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@AET - And both mp parents were of Lombardp,
2 : QAnd Mantuans by country both of them.
> flidwap upon the journep of our life %ﬁub Fulio, was ¥ born, though it was late,
% found mpself within a forest dark, 5 S o Snd lived at Rome under the good ugustus,
For the straightfo rivard pathwap had been lost. oy c Buring the time of false and [ing gods.
Ah me! how hard a thing it is to sap Ne 25% A poet was ¥, and I sang that just

i._ e answered me: Fot man; man once I was,

What was this forest savage, rough, and stern, -, Son of Anchises, who came forth from Trop,
Which in the very thought renews the fear. R After that Jlion the superh was burned.
% So bitter is it, death is little more; . #Rut thou, whp goest thou back to such annopance?
" ZBut of the good to treat, Which there I found, 3 Whp imb'st thou not the Flount Delectable,
™ Speak will 3 of the other things 3 saw there. Which is the source and cause of everpy ny?
3 cannot well repeat how there 3 entered, € 3 Row, art thou that Virgilius and that fountain
So full was ¥ of slumber at the moment ~ WPich spreads abroad so wide a river of speech?
3n which 3 had abandoned the true wap. R 3 made response to him with bashful forehead.
#But after 3 had reached a mountain's fost, | 2 228 .35 ©, of the other poets honour and light,
At that point where the palley terminated, . HAvail me the long studp and great love
Which had with consternation pierced mp heart, < That have impelled me to explore thy volume!
Cpward ¥ looked, and I beheld its shoulders, 3 ‘Thou art mp master, and mp author thou,
- Wested alveadp with that planet's raps 3 Thou art alone the one from whom 3 took
Which leabdeth others right by every wad. % X ‘The beautiful stple that has done honour to me.
Then was the fear a little quietel 5 Behold the beast, for which I have turned back;
That in mp heart's lake had endured throughout 2 Do thou protect me from her, famous Sage,
The night, which I had passed so piteousiy. ¥ ffor she doth make mp beins and pulses tremble.
Qnd even as fe, who, with distressful breath, 2 Thee it behoves to take another wabd,
Forth issued from the sea upon the shore, Responded he, when he beheld me weeping,
R Turns to the water perilous and gazes; X 30€ from this sabage place thou wouldst sscape;
> S0 did mp soul, that still was fieeing onward, R ecause this beast, at which thou criest sut,
" Turn itself back to re-behold the pass Suffers not anp one to pass her way,
WPich never pet a living person left. 3 ZRut so doth harass him, that she destrops him;
*w @fter mp wearp Body ¥ had rested, o =3 “nb has a nature so malign and ruthless,
&> The wap resumed 3 on the desert slope, VA3
¥ S0 that the firm foot eber was the lower. " nb after food is pungrier than before.
Ne 1l s And lo? almost whexe the ascent began, A Ne 3¢ 3, Manp the animals with whom she weds,
35 A < panther Light and swift exceedingly, A 35 <=  And more thep shall be still, until the Grephound
" WPich with a spotted skin was overed o'er! i Comes, who shall make her perish in her pain.
‘And never moved she from before myp face, = Ne 35 e shall not feed on either eaxth or pelf,
Rap, tather bid impede so much my wap, FRut upon wisdom, and on lobe and virtue;
R That manp times 3 to return had turned. > X Twixt Feltrs and Feltro shall his nation be;
The time Was the beginning of the morning, - 40 N2 36 ©f that low Ftaly shall he be the saviour,
Snb up the sun was mounting with those stars 3 ©n whose account the maid Camilla died,
That with him were, what time the Love Divine Eurpalus, Turnus, Nisus, of heir wounds;
At first in motion Set those beauteous things; Ne 37 ﬁot Through everp city shall he hunt her dotwn,
-, 50 were o me ocasion of good hope, ¥ :: Wntil he shall habe driven her back to Hell,
' The variegated Skin of that wild beast, . 45 % There from whenee envp first did let her loose.
Ne 15 fg‘( The hour of time, and the delitious season; . o “{ Therefore 3 think and judge it for thy best
i FRut not o much, that did not give me fear . ; .. Thou follow me, and I will be thy guide,
A lion's aspect which appeared to me. 4 ®°  HAnd lead thee hence through the eternal place,
7He seemed as if againgt me he were oming ‘ " Where thou shalt hear the desperate lamentations,
With head uplifted, and with ravenous hunger, 3 Shalt see the ancient gpirits disconsolate,
So that it seemed the air was afraid of him; 5 g Who crp out each one for the second death;
e nd a she-wolf, that with all hungerings : QAnd thou shalt see those whe ontented are
Seemed to be laden in her meagreness,
R And many folk has caused to live forlorn! R Whene'er it map be, to the blessed people;
- She brought upon me $o much heabiness, 55 Ne 41 fi}‘ To whom, then, if thou wishest to ascend,
With the affright that from her aspect came, " & soul shall be for that than I more worthy;
» That 3 the hope relinquished of the height. With her at mp departure 3 will leave thee;
Ne 19 ¥« QAndas he is who willinglp acquires, FRecause that €mperor, who reigns above,
A SAnd the time comes that causes him to lose, ! Fin that 3 was rebellious to his law,
0 R Who weeps in all his thoughts and is despondent, : < 2 Wills that through me none ome intw is citp.
&'en such made me that beast withouten peace, 3 e governs cucrpwhere, and there he reigns;
Which, coming on against me bp degrees S There is bis ity and his lofty theone;
X Thrust me back thither where the sun is silent. © happp he whom thereto e elects!
Ne 21 7Y, ‘T While ¥ was rushing dbownward to the lowland, ‘3 And 3 to him: Poet, I thee entreat,
65 w BWefove mine epes did one pregent himself, N By that same GSod whom thou didst neber know,
YR Who seemed from long -tontinued Silence hoarse. S0 that 3 map escape this woe and worse,
Ne 22 :&f When I beheld him in the besert nast, Neas y\}fx Thou wouldst conduct me there where thou hast said,
E fBave pity on me, unto him 3 cried, g That I map see the poraal of Saint Peter,
A Wpiche'er thou art, or shave or real man! ' And those thou makest so disconsolate.

