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WORK WON’T KILL YOU
IT’S TRYING
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WORK WON’T

IT’S TRYING
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




















I DON’T KNOW WHERE IT IS, ASK YOUR MUM
OH, FOR GOD’S SAKE!
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WORK WON’T KILL YOU, BUT IT’S TRYING!








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

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
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



Thank you for continuing to give it your all. After all, it’s thanks 


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
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














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














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







Kaizen: Today, We’re 1% Better Than Yesterday



















Your Job Title Won’t Fit 
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


much time working and far too little time actually living. It’s 




          

        
    

       work. Within these pages, you’ll encounter managers who 
         

       
      


doesn’t solve the problems, but it allows us to see them without 











            
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         
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
You may find yourself laughing at other people. Ideally, you’ll 



          



   








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







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

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
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
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





















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











It’s a question I find myself asking quite often, particularly 
  that life, as it turns out, isn’t quite what I was promised.



             
re along the way, there’s a mortgage to pay every 



Work is a curious activity. It’s the only thing we need a 


 





       













—
It’s a staggering gap in the historical record. Some civilisations built pyramids to bury their dead, yet we don’t 

        



 

—
—        

—
—I see. And where do you see yourself in five years’ time?
—
         


         
     


That’s how civilisation

        




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    



The company doesn’t just want your time, your skills and 

       



    


We call it commitment. In practice, it’s an emotional 

And there’s an entire industry devoted to improving this 
      
    

         

—things you’re grateful for.
It’s easy to take a deep breath when other people’s 


  

That’s what retirement is for: a promise of future freedom, 


         

   when we finally have time, we’re too exhausted to spend it. It’s 
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          
       


          

And yet, in the meantime, we’ve invented machines to do 





       



      


       
“”.
  
       

        
  

We’re no longer trying to save ourselves work. We’re trying 
        notice they’re actually alive.
Technology didn’t come along to replace work. It came 
       

And so we’ve reached the point where even our free time 

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




      




           


It’s a perfect system. We don’t even have to be working for work to ruin our rest. All we need to know is that it’s coming.
Let me make one thing clear: I’m not advocating a 





feel useful. There’s nothing wrong with that.
What puzzles me is how we’ve managed to turn the need to 
          

We need to do things. We don’t need to pretend that our 

As for the inventor of work, I’m still waiting for him to show up. I’d like to ask whether he ever imagined that one day 













        

But there’s one final possibility, and it’s considerably more 





life so that one day, when they’re too tired to do much else, 


Perhaps the real problem isn’t work itself. Perhaps it’s our 


      


In that case, the inventor has no name. We’re all partly to 





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



Some job adverts aren’t looking for an employee. They’re 
         

“Dynamic individuals wanted…”.


          yesterday’s work done, adapt to tomorrow’s changes and be grateful for the opportunity not to know what you’ll be doing 

        hiring possibilities. It’s no longer enough to know how to do 
things that don’t yet exist, using tools that haven’t been invented, under the supervision of someone who hasn’t quite worked out what’s going on either.
That’s modern employability: they expect you to have 

days, they’re after a dynamic, resilient, proactive professional 
     


