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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION TO ADOBE PHOTOSHOP ELEMENTS 

2026 
Adobe Photoshop Elements 2026 is a friendly and easy-to-use photo editing 

program made for people who love taking pictures but don’t want to deal with 
the complicated tools found in the full Photoshop software. It gives you the 

power to edit, organize, and share your photos without needing to be a 

professional designer. Think of it as a smaller, simpler version of Photoshop that 

focuses on helping everyday people bring their pictures to life. 

The 2026 version of Photoshop Elements comes with a fresh look, faster 

performance, and smarter tools that make editing easier than ever. Adobe has 

continued to improve this program each year, adding more artificial intelligence 

(AI) features that can automatically fix or enhance your photos with just a few 

clicks. Whether you want to brighten a dull picture, remove unwanted spots, 

replace a background, or turn a normal photo into something artistic, Photoshop 

Elements 2026 makes it simple. 

One of the best things about Photoshop Elements 2026 is how it balances power and simplicity. It doesn’t overwhelm you with too many options. Instead, it 
guides you step by step with tools that show you what to do, making it perfect 

for beginners and casual photo editors. The program includes three main editing 

modes: Quick, Guided, and Advanced. 

• Quick mode is for fast and simple edits like cropping, color correction, or 

sharpening. 

• Guided mode walks you through special effects or advanced techniques, 

like turning a photo into a painting or creating a double exposure effect. 

• Advanced mode gives you full control with layers, masks, and advanced 

brushes if you want to explore deeper editing. 

In this new version, Adobe has also improved how photos are organized. The 

Elements Organizer helps you find your pictures faster by using face 

recognition, tags, and smart search powered by Adobe Sensei (the company’s AI 

system). You can group photos by people, places, or events, and even make 

slideshows or collages directly from the organizer. 

Another exciting part of Photoshop Elements 2026 is the ability to automate 

boring tasks. For example, it can automatically colorize black-and-white photos, 
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enhance portraits by smoothing skin and brightening eyes, or replace a dull sky 

with a dramatic one, all without needing to know complicated editing steps. 

These AI-powered tools are made to save time and help you focus on creativity 

instead of technical details. 

Photoshop Elements 2026 is not just about editing; it’s also about sharing. You 
can easily save your work in different formats, post directly to social media, or 

print beautiful photo books, calendars, and cards. It also supports cloud 

integration, which means you can access your projects from different devices and 

keep them safely backed up online. 

Overall, Adobe Photoshop Elements 2026 is designed for anyone who wants to 

make their photos look amazing without the stress of learning professional software. Whether you’re a beginner learning to edit for the first time, a hobbyist 
who enjoys photography, or even someone who just wants to improve family 

pictures, this program gives you everything you need in one easy package. 

 

OVERVIEW OF NEW FEATURES IN THE 2026 RELEASE 
I. The Generative AI Revolution: New Creative Capabilities 

The most impactful and headline-grabbing additions to Photoshop Elements 

2026 center around the incorporation of sophisticated Generative AI, bringing 

capabilities previously exclusive to the subscription-based, professional 

Photoshop to the standalone Elements platform. 

A. Generative Image Creation (Text-to-Image) 
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• Feature Description: This is a completely new tool that allows users to 

create an image from scratch simply by typing a descriptive text prompt 

(a process known as "text-to-image"). This is ideal for generating 

conceptual backgrounds, unique textures, or fantastical elements to be 

used in composite images. 

• User Impact: It effectively transforms the user from a photo editor into a 

photo creator. A user no longer needs to hunt for the perfect stock photo; 

they can instantly generate a specific, custom visual element that 

perfectly matches their vision. 

 

To use this feature, follow the given steps: 

1. Select the Generate Image tool from the Toolbar.  

2. Type a prompt to describe the image that you want to generate. 

3. Tap on the Generate button to generate the image. 

4. Click on one of the four variations generated to preview and use. 

 

B. Generative Object Insertion (Insert Object) 

 

• Feature Description: Building on the generative image tool, the Insert 

Object feature allows a user to select an area of an existing photo (e.g., a 
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blank tabletop, a section of wall, or a patch of grass) and then use a text 

prompt to have a new, contextually-aware object rendered directly into 

that space. 

