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Since humans’ existence, there have always been people fleeing.
Throughout human history their numbers have not decreased, but
instead, quite the contrary: the world community has at all times 
been and is now particularly challenged by the prospect of helping 
the people in need of protection across borders.

It is very important to be aware of the fact that refugee and asylum 
issues involve countless individuals’ lives. In these pursuits, 
legislation and its implementation often affect human beings in a 
very immediate and profound way. 

In 2015, refugee and asylum issues topped headlines all over the 
world and especially in Europe. All sectors of society and levels of 
government discussed the matter. Politicians have been trying to find 
a proper solution ever since, which has turned out to be a very difficult 
pursuit as they all have different solutions in mind. Conservative or 
open-minded in their respective state approach towards refugees, 
everybody has had to obey the law.

In this book the author presents an overview of the current asylum 
crisis. Although legislation and regulations will be explained, this 
book is designed for beginners in this field and laypeople as well. 

The first part scrutinises the origins of the asylum crisis and the 
routes of displaced people who aim to reach Europe, and what 
obstacles they have to face therein. The second part provides an 
introduction to international and European refugee and asylum 
legislation in an overview and how the handling of persons in need 
of international protection by authorities in factual reality deviates 
from the legal requirements. The third part describes measures the 
European Union has taken to tackle the crisis. 
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INTRODUCTION

Introduction 
 
Since humans’ existence, there have always been people fleeing. 
Throughout human history their numbers have not decreased, but 
instead, quite the contrary: the world community has at all times been 
and is now particularly challenged by the prospect of helping the 
people in need of protection across borders.  
 
It is very important to be aware of the fact that refugee and asylum 
issues involve countless individuals’ lives. In these pursuits, legislation 
and its implementation often affect human beings in a very immediate 
and profound way. The European sea rescue program “Mare 
Nostrum,” for instance, rescued thousands of people. As soon as it was 
stopped, the death count in the Mediterranean Sea increased again. 
Furthermore, for each and every statistic, a lost life and a destroyed 
family stand behind it. For the individual who is in danger, it means 
everything to be able to get him/herself and his/her family to safety.  
 
The world community has recognised this simple fact and has long 
since made provisions for relief to those in danger in international 
politics and legislation.  
 
In 2015, refugee and asylum issues topped headlines all over the world 
and especially in Europe. All sectors of society and levels of 
government discussed the matter. Politicians have been trying to find a 
proper solution ever since, which has turned out to be a very difficult 
pursuit as they all have different solutions in mind. Conservative or 
open-minded in their respective state approach towards refugees, 
everybody has had to obey the law.  
 
The intention of this book is to give an overview of the current asylum 
crisis. Although legislation and regulations will be explained, this book 
is designed for beginners in this field and laypeople as well. In order to 
keep the subject manageable, the subject will be addressed with the 
following scopes: 
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THE REFUGEE CRISIS: FACTUAL BACKGROUND AND LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS

In terms of time, the main focus is on the year 2015, as there was a 
tremendous increase in people fleeing and reaching Europe in that year 
alone. That leads to the geographical restrictions and coverage. It is 
limited to the European continent and the main destination countries 
there.  
 
The first part scrutinises the origins of the asylum crisis and the routes 
of displaced people who aim to reach Europe, and what obstacles they 
have to face therein. Developments up to the 31st December 2015 are 
considered. 
 
The second part provides an introduction to international and 
European refugee and asylum legislation in an overview and how the 
handling of persons in need of international protection by authorities 
in factual reality deviates from the legal requirements. Here, special 
emphasis lies on Greece and Hungary as two countries which are the 
main entry points for asylum-seekers and therefore find themselves in 
a difficult position. Possible human rights violations and violations of 
EU law will be pointed out, but not scrutinised in detail.  
 
The third part describes measures the European Union has taken to 
tackle the crisis. Plans through February 2016 are taken into 
consideration. 
 
It is important to note that the word refugee doesn’t have only one 
meaning. In contemporary usage, the word refugee exists in two 
senses. While the ordinary sense is very broad and comprehensive, the 
legal sense is stringent and restricted to certain criteria.1  
 
In the factual background part the word refugee is not related to the 
stringent criteria of the legal sense, instead used in a broader way. 
Refugees are here people who are in flight, may it be due to 

1  See II.A.5 Further reading: Goodwin-Gill G, The Refugee in International Law 
(2nd edn, Oxford University Press 1998) 3-31. 
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prosecution, certain conditions, war, famine or natural catastrophes. 
People who are seeking a better life are called as migrants.  
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