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OVERVIEW 
OF THE CASE-LAW OF 
THE EUROPEAN COURT 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS

Every year, the European Court of Human Rights delivers a large number 
of judgments and an even greater number of decisions, thus adding to its 
already formidable body of case-law. This can make it difficult for people 
outside the Court to know which cases break new ground or address new 
issues. An increasingly important aspect of the Court’s work has thus 
become to identify such cases and to disseminate them in a convenient 
and accessible format. 

The annual Overview series, available in English and French, seeks to 
respond to that need by focusing on the most important cases the Court 
deals with each year. All the cases are selected by the Court’s Jurisconsult’s 
Directorate on the basis of their jurisprudential interest. They may raise 
issues of general interest, establish new principles, or develop or clarify 
the case-law. The approach has been to draw attention to the salient 
points, allowing the reader to appreciate the jurisprudential significance 
of a particular case.
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Foreword to the 2015 edition

I welcome the decision to publish annually, as a separate publication 
in its own right, the Overview of the Court’s principal judgments 

and decisions. While the Overview also appears in the Court’s Annual 
Reports, a dedicated publication is in line with the prominence which 
has been given to the continuing need to reinforce efforts to disseminate 
the key case-law of the Court. The Court has been particularly active 
in this field over the years, as attested by the constant attention it gives 
to the development of the HUDOC database and the important work 
it has carried out in publishing the Case-law Information Notes, the 
Practical Guide on Admissibility Criteria, and the series of case-law 
guides and thematic Factsheets.

It is essential that the case-law of the Court is known and applied 
at the domestic level. I would recall that, following the High-level 
Conference on the “Implementation of the European Convention on 
Human Rights, our shared responsibility”, the Brussels Declaration 
of 27  March 2015 stressed “the importance of further promoting 
knowledge of and compliance with the Convention within all the 
institutions of the States Parties, including the courts and parliaments, 
pursuant to the principle of subsidiarity”.

I believe that this new initiative will contribute to this endeavour. 
To be familiar with the Court’s jurisprudence is central to the proper 
application of the Convention at the domestic level. The publication 
is also timely, since it coincides with the development of the Superior 
Court Network, which is intended to create a practical and useful 
means of exchanging relevant information on Convention case-law 
and related matters.

The Overview is intended to focus on the most important cases 
which the Court has dealt with over the year in question. The cases 
are selected by the Jurisconsult’s Directorate on the basis of their 
jurisprudential interest. They may raise issues of general interest, 
establish new principles or develop or clarify the case-law. The 
Overview will obviously refer to those judgments and decisions which 
are published in the Court’s official Reports of Judgments and Decisions 



series. The approach is to draw attention to the salient points of the 
cases, allowing the reader to appreciate the jurisprudential significance 
of a particular case.

Finally, I would like to thank Wolf Legal Publishers for making 
this publication possible. Both the 2014 and 2015 editions are being 
published at the same time. I look forward to the Overview establishing 
itself as an essential source of information on the Court’s case-law, for 
the benefit of everyone involved in human rights protection.

Guido Raimondi 
President of the European Court of 
Human Rights 
Strasbourg, February 2016
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