• User Impact: This is immensely powerful for photo compositing. For 

example, you can brush over a park bench and type "a glowing glass 

lantern" to have the AI seamlessly add it, complete with appropriate 

lighting and shadows, vastly simplifying the process of adding elements 

that blend realistically. 

To use this feature, follow the given steps: 

1. Select the Insert Object tool from the Toolbar.  

2. Use the Selection Brush to paint over your image where you want to 

insert an object. 

3. Type a prompt to describe the object you want to insert in the selected 

area. 

4. Click on the Generate button to generate & insert the object. 

5. Click on one of the four variations generated to preview and use. 

C. Generative Credits System 

• Critical Context: To manage the computational cost of these new text-to-

image and object insertion features, Adobe has introduced a 

complimentary Generative Credits system. While Photoshop Elements 

remains a one-time purchase, these advanced AI features will consume a 

set number of included credits that renew monthly. This is a significant 

business model nuance that users must understand. 

 

II. AI-Powered Repair and Cleanup Enhancements 

The focus of Photoshop Elements has always been on quick, impressive fixes. The 

2026 version leverages the latest AI models to turn previously time-consuming 

retouching tasks into near-instantaneous, one-click operations. 

A. AI-Powered Photo Restoration 
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• Feature Description: A brand-new one-click feature called Restore 

Photo utilizes AI to intelligently repair damage in scanned or old, printed 

photographs. It automatically detects and works to eliminate: 

o Scratches and creases. 

o Dust spots and blemishes. 

o General wear and tear. 

o Faded color correction (in some cases, depending on the model). 

• User Impact: This dramatically streamlines the process of digitizing 

family archives. Instead of using the Healing Brush or Clone Stamp Tool 

on every tiny imperfection, the AI does the heavy lifting, allowing the user 

to simply fine-tune the result. 

To use this feature, follow the given steps: 

1. Select Enhance > Restore Photo... 

2. Scratches, creases, wear, and tear automatically get removed from the 

photo. 

3. Use the sliders to further enhance the restored photo.  

4. Tool options like Zoom, Hand, Crop, and Remove are available in the 

toolbar to get the best output. 
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B. Enhanced AI Remove Tool (People Distraction Removal) 

 

• Feature Description: The existing Remove tool has been upgraded. It 

now uses improved, contextual AI to automatically detect and select 

people in the background of a photo, allowing for their immediate, 

seamless removal. 

• User Impact: This is a massive time-saver for candid, travel, or street 

photography, where unwanted "photobombers" are a frequent issue. The 

AI's improved contextual awareness helps fill the vacated space with 

realistic background textures, making the removal nearly invisible. 

To use this feature, follow the given steps: 

1. Open photo and select the Remove Tool. 

2. In the tool options panel, click Find people in the background. 

3. AI detects and highlights background figures. 

4. Use Add/Subtract for refinement. 

5. Click Done on the contextual toolbar to apply. 
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III. Workflow, Usability, and Integration Improvements 

Beyond the major AI features, the 2026 release includes numerous "quality-of-

life" updates that enhance the overall user experience, organization, and 

connectivity. 

A. Adobe Express Integration 

 

• Feature Description: The application now features tighter integration 

with Adobe Express, a separate, template-based design tool. This 

provides users with instant access to a vast library of free, professionally 

designed templates for: 

o Social media posts (e.g., Instagram Stories, Facebook covers). 

o Greeting cards and invitations. 

o Photo books and collages. 

• User Impact: It bridges the gap between editing a raw photo and 

presenting it creatively on social media or in print. Users can perfect their 

image in Elements and then immediately drop it into a stylish, pre-made 

Express layout. 

 

B. Simplified Photo Import and Organization 

• QR Code Scanning for Mobile Import: Users can now scan a QR code 

generated within the desktop application to instantly import photos 
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directly from their smartphone camera roll. This eliminates the need for 

cables, cloud syncing setup, or manual file transfers. 

• Cloud Service Quick Import: The Organizer has been enhanced to allow 

for quicker and more direct import and access to media stored on popular 

cloud services like Google Drive and OneDrive. 

• Organizer Enhancements: Small, but significant tweaks have been made 

to the Organizer, including easier access to full-screen viewing and zoom 

controls for faster photo review and culling. 

