the strange boy who was doing bizarre 

21 myfrienddahmer.blogspot.com
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stunts,  faking  epileptic  seizures  in  the  hallways, 

pretending he had cerebral palsy. During our junior 

year,  we  began  calling  ourselves  the  Dahmer  Fan 

Club and cheering on Jeff for his strange, scholastic 

feats. Above is a sketchbook picture of the fan club 

from 1977.

Source: myfrienddahmer.blogspot.com

Beckderf,  as the Dahmer Fan Club's self-appointed 

Minister of Propaganda, smuggled Jeff into dozens 

of  drawings:  cartoons  in  the  school  newspaper, 

theater  posters,  student  council  election  posters, 

sports  pep  posters,  etc.  Regrettably,  most  of  them 

did not  survive.  At  one  time there  was  a  football 
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banner with Jeffrey Dahmer!

The yearbook cover is Backderf's masterpiece. This is 

Backderf's portrayal of the iconic Spirit of '76, with a 

twitchy  Dahmer  as  the  drummer  on  the  left. 

Unfortunately,  by  this  point  the  yearbook  advisor 

and editor had tuned in to us, recognized Dahmer in 

and the  sketch  above,  and had rejected the  cover. 

The drawing in ink is gone. Unfortunately, only the 

sketch  survived.  Nevertheless,  he  was  allowed  to 

contribute the cartoon to the yearbook. All members 

of  the  fan  club  are  represented  by  the  fan  club. 

Jeffrey Dahmer is at bottom right, looming life-size 

above  the  crowd  and  constrained  in  one  of  his 

trademark seizures. Almost all of the words balloons 

above  are  «Dahmerisms,»  catchphrases  that  they 

invented  and  sprinkled  around  in  their  daily 

conversations.  Notice  the  balloon  that  says 

«BAAAA!» Dahmer's signature bleat was sheep-like. 

Another  person says  «Dahmier,»  which they often 

pronounced  as  his  name,  with  a  heavy  French 

accent, although Backderf can't remember why.22

There is also the possibility that teachers and other 

school staff knew about Jeff's behavior, but thought 

it was harmless nonsense or as part of his job as an 

entertainer  in  the  school  community.  In  many 

22 myfrienddahmer.blogspot.com
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schools,  students  who  act  like  «clowns»  or  have 

unusual  behavior  can  often  be  seen  as  eccentric 

personalities  without  any  suspicion  of  serious 

problems.

This interpretation would make Jeff's schooling seem 

less  problematic,  at  least  from  the  standpoint  of 

teachers and school administrators.

Dr. Kukral couldn't believe the news of Jeff's crimes 

at first because he hadn't seem anything in Jeff that 

would  indicate  such  disturbing  actions.  He 

remembered Jeff  as  a  gentle  soul  who didn't  hurt 

anyone. The sudden rise of Jeff to serial killer status 

shocked Dr. Kukral.23

The suggestion that Jeff's father may be responsible 

for  the  murders  could  be  due  to  questionable  or 

suspicious behavior on the part of the father, which 

Dr.  Kukral  may  have  observed  or  heard.  It  is 

possible that certain aspects of Jeff's family situation 

or  his  father's  behavior  were  discussed  among 

classmates,  which  leads  to  this  assumption.  There 

were no specific abnormalities or allegations against 

Jeff's father mentioned in the available information.

Dr.  Kukral's  reaction  overall  is  one  of  general 

23 Interview: New York Post with Dr. Kukral
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surprise  and  dismay  at  Jeff's  news.  Dr.  Kukral 

thought about his friendship with Jeffrey when they 

were in school. He said he knew Jeff, but he didn’t 

consider him a close friend. He described Jeff as a 

funny guy who often tried to make her laugh, but he 

did  not  believe  Jeff  had  any  really  close  friends 

during  that  time.  For  Dr.  Kukral,  Jeff  was  simply 

someone in his class who was different, but nothing 

about  his  behavior  suggested  that  there  was 

anything dark or evil about him.24

Dr.  Kukral’s  perspective  shows  that  although  Jeff 

was  seen  as  eccentric  or  unconventional,  his 

behavior was not seen as threatening or suspicious.

Dr. Kukral commented on Jeff's interest in biology 

and  life  during  his  school  years,  noting  that  they 

didn't see it as a bad thing at the time. For him, it 

was  simply  that  some  children  were  interested  in 

such  topics,  whereas  others  were  not.  This 

perspective  shows  that  Jeff's  interests  were  not 

perceived as threatening or troubling.

Dr.  Kukral  also  told  a  story  about  Jeff's  silly  and 

spontaneous  pranks  at  school.  One  of  the  actions 

involved Jeff slamming his head against Dr. Kukral's 

chest, and he said he was just checking in to hear his 

24 Interview: New York Post with Dr. Kukral
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heart  to  make  sure  he  was  still  alive.  Kukral 

emphasized  that  they  didn’t  see  anything  sinister 

Jeff's  action  at  the  time.  Such  actions  were  sot 

unusual for adolescents, but they were different and 

funny for teenagers.25

The  depiction  of  Jeff's  actions  were  funny  and 

different,  but  it  was  normal  for  teenagers.  This 

shows that people might see Jeff’s differently now. 

