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Red Flag: The Specter of Communism-Redux by
Niels van Haren

Introduction

W elcome to Red Flag: The Specter of Commu-
nism - Redux, an immersive novel set in 2027.

In a world where technology and geopolitics are
inextricably linked, this book follows a diverse group
of characters, each navigating their own path in a com-
plex web of espionage, cyber warfare, and the frontiers
of quantum computing. From Hana Parker, a brilliant
quantum technologist in Seoul, to Harry Wheeler, an
influential figure in Washington D.C. with dark se-
crets, and from the cyber operations in Pyongyang to
the clandestine meetings in Dubai: this book takes you
on a global journey full of suspense and intrigue.

What connects these characters is the race to con-
trol the future of technology – a battle that could
change the world as we know it. Themes such as the
ethics of technological progress, the dangers of cyber
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warfare, and the complexity of international alliances
are central to this story.

A unique perspective

This book is unique because it is entirely written
by Grok, an AI agent, including the images. This

offers a unique perspective on the possibilities and risks
of artificial intelligence, both within the story and in
the way the book was created. The AI combines tech-
nical precision with narrative depth, resulting in a
thriller that is both intellectually stimulating and emo-
tionally engaging.

Questions about terms

D o you come across terms you don't fully under-
stand, such as 'fintech', 'quantum computing', or

other technical concepts? Don't worry! You can visit
Chatgpt on Niels Blog, wordpress.nielsvanharen.eu to
ask questions and get explanations. If the AI answers in
Dutch, feel free to ask for a English version by saying:
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“Please in English.” You can also ask for examples to
better understand complex topics, such as fintech. Fin-
tech, for example, refers to technologies that improve
financial services, such as mobile payment apps or
blockchain systems.

What can you expect?

These initial chapters introduce a world where
technology is both a blessing and a threat. You

will follow characters grappling with personal dilem-
mas as they operate in a world where nations, corpora-
tions, and individuals vie for power. From the develop-
ment of a revolutionary quantum supercomputer to
the threat of AI-driven malware: the story builds to-
wards a climax that could upend the global order.

Why read this book?

R ed Flag: The Specter of Communism - Redux is
not just a thrilling story, but also a reflection on

the future of technology and geopolitics. It combines
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current themes with a visionary outlook, packaged in
an accessible and engaging narrative. Whether you are
interested in technology, international politics, or sim-
ply enjoy a good thriller, this book offers something for
everyone.

Stay involved

A s this is a work in progress, we invite you to be
part of the process. Visit the Niels Blog website

to share feedback, ask questions, or learn more about
the concepts in the book. Your input can help shape
the story further!

Enjoy this captivating story, and we hope you are
as excited about the upcoming chapters as we are!
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Subject Description

Timeline
The story is set in 2027, a near future with
advanced technology.

Main
themes

Technological innovation, geopolitical
tensions, espionage, and personal dramas.

Important
locations

Seoul, Havana, Washington D.C.,
Pyongyang, Dubai.

Unique
feature

Written by an AI agent, resulting in an
innovative storytelling style.

Resource Website for explanations of terms.

Table of Contents

Introduction

Chapter I: An Unexpected Warm Meeting
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Time: Saturday Morning, June 4, 2027
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Chapter II: Shadows of Havana

L ocation: Hotel Nacional, Havana, Cuba
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Time: Saturday Evening, June 4, 2027

Chapter IV: The Dance of the Spies
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Chapter VI: The Pentagon Hack

L ocation: Pentagon, Arlington, Virginia, U.S.A.
Time: Sunday Afternoon, June 5, 2027

Chapter VII: The Quantum Leap
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L ocation: Artificial Island Europe, World Islands,
Dubai, United Arab Emirates
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Time: Sunday Evening, June 5, 2027
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Chapter X: Whispers in the Mist

L ocation: KIST Institute, South Korea
Time: Sunday Night, June 5, 2027

Chapter XI: Loyalty and Ideology

L ocation: A Dimly Lit Bar, Washington, D.C.,
U.S.A.

Time: Monday Morning, June 6, 2027

Chapter XII: The Dark Side of AI

L ocation: Research Centre 227, Pyongyang, North
Korea

Time: Monday Afternoon, June 6, 2027

Chapter XIII: The Green Light
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Dubai, United Arab Emirates

Time: Monday Afternoon, June 6, 2027
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Chapter XIV: Chaos in the Streets

L ocation: A Suburb of Washington, D.C., United
States

Time: Monday Afternoon, June 6, 2027

Chapter XV: Arrival of the Manila Team

L ocation: KIST Institute, Seoul, South Korea
Time: Monday Evening, June 6, 2027

Chapter XVI: Equus Troianus "The Trojan
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L ocation: Lafayette Park, Washington, D.C.,
U.S.A.

