
T h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  e s s a y s  r e s u l t s  f r o m  a  s e r i e s  o f  c o n f e r e n c e  h e l d 
i n  2 0 1 2  a n d  2 0 1 3 ,  o r g a n i z e d  t o  d r a w  a t t e n t i o n  t o  l e g a l  p r o b l e m s 
a r i s i n g  o u t  o f  r e l i g i o u s  d i v e r s i t y  i n  e d u c a t i o n .  C o n t r i b u t o r s 
i n c l u d e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  r e n o w n e d  j u d g e s  a n d  e x p e r t s  o n 
e d u c a t i o n  l a w  a s  w e l l  a s  a  n u m b e r  o f  l a w y e r s  a c t i v e l y  e n g a g e d 
i n  e d u c a t i o n  p o l i c y  m a k i n g .  C o n c e r n  o v e r  t h e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  o f 
v a r i o u s  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s  i n  e d u c a t i o n  i s  s t r o n g ,  a n d  t h i s  b o o k 
m a k e s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  l e g a l  l i t e r a t u r e  o n  t h e 
s i t u a t i o n  i n  E u r o p e .

R e a d e r s h i p :  A c a d e m i c  l a w y e r s ;  p r a c t i s i n g  l a w y e r s ,  s t u d e n t s  a n d 
s c h o l a r s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  l a w  a n d  e d u c a t i o n  p o l i c y ;  g o v e r n m e n t 
o f f i c i a l s .

J a n  D e  G r o o f  -  G r a c i e n n e  L a u w e r s  ( e d s . )

R E L I G I O N
a n d

E D U C A T I O N

Studies in Human Rights in Education

R
ELIG

IO
N

 an
d

 ED
U

CATIO
N

Jan D
e G

roof 
G

racienne Lauw
ers (eds.) 

With the support of the 
Lifelong Learning Programme 
of the European Union

Partners



Jan De Groof and Gracienne Lauwers (eds.)

a

Religion and Education



Religion and Education

Jan De Groof and Gracienne Lauwers (eds.)

ISBN: 978-94-6240-131-0

Series:
European Association for Education Law and Policy (ELA)
Arthur Goemaerelei 52
2018 Antwerp
Belgium
www.lawandeducation.com

Published by:
aolf Legal Publishers (WLP)
PO Box 313
5060 AH Oisterwijk
The Netherlands
E-Mail: info@wolfpublishers.nl
www.wolfpublishers.com

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced in any material form 
(including photocopying or storing in any medium by electronic means) without the written 
permission of the authors and other copyright owner(s). Applications for the copyright owner’s 
permission to reproduce any part of this publication should be addressed to the publisher.

Disclaimer: Whilst the authors, editors and publisher have tried to ensure the accuracy of 
this publication, the publisher, authors and editors cannot accept responsibility for any 
errors, omissions, misstatements, or mistakes and accept no responsibility for the use of the 
information presented in this work.

With the support of the Lifelong Learning Programme of the European Union
‘The European Commission support for the production of this publication does not constitute 
an endorsement of the contents which reflects the views only of the authors, and the Commission 
cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein.’

 
© ELA / WLP 2015



Table of Contents

Introduction 

Part I 
International and European framework 

Religious Conflicts and the Principle of State Neutrality 1
 Juliane Kokott 
The State in the Face of Religious Conflicts and Intolerance in Society 15
Michael Stathopoulos 
A Religious Canon for Europe:  
Policy, Education, and the Post-Secular Challenge 27
Hent de Vries 
Balancing Non-discrimination & Equality and the (Right to)  
Identity of Non-governmental Schools in Dutch Law 59
B.P. Vermeulen 
Values and Religion. 
The Transmission of Values and Interreligious Dialogue Today 73
Hans Joas  
Schooling in Post-secular Europe 83
Charles L. Glenn 
What About Teaching about Religions in Europe? 95
Luce Pépin 
Religious Symbols in Public Schools – some legal remarks on crosses in 
classrooms 105
Rainer Palmstorfer 
An Educational Right: Teaching and Learning about Controversial Issues 113
Thomas Misco 

Part II 
Country Reports and Questionnaires 

Muslim Schools in the Nordic Countries 135
Jenny Berglund 
Parental Rights and Educational Freedom 151
Svein Egil Vestre 
The four main issues of religion in Egypt 155
Tayseir M. Mandour 
Islam and Democracy in Morocco and Algeria What can we do? 163
Fouad Laroui 
Respect for philosophical and religious convictions of parents in Education 
‘Real pluralism and real democracy require  real choices for parents’ 173
Michael P. Donnelly 
From confessionalism to positive secularity? 
The ambiguous case of teaching religion in Spain  189
Diana Zavala Rojas & Camil Ungureanu 



