
CONTENTS
   

5

Contents
INTRODUCTION: BUILDING THE CITY IN EUROPE 7

1 THE ANCIENT CITY 13

THE aNCIENT CITY: BETwEEN REfLECTION aND PRaGmaTIsm 14

fROm aRCHaIC GREECE TO ImPERIaL ROmE 21

CLassICaL aTHENs 33

ImPERIaL ROmE 43

2 MIddlE AgEs 55

THE maRkET, THE CaTHEDRaL aND THE CITY waLL 56

THE TYPOLOGY aND mORPHOLOGY Of mEDIEvaL TOwNs 63

mEDIEvaL YORk 72

mEDIEvaL BRUssELs aND THE TOPOGRaPHY Of POwER 81

3 RENAIssANCE 91

a HUmaNIsT TRaDITION aND a RETURN TO aNTIqUITY 92

La CITTà IDEaLE: vITRUvIUs, LEON BaTTIsTa aLBERTI,  
aNTONIO fILaRETE, aND vINCENzO sCamOzzI 99

HUmaNIsm IN PIENza 110

RENaIssaNCE fLORENCE 118

4 17TH CENTURY & BAROQUE 133

THE 17TH CENTURY aBOvE aND BELOw THE aLPs 134

THE BaROqUE aND THE mERCHaNT CITY: fROm ROmE TO TURIN,  
fROm aNTwERP TO amsTERDam 140

a msTERDam’s GOLDEN aGE 150

THE URBaN PLaNNING aND aRCHITECTURE Of BaROqUE ROmE 161

17TH CENTURY PaRIs aND vERsaILLEs 172

5 18TH CENTURY & ENlIgHTENMENT 183

THE RaTIONaLIzaTION aND CLassIfICaTION Of kNOwLEDGE 184

THE 18TH CENTURY CITY: PaRIs, LIsBON aND EDINBURGH 192

ENLIGHTENmENT LONDON 204

BaRCELONa’s PLaN EIxamPLE 214

Inner-History of European architecture.indb   5 28/11/21   18:47



A History of UrbAnism in EUropE 6
  

6 INdUsTRIAl ERA & BEllE EPOQUE 225

POLITICaL REvOLUTIONs aND aN INDUsTRIaLIzED sOCIETY 226

fROm sLUms TO wORkERs’ UTOPIa  234

THE URBaN PLaNNING aND aRCHITECTURE Of INDUsTRIaL BERLIN 246

THE TRaNsfORmaTION Of PaRIs UNDER BaRON HaUssmaNN 255

7 INTERWAR PERIOd 265

mODERN TImEs 266

THE EmERGENCE Of URBaNIsm as a mODERN DIsCIPLINE  272

LE CORBUsIER URBaNIsTE  286

THE ExTENsION PLaN fOR amsTERDam  297

8 RECONsTRUCTION 1945-1970 311

REBUILDING THE wORLD afTER wORLD waR II 312

fROm CIam TO TEam 10   317

a CHaLLENGE TO mODERNIsm.  
THE smITHsONs aND THE BERLIN HaUPTsTaDT COmPETITION 332

