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




 


 

 


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













Prologue


Tomás and Leonor’s House, Braga





“The cups are still in the same place.”

“I know.”
“Then what are you looking for?”



“Coffee.”
“In there?”

“I get it.”



       





“Did you sleep?”
“A little.”
“How much is a little?”
“Enough.”




          


“Is that a new unit of measurement?”
“What?”
“Enough.”









“I have a difficult morning ahead.”
“You have plenty of those.”
“This one is worse.”






“Is your meeting at eight thirty?”
“Yes.”
“With whom?”
“The board. Part of the board.”
“That sounds healthy.”



“Henrique wants to talk about the offer again.”
“And you want to talk about not selling again.”
“There isn’t much more to say.”

“That’s never stopped you.”

“It’s too hot.”
“It just came out of the machine.”
“I know.”
“You’re getting a lot of use out of that phrase today.”





“Aren’t you going to check it?”
“Later.”



“Did something happen?”
“At the company?”
“I didn’t specify.”

“No.”












“All right.”




“Is there anything for tonight?”
“There is.”
“Are you having dinner here?”

“Are you asking if I’m having dinner in my own house?”
“I’m asking if we’re having dinner.”
“That’s different.”
“That’s why I corrected myself.”





“I might be late.”
“That’s not exactly new, either.”
“Late, but not too late.”
“That’s still not a time.”

“Eight thirty?”

“You just made dinner plans with me using the s

to estimate how long a meeting will take.”
“It works.”
“Sometimes.”


“Let me.”
“What?”

“Your arm.”
“I can fasten a button.”
“It doesn’t look like it.”












“You need to throw this out.”
“It’s fine.”
“The sleeve is coming apart.”
“The button hasn’t fallen off yet.”
“High standards.”






“Tomás.”
“Hm?”








“Problems?”
“Work.”
“I gathered that.”

“I have to go.”




“They’re in the entryway,” she said.

“I knew that.”
“Of course.”

“Leonor.”


“What?”
“Nothing.”
“You called my name.”
“I was going to ask if you need the car tomorrow.”








“Tomorrow?”
“For the weekend.”

“I might.”
“All right.”










“Is that yours?” he asked.
“It is.”


“All right.”



“I forgot my coffee.”




“Still hot,” Leonor said.
“I can confirm that.”


“See you later.”
“See you later.”


























In the kitchen, Tomás’s cup remained in the sink.








Chapter 1




–










        
her. The cars’ blue lights flashed across the factory’s old stone, reflected 


“Chief Inspector Afonso Lacerda. This is Inspector Carolina Reis.”



“I didn’t touch him.”
“All right.”
“I called out. First I called his name. I thought he had fallen.”
 


“Did you cometo deliver this?”

“He asked for it yesterday. Said he needed it before seven. There’s a 

meeting at eight thirty. There was. I don’t know.”
“What time did you arrive?”
“Six fifty


didn’t see anyone.”

      





“And the door to the room?” Afonso asked.








Teresa raised her right hand. A red light from the firefighters’


“I held my card to the reader. The light turned green. The door recog-
nized me.”

“Was it locked?”
“Yes. I opened it and said good morning. I saw the fallen chair. Then I 

saw his shoes.”



“How far did you go in?”
“As far as the table. Maybe. I don’t know where I stopped. The folder 


folder and took it with me.”

           













“Who went in after Teresa?” Afonso asked.
“The guard. Two firefighters, the medical team, 

names and times. She stayed in the hall until they took her downstairs.”
“Photographs before anything was moved?”
“The GNR took some. The medical team moved the chair to reach the 

body. Nothing else, according to them.”







        












within Afonso’s line of sight.







“It’s their product,” Carolina said.






“One shot?”
“Looks that way. They didn’t see any other wound during the initial 

examination.”


per, an uncapped pen, and the victim’s phone turned face 







“Did you hear a shot?” Afonso asked.
“No. The walls are thick here. And there’s the ventilation machinery. I 

thought Mr. Valente had left without going past me.”
“Did you see him come in?”
“I did. It must have been a little after ten. He said hello. He was alone.”



        


“Where did this come from?” he asked.
“The accesscontrol system. The technical team is still on its way.”
“Between the two?”

“No one else appears.”
















“Mr. Valente could get in everywhere. So could I, almost everywhere. 
course. The technical leads. It depends on the day.”