Time: Tuesday Morning, June 7, 2027

Chapter XVII: The Communist Meeting
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D.C., U.S.A.

Time: Tuesday Afternoon, June 7, 2027
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Chapter XVIII: Betrayal in the Night

L ocation: KIST Institute, Seoul, South Korea
Time: Tuesday Evening, June 7, 2027

Chapter XIX: The NATO Summit

L ocation: NATO Headquarters, Brussels, Belgium
Time: Wednesday Morning, June 8, 2027

Chapter XX: The Red Revolution: A New
Power

L ocation: Artificial Island Europe, World Islands,
Dubai, United Arab Emirates

Time: Wednesday Afternoon, June 8, 2027

Chapter XXI: The Aftermath of Betrayal

L ocation: KIST Institute, Seoul, South Korea
Time: Wednesday Evening, June 8, 2027
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Chapter XXII: An Outing with a Twist
and an Unexpected Revelation

L ocation: Calvert Cliffs Nuclear Power Plant, Lus-
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Time: Thursday Daytime, June 9, 2027

Chapter XXIII: The Race Intensifies

L ocation: Research Centre 227, Pyongyang, North
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Time: Thursday Evening, June 9, 2027

Chapter XXIV: A New Order

L ocation: Artificial Island Europe, World Islands,
Dubai, United Arab Emirates

Time: Friday Daytime, June 10, 2027

Chapter XXV: The Shadow of Dakar

L ocation: In the Atlantic Ocean near Dakar, Sene-
gal

RED FLAG: THE SPECTER OF

COMMUNISM-REDUX 11



Time: Friday Night, June 10, 2027

Chapter XXVI: The Quantum
Breakthrough

L ocation: KIST Institute, Seoul, South Korea
Time: Saturday Morning, June 11, 2027

Chapter XXVII: Lights Out for a Fallen
Comrade

L ocation: Research Centre 227, Pyongyang, North
Korea

Time: Saturday Afternoon, June 11, 2027

Chapter XXVIII: What You Sow, You
Shall Reap!

L ocation: Artificial Island Europe, World Islands,
Dubai, United Arab Emirates

Time: Sunday Afternoon, June 12, 2027
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Chapter XXIX: Depths of the Revolution
- The Mission of the Krasnaya Groza

L ocation: Atlantic Ocean, west of Europe
Time: Sunday Evening, June 12, 2027

Chapter XXX: Race Against Time

L ocation: Research Centre 227, Pyongyang, North
Korea

Time: Monday Morning, June 13, 2027

Chapter XXXI: Chaos and Invasion

L ocation: Artificial Island Europe, World Islands,
Dubai, United Arab Emirates

Time: Monday Evening, June 13, 2027

Chapter XXXII: Quantum Break: The
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L ocation: KIST Institute, South Korea
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Chapter XXXIII: The Other Side

L ocation: The White House, Washington, D.C.,
United States

Time: Tuesday Evening, June 14, 2027

Chapter XXXIV: The Hunt for the
Krasnaya Groza

L ocation: KIST Institute, Seoul, South Korea
Time: Tuesday Night, June 15, 2027

Chapter XXXV: Equees Virus - The
Quantum Hostage

L ocation: Research Centre 227, Pyongyang, North
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Time: Wednesday Morning, June 15, 2027
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L ocation: The Red House, Washington, D.C.
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Chapter XXXVII: Grok AI - Closing
Argument vs Narrator

L ocation: Rheden, The Netherlands
Time: Wednesday Evening, May 7, 2025

This table of contents reflects the structure of the
book as it currently appears in the document, with the
addition of locations and times to give the reader a bet-
ter overview of the storyline unfolding across different
places and moments.
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Red Flag: The Specter of
Communism- Redux: Chapter I

Location: KIST Institute, Seoul, South Korea

Time: Saturday morning, June 4, 2027

An unexpectedly warm encounter

The sun slowly climbed above the rugged moun-
tain peaks surrounding Seoul, South Korea, cast-

ing a golden glow over the valley. In the heart of this
serene environment stood the KIST R&D center, a
bastion of progress where Hana Parker, a driven re-
searcher, spent her days deciphering quantum technol-
ogy. Her name seemed like a harbinger of her ground-
breaking work; symbolically, Hana represents a new
beginning, the first step, the unique. She is a slender
woman in her early forties with a sharp mind and ex-
udes determination. Her lab is a symphony of hum-
ming equipment and flickering screens, a place where
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the boundaries of the possible are stretched daily. She
enjoyed the complex puzzles her work entailed, but to-
day her focus was being tested.

