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Introduction: Welcome to the World of 
Baby-led Weaning 

 
 

The moment solid foods enter the picture, feeding suddenly feels more complicated than it needs to be. What used to be 

simple milk feeds now comes with questions about timing, textures, portions, and safety. Many families are told there is 

a “right” order, a “right” schedule, and a “right” way to do things, even though babies themselves do not follow scripts. 

Baby-led weaning offers a different starting point. Instead of managing every bite, it allows babies to take part in eating 

from the beginning in a way that mirrors how they learn everything else: through practice, curiosity, and repetition. Meals 

are no longer something that happens to your baby but something they actively take part in. 

This approach fits naturally into family life. Babies join meals at the table, observe others eating, and explore food 

alongside the rest of the household. Food is prepared with intention, but not fuss. Over time, mealtimes become familiar, 

shared moments rather than separate feeding sessions that require special planning. 

Baby-led weaning is about creating a calm, supportive environment where learning can happen. This book was written 

to make that environment easier to build, with practical guidance and realistic food ideas that support confidence on 

both sides of the table. 

Why BLW? – The Benefits of Starting Solids without 

Purees 
Starting solids can raise a lot of questions. How much should babies eat? Are they getting enough? Is this normal? Baby-

led weaning shifts the focus away from measuring bites and toward observing learning. Instead of trying to control the 

process, BLW encourages parents to support it. The benefits go beyond what ends up in your baby’s mouth and extend 

into how they learn, grow, and experience food as part of everyday life. 

1. Builds eating skills through practice: When babies feed themselves, every meal becomes a chance to practice 

important skills. Grasping food, bringing it to the mouth, biting, chewing, and swallowing all develop together. These 

movements are learned through repetition, not instruction. Over time, babies become more coordinated and confident 

simply by being allowed to try. 

2. Supports natural appetite awareness: BLW allows babies to decide how much to eat from what is offered. They 

stop when they are full and continue when they are hungry. This helps them stay connected to their own cues instead of 

relying on external prompts. Mealtimes become calmer because there is no pressure to reach a certain amount. 

3. Introduces real textures early on: Soft but whole foods give babies experience with a range of textures from the 

start. This helps them learn how different foods feel and move in the mouth. Exposure to variety early can make food feel 

familiar and reduce hesitation around new foods later. 

4. Encourages family-style meals: BLW fits naturally into family life. With simple adjustments, babies can eat the 

same foods as everyone else. This means fewer separate meals and more shared time at the table. Babies learn by 

watching, and family meals become part of their daily rhythm. 
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5. Builds confidence for babies and parents: As babies handle food successfully, their confidence grows. Parents 

gain confidence too, watching their baby learn and adapt. Over time, mealtimes feel less stressful and more enjoyable, 

creating a positive foundation for feeding in the months and years ahead. 

How to Use This Book 
This book is meant to be used flexibly. There is no single “right” way to work through it, and you do not need to read it in 

order to get value from it. 

You can use this book to: 

• Find simple, baby-safe recipes that the whole family can enjoy 

• Build confidence in offering a wide variety of foods without relying on purees 

• Plan meals that work for busy days, batch cooking, or week-ahead prep 

• Reduce mealtime stress by keeping food choices realistic and practical 

The recipe section is organized by meal type, making it easy to flip to what you need in the moment, whether that is 

breakfast, a quick snack, or a family dinner. Each recipe focuses on soft textures, clear shapes for gripping, and flavors 

that introduce babies to real food without overwhelming them. 

Many recipes are flexible and seasonal. Ingredients can be swapped based on what is available, affordable, or already in 

your kitchen. Most dishes are also designed to make leftovers useful, so one cooking session can cover multiple meals. 

Throughout the book, you will find supportive tools such as checklists, meal planning templates, and answers to common 

questions from parents. These are included to help you feel prepared and supported, not restricted. 

Above all, this book encourages a calm, trusting approach to starting solids. Progress may look different from one baby 

to another, and that is expected. The goal is to create positive, pressure-free experiences around food that support both 

your baby’s growth and your family’s rhythm. 
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PART 1: All About Baby-led Weaning 
(BLW) 

 

What Is BLW? 
Baby-led weaning, often shortened to BLW, is an approach to starting solids where babies feed themselves from the 

beginning of their solids journey. Instead of being spoon-fed smooth purees as the main method, babies are offered soft, 

appropriately prepared foods they can pick up and bring to their mouth on their own. 

What matters most here is who is in control. In BLW, the adult decides what food is offered and how it is prepared 

safely. The baby decides whether to eat, how much, and how fast. That division of responsibility shapes everything 

else that follows. 