“I want the complete list.”
        

       



“Just this.”
“Is that the list of everyone who could get in?” Afonso asked.
“No. It’s everyone who did.”
Teresa’s arrival, there 











Chapter 2







“Don’t step there.”




  







“What’s the mark?”
“A fragment.”
Mafalda tilted Tomás’s face, examined his neck, and called the pho-




rigid board. She had marked the objects’ original positions 



“He was here. The chair fell backward and a little to the right. If he was 
sitting, he stood up or started to.”

“Or it was pulled.”


“One shot. Entry wound to the chest. Close range.”
“How close?”
“Close. There’s residue on the shirt and skin. I’ll be more precise aft

the examination.”
“Did he die right away?”
“Quickly, most likely.”
She put on the new gloves and examined Tomás’s hands. Afonso stud-










    



“A struggle?” he asked.
“I don’t see any defensive injuries. The clothing is torn only where the 

medical team worked. He may have been taken by surprise.”





“Does this open?”

“No. It’s a fixed panel. They checked from outside.”

















“Did you find a cabinet?”
“Not yet.”



“Technical door,” she said. “That’s what maintenance called it.”







“Photograph this.”


“How long has it been closed?”








“The maintenance man says years. They used it while work on the 

side.”

“And the tag?”
“Inspected eight months ago.”



“It doesn’t span the seam. We’ll open it once everything has been doc-

umented.”









“If someone had been standing in front of him,” Carolina said, posi-
tioning herself on the other side of the table, “he would have seen them 
come in through the main door.”

g chair, not the victim’s.
“He knew them.”
“Maybe.”
“He didn’t protect himself.”

“Or he didn’t have time.”





“Gabriel Seabra?” Carolina asked.
“Yes. Security. Cybersecurity. They told me to come immediately.”





“I need to see the system before they start shutting things down.”
“No one is going to shut anything down for now,” Afonsosaid. “We 

were told the log shows no anomalies.”

“Who said that?”
“One of your colleagues.”
“I don’t know what query they ran. That screen isn’t enough.”









“Then check.”
“I 

station.”
“Gabriel,” Carolina interrupted. “Could someone have come in here 

without showing up?”

“From what I’ve seen, Tomás is the last person r

Beyond that, I don’t know yet.”
“I want a copy,” Afonso said.
“I can export it.”
“That’s not enough.”

“Two copies,” she said. “One with you, one with us. No one works on 

it alone until we’ve preserved the data.”
“I don’t alter logs.”
“No one said you did.”
“You’re asking as if the answer’s already... All right. I’ll set up access.”





“Was he here last night?” he asked.
“You’ll help us establish the times,” Afonso replied.





          





 



“This isn’t an exit,” Afonso said.
“Not here,” Carolina replied.


    









       

where the forensic team’s light died a few meters ahead.

“Afonso.”



“How far does it go?”





   












Chapter 3





















       
against the fixed glass and broke up Tomás’s 





and linked that night to some of the company’s own services.

    



“Still here?”



“I was going to ask you the same thing.”
“I left my phone. I think I 

ringing in here.”

“Don’t do that.”
“You look like a bat.”












“Was that you?” Tomás asked.
“I called again. It was faster.”
           


“It’s eleven twenty.”
“I know.”
“Are you coming in tomorrow?”
“For a bit.”

“You’re in CONTINUITY?”
“I’m testing something.”
“In production?”
“No.”

“That’s production.”
“It’s a live service. That’s not the same thing.”
“It is if you’re on the receiving end.”

“Look at this.”

“What did you ask for here?”
“To display them by date.”
“Then why is this one moving up?”
“I don’t know.”
“Have you touched this since Tuesday?”
“No.”
       


“There’s something here I’m not seeing.”
“Neither am I.”
“Then why are you pleased?”



“I want to see if something I leave unfinished keeps 


“I closed the session and came back an hour later. The task was still 

running.”









“And who authorized this to touch live services?”
“I did.”
“On your own?”
“It was an internal test.”
“That made changes to scheduling and customer support.”
“For two hours on a Friday night.”
“Two hours is enough if you’re on the receiving end.”
Tomás leaned back. One of the chair’s wheels struck a  


“It’s temporary.”
“Until when?”
“Until I figure out whether it works.”
  


“At least bring Gabriel up to speed.”
“Tomorrow.”
“Today.”
“It’s eleven twenty.”
“Exactly.”



