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A fetish  
for the real 

This book has been published to accompany 
Future Bodies – Bart Hess (24 June – 1 
October 2017) at the Stedelijk Museum 
’s-Hertogenbosch. Together, the exhibition 
and the publication offer a survey of the work 
produced by the designer Bart Hess over the 
past ten years. The project occupies a special 
place in the series of design presentations 
the museum has organized since 2009, as 
we believe that Hess represents a new type 
of designer. Rather than making tangible 
and functional products, he experiments with 
materials to develop concepts that can be 
expressed in all manner of media. What’s more, 
he has a much stronger online presence and 
awareness of visual impact than other designers.

When I—Fredric Baas, the curator of the 
exhibition—spoke to Bart Hess, he told me 
that he has an ‘unrecognizable face’. People 
at openings and similar events often don’t 
realize who he is, even when he has already 
talked to them. Another possible explanation, 
it seems to me, might be the different looks he 
comes up with so regularly, and with such ease 
and sense of style. Either way, it certainly has 
nothing to do with the work he makes. Hess’s 
signature can always be spotted at once, despite 
the many forms his work can assume and the 
collaborations that can underpin it. His thoughts 
on how this comes about are one of the main 
themes of this conversation. But let’s begin at 
the beginning.

– a conversation 
with Bart Hess



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

LucyandBart,  
Germination Day Eight
31st May 2008 
— Making of






















