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PREFACE

The year 1776 is one of the most important turning points in human history.
It was the year thirteen American colonies chose to break away from the
most powerful empire on Earth and declare themselves free. That decision
was not simply political; it was revolutionary. It transformed the meaning
of government, citizenship, and human rights.

Many people today recognize the Declaration of Independence as a famous
American document, but fewer understand how dangerous its creation
truly was. The Declaration was not written in comfort. It was drafted during
war, fear, uncertainty, and deep division. The men who signed it were not
merely politicians; they were individuals who placed their reputations, their
fortunes, and their lives on the line.

The Declaration of Independence was also more than a complaint against
King George lll. It was a bold statement about human rights. It claimed that
liberty was not granted by kings, parliaments, or governments, but was part
of the natural condition of humanity. In doing so, the Declaration
challenged centuries of tradition, monarchy, and imperial authority.

This book tells the story of the heroes of 1776, not only the well-known
figures such as Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, and
George Washington, but also the soldiers, printers, messengers, and
ordinary citizens who carried the revolutionary spirit into the streets, the
battlefields, and the halls of Congress.

This is a book about courage and consequence. It is about ideas that shook
the world. It is about a document that changed history and continues to
inspire people across nations and generations.

Understanding 1776 is not only about understanding the past. It is also
about understanding the foundations of freedom and the responsibility
that comes with it.
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