aUGUsTE PERRET aND THE RECONsTRUCTION Of LE HavRE 339

RECONsTRUCTION aND POsT-waR mODERNIsm IN ROTTERDam 345

9 THE RIgHT TO THE CITY ANd POsTMOdERNIsM 359

THE RIGHT TO THE CITY aND THE mYTH Of ‘maY 1968’ 360

THE sEaRCH fOR aLTERNaTIvEs: TECHNOLOGY, PaRTICIPaTION, HIsTORY  367

BRUssELs aND THE TRaUma Of mODERNIsm 383

amsTERDam: THE JaNUs faCE Of URBaN RENEwaL 390

10 THE CITY AT THE ENd OF THE 20TH CENTURY  401

THE LaTE 20TH CENTURY CITY  402

fORm vs. fORmLEss: DIvERGENT vIsIONs ON THE CITY 409

NEw GEOGRaPHIEs Of TImE: EURaLILLE  422

URBaN DEvELOPmENT aND DEREGULaTION: THE ICaRUs fLIGHT  
Of CaNaRY wHaRf  429

INdEx 441

lIsT OF IllUsTRATIONs 449

Inner-History of European architecture.indb   6 28/11/21   18:47



   
7INTRODUCTION: BUILDING THE CITY IN EUROPE

INTRODUCTION: BUILDING THE CITY IN 
EUROPE

A city is a complex entity. More than an assemblage of buildings and open spaces, 
cities are the product of a conflation of different processes, be they social, cultural, 
political, or economic. Over the course of centuries, different approaches have strived 
to both understand and harness the power of cities, with cities being described as 
machines, as organisms, or simply, as systems. But despite their different approaches, 
all these models have had at their core (some more explicitly than others) the 
very basic understanding that a city is always a dynamic entity. Since control of all 
the processes that define a city is, at the very least, difficult, efforts to shape the 
development of the city have thus been mostly based on attempts to understand its 
formal expression in hopes that by altering it, the city would also accordingly adapt its 
course. Either by starting with comprehensive plans or individual buildings, changing 
the urban fabric has been commonly perceived as the key to directly influencing the 
development of the city. 

Throughout the following chapters, and through the use of examples and historical 
context, a variety of issues regarding the relation between architectural and urban 
expression with social structures, economic development, political ambitions and 
cultural landscapes will be discussed and analyzed. This textbook thus primarily 
focuses on historical forces and how these have produced cities by both informing 
models of urban analysis, as well as influencing the implementation of strategies.

By presenting a sequence of different historical episodes, these reflections on 
particular moments in the development of European cities aim to establish the 
crucial understanding of the progression of architectural and urban thought since 
Classical Antiquity. Beyond that, through the continued use of paradigmatic examples 
of cities across the continent, it will also become clear how these abstract concepts 
and theoretical ideas became articulated in Europe. This is intended to provide a 
perspective into the structure of European cities and how they have been changed 
throughout the past few centuries, thus establishing a clear correlation between 
abstract intentions and architectural/urban form. In this regard, it is important to 
remember that the design and construction of cities is also a lengthy and protracted 
process, in which ideas and theoretical concepts often take considerable time and 
effort before they are filtered down to application and implementation.  

A crucial – and ever changing – element in the development of the city has always 
been the relation between urban planning and architecture, as central elements in 
the development and application of various models to the city. The two disciplines 
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and practices are inherently entangled, since any urban plan requires buildings to be 
materialized, and the composition of any assemblage of buildings immediately shapes 
(urban) space. In the Renaissance, for example, the harmonious effect of a balanced 
and symmetrical composition was particularly valued, but the creation of such strong 
visual structures was dependent on a tight integration between buildings (in relation 
to one another) and urban space. Thus, the urban composition in the Piazza della 
Annunziata (1419-1608) was entirely based on the generating architectural element 
of the arched arcaded portico of the Ospedale degli Innocenti (1419-1425). Conversely, 
in Ildefons Cerdà’s expansion plan for Barcelona (1859), the specificity of buildings 
was all but completely ignored in favor of the definition of a rational organization of 
the urban fabric.

While the focus of this textbook is geographically limited to the specific European 
expression of architectural and urban thought and form, often these have shaped 
and have been shaped by models well beyond the European borders. However, these 
European developments must not be understood as being universal since across the 
globe, from the dawn of civilization, cities have thrived and collapsed, within varied 
political and cultural systems and often represented by unique formal expressions. 
These histories are significant and worthy of attention, and with every new work 
that elucidates and fosters greater understanding of those unique urban ideas and 
architectural expressions, we are continually reminded not only of how European 
developments constitute but one of multiple histories of urbanism, but also of our own 
ignorance of those expressions.

Furthermore, the particular history of urbanism in Europe that is conveyed through 
the description, analysis, interpretation, and historicization of several urban plans 
in the following pages must also be acknowledged as being merely one of multiple 
histories of urbanism in Europe and thus must be complemented by many others. 
This is a foundational concept for this textbook and accompanying digital platform 
since they have been conceived as a starting point rather than an end point for 
a conversation that must be diverse and inclusive. Therefore, other histories of 
urbanism in Europe — their formal expression as well as their political and cultural 
frameworks — will be continuously documented and discussed in the more dynamic 
medium of the digital platform accompanying this book. 

