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FOREWORD: Why Medicine Is 
Sometimes Stranger Than Any TV Series  

 

 

Medicine has an image problem. 

On screen, it looks sleek. Diagnoses arrive in the final five minutes. Tests come back 

instantly. Someone storms out of the room, someone else has a breakthrough, and 

the patient survives just in time for the closing credits. 

Real medicine is stranger. Quieter. Messier. And far more surprising. 

In real life, the oddest moments rarely announce themselves. They show up at 3 a.m. 

during a night shift that already feels endless. They arrive disguised as a routine 

complaint that turns into a mystery. They hide inside a perfectly normal chart, only 

to reveal a detail so bizarre that everyone pauses and rereads it just to be sure. 

This book lives in those moments. It’s about the facts you don’t memorize for exams. The situations no lecturer warns 
you about. The stories that sound made up until you realize they actually happened, 

often to very competent professionals doing their absolute best with the knowledge 

they had at the time. Medicine is built on science, but it’s practiced by humans. And humans bring fear, 
habit, confidence, exhaustion, culture, superstition, pride, intuition, and the occasional spectacular misunderstanding into the exam room. That’s how you end 
up with treatments that once made perfect sense and now make us stare in disbelief. That’s how you get patients who confound every test, bodies that refuse to follow 
the rules, and cases that quietly remind everyone how much uncertainty still exists. 

None of this makes medicine weak. It makes it honest. The stories collected here don’t mock illness or suffering. They don’t punch down. 
Instead, they pull back the curtain on the strange, often uncomfortable truth that 
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progress isn’t a straight line. Medicine advances through wrong turns, 
overconfidence, wild theories, accidental discoveries, and moments of humility that 

arrive only after certainty fails. 

If you work in healthcare, many of these stories will feel familiar in spirit, even if you haven’t lived the exact scenario. You’ll recognize the feeling of being sure and wrong. 
The awkward humor that bubbles up in inappropriate moments because the 

pressure has to escape somewhere. The quiet awe when a body survives something that shouldn’t be survivable. If you don’t work in healthcare, this book offers a different kind of fascination. Not 
the polished drama of television, but the genuine unpredictability of real life. The 

reminder that behind every diagnosis is a person guessing, learning, adjusting, and 

sometimes being surprised right along with the patient. Think of these pages as a guided tour through medicine’s back rooms. The places 
where certainty loosens its grip. Where curiosity matters more than confidence. 

Where the best response is often, “Well… that’s new.” If medicine sometimes feels stranger than fiction, it’s because fiction has the 
advantage of control. Reality does not. And that, as you’re about to discover, is exactly what makes it so endlessly 
fascinating. 
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CHAPTER 1: Medical Misconceptions & 
Absurd Myths 

 

What Doctors Used to Believe 

1. The Wandering Womb Theory 

 

The idea of the wandering womb dates back to ancient Greek medicine and is 

explicitly described in texts attributed to Hippocrates. Physicians believed the 

uterus could detach and move freely through the female body, pressing against 

organs and causing symptoms like suffocation, seizures, anxiety, and paralysis. 

These symptoms were widely reported in medical case histories across antiquity 

and the Middle Ages. 

The theory persisted through Roman medicine, championed by Galen, whose 

writings dominated European medical education for over a thousand years. 

Renaissance physicians continued to document cases where women were treated 

for “wandering womb” using fumigation techniques, placing sweet-smelling 

substances near the pelvis and foul odors near the nose to drive the uterus back into 

place. 

The Logic: Without anatomical dissection or knowledge of connective tissue, the 

uterus appeared mysterious and mobile, especially when symptoms were episodic. 

The Twist: An internal organ was treated like a roaming animal that could be bribed, 

frightened, or chased home. 

The Lesson: When anatomy is poorly understood, imagination often fills the gap. 
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2. Bloodletting: The Universal Remote 

Bloodletting was one of the most documented medical practices in history. It was 

formally endorsed by Galenic medicine and remained standard treatment in 

Europe and North America into the 1800s. One of the most famous cases is the death 

of George Washington in 1799. After developing a throat infection, he was bled 

repeatedly, losing an estimated 40 % of his blood volume within 24 hours. 

Medical records show bloodletting was prescribed for pneumonia, infections, 

mental illness, and even preventive care. Physicians kept detailed notes on vein 

selection, timing, and quantity removed. The practice was not reckless; it was 

methodical, systematic, and taught in medical schools. 

The Logic: Disease was believed to result from excess or imbalance of bodily humors, 

and blood was the easiest to remove. 

The Twist: Doctors carefully weakened patients in the name of restoring strength. 

The Lesson: Standard practice is not the same as effective practice. 

3. Bad Air, Bad Life 

The miasma theory dominated public health policy well into the 19th century. 

Disease outbreaks were blamed on foul-smelling air rather than contagion. During 

cholera epidemics in London, officials focused on odor control instead of water 

sanitation. Even Florence Nightingale strongly supported ventilation and 

cleanliness to disperse bad air in hospitals. 

A turning point came during the 1854 cholera outbreak, when John Snow traced 

infections to a contaminated water pump on Broad Street. His findings contradicted 

miasma theory and were initially resisted because the water did not smell bad. 

The Logic: Smell was a visible warning sign, and decaying environments were 

genuinely associated with illness. 

The Twist: Doctors trusted their noses more than the water their patients drank. 

The Lesson: Correct observations can still lead to the wrong conclusions. 



 11 

4. Left-Handedness as a Medical Problem 

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, left-handedness was frequently classified 

as a developmental abnormality. Medical and psychological texts warned that it was 

associated with learning difficulties, stuttering, and moral weakness. Children were 

forcibly retrained, often documented in school medical records across Europe and 

North America. 

British physician Cesare Lombroso even suggested left-handedness was linked to 

criminal tendencies. Well into the 1950s, pediatric and psychiatric literature 

recommended correction, sometimes involving restraints or physical punishment. 

Only later did neurological research confirm hemispheric dominance as a natural 

variation, not pathology. 

The Logic: Deviation from the majority was assumed to indicate dysfunction. 

The Twist: Medicine tried to cure a trait that required no cure at all. 

The Lesson: Normal variation is often mistaken for disorder when conformity 

becomes the standard. 

When Wrong Diagnoses Made History 

5. Hysteria: The Greatest Hits Diagnosis 

 

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, “hysteria” was one of the most common 

diagnoses given to women in Europe and North America. Patients presenting with 

seizures, paralysis, chronic pain, fainting, or emotional distress were often labeled 

hysterical. One well-documented example is the French neurologist Jean-Martin 

Charcot, who publicly demonstrated patients with “hysteria” at the Salpêtrière 


