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
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This international edition of The Ovenist was translated with 

the aid of digital translation tools. While great care has 

been taken to preserve the tone, tension, and intent of the 

original work, subtle imperfections in wording or phrasing 

may remain. The author and publisher therefore accept no 

liability for any inaccuracies or linguistic inconsistencies. 
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“Forgiveness is a gift you give yourself.” 
 

                                                                         Desmond Tutu 
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







nothing short of heroic. “I'll do that one day too,” I once told 




“You can do that when I'm no longer here,” she would say, 










“Whenever you are in Australia, please be my guest.”






and in the silences between our words, Joop said, “Why 







man.”




conviction. “I can't do without you,” she said. But when I 




Then she smiled and said, “Go on, son. But come back now 
and then.”











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






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





















Hanneke tried to stop him, but Joop was obsessed. “This is 
for what they did to us,” he hissed as he sharpened his 







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

“Enough,” she pleaded. But Joop had gone too far. He 



for days, but found only a note in the forge: “Fire will 
cleanse the guilty.” Her persistence was finally rewarded 




“For you,” he whispered. “For us.” Together they resolved to 




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













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













Amsterdammers remained stubborn optimists. “It'll all come 
right,” people often said, though increasin














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

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