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Preface

OVER THE PAST TWO DECADES, I have dedicated my profes-
sional and academic journey to one mission: advancing maintenance
and reliability engineering in the age of digital transformation.

In my career as a professor, advisor, and author, I have been fortunate
to write several books that became Amazon Best Sellers in the fields
of maintenance, reliability, and industrial engineering—among them:

Machine Reliability and Condition Monitoring

AI in Maintenance and Reliability

Autonomous Car Maintenance

Industrial Applications of Infrared Thermography

Vibration Basics and Machine Reliability Simplified

The Complete FMEA Handbook

AI in Maintenance & Reliability

Machinery Oil Analysis & Condition Monitoring

Lean Maintenance

Ultrasound Analysis for Condition Monitoring

Maintenance Strategy Optimization
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These books have reached readers across industries—from oil and gas
to aviation, automotive, and energy—and have been used by engineers,
researchers, and students worldwide.

Yet, during my interactions with practitioners, one recurring gap always
stood out:

Most predictive maintenance (PdM) literature focused only on clas-
sical techniques such as vibration, thermal imaging, and oil analysis.
While these are powerful, they represent only part of the picture.

In practice, industries are increasingly relying on extended PdM
methodologies—from motor current signature analysis to wear de-
bris analysis, partial discharge monitoring, pressure and efficiency
analysis, and more. These techniques are rarely explained in detail, es-
pecially in connection with AI and Industry 4.0 technologies.

That is why I wrote this book:

AI for Predictive Maintenance in Industry 4.0 — Extended PdM
Methodologies.

Unlike traditional PdM guides, this book expands the scope to cover
classical, rare, and advanced techniques, showing how they can be in-
tegrated using artificial intelligence, data fusion, and digital twins. The
goal is to give readers a comprehensive, practical, and future-ready
framework for predictive maintenance in the era of Industry 4.0 and
beyond.

I believe this book will serve as both a reference manual for profes-
sionals and a strategic roadmap for organizations seeking to transform
maintenance from a cost center into a value-generating pillar of relia-
bility, safety, and sustainability.
Finally, to my readers—engineers, managers, students, and innovators—thank you
for your trust in my previous works. Your feedback, real-world challenges, and success

AI FOR PREDICTIVE MAINTENANCE IN INDUSTRY 4.0:
EXTENDED PDM METHODOLOGIES: FROM VIBRATION &

THERMAL TO MOTOR CURRENT, WEAR DEBRIS, 3



stories inspired this new journey. I hope this book becomes a valuable tool in your
hands, helping you unlock the full potential of predictive maintenance.

Dr. Mohammed Hamed Ahmed Soliman

Author & Lecturer of Industrial and Systems Engineering
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Chapter 1: Introduction to Predictive
Maintenance in Industry 4.0
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1.1 The Evolution of Maintenance
Strategies

MAINTENANCE HAS ALWAYS been central to industrial success.
The way organizations care for their equipment has evolved significant-
ly over the decades, following a clear maturity path:

1. Reactive Maintenance (Run-to-Failure):
Equipment is repaired only after it fails. This was the
dominant approach in early industrial operations but led to
costly downtime, safety risks, and unplanned losses.

2. Preventive Maintenance (Time-Based):
Scheduled inspections and part replacements are carried out
at fixed intervals, regardless of actual equipment condition.
While this reduces failures, it often results in unnecessary
costs and premature part replacement.

3. Condition-Based Maintenance (CBM):
Maintenance actions are triggered by monitored conditions
such as vibration, temperature, or oil quality. This approach
reduced unnecessary work but still relied heavily on
thresholds and human interpretation.

4. Predictive Maintenance (PdM):
By leveraging advanced sensors, data analytics, and machine
learning, PdM forecasts when equipment is likely to fail,
enabling proactive interventions only when needed.

5. Prescriptive Maintenance:
The newest paradigm, where AI not only predicts failures but
also recommends optimized actions, balancing cost, risk, and
production requirements.
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In this book, we focus primarily on Predictive Maintenance in the
context of Industry 4.0, where AI and digital technologies revolution-
ize the way industries maintain their assets.

