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International Klein Blue
French artist Yves Klein (1928-1962), born in Nice, began his ca-
reer as a black belt judoka. His next step was to move to Paris and 
dedicate his life to art. Klein created monochromes in an effort to 
“liberate color from the prison that is the line” and “make visible the 
absolute”. In his quest to capture immateriality and the infinite, he 
developed a special blue color, a new formula branded Interna-
tional Klein Blue (IKB). It is a bluer-than-blue color that radiates 
vibrant waves, engaging the eyes of the viewer, “... allowing us to 
see with our souls, to read with our imaginations”. Klein applied it to 
many works, including on an IKB-globe. He wrote the following: 
“In 1957 Yves Klein stated that the Earth was entirely blue. It was on 
that occasion that he created a Blue Relief Globe ... Four years later 
cosmonaut Gagarin stated in April 1961 that the Earth is of a deep 
intense blue!!!” [see page 246].

Calfskin
Italian artist Claudio Parmiggiani (1943-) worked in the spirit of the 
ZERO movement. Several of his works include maps and globes, 
depicting Earth as a vulnerable organism. One work features an 
inflatable globe, folded in a closed glass jar, marked with a la-
bel ‘Globo’, suggesting that Earth is fragile and needs protection. 
Another work called Terra is a large, seventy-centimeter terracot-
ta globe. During a performance in 1989, Parmiggiani buried the 
globe in the garden of the Museum of Contemporary Art in Lyon. 
The idea is that the Earth is invisible as a whole, a precious object 
buried like a treasure: “... a sculpture that wants to be secret, invis-
ible, born for no exposition and for no public ...” [see picture above]. 
In his work Tavole Zoogeografiche he manipulates pictures of five 
cows, giving each one a skin pattern in the form of a map of one 
of the continents. 

World Processor
German artist Ingo Günther (1957-) has been working on his 
World Processor for forty years already. The aim of this project is 
to map the global condition by using illuminated globes. Günther 
has created more than a thousand thematic globes based on ob-
jective data. These topics range from political conflicts and so-
cial issues to the natural world and other concerns. The data are 
immediately comprehensive and intuitively accessible, thanks to 
their strong visual presentation. The colorful globes are exhibited 
in monumental installations, creating a memorable experience 
that encourages visitors to engage with the themes and with each 
other. In Günther’s own words: “… I am challenged by the incom-
prehensibility of the world’s totality … every globe requires the inven-
tion of a new code in order to represent the data appropriately and 
effectively ...” [no. 198].
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Italian artist Claudio Parmiggiani worked in 
the spirit of the ZERO movement. Several 
of his artworks incorporate a globe, such 
as this one from 1968, called Pellemondo 
(Skinworld). The sphere is enveloped in 
calfskin and mounted on an aluminum 
stand. The distinctive black-and-white 
pattern of the calfskin resembles a world 
map, with black landmasses contrasting 
against a white ocean. However, the tactile 
surface of the hairy animal skin suggests that 
the world is a precious living organism, one 
that must be treated with respect, nurtured, 
and protected by humans.

Terra 
Performance by 
artist Claudio 
Parmiggiani / 
Musée des Beaux-
Arts / Lyon, 1989
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