While analyzing data on the work floor, she caught
glimpses of chaos in the United States on a side screen.
Images of riots and smoke filled the streets of San Fran-
cisco. On her phone, she scrolled through news reports
from the United States. Protests in Washington D.C.
against the Trump Administration's trade policy. Some
protests escalated into riots. Her sister Mia Parker lives
in a suburb of D.C., and the unrest there felt personal.
Hana's fingers hovered above the keyboard, her eyes
fixed on the data streams on the screen. But her
thoughts drifted to Mia, alone in Washington D.C.,
where chaos filled the streets. Last night, Mia had
called, her voice strained: "It's a mess here, Hana." The
memory tightened her stomach. She tried to concen-
trate on the quantum algorithms, but the images of ri-
ots on the news kept flashing through her mind. What
if something happened to Mia? A tremor of worry ran
through her, and she felt her breathing quicken, a wave
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of panic she tried to suppress. After a few minutes, she
could no longer ignore it.

Hana retreated to her office on the first floor,
pulled her phone out of her pocket again, and typed
a quick WhatsApp message: "Hey, are the streets still
safe? And can you still do your shopping? Love, your
sister." No reply. The silence gnawed at her.

Her worries were abruptly interrupted by a low,
rumbling sound that made the windows vibrate. Two
Black Hawk helicopters skimmed over the building,
their shadows dancing across the glass facade. The
Americans were here again, with their usual bravado,
and this time they brought the Australian R&D team
with them – picked up from an aircraft carrier in the
Yellow Sea, just 60 kilometers away. Hana finished her
work, straightened her jacket, and hurried to the land-
ing platform to greet her colleagues. As she walked out
of her office, her screen lit up with a reply: "Hectic
here, it's okay during the day and quiet in front of the
TV in the evening, don't worry! Miss you. X" Relieved,
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she exhaled and continued walking with a slightly
more relaxed demeanor.

This annual visit was routine, but always exciting.
As the helicopters landed and the wind tousled her
hair, she scanned the group getting out. A few unfamil-
iar faces, and then... Jack Reid. Her breath caught for a
moment. They had met in Tokyo years ago at a Quan-
tum Technology conference. The connection had been
immediate – a mix of intellectual sparks and some-
thing deeper – but life hadn't given them a chance to
explore it further. Now he stepped forward, his famil-
iar grin tinged with a playful glint.

"Hana," Jack said, his Australian accent warm and
familiar, but with a slight tremor that betrayed his sur-
prise. "You here?" He smiled, but his eyes revealed a
hint of nostalgia. Tokyo, years ago, flashed through his
mind – late nights full of discussions about AI, laugh-
ing under the cherry blossoms, a connection that end-
ed abruptly when their paths diverged. Seeing her in
front of him now felt like both an opportunity and a
risk. "Let's just say the stakes are higher than ever," he
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added, his tone light, but his shoulders tense, knowing
their work would put them in danger again.

She laughed, a little nervously. "Jack, what a sur-
prise. Good to see you again."

He nodded, his eyes on her. "It certainly is. And
yes, it's going to be interesting."

Hana raised an eyebrow. "Does this mean your
team has made a breakthrough? That they sent you,
from Australian intelligence?"

Jack chuckled, but his gaze became more serious.
"You'll hear about it tomorrow at the meeting."

Together they walked into the Korea Institute of
Science and Technology (KIST). Their conversation
light and teasing, but with an undercurrent of tension.
Hana felt it: something big was in the air. Jack's work
with AI implementation and her own quantum re-
search were two sides of the same coin, and the col-
laboration between South Korea and Australia was un-
der pressure. As they passed the meeting room, where
the outlines of a crucial briefing were taking shape for
Sunday, a small voice whispered in her head that every-
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thing would change in 24 hours. The world was tee-
tering on the brink of chaos – with rising communism
as a dark shadow on the horizon – and their tech-
nology could be the weapon that tipped the balance.
What she didn't yet know was that Jack carried a secret
that would test their bond and their mission. To relax,
she suggests that the reception committee change in
their rooms and move to the restaurant for a delicious
meal so they can start fresh tomorrow. She suggests to
Jack that he come with her to Seoul; she knows a cozy
restaurant there. Jack definitely likes her idea, and to-
gether they get into Hana's car to head out for what
might be a very romantic evening.
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Red Flag: The Specter of
Communism- Redux: Chapter II

Location: Hotel Nacional, Havana, Cuba

Time: Saturday evening, June 4, 2027

Shadows of Havana

The humid Cuban night enveloped Harry Wheel-
er as he drove onto the grounds of the Hotel Na-

cional in an old, original Cuban car – a vintage
Chevrolet with faded paint that proudly bore the rav-
ages of time. Havana's streets exuded history, and the
sultry air was filled with the scent of cigars and the
sounds of distant rumba. Harry, the Speaker of the
United States House of Representatives, stepped out,
his fedora tilted on his head, and grabbed his suitcase.
This was no ordinary trip; it was the beginning of a
mission that could shake the world order.
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