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Introduction 

Learning a new language can be hard, especially getting the sounds right. When you 

hear Dutch on TV or radio, it might seem too fast to understand. So how can you learn 

to speak Dutch well, build your word knowledge, and learn about Dutch life all at 

once? This book is the answer. 

Made for both new learners and those who know some Dutch already, this book makes 

learning fun and real. It has everyday talks, simple grammar lessons, facts about 

Dutch life, and useful words and phrases. You'll learn the language and understand 

how Dutch people live. 

All the Dutch you'll hear is spoken slowly and clearly, helping you learn the right way 

to say words and feel good about speaking. 

The book tells the story of Lars, a Dutch college student, as he lives his daily life. 

From starting school to working, growing as a person, and facing typical student 

problems, Lars has friends and family who help him. In twenty-one chapters, you'll 

find real-life talks, interesting facts about Dutch culture, and important grammar 

lessons. Through Lars' life, you'll learn Dutch in a fun and easy way. 

Whether you're reading about King's Day, college life, or going to France with Lars 

and his family, this book is a fun and complete guide for anyone starting to learn 

Dutch. 

Found a mistake? Let me know through www.linktr.ee/taaltrainingen. Your 

feedback helps make this book better. 

Copyright notice: All content in this book is protected by law. You may not 

copy, save, or share any text or images without written permission from the 

author. Breaking these rules could lead to legal consequences.  
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Episode 1: The First Day at University 

Story Introduction 

Lars starts his first day at the Vrije Universiteit in Amsterdam. He meets his 

new roommate, Peter, and they talk about their expectations for the coming 

year. 

The First Meeting 

Scene 1: Introduction 

Lars walks into his new student room and sees a young man with glasses 

unpacking his books. 

Lars: Hoi! Ben jij ook net aangekomen? 

Peter: Ja, net een uurtje geleden. Jij moet Lars zijn? 

Lars: Klopt! En jij bent Peter, toch? 

Peter: Precies! Leuk je te ontmoeten. Hoe was je reis? 

Lars: M’n reis was oké, dank je. Ik ben niet vaak in Amsterdam geweest, dus 

het was ook best een beetje spannend. 

Peter: Begrijp ik. Ik kom uit Utrecht, en ik ken de stad een beetje. 

Lars: Dat is handig! Heb je al plannen voor vandaag? 

Peter: Nog niet echt. Misschien kunnen we samen de campus verkennen? 

Lars: Goed idee! Ik moet me ook nog inschrijven. 
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Scene 2: Exploring the campus 

Lars and Peter walk together across the campus. The sun is shining, and many 

students are already walking around and chatting. Lars feels excited and 

confident, just like Peter. They check out the large library and take a short 

break at a café for a cup of coffee. 

Peter: Hier is het café waar veel studenten komen. Het is een goede plek om 

nieuwe mensen te ontmoeten. 

Lars: Dat klinkt goed. Misschien kom ik hier later nog eens terug. 

Peter: Zeker doen. Je gaat hier snel nieuwe vrienden maken. 

Lars smiles and takes a sip of his coffee. He looks around and already feels a 

bit at home. The adventure is about to begin. 
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Grammar Focus 

Explanation of Introducing Yourself and Asking Questions in Dutch: 

When you meet someone for the first time, it’s important to know how to 

introduce yourself and ask basic questions to get to know the other person 

better. This is an essential part of social interaction in Dutch, whether you're 

meeting someone casually or in a more formal setting. 

➤ Key Phrases for Introducing Yourself: 

1. Basic Introduction: 

o "Ik ben [naam]." 

➤ "I am [name]." 

➤ This is a simple way to introduce yourself by just stating your 

name. 

o "Mijn naam is [naam]." 

➤ "My name is [name]." 

➤ This is a more formal way to introduce yourself, and can be 

used in more professional settings. 

o "Leuk je te ontmoeten!" 

➤ "Nice to meet you!" 

➤ This is a friendly way to greet someone after introductions. 

You can also use "Aangenaam!" ("Pleased to meet you!") 

which is quite common in formal or neutral settings. 

2. Adding Personal Details: 

o "Ik kom uit [land of stad]." 

➤ "I come from [country or city]." 
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➤ This is useful for letting the other person know where you're 

from. 

o "Ik woon nu in [stad]." 

➤ "I now live in [city]." 

➤ If you’ve moved or currently live somewhere else, this 

provides some context about your current situation. 

3. Talking About Your Occupation or Studies: 

o "Ik ben student." 

➤ "I am a student." 

➤ You can add what you’re studying: "Ik studeer [vak]." ("I 

study [subject].") 

o "Ik werk als [beroep]." 

➤ "I work as a [profession]." 

➤ This is useful when talking about your occupation. 

4. Sharing Interests: 

o "Mijn hobby's zijn [hobby's]." 

➤ "My hobbies are [hobbies]." 

➤ A great way to find common ground and share more about 

yourself. 

o "Ik hou van [activiteit]." 

➤ "I love [activity]." 

➤ 'Ik hou van' can be used to express things you like or are 

passionate about. 