“If you need me, call. But don’t make any more connections.”
“Go home, Inês.”
“I’m going.”


























Chapter 4


Leonor’s House
Tomás and Leonor’s House, Braga






   



“They told me you were coming tomorrow.”
“If you’d prefer, we can come back,” Afonso said.



“There’ll be more people here tomorrow. Today I can still talk.”




 


           



“Would you like coffee?”
“No, thank you.”
“I’m going to make one.”


    






“I wasn’t home yet when he texted. I got back around seven thirty.”
“I stayed home,” she added.
  














“Are you going to leave that there?”

“Ask what you have to ask.”
  


“It was yesterday, the tenth.”
“Yesterday was the ninth. Today is the tenth.”

“You’re right.”

          





 






“Can we see?”

“Why?”
“I want to understand how the two of you lived.”
“What is that supposed to mean?”
“What I said.”

“All right.”
Tomás’s room opened onto a small courtyard at the back. It had a wide 

   




         



      
          








lamps chosen to look alike, and a stack of books on Leonor’s side. On the 



eiling followed the slope of the roof. Leonor’s 

          





the dry cleaner’s tag still attached to its sleeve.




“Were you going away?” Afonso asked.
“I was going away for the weekend.”
“Where?”
“It hadn’t been decided yet.”

“You packed a suitcase without deciding where you were going?”
“I don’t need to know the hotel to choose two shirts.”
“Were you going alone?”

“Does that matter?”
“It might.”
“When it does, I’ll answer.”









“And today?”
“Today the man I lived with for eight years died. I didn’t go anywhere.”







“Tired. Of the life we had.”

“Were there other people?”









“I heard the question.”
“Tomás’s. Or yours.”
“I’mnot going to answer.”



“We can continue tomorrow,” Afonso said.
“Tomorrow there’ll be a version of me everywhere. Today I’m still 

.”
“We don’t have to continue now.”

“Tomás canceled dinner at seven seventeen. I got home at seven thirty


  night. I didn’t go out. I 
didn’t see him again. That’s it.”

“And the suitcase?” Carolina asked.
“It was already half packed.”
“Since when?”
“Since yesterday morning. That’s enough now.”
   

            



“Inspector.”

“Don’t turn a suitcase into an answer. I don’t even know what the 

tion is yet.”

         















Chapter 5












“No one from outside decides this today.”










“Call him back.”
“No.”
“That was the company’s lawyer.”
“I heard.”





“Can we do this without shouting?”
“We can freeze everything,” Rui said. “Then we can lower our voices.”




 


   



“What do you want frozen?” Afonso asked.

“Everything connected to Tomás,” Rui said.








“Nothing that affects operations,” Henrique said.
“The bank accounts can’t stop,” Miguel said.

“One at a time.”

“The company has cli


sary. VETRA continues.”

“Continues how?” Rui asked. “The man who approved half the deci-
sions is dead.”

“He didn’t approve half.”
“You’re right. He blocked half.”
“Rui,” Miguel said.
“What? It’s Saturday. On Monday people come in here and do what? 

Pretend this is an outage?”

“On Monday, the company opens. We issue an internal announcement 

ain clients tomorrow, and ensure continuity. That’s 
what a board does.”

“The board doesn’t even know what happened to his systems.”
“The police are dealing with that.”
“The police are dealing with the death. I’m talking about the company.”
“What does freezing everything mean?” Afonso asked.
“No one changes any code, releases any new versions, deletes any-

thing, or accesses Tomás’s environments.”
“And billing?” Miguel asked.
“It waits until Monday.”
“Billing, payroll, suppliers, authorized payments. All 

Monday?”
“Two days won’t kill the company.”
“If you suspend treasury access without arranging replacements, Mon-

day starts with rejected payments. Some accounts have to remain active.”
“Of course. For you, it’s the accounts.”

“I’m the CFO. Yes, it’s the accounts.”
“Was there something you were in a hurry to pay?”
“I’m in a hurry to make sure we don’t miss payroll for two hundred 

seven people.”
“Two hundred thirtysix,” Henrique said. “The Madrid cont

ended.”









“It ended yesterday. Payroll had already been finalized.”

“No one touches the machines or data being preserved without author-

”
“Then they can remain active,” Henrique said.
“That’s not what she said,” Rui replied.
“It was enough.”

