
Introduction: Between the Ashes of War and the 
Shores of Safety. 

Not all stories are merely tales told for entertainment; 
some are written by destiny in the ink of tears and 
kneaded by patience with the sweat of struggle, standing 
as a living testament to human essence and nobility 
when besieged by calamity. 

This story is far more than a simple biography of a family 
displaced from their homeland. It is a deeply human epic 
that reveals the steadfast heroism of a resilient mother, 
“Lina”; a self-sacrificing father who did not hesitate to 
brave the horrors of the sea and the unknown to secure 
the lives of his beloved daughters; and dutiful daughters 
who transformed the rubble of hardship and exile into a 
resounding success worthy of the highest honor. 

From the fiery alleys of “Hama,” through the bitterness 
of refuge and the nightmarish shadows of fear and 
isolation, to the welcoming shores of the Netherlands... 
we recount a journey filled with trauma and parting. Yet, 
it is crowned with a rare fidelity that transcends the 
boundaries of divorce, and an enduring love that 
blossomed into an engineer, a nurse, and a student 
steadfastly forging her path toward a bright new dawn. 

It is a story that reminds us that no matter how long the 
darkness lasts, and no matter how deep the wounds of 
the soul may be, the boundless strength of a mother’s 



devotion and the nobility of human spirit are capable of 
creating life anew… 

 

Part One: Under the Shadows of the Orontes. 

In the heart of Hama—a city that slumbers to the rhythm 
of its ancient waterwheels and awakens to the fragrance 
of jasmine—“Lina” was born. Her family home bore 
witness to the warmth of a life overflowing with joy and 
laughter, a household where five sisters gathered like 
harmonies in a single melody, supported by two brothers 
who stood as an unyielding fortress and shield. 

Lina’s childhood was woven from threads of simple joy. 
She vividly recalled walking with small steps, hand in 
hand with her sisters, making their way toward the 
riverside “Umm Hassan Park.” There, where tranquility 
cascaded over the banks of the Orontes River, hearts 
bloomed like spring flowers. The lush greenery 
stretching along the river’s edge mirrored their youth, 
while the chirping of birds harmonized with the rustle of 
trees and the gentle whispers of water embracing the 
ancient stones. In that park, Lina and her sisters 
entrusted their most cherished secrets, leaving their 
laughter in the safe keeping of the land. 

Lina was no ordinary child; she was captivated by words 
and enchanted by letters. With every step she grew, her 
love for the Arabic language grew alongside her, and 



she dreamed of pouring this passion into the minds of 
young generations. She pursued her studies with 
diligence and enthusiasm until she successfully 
completed high school, crowning her dream by 
becoming a teacher of the Arabic language. She stood 
before her chalkboard not merely to teach grammar and 
rules, but to weave through language stories of beauty, 
hope, and a homeland that dwelt within her before she 
dwelt within it. 

Part Two: The Mentor of Generations and the Tidings 
of Destiny. 

Lina was not merely a woman living day to day; she was 
a beacon of devotion in her city. After completing her 
high school education and graduating with distinction to 
become an Arabic language teacher, the corridors of 
Hama’s schools stood as witness to her passion and 
dedication. Every morning, she would enter her 
classrooms with a smile that brightened the faces of her 
students, holding a language textbook in her hand and a 
noble mission in her heart: to build young minds and 
foster within her students a profound love for their 
homeland and language. 

The years passed peacefully as she enjoyed stability 
among her loving family and her school, which bestowed 
a sublime meaning upon her life. With her intelligence, 
dignity, and beauty of spirit, Lina was the center of 



attention and earned the praise of everyone who knew 
her, near or far. 

During that golden period of her youth—when her life 
flowed with the same tranquility and grace as the 
Orontes River—the first tidings of a new chapter began 
to emerge on the horizon. It was a phase that would alter 
the course of her life and map out a new path, as a 
suitor came to her doorstep who would complete life’s 
journey alongside her and share both her days of joy 
and times of hardship. 

Part Three: A Glance That Condensed a Lifetime 

On a day unlike any other, as Lina went about her 
routine, destiny led her to an ophthalmology clinic. 
There, amid the quiet hum of waiting, occurred the very 
moment that would alter the course of her life forever. 

On the other side of the room sat her future life partner, 
awaiting his turn, before the nurse’s clear voice echoed 
through the room: “Lina...” 

The moment he heard her name, its tone resonated in 
his ears like a warm musical melody. He raised his eyes, 
and his gaze met hers. It was no passing glance, but a 
magical moment where movement stilled and time itself 
stood frozen. Her kohl-rimmed eyes captivated him with 
their deep charm, brimming with intelligence and 
modesty all at once. In that instant, he felt as though his 
heart had recognized her before his mind ever did, 



knowing that this was precisely the woman he had been 
waiting for all his life. 

He could not let that moment slip away in vain. His 
admiration was immediate and deep, blended with 
profound respect for her character and dignity. Guided 
by nobility and chivalry to approach matters through the 
most direct and honorable path, he waited with 
eagerness and courage for the opportunity to speak with 
her before she left the clinic. 

With steps fueled by hopeful love, he approached her 
with utmost politeness and a sincere tone filled with 
hope, expressing the admiration he could not conceal 
and stating his genuine and earnest desire to meet her 
esteemed family to ask for her hand. Lina sensed the 
sincerity and nobility in his words, seeing in him a man 
worthy of opening the door to both her heart and her 
home. 

Indeed, Lina did not hesitate to introduce him to her 
mother—a woman bearing the wisdom of years and the 
warmth of family. The initial meeting overflowed with 
respect and warmth, as his genuine emotions and sound 
judgment earned the mother’s trust and captured the 
respect of the entire family. From that moment, the most 
beautiful pages of their love story began to unfold, 
marking the start of the warmest and most passionate 
chapter in Lina’s life. 


