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

The sun had just risen and cast its dazzling light upon the ISS. Solar panels glittered in the light, reflecting it into the space station, where a man was sleeping in a sleeping bag

      

     
 

 
get his orientation. “Four Months up here, and I’still not used to the weightlessness…”, Alex 

       

   
shake. “Good morning, Leon! Time to get up!” But Leon didn’t stir and carried on sleeping without 

       
 
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his “bed”, opened a zipper, and reached into a pocket. 
        

      
      
the object reflected the light precisely onto Leon’s 
  and woke up, squinting with his eyes. “Is it already morning again?”, he muttered, holding both hands 
 to his face and cursing, “This bloody light!”. A smile crossed Alex’s face, but he took pity on him and 

   
colleague. “Can’t the night last a bit longer?” “It can’t and you know that. Come on now, we’ve got to go for breakfast. Mira will be ready ages ago, the way you’re dawdling about.” Indeed, Leon hadn’t got used to the 
        
        
       position. “Shall we?”, Leon asked his colleague still a 
       

          

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
 
        
       
       
ed over to a cupboard and asked Alex: “What do you want to eat, Alex?” He replied: “Cornflakes, of 
 – you know that!” “Better to be safe than sorry.”, Leon simply murmured and reached for two 
       
       
let it melt on their tongues. “It still doesn’t look very appetising, but at least it tastes alright.”, commented 
      


       
       
        
      
        

journey to space. “Good morning, everyone!”, Mira 
lled out cheerfully, “What’s on the agenda today?” “Morning Mira”, Alex said, having finished eating and 
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          
before finally replying: “We have to continue with yesterday’s exterior work. And connect this new 
board computer and test it.” Mi
asked: “So, how was your breakfast in solitude today?” The woman turned to her neighbour in 



      today was different. “Oh, you know, I treated myself 
couldn’t get out of bed.”, she replied. Mira 
day to repair a small hydrogen leak. It wasn’t 

      

       
 
        
    
     
       
       
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
  


the work outside. Today it was Leon and Alex’s turn, 

       
        
    
“You’re lucky to stay inside after yesterday.” “Don’t worry, your mission won’t even take two hours.”, 







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        
      
        uncomfortable spacesuits. “That spacewalk really didn’t take that long”, remarked Alex. Leon, who was 
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struggling, agreed. “Actually, Mira did all the work.” 

 
        

 
  
       

      slipping out of the suits. “I’m ready for the bed already again…”, said Leon as Mira appeared. She held two packets of food to them. “Forget it, we’re 
After that you can do whatever, you like.”, the 
the food and gulped down their snack. “Ugh, what on earth is this?”, Alex asked suddenly, pulling a disgusted face. “Carrot purée, you better get used to it, unfortunately we’ve run out of that delicious 
protein purée.” “Not that too”, groaned Leon, “Hopefully it can’t get any worse!”. Mira, just for fun, predicted: “Don’t say that, or something even worse will happen in the end!”.

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

       
      


          
   “<<ERROR><CHANGE_IN_MOONS_ORBIT_ DETECTED>>” was displayed in red letters on the 

      
causing them problems. “Everything is calibrated correctly!”, said Leon desperately, he was now at the 
screen. Alex sighed: “The programme is designed to 

    causing the problems.” Mira, suddenly struck by an idea, asked: “And what if it is really the moon?” Her colleagues stared at her in disbelief. “Don’t be silly! The moon doesn’t change its orbit just like that!”, 
      
      giving it some thought: “Perhaps this change ishappening so gradually that the old systems didn’t 
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pick it up?” That seemed plausible, even to Leon. The 


        


  


      


        
       



      






       
    

  
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Shortly after two o’clock, the crew finally caught 


    

       
  
       

       “goodnight”, they went to bed. The following day, the 

 


     
        
      


     







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         

      
  
      
awing closer at an alarming rate. “We don’t know 

        

  
d’ve discovered that and seen it a long, long time ago!”. The director of the ESA explained, “It must be something else…” “Are there any other theories?”, Mira asked, “How about Aliens?” “There’s 



        something. For now, all we can do is wait and see.”  


     
       


       

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agreed immediately, but Alex wasn’t quite sure. The 

         whom he didn’t want to leave for another year. After 
 

     
      

        
      
       




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