“Who can authorize payments today?”

“I can, within the usual limits. Above 

quired mine and Tomás’s.”
“Were?” Henrique asked.
“Are. The signing authority doesn’t disappear from the system because 

he died. It has to be reported and replaced.”
“Then report it.”
“To the bank. Then someone has to be appointed to sign.”

“We’ve already started.”
“Started what?” Henrique asked.
“Distributing the keys.”
“We’re ensuring the company’s continuity.”
“You’ve said that three times already.”
“Because you still haven’t understood.”

“Inspector, do the police want the company running or shut down?”
“I don’t want anyone damaging what we need to examine.”
“Does that mean running or shut down?”
“It means what I said.”

“The technicians complicate everything. Now the police do too. The 

servers that have been seized stay seized. The others keep running.”
“The hard part is knowing which ones those are,” Rui said.
“We draw up a list.”

“That isn’t getting resolved today.”
“What gets settled today is the announcement,” Henrique said. “With-


to failures by the company.”








“A man died inside this company,” Rui sa
“I know where he died.”
“You seem to be worried only about Monday.”
“I’m worried about both things. One of them I can still do something 

about.”





He pressed the cup’s wrapping, and it gave under his finger.
“Who’s going to be in charge?”

“The board provides governance.”
“Who, specifically?”
“I chair the board.”
“You don’t run the technology,” Rui said.
“And you don’t run the company.”
“I founded it.”
“With Tomás.”
“Before you even knew what it was.”

“Day       

resolution. And then there’s Tomás’s ownership stake, which won’t be re-
solved in this room or today.”

“But without him, who has the votes?” Afonso asked.

“The shareholders retain their existing voting rights.”
“He wants to know who can approve a decision,” Rui said.
“I understood.”
“It doesn’t seem like it.”

“It depends on the decision. Day

he shareholders. There’s no single answer.”
“And for a sale?” Carolina asked.


“There it is.”
“What?” Afonso asked.
“The rush.”
“There’s no rush,” Henrique said.








“You had an offer on the table, and now    
dead.”


“Don’t do that.”
“Tell the police there was an offer?”

“It was a preliminary approach.”
“It had a price,” Rui said.
“Everything has an indicative price before negotiations begin.”
“And it had a deadline.”
“Who made the offer?” Afonso asked.

“Duarte Neves.”
“Who is he?”
“Businessman. Tech investor,” Henrique replied. “He made an acq

sition offer. Tomás rejected it.”
“To acquire what?”
“VETRA,” Rui said. “Control, product, contracts. Everything that mat-

ters.”
“Those weren’t the terms,” Henrique said.
“They were. They just had more expensive words around them.”

“How much?”
“I won’t discuss figures without the lawyer.”
“A minute ago you wanted to call him back,” Rui said.
“I still do.”
“Was it a good offer?” Afonso asked.

“It was serious.”
“For whom?”
“For the shareholders.”
“Tomás was the controlling shareholder,” Miguel said. “Without his 

stake, there was no deal.”
“And now?”

“His stake hasn’t disappeared. There are family, representation, and 

transfer issues to deal with. It won’t happen today.”
“But it can happen,” Rui said.
“With time, yes.”
“Don’t start.”









“That’s why we need the lawyer.”



“There. Call him. Ask him who’s in     

founder turns up dead less than two hours before a meeting.”

“That meeting had nothing to do with the offer.”
“I didn’t say it did.”
“You made it sound as if it did.”
“And you were quick to correct me.”
      




“Who knew about the rejection?” Afonso asked.
“The board,” Henrique said.
“Some people in management,” Miguel added.
“And Duarte,” Rui said. “Presumably.”
“Did he speak with Tomás after that?”
“I don’t know,” Henrique replied.

“Duarte doesn’t usually give up the first time.”
“Do you know him?”
“I know the type.”
“Do you know him?”

“I met him twice. Tomás handled the negotiation.”

“We need to decide on the payments before six.”
“We need to decide who speaks for the systems,” Rui said.
“I speak for the board,” Henrique said.
“Then speak. Say VETRA opens on Monday, that no one knows who’s 

in charge, and that the buyer is still waiting.”

“Duarte’s offer was dueto expire on Monday.”

“Maybe not anymore.”








Chapter 6













     



“Breakfast until ten thirty.”
“Okay.”










            

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