BLW is built around the idea that eating is a skill, not just an intake of food. Just like rolling, crawling, and walking, 

feeding skills develop through practice. When babies handle food themselves, they learn how to coordinate their hands, 

mouth, and jaw at the same time. They experience texture, temperature, shape, and resistance directly, which supports 

natural learning. 

This approach also keeps meals aligned with family life. Babies eat modified versions of regular foods, not separate “baby 

meals.” They sit at the table, observe others eating, and participate in shared mealtimes. Over time, eating becomes 

familiar rather than staged. 
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BLW does not mean hands-off parenting or ignoring safety. It means offering food thoughtfully, preparing it in a baby-

appropriate way, and allowing learning to happen through experience rather than spoon-feeding. 

Requirements for Starting Solids 
BLW is not tied to a specific birthday on the calendar. Readiness depends on development, not age alone. Most babies 

are ready sometime around six months, but the key factor is meeting physical milestones that make self-feeding safe and 

realistic. 

Before offering solid foods, a baby should be able to: 

• Sit upright with minimal support 

• Hold their head and neck steady 

• Bring objects to their mouth consistently 

• Stay seated and engaged during a meal 

These abilities support safe swallowing and coordination. A baby who cannot sit upright or control their head is not ready 

to manage food independently. 

Another requirement is interest. Babies who are ready often watch others eat closely, reach toward food, or open their 

mouth when food is nearby. Interest alone is not enough, but it usually appears alongside physical readiness. 

From a practical standpoint, the eating setup also matters. A stable high chair with good foot support helps babies stay 

balanced and focused. Feet resting on a surface support posture and reduce unnecessary movement while eating. 

Food preparation is another requirement. Foods must be cooked and cut in ways that allow babies to grip them and 

mash them with their gums. Hard, round, or slippery foods need adjustments to reduce risk. Preparation is not 

complicated, but it is intentional. 

BLW works best when adults are present, attentive, and seated with the baby during meals. Eating is not something to 

rush or multitask through. Supervision is part of readiness too. 

Recognizing Signs of Readiness for Solid Foods 
Readiness shows up as a pattern, not a single sign. I always look for several cues together before starting solids. 

Key signs include: 

• Sitting upright without slumping 

• Good head and neck control 

• Ability to grasp food and bring it to the mouth 

• Reduced tongue-thrust reflex (pushing food out automatically) 

• Curiosity about food during family meals 
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These signs usually appear around the same time. A baby who can sit but cannot bring food to their mouth is still 

developing. A baby who reaches for food but collapses in the chair needs more time. 

Readiness is also about stamina. Babies need to stay upright and engaged long enough to explore food. Very short 

attention spans or frequent collapsing are signs that waiting a little longer may be helpful. 

Teething is not a readiness requirement. Many babies start solids with no teeth at all. Gums are strong and capable 

of handling soft foods. 

It’s also normal for babies to eat very little at first. Early meals are about learning, not intake. Touching, squishing, licking, 

and dropping food are all part of the process. 

Readiness Sign What to Look For 

Sitting Upright with minimal support 

Head control Steady, no wobbling 

Hand skills Grabs and brings food to mouth 

Interest Watches others eat, reaches for food 

Mouth control Less automatic pushing food out 

Eating Safety: Choking vs. Gagging 
Understanding the difference between gagging and choking is one of the most important parts of starting solids with 

confidence. 

Gagging is normal and expected. It is a protective reflex that helps babies move food forward or out of the mouth. 

Gagging often looks dramatic. Babies may cough, sputter, make loud noises, or even push food back out with their tongue. 

Their face may turn red, and their eyes may water. These signs are unsettling, but they mean the airway is open and the 

body is responding as it should. 

Choking is different. Choking happens when food blocks the airway. A choking baby may be silent or unable to cough 

effectively. This is an emergency and requires immediate action. 

BLW often involves more visible gagging early on because babies are learning to manage texture themselves. That gag 

reflex sits farther forward in the mouth during infancy and gradually moves back with experience. Gagging is part of how 

that learning happens. To support safety: 

• Always offer soft, well-cooked foods 

• Avoid hard, round, or sticky foods unless modified 

• Seat babies upright, never reclined 

• Stay close and attentive during meals 

• Avoid distractions like screens while eating 

Calm adult behavior matters. When caregivers stay composed, babies are more likely to recover smoothly from a gag. 

Panicked reactions can increase stress and interfere with the reflex doing its job. 


