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1 Introduction
Human rights elephants in a globalising world

1.1 INTRODUCTION

An elephant that is deprived by poachers of its tusks, dies. “The only practical
way of removing ivory from an elephant is by killing it”, as Harland
observed.1 Even in rare occasions where one succeeds in removing a wild
elephant’s tusks without killing it, which requires the highest standards of
clinical and chirurgical care, wild elephants ultimately need their tusks for
their survival.2 Tuskless elephants, therefore, are generally dead elephants.3

In what can be labelled an immensely saddening development at best, recent
decades have consequently witnessed the drastic decline of elephant popula-
tions as a result of increasing poaching activities driven by demands for ivory.
Such demands are, on many accounts, spurred by globalisation: the demand
for ivory, most prominently in parts of Asia, grew particularly in the 1970s
and 1980s and led to the steadfast export of African tusks.4 Inter alia as a result
of the poaching of one of their most valuable assets, elephants, being the largest
and one of the most majestic land animals on this planet, have consequently
become an endangered species.

This research, however, is not about animal rights but, somewhat ironically,
about human rights. Like elephants, human rights have for a long time been
considered to be amongst the most impressive and majestic entities of their
kind. Like elephants, they may be regarded as somewhat larger than life. Like
elephants, however, they also have potentially become endangered as a result
of contemporary globalisation developments. The rise of neo-liberal ideologies,
transnational stakeholders, and novel categories of belonging have, as this
book will argue, indeed potentially forced the domain of human rights into
a precarious position. Whereas the poaching threats to elephants have raised
alarming prospects for the future, with the potential extinction of the species
altogether, in the context of human rights the impact of globalisation is less
obvious. Are human rights poached of their most valuable assets under the

1 Harland, 1994, p. 21.
2 Heimert, 1995, p. 1474.
3 Whenever this book speaks about ‘tuskless elephants’, it refers to elephants that were

deprived of their tusks through poaching, not to elephants that were naturally born without
tusks. See also Raubenheimer & Miniggio, 2016.

4 Stiles, 2004, pp. 309–310.