The Presence of Religious Symbology in Contemporary  
Brazil - Ethical-Moral and Constitutional Aspects 215
Rubens Becak 
Religion in Education and Respect for Parental Convictions in Education 225
Johan Beckmann 
Public Funding of Religious Education in Finland 241
Päivi Gynther 
Issues Regarding Relations Between Religion and the State  
in the Framework of the Right to Education. Albania’s Case 253
Juliana Latifi 
‘The Islamic school makes me strong’ 275
Identity Development and Integration: Report on a qualitative survey  
amongst seven ex-pupils of an Islamic primary school in the Netherlands 275
Bahaeddin Budak and Ina ter Avest 
The Place of Religion Under Education Law – Country reports 287
The Place of Religion in Education in Albania 291
Juliana Latifi and Nikoleta Mita 
The Place of Religion in Education in Austria 305
Walter Berkaand Claudia Wernig 
Constitutional and Legal Aspects of Teaching about Religion  
in the Bulgarian School 331
Jenia Peteva 
The Place of Religion In Education In Cyprus 341
Achilles Emilianides 
The place of religion in education in Estonia 347
Merilin Kiviorg 
The Place of Religion in Education in Finland 365
Päivi Gynther 
The Place of Religion in Education in France 371
André Legrand 
The Place of Religion in Education in Germany 375
Introduction by Hermann Avenarius on the constitutional and political context 
Questionnaire by Hans-Peter Füssel 
The Place of Religion in Education in Greece 383
Theodore Fortsakis with the collaboration of Nikolas Avgouleas 
The place of religion in state-funded educational institutions in Hungary 391
Balázs Schanda 
The Place of Religion in Education in Ireland 399
Oliver Mahon 
Religious education – Israeli Perspectives 415
Asher Maoz 
The Place of Religion in Education in Italy 427
Roberto Toniatti  427
The Place of Religion in Education in Latvia 433
Ringolds Balodis 
Teaching of Religion in Lithuania 445
Birutė Pranevičienė and Agnė Margevičiūtė 
The Place of Religion in Education in Luxembourg 453
Siggy Koenig 



The Place of Religion in Education in The Netherlands 461
Anneke de Wolff and Pieter Huisman 
The Place of Religion in Education in Norway 475
Svein Egil Vestre 
The Place of Religion in Education in Poland 479
Katarzyna Górak-Sosnowska 
The Place of Religion in Education in Portugal 491
Maria Manuela Pinto Soares Pastor Fernandes Arraios Faria 
The Place of Religion in Education in Romania 495
Liviu Andreescu 
The Place of Religion in Education in the Russian Federation 511
Maria Smirnova 
The Place of Religion in Education in Slovakia 521
Daniela Drobna 
The Place of Religion in Education in Slovenia 527
Blaž Ivanc 
The Place of Religion in Education in South Africa 539
Johan Beckmann and Rika Joubert and Chaya Herman 
The Place of Religion in Education in Sweden 549
Lars Friedner 
The Place of Religion Under Education Law in England 553
Neville Harris 

Part III 
Schematic Comparative Analysis of the Answers to the Questionnaire 573
 





Introduction

This collection contains the essays and answers to questionnaires on 
the legal framework underpinning policy making in the area of religious 
instruction in schools and religious rights in education.

Characterized by rationalization, functionalism, and individualism, the 
European public sphere offers space for religious demands although to a 
different degree and with variations in each member state, as reflected in the 
so-called ‘margin of appreciation’ doctrine of the European courts.

Apart from the Government, one can distinguish a number of other 
important players in education.

There are the traditional Christian churches. However secular European 
politicians may be in their outlook, they have often regarded faith and 
religious institutions as pillars of public order. Notwithstanding the fact that 
many churches have lost influence on social life, they often offer religious 
instruction in public and state funded schools as a means for inculcating 
moral principles and historical traditions. Denominational schools have 
in many cases been brought under the influence or even the control of 
government through public funding and requirements, emulating many of 
the organizational and curricular standards of public schools, but continue 
to play a significant role in education in some countries. To what extent 
denominational schools may continue to exercise a distinctive mission is 
a question for public policy; to what extent they seek to do so is an equally 
interesting question in sociology.

There are also communal frameworks with a religious character developed 
by migrants, particularly those from predominantly Muslim countries. A 
question of vital importance is to what extent the religious institutions which 
migrants create sustain community life and nurture youth but also isolate 
them from the host society. In the West, they have the right to practice their 
faith, but not as the basis of exemptions from the principles of the secular 
state. Like all the other citizens, migrants and their children born in Europe 
are compelled to accept European values, legislation and administrative 
structures. For many, the norms of Western secular culture based on 
individual rights and freedoms are in conflict with deeply-held communal 
values.

This tension is also reflected in legal doctrines. European institutions and 
courts have accommodated national identities resulting from national 
histories based on the doctrine of the ‘margin of appreciation’. Did they 



succeed to accommodate ‘denationalised identities’ defined by culture and 
religion that are not part of a country’s history?

Europe has come to understand its public life as functioning in a secularized 
sphere.  The presence of communities that define their identity in religious 
terms and seek to make this the basis of their participation in public life, often 
invoking human rights principles of freedom of conscience and of culture, 
offers a fundamental challenge to European policy-makers, educators, and 
legal experts.  

This publication addresses the treatment of these demands in education and 
thereby hope to shed light on the corresponding legal framework adopted by 
Governments in European and non-European countries.

Jan De Groof*1

Gracienne Lauwers**2

Belgium, February 2015

* Europacollege/ European Association for Education Law and Policy
** Universiteit Antwerpen/ Vrije Universiteit Brussel/ Università Di Trento, Project 

Coordinator
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