 

C. User Interface and Tool Enhancements 

• Rich Visual Tooltips: To cater to the beginner and intermediate users 

(the core audience of Elements), the application now features more 

dynamic and informative Visual Tooltips with built-in animations. These 

hints appear when hovering over a tool, explaining its function and 

guiding the user on its use, improving the self-learning curve. 

• Optimized Crop Tool: The crop handles and tools have been modernized 

and optimized for a more intuitive framing experience, which is a 

foundational editing task. 

• Contextual Taskbar: The toolbar now adapts dynamically based on the 

specific task the user is performing, presenting the most relevant options 

upfront and reducing on-screen clutter. 

• Built-in Spell Checker: For all text-based creations, such as photo 

captions, titles, or graphics, a spell checker has been integrated to ensure 

professional presentation. 

 

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS 
Before you install Photoshop Elements 2026, your computer needs to meet 

certain conditions so that the program can run smoothly. If your computer is too 

old or weak, the software may lag or crash, especially when working with big 

photos or advanced tools. 

For Windows users, your computer should have at least an Intel 8th Generation 

processor or a similar AMD processor that supports AVX2 and SSE4.2 

technology. You need Windows 11, 64-bit version (the newer, the better).  

The memory, or RAM, should be at least 8GB, but 16GB will make the program 

run faster and smoother, especially when editing large files. You also need at 
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least 9GB of free space on your hard drive to install the software. However, using 

an SSD (Solid State Drive) is highly recommended because it makes the program 

load and save faster. 

For the display, your screen should have a resolution of at least 1280 by 800 

pixels, but higher resolutions like 1920 by 1080 give a more comfortable and 

clearer view. A graphics card (GPU) with at least 1.5GB of memory that supports 

DirectX 12 is needed to handle AI-powered features. You’ll also need internet 
access to activate the program, download updates, and access online content. 

For Mac users, Photoshop Elements 2026 works on Apple Silicon chips (M1, M2, 

M3) and Intel 8th Generation processors or newer. The operating system must 

be macOS 14 (Sonoma) version 14.4 or newer, or macOS 15 (Sequoia) version 

15.5 or later. Just like Windows, you should have at least 8GB of RAM, though 

16GB will give you better performance.  You need 8GB or more free space on your disk, and it’s best to install the app on an SSD or Apple’s internal drive for speed. The display should be at least 1280 by 
800, but higher resolution screens will give clearer image previews. An internet 

connection is required for activation and online updates. 

In simple terms, if your computer is from the last few years and runs the latest 

Windows 11 or macOS version, you should have no problem using Photoshop 

Elements 2026. Just make sure you have enough memory, a good processor, and 

some free space. 

 

INSTALLATION GUIDE 
Before you begin, make sure your computer meets the requirements above. Close 

all other programs and ensure your internet connection is stable. If you have an 

older version of Elements, you can keep it or uninstall it before installing the new one. It’s also a good idea to back up your files, just in case something goes wrong. 

 

For Windows Users 
1. Download the Installer: If you bought the software online, you’ll receive 

a link or a file to download. If you bought a physical copy, it might come 

with a DVD or USB drive. 

2. Run as Administrator: Once downloaded, right-click on the installer file and choose “Run as administrator.” This ensures the program installs 
with full permission. 
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3. Follow the Setup Steps: The installation window will appear. Read and agree to the license terms, then choose where to install the software. It’s 
fine to leave it at the default location unless you want to install it 

elsewhere. 

4. Include Optional Features: During setup, you may see options to install 

extra templates, backgrounds, or the Elements Organizer. You can select 

them now or add them later. 

5. Finish and Restart: When the installation is complete, you might be 

asked to restart your computer. Restarting helps the program set up 

correctly. 

6. Activate the Program: Open Photoshop Elements 2026 for the first time. You’ll be asked to sign in with your Adobe ID (or create one if you don’t 
have it). Enter your product key or serial number to activate it. 

7. Install Updates: Go to the Help menu inside the app and click “Updates” 
to download the latest patches. This helps fix bugs and adds 

improvements. 

8. Adjust Your Settings: After installation, open the Preferences menu and 

choose your scratch disk (where temporary files are stored). If you have 

a graphics card, make sure hardware acceleration is turned on for better 

performance. 

 

For Mac Users 
1. Download the Installer: You’ll receive a link or a file in .dmg or .pkg 

format. Double-click it to start the process. 