➤ Key Questions to Ask During Introductions: 

1. Basic Questions to Get to Know Someone: 

o "Hoe heet jij?" 

➤ "What is your name?" 

➤ This is a direct way to ask someone’s name. 

o "Waar kom je vandaan?" 

➤ "Where are you from?" 

➤ Useful to learn more about the person’s origin. 

o "Wat doe je voor werk?" 

➤ "What do you do for work?" 

➤ A general question to find out someone's profession. 

o "Wat studeer je?" 

➤ "What do you study?" 
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➤ Used when you meet a student and want to know their field 

of study. 

2. Questions to Deepen the Conversation: 

o "Hoe lang woon je hier al?" 

➤ "How long have you lived here?" 

➤ This helps get more information about their life situation. 

o "Wat zijn jouw hobby's?" 

➤ "What are your hobbies?" 

➤ This helps you find common interests. 

o "Ken je deze stad al een beetje?" 

➤ "Do you know this city a bit already?" 

➤ Great for finding out if someone is familiar with the area, 

especially if they are new. 

3. Polite Follow-Up Questions: 

o "Hoe was je reis?" 

➤ "How was your journey?" 

➤ Often used in the context of welcoming someone to a new 

place. 

o "Hoe gaat het met je?" 

➤ "How are you?" 

➤ A standard way to ask about someone's well-being, suitable 

after an introduction. 

Useful Phrases to Remember 

 Leuk je te ontmoeten. (Nice to meet you.) 

 Hoe was je reis? (How was your trip?) 

 Heb je al plannen? (Do you already have plans? 
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Cultural Notes 

In the Netherlands, many students move to new cities to attend university and often 

share housing with other students. This shared living arrangement, known as 

'studentenkamers,' fosters a sense of community and helps students adapt to their new 

environment. It is common for new roommates to explore the city or campus together, 

building connections from day one.  



| Episode 2: Getting Used to the New Life 

- 7 - 

A New Beginner's Guide to Dutch Grammar, Culture, and Confident Conversation 

Episode 2: Getting Used to the New Life 

Story Introduction 

Lars went grocery shopping for the first time today at an Albert Heijn 

supermarket. He wants to buy some ingredients to prepare a simple Dutch dish. 

Peter decides to join him to help out. 

Boodschappen Doen 

Scene 1: In de supermarkt 

Lars and Peter walk into the supermarket. Peter pushes the shopping cart while 

Lars checks the AH app on his phone. 

Lars: Oké, eerst hebben we olijfolie nodig. Waar vinden we die? 

Peter: Die staat in het volgende schap, ik weet de weg wel. 

Lars: Top, ik volg je. Daarna hebben we tomaten en kaas nodig. 

Peter: Geen probleem. En wat ga je precies maken? 

Lars: Een Italiaanse pasta. Dat is snel en gemakkelijk. 

Peter: Ja, klopt! Lekker simpel en eigenlijk ook best Hollands. Heb je al 

knoflook op je lijstje? 

Lars: Oh, goed dat je het zegt. Die was ik bijna vergeten. 

Peter: Geen zorgen, ik pak het wel even. 

Scene 2: Betalen bij de kassa 

Lars and Peter are standing at the checkout. 

Lars: Laten we de zelfscankassa gebruiken, dat gaat sneller. 
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Peter: Goed idee! Ik gebruik deze altijd. 

Lars: Ja, ik ook. Het is echt handig. 

Peter: Absoluut. Klaar in een paar minuten! 

Lars smiles and scans his first item. Together, they finish the shopping and 

leave the supermarket with full bags. 
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Grammar Focus 

Explanation of the Use of Pronoun "Die" for Reference in Dutch: 

➤ Meaning: In Dutch, "die" is a demonstrative pronoun used to refer to a de-

word (common gender noun) that has already been mentioned or is understood 

in context. It can mean "that" or "those" when referring to people or objects 

that are farther away or have already been discussed. The equivalent in English 

is often "that" for singular or "those" for plural, depending on context. 

➤ Key Uses of "Die": 

1. As a Demonstrative Pronoun for "de"-words: 

o "Die" is used to refer back to de-words. In Dutch, nouns are 

either de-words or het-words, and knowing which form to use 

is important for correct sentence construction. 

o Examples: 

 "Ik zie een auto. Die is rood." 

➤ "I see a car. That one is red." 

➤ Here, 'auto' is a de-word, so 'die' is used to refer to it. 

 "Daar staat een man. Die ziet er blij uit." 

➤ "There stands a man. That one looks happy." 

➤ 'Man' is a de-word, so 'die' correctly refers back to 

'man'. 

2. Referring to Plural Forms: 

o When referring to plural nouns, whether they are de-words or 

het-words, "die" is also used. 

o Examples: 

 "Ik heb de boeken gelezen. Die waren interessant." 

➤ "I read the books. Those were interesting." 

➤ 'Boeken' (books) is the plural form of 'boek', and 'die' 

refers to all of them. 

 "Die mensen werken hier al lang." 

➤ "Those people have been working here for a long 

time." 

➤ 'Mensen' (people) is a plural de-word, and 'die' is used 

to refer to them. 

3. Referring to Objects or People Mentioned Earlier: 


