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‘The LORD of the Heavenly Hosts says: Sword! Awake against My 
Shepherd, the man Who is My colleague! Strike him, scatter the 
sheep! But My hand will lift up the humbled again’ (Zechariah 13.7).



Traces from the 7th century 
John of Damascus 
Little Revelation of John 
Al Waqidi 
Ibn Hisham 
Thomas the Presbyter 
Umar's Assurance 
Quran 1  Al Fatiha 
Quran 2  Al Baqara 
Quran 3  Ali Imran 
Quran 4  An Nisa 
Quran 5  Al Maidah 
Earliest Quran manuscripts 
Mecca or Petra 
Hadith 
The Muhammad of the Hadith 
Historicity 
The Historical Muhammad 
restored Timeline 
Tafsir 
Islamophobia 
Perfect preservation 
No god but God



Traditionally, the story of the origin of Islam goes roughly as 
follows. In 570 AD, Muhammad was born. In 610, he received his 
first Quranic revelation. In 621, he flew on a horse to Jerusalem 
(the Miraj) where he learned the five daily prayers. In 622, he 
moved from Mecca to Medina (the Hijra). In 630, he conquered 
Mecca, only to die in 632.

Abu Bakr gets to be The caliph (governor, ‘successor’). After 
two years, Umar takes over. He gets killed ten years later. In 
644, Uthman begins his twelve-year rule. Uthman decides which 
of the traditions about Muhammad should be kept or burned. 
In 652, the Quran is compiled and written down. When Uthman is 
killed in 656, Ali succeeds him as the last of Muhammad’s caliphs, 
for five years.



But.. all of this information comes from long after Muhammad’s 
time. The first biography (sira) of Muhammad was only compiled 
around 760 AD by Ibn Ishaq. Until then, there was only oral 
tradition, which constantly changed. But even Ibn Ishaq’s book 
no longer exists. The oldest Muhammad biography is by Ibn His-
ham, from around 830 AD, 200 years later. He picked from Ibn 
Ishaq’s work and added bits from the traditions as he saw fit.

From the same period is the sira of Al Waqidi. But that only con-
tains Muhammad’s wars. The Quran itself is the collection of 
Mohammed’s sayings, not to be confused with the Hadith - tra-
ditions about his sayings. The first Hadiths are from 860 AD, by 
Al Bukhari. He throws away from Ibn Hisham and adds whatever 
he wants. By reducing 600,000 sayings of Muhammad to 7,397, 
he destroys 99% of the Quran. Made up, he judges. As a result, 
the Quran is from long after Muhammad. That takes away all re-
liability of the information about Muhammad and the Quran. And 
so: is there no more authentic information available?



In 661 AD, Muawiya becomes the first caliph from the Umayyad 
family. On one of his coins it says ‘Muhammad’. But on the re-
verse side there are images and crosses. There exists an Arabic 
inscription in Greek letters of Muawiya that begins with a cross. 
So Muawiya is Christian. And the inscription ‘Muhammad’? Actual-
ly it says: ‘MCHMD’, Machmad. An inscription from Arabia a cen-
tury earlier already says: ‘God the Machmad’. So Machmad is a 
title for God and Muawiya uses it for Jesus. On his silver coin, 
it’s the same: ‘God the king’. After his coronation in Jerusalem, 
Muawiya keeps his seat in Damascus - not the honor of Mach-
mad’s throne, Golgotha, Jerusalem (Maronite chronicle, 664 
AD). Mecca is not in the picture.

Coin of Muawiya, 
663 AD.

It’s not like there aren’t any Arab traces in the 7th century. 
As early as the 670s, Arabs were besieging Constantinople, the 
center of the Christian world. Without any mention of Muham-
mad or the Quran.

 Traces from the 7th century



When tensions flare up again between Constantinople and Ara-
bia, the first Islamic traces appear, under the Umayyad Abd al-
Malik who becomes governor in Damascus in 685 AD. His coins 
reveal something about his development. In 692, the crosses on 
the imperial rods on the coins disappear. Then Greek. Finally, all 
images. As a statement of his new faith, Abd al-Malik builds the 
Dome of the Rock in the heart of Jerusalem. Only the building 
inscription is still original. It says it all: ‘Do not say Three for 
God is One and He has no son: there is no god but God and the 
Machmad is His messenger’ (the so-called Shahada). Machmad is 
still clearly Jesus, ‘praised’, ‘desired’, as God testifies in Mat-
thew 3:17. But Jesus is no longer God. Only a prophet.

At the time, there was criticism in the Church on the doctrine 
of the Trinity (three gods) and the worship of images. Among 
Jewish Christians in the Middle East, there had always been a 
strong group that stuck to Moses’ law and monotheism. Ju-
daizing Christianity saw Jesus as the Messiah and a prophet, but 
not as God. To Constantinople’s fury, Abdal Malik chose this 
path.. And a bit more. Muhammad isn’t in the picture yet, but if even 
the Christian crosses disappear, he’s not far off.