Similarly, interest in biology and life among young 

people  is  not  unusual.  Many  young  people  have 

different interests and passions, and some might be 

particularly  interested  in  scientific  topics.  Jeff's 

interest  in  biology  could  be  interpreted  as  a 

reflection  of  his  curiosity  and  desire  to  explore, 

similar  to  other  young people  who are  passionate 

about these topics.

Considering Jeff's behavior and interests during his 

school years makes it is clear that his behavior was 

not  viewed  as  suspicious  or  concerning  in  this 

context. It was simply a part of his personality and 

his  youthful  experiences,  which  in  retrospect  are 

viewed  in  the  context  of  his  later  actions  in 

retrospect.26

25 Interview: New York Post with Dr. Kukral

26 Interpretation  is  based  on  general  knowledge  about  the 
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From  a  scientific  perspective,  it  is  important  to 

understand  that  adolescents  display  a  variety  of 

behaviors and interests that are part of their normal 

development.  The  common  feature  of  adolescents 

life is funny behavior, such as performing pranks or 

spontaneous actions. 

Studies  in  the  field  of  developmental  psychology 

have shown that adolescents have a strong desire for 

social  belonging  and  acceptance.  Therefore,  they 

often seek for opportunities to present themselves in 

social situations and establish positive relationships 

with  their  peers.  Funny  behavior  can  help  build 

social  bonds  and  increase  the  sense  of  group 

belonging.27

The interest in biology and other scientific topics is 

also  a  natural  part  of  adolescent  development. 

During this stage of life, teenagers are often curious 

and exploratory, looking for ways to understand the 

world  around them.  Therefore,  interest  in  biology 

can  be  seen  as  a  way  to  explore  how the  human 

body and other living things work.

Funny  behavior  and  interest  in  biology  in  young 

27 Adolescent  Development  and  Pathways  to  Problem 

Behavior: A Community Action Guide, Richard F. Catalano, 

J.  David  Hawkins,  Elizabeth  Gilchrist,  &  David  R. 

Toumbourou
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people is not something unusual, but rather a part of 

their normal development process.

Jeffrey Dahmer's  behavior during his  school years, 

including his silly pranks and his interest in biology, 

can be seen from a scientific perspective as typical of 

the behavior of many adolescents.28 His pranks, such 

as lying his head on Dr. Kukral's chest, could be seen 

as  an  expression  of  his  need  for  social  interaction 

and  acceptance  within  his  peer  group.  Teenagers 

often seek for ways to stand out from their peers and 

build positive relationships with their peers, which 

can  be  encouraged  through  humorous  and 

spontaneous actions.

Furthermore,  Jeff's  interest  in  biology and life  is  a 

natural  expression  of  his  curiosity  and  joy  of 

discovery  during  his  youth,  as  is  his  interest  in 

biology and life. Many young people demonstate an 

interest  in  scientific  topics  and  look  for  ways  to 

understand the world around them. Jeff’s interest in 

biology  may  have  been  a  way  to  explore  the 

workings  of  the  human  body  and  satisfy  his 

curiosity about life.29

28 Adolescent  Development  and  Pathways  to  Problem 

Behavior: A Community Action Guide, Richard F. Catalano, 

J.  David  Hawkins,  Elizabeth  Gilchrist,  &  David  R. 

Toumbourou
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From a scientific perspective, it is possible that Jeff's 

behavior during his adolescence may reflect aspects 

of  Asperger's  Syndrome.  For  example,  adolescents 

with  Asperger's  syndrome  may  have  difficulty 

understanding  and  responding  appropriately  to 

social  cues.  This  can  lead  to  unusual  or 

misunderstood behavior. Jeff's pranks and interest in 

biology could be seen as a reflection of his special 

interests and difficulties in social interaction.

But  it  is  important  to  emphasize  that  Asperger's 

syndrome is a complex and varied disorder.30

Adolescents with Asperger syndrome may develop a 

particular  interest  in  certain  topics.  Jeff's  deep 

interest in biology and his high IQ of 145 might be 

signs of this. Teens with Asperger spectrum disorder 

often display an intense fixation on certain topics or 

activities,  and  their  high  IQ  can  lead  to  deeper 

engagement with these interests.31

29 Steinberg, L. (2014). Adolescence (10th ed.). New York, NY: 

McGraw-Hill Education.

30 American  Psychiatric  Association.  (2013).  Diagnostic  and 

statistical manual of mental disorders (5th ed.).

31 Attwood,  T.  (2007).  The  complete  guide  to  Asperger's 

syndrome. London: Jessica Kingsley Publishers.
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