AI FOR PREDICTIVE MAINTENANCE IN INDUSTRY 4.0:
EXTENDED PDM METHODOLOGIES: FROM VIBRATION &

THERMAL TO MOTOR CURRENT, WEAR DEBRIS, 7



1.2 Why Predictive Maintenance Matters

PREDICTIVE MAINTENANCE is more than just a cost-saving
tool; it is a strategic enabler in modern manufacturing and industrial
operations.

• Reduced Downtime: By anticipating failures before they
happen, plants avoid costly shutdowns.

• Cost Efficiency: Maintenance is performed only when
necessary, avoiding both excessive preventive work and
catastrophic failures.

• Extended Asset Life: Early detection of anomalies prevents
accelerated wear and secondary damage.

• Safety & Compliance: Detecting risks in advance helps
maintain a safe working environment and comply with
regulations.

• Sustainability: Optimized maintenance reduces waste,
energy consumption, and spare parts usage.

Studies show that PdM can reduce downtime by 30–50%, cut mainte-
nance costs by 20–30%, and increase equipment life by 20–40%. These
numbers highlight why PdM is a central theme in smart factories.
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1.3 Industry 4.0 as the Enabler

THE TERM Industry 4.0 refers to the Fourth Industrial Revolution,
characterized by digital technologies that make production systems
smarter, interconnected, and adaptive. PdM thrives in this environ-
ment thanks to:

• Industrial Internet of Things (IIoT): Sensors embedded in
machines continuously collect data on vibration,
temperature, current, pressure, and other variables.

• Cloud and Edge Computing: Large volumes of data can be
processed in real time, either close to the machine (edge) or
in centralized platforms (cloud).

• Artificial Intelligence & Machine Learning: Algorithms
learn patterns of normal and abnormal behavior, forecasting
failures before they happen.

• Cyber-Physical Systems & Digital Twins: Virtual models
of assets simulate behavior and predict how changes or
anomalies will evolve.

• 5G Connectivity: Ultra-fast, low-latency communication
enables real-time PdM across distributed assets.

Without Industry 4.0 technologies, PdM would remain limited to tra-
ditional monitoring. With them, PdM becomes AI-driven, automat-
ed, and scalable.
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1.4 The Scope of This Book

UNLIKE TRADITIONAL PdM guides that focus only on vibration,
oil, or thermal analysis, this book introduces a comprehensive and ex-
tended view of PdM methodologies.

We cover:

• Classical methods: Vibration, thermal, oil analysis, acoustic
monitoring, process data.

• Rare methods: Motor current signature analysis (MCSA),
wear debris analysis, partial discharge monitoring, electrical
signature analysis.

• Advanced methods: Pressure analysis, efficiency analysis,
hybrid data fusion.

Furthermore, we show how AI integrates with each methodolo-
gy—using machine learning, deep learning, and hybrid models—to en-
hance predictive accuracy.

The book also includes:

• Case studies from aviation, energy, automotive,
petrochemical, and heavy industries.

• Workflows and toolkits for data collection, model training,
deployment, and monitoring.

• KPIs and ROI frameworks to justify PdM initiatives.
• Future directions with digital twins and Industry 5.0.
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1.5 Roadmap of the Book

• Part I (Chapters 1–3): Foundations — PdM concepts, data,
and AI fundamentals.

• Part II (Chapters 4–8): Classical PdM methodologies.
• Part III (Chapters 9–14): Rare and advanced

methodologies.
• Part IV (Chapters 15–18): Integration, case studies,

deployment, and ROI.
• Part V (Chapters 19–20): Future directions with digital

twins, Industry 5.0, and sustainability.

BY THE END OF THIS book, you will not only understand PdM
theoretically, but also gain the practical tools to design, implement,
and scale PdM strategies within an Industry 4.0 environment.

11



Chapter 2: The Data Backbone of
Predictive Maintenance
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