These additions will focus not only on canonical, but also forgotten or undervalued 
examples that can express the wealth of ideas and urban developments experienced 
in Europe in any given historical period since classical antiquity. With every new 
addition to this ongoing project, the geopolitics of urban and architectural production 
in Europe will be, inevitably, reconsidered, effectively both challenging and expanding 
existing histories. Notably, such an assemblage of multiple histories of urbanism is 
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intended to not only inscribe into our collective memory the multiple ways in which 
the city has developed in Europe, but also to dismantle (still) perceived hierarchies of 
power and domination in the dissemination of urban and architectural ideas across 
the continent, which each example being understood within its own context and 
structures.

The assemblage of such a multitude of urban thought and models should already 
provide an indication of the wider range of expression and discourses that are often 
interconnected. Sometimes, the underlying goals and spatial intentions of European 
architectural vocabulary and urban models have found a more direct and apt 
application somewhere else. Brasília, for instance, although built in Brazil, designed 
and developed by Brazilian architects and planners, and symbolizing the country’s 
modernization project, undeniably projects the underlying specter of European 
modern ideas. Similarly, the design of the US capital, Washington DC, was clearly 
inspired by the urban organization of movement and monuments of Pope Sixtus V’s 
plan for Baroque Rome. 

As the last example already indicates, urban models and architectural form have 
commonly traveled not only from and to other regions of the globe, but also to other 
periods as well. Effectively, it is possible to trace a continuity and rejection of different 
urban planning practices and architectural design traditions throughout different 
periods. However, it is important to note that as models are co-opted to the different 
context of a period other than that in which it was devised, models also inevitably 
change as a result of specific interpretation and appropriations of history.   

Often, the appropriation of past models and forms is procured in an attempt to return 
to an idealized past, or to revive former societal norms and qualities. In that sense, 
the revival of Classical Antiquity was a constant in the historical arch of European 
architecture and urbanism, but was perhaps most explicit during the Enlightenment 
with the emergence of Neo-Classicism. And Neo-Classicism is a particular apt 
example of this condition, since while the components, expression, and ideas of 
Classical Antiquity are readily identifiable, they have also been substantially adapted 
to suit the specific questions and demands posed by 18th century society. 

Although the understanding of the inevitable cross-pollination of ideas is always 
present, the urban models and architectural principles presented in the following 
chapters are discussed within the specific context of the period in which they were 
first devised. This allows not just for a clear understanding of the original intentions 
of these urban models and architectural forms (including their relation to their 
contemporary societal context), but also provides a basis for interpretation of how 
these elements have been co-opted, enhanced, challenged or subverted in other 
locations and periods.
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The analysis of these historical forces and how they have influenced the development 
of the city in Europe has been organized in this textbook through a chronological 
sequence of modules. Each of these modules not only provides a comprehensive 
analysis of a particular period—from Classical Antiquity to the contemporary time— 
they are all also structured in a progressive fashion, from a broad view to particular 
case studies. Specifically, each module is introduced by a historical framework in 
which societal conditions and cultural forces of that period are discussed, and the 
connection between those and the development of the city is discussed. These 
introductory chapters are followed by critical comparative analyses of various urban 
plans and approaches towards the city that sharply define the breadth of architectural 
and urban responses during any given period. Finally, these are complemented by 
thorough discussions of exemplary cases in which the previous discussions and issues 
are understood through their expression as urban plans and architecture.

Ultimately, a clear historical awareness is one of the fundamental tasks of this 
textbook and its accompanying online platform. However, it is not intended as 
an unabashed instrumentalization of history to validate contemporary design 
approaches, but instead as a way to allow history to inform new architectural and 
urban production. Therefore, a reflection on the history of European architecture and 
urbanism is not only necessary, but it should also definitely be welcomed.

Sergio M. Figueiredo

Sven Sterken

keeS doevendanS
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