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1 Max, Mix, and the Lost Bunnies

The sun shines brightly through the leaves of the big apple
tree. Max carefully walks along a thick branch toward Mix’s
little house. Max and Mix are two young gnomes. They are
best friends and live with their families in apple houses high
up in the tree. Today they don’t have school, so they can
play together all day long.

“*Good morning, Max!” Mix calls cheerfully.

“Good morning, Mix,” Max says. “Ready for a new
adventure?”

“I'm always ready,” says Mix excitedly.

Together they slide down a branch and run through the
grass to Lily's vegetable garden. Lily is a kind human girl who
lives in the big house with her mom, dad, and cat Luna. The
garden is full of delicious vegetables and fresh fruit.

“Shall we play hide-and-seek?” Max suggests.

“w

Yes,” says Mix right away. “You hide first, and I'll count.”



Mix turns around, covers his eyes with his hands, and counts
out loud. "Ten.. nine... eight...”

Max looks around to find a good hiding place. At the edge of
the garden, he sees an upside-down flowerpot. It is small,
but maybe just big enough. With all his strength, he lifts the
flowerpot a little and crawls underneath. It is a great hiding
spot!

“Zero! Here I come!” Mix calls.

He searches everywhere—by the cauliflower plants, under
the endive leaves, and behind a big watering can—but Max is
nowhere to be found.

“Hmm, where could Max be?” he mutters.

He walks a little farther toward the green meadow behind
Lily’s house. There, in the middle of the grass, he sees
something moving. Two bunnies! They are calmly nibbling on
the grass. Mix holds his breath. It is so exciting!

“Max needs to see this,” he thinks. Because he still can’t find
Max, he turns around and runs back to the vegetable garden.

“*Max! I give up!” he calls. “*Come out, please.”



“Here I am,” a hollow voice answers.

The sound comes from the flowerpot. Mix walks over and
looks behind it.

“Where are you?” he asks.

“I'm hiding under here,” Max says.

Together they lift the flowerpot, and Max crawls out.



*I couldn’t find you,” says Mix, “but I did find something
else: two bunnies! Come on!”

Hand in hand, they run to the meadow. The bunnies are still
there, eating grass. They are young and fluffy, with cute
ears and sweet little noses.

“Hello,” Max says sof tly.

The bunnies are startled for a moment, but they stay
curiously in place. Then the light-brown bunny with a cute
little tuft of fur says, “Hi.”

“I'm Max, and this is Mix,” Max says kindly.

*I'm Charlie,” says the bunny, “and this is my little sister,
Angel.”

Angel smiles shyly. She has light-brown fur with gray spots
and a cute, pointy nose.

“*Where are you from?” Mix asks curiously.

“From Lily’s backyard,” says Charlie. *“We dug a small tunnel
under the fence, but now we don’t know how to get back.”

“Oh dear,” Max says. “Shall we help you?”
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Together, they set off. They walk through the tall grass,
past beautiful flowers and fluttering butterflies.

“Hey, look!” Mix suddenly calls. “Green clovers.”

Then he sees something special.

“A four-leaf clover!” he cheers. “That brings good luck.”

He spots two more and eagerly runs over to pick them.
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Charlie sniffs another clover.

“*And it’s really tasty too,” he says as he munches on a leaf.
Max and Mix pick some extra clovers for the bunnies to take
home.

“There’s the fence!” Max calls. In the distance they see the
tall fence of Lily's backyard.

“Now we just have to find the tunnel,” Mix says.

They search along the fence—and there it is! Behind some
leaves, they spot a small tunnel in the ground.

“That’s it!” Charlie says happily.

He crawls in first. Max gives the picked clovers to Angel, and
she crawls into the tunnel too. On the other side of the
fence, they pop up again.

They turn around and call, *Thank you, Max and Mix. You are
true friends!”

“You're welcome,” Max and Mix say happily.

They wave until the bunnies disappear among the garden
flowers. Then they walk back to the apple tree.

“All that searching made me hungry,” Mix says.
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