2. Allow Installation if Blocked: macOS may warn you that the app is from an unidentified developer. Go to “System Settings,” then “Security & 

Privacy,” and click “Allow” to continue. 
3. Follow the Setup Instructions: Read and accept the license agreement. 

Choose the Applications folder as the installation location. 

4. Sign In and Activate: Once installed, open Photoshop Elements 2026. You’ll be asked to sign in with your Adobe ID and enter your serial 
number. 

5. Update the Program: After signing in, check for updates in the Help 

menu and install them to ensure the app runs at its best. 

6. Adjust Your Preferences: Open Preferences and set your memory use, scratch disk, and other options to match your system’s strengths. 
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7. Test the Program: Open an image and try a few edits to make sure 

everything works correctly. 

 

Troubleshooting Tips 
If installation fails or the program crashes during setup, restart your computer 

and try again. Make sure you have enough free space on your drive and that your internet is working properly. If you’re using Windows, right-click the installer and select “Run as administrator” again. If you’re using a Mac, make sure the 

installer is allowed in your security settings. 

Sometimes antivirus software or firewalls can block the installation, so 

temporarily turn them off and try again. If you still have trouble activating, check 

your internet connection or log in again using your Adobe ID. 

 

TOURING THE MAIN INTERFACE IN PHOTOSHOP ELEMENTS 

2026 When you first open Adobe Photoshop Elements 2026, you’ll notice that the 
program is designed to feel friendly and comfortable, even if you’ve never used 
an editing tool before. The layout is simple and well-organized, with everything 

placed in a way that helps you get started quickly. The 2026 version continues Adobe’s tradition of keeping things easy for beginners while still offering 
powerful tools for those who want to dig deeper. 

 

1. The Home Screen 

The Home Screen is the first thing you see when you open Photoshop Elements 

2026. Think of it as the main dashboard or the welcome page that helps you get 

to where you want to go. The layout is clean, bright, and easy to navigate. 
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At the top, you’ll see big buttons for Photo Editor, Video Editor, and Organizer. If 

you just want to edit pictures, you’ll click on Photo Editor. If you have Adobe Premiere Elements installed too, you’ll be able to switch over to edit videos. 
On the home page, Adobe also includes helpful panels that suggest what you might want to do next. For example, you’ll see options like Create a Slideshow, 

Make a Collage, or Enhance Your Photos. You can also find short tutorials, known 

as Auto Creations, that show examples of what you can do with your photos, like 

turning them into art, fixing lighting, or creating fun photo effects. In Photoshop Elements 2026, the home screen also gives you access to Adobe’s 
AI-powered tools, such as photo restoration, background replacement, or the 

new Generate Image feature. There’s also a section that shows your most recent 
projects, so you can quickly return to where you left off. At the bottom, you’ll find Settings and Help options, along with a link to your 

Adobe account. The home screen is like your personal command center; it’s the 
perfect starting point before diving into editing. 

 

2. Quick Mode Once you open a photo in the editor, you’ll notice there are three main editing 
modes at the top: Quick, Guided, and Advanced. 

 

Quick Mode is the simplest one. It’s designed for people who just want to fix 
their photos fast without worrying about technical details. The workspace is 

clean and uncluttered, showing your photo in the center and basic editing tools 

on the right-hand side. You’ll find sliders and buttons for simple tasks such as brightness, contrast, 

color, sharpness, and crop. Everything you need is clearly labeled. You can 
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make small changes like removing red-eye, straightening the photo, or fixing the 

exposure. 

There are also one-click Auto buttons that let the software decide the best 

settings for your picture. For example, clicking Auto Smart Fix will balance color 

and lighting instantly. You can adjust the result with sliders if you want more 

control. At the bottom, you’ll see different views: Before and After. This lets you compare 

your edited photo with the original to see the difference your changes made. 

Quick Mode is perfect for beginners or when you just need to touch up a picture 

before posting it online or printing it. It saves time and gives good results without 

confusion. 

 

3. Guided Mode 

The Guided Mode is like having a teacher beside you while you edit. This mode takes you step by step through fun and creative projects. It’s perfect if you’re still learning or want to try new effects but don’t know where to start. 

 When you open Guided Mode, you’ll see different categories of effects on the 
right side, such as Basic Edits, Color Adjustments, Special Effects, 

Photomerge, Fun Edits, and Advanced Edits. 