T

Loy

Int.
Com. 001




Then he moved on, and I behind him folowed. Snd map, ¥ fear, already be so lost,
/557 That 3 wo late have risen 1o his succour,
" From that which I have heard of him in Heaven.
6 K YD 5 : Ne23 3 | estir thee now, and with thy speech ornate,
@Ah? 5 03 = 5 SAnd with what needful is for his velease,
& =4 0 2F Ygsist him o, that I map be consoled.
Day was departing, and the embrotoned air Ne2ag Weatrice am 3, who do bid thee go;
Released the animals that are on earth 3 come from there, where 3 would fain return;
FFrem their fatigues; and 3 the onlp one S % Tove moved me, which compelleth me to speak.
1O Ne 02 Alave mpself ready to sustain the war, 3 o > ¥When 3 shall be in presence of my Lord,
18oth of the wap and likewise of the woe, 3 Full often will 3 praise thee unto im.
Which memory that errs not shall retrace. Then paused she, and thereafter 3 began:
Ne 03 ® fuses, ® high genius, now assist me! Ne 26 ,.7755% @ Lady of virtue, thou alone through whom
@ memory, that Didst write down what I saw, ¥ _-’ ©he human race exceedeth I contained
fHere thp nobility shall be manifest! R Within the heaven that has the lesser cirdles,
HAud 3 began: IPoet, who guidestme, | T % o grateful unto me is thy ommandment,
Regard mp manhood, if it be sufficient, .- To obey, if "twere already done, were late;
Ere to the ardusus pass thou dost confide me. 5 2 o farther need'st thou ope to me hy Wish.
Thou sapest, that of Silvius the parent, FRut the cause tell me why thou dost not shun
While pet corruptible, unto the worly q = The here descending down ints this centre,
Fmmortal went, and was there bodily. “2% From the vast place thou burnest to return to.
TBut if the abversarp of all eoil % Since thou wouldst fain so inwardly discern,
N Was wurteous, thinking of the high effect FBrieflp will I relate, she answered me,
That issue would from him, and who, and what, Why I am not afraid to enter here.
To men of intellect unmeet it Seems not; f ®f those things onlp should one be afraid
FFor he was of great Wome, and of her empire E % - Which have the power of Boing others harm;
X In the emppreal heaven as father dhosen; R ©f the rest, no; because they are not fearful.
Ne 08 "}D{' The which and mhat, wishing to speak the truth, = o s @od in his merep such created me
285 T Were stablished as the holp place, wherein > That miserp of pours attains me not,
30 ~ Sits the successor of the greatest Peter. : X Ror anp flame assails me of this burning.
Ne 09 pon this oumep, whenee thou givest him vaunt, > 4 gentle Ladp is in Peaven, who grieves
- Things div he hear, which the occasion were At this impediment, to which I send thee,
oth of his victory and the papal mantle. o that stern judgment there above is broken.
Thither went afterwards the Chosen Vessel, n her entreaty she besought Lucia,
To bring back comfort thence unto that Faith, A .. b said, Thy faithful one now stands in need
WPich of ion's way is the beginni ©f thee, and unto thee I recommend him.
HBut I, why thither ome, ot WHo concedes it? . o Fucia, foe of all that cruel is,
3 not Hencas am, I am not Paul, FPastened awap, and came unto the place
Ror ¥, nor others, think me worthp of it. Where 3 was sitting with the ancient Rachel.
Therefore, if 3 resign mpself to ome, i TReatrice, said she, the true praise of God,
3 fear the coming map be ill-advised; e g Why succourest thou not him, who loved thee so,
X Thou'rt wise, and knowest better than I speak. R ¥ ffor thee he issued from the vulgar herd?
Nel3 7 HAnd as he is, who unwills what he willed, 5 Ne 361 Dost thou not hear the pity of his plaint?

2y L»:«,, And by new thoughts doth his intention change, ost thou not see the death that combats him
So that from his design he quite withdraws, 5 FRegide that flood, where ocean has no vaunt?
Ne 14 > Such 3 became, upon that dark hillside, > o Pever were persons in the world so swift
" Wecause, in thinking, 3 consumed the emprise, v , To work their weal and to escape their woe,
Which was so berp prompt in the beginning. x g 3, after such words as these were utteresd,
Ne15 £y, 3t 3 have well thy language understood, i & % Came hither bownward from mp blessed seat,
50 1 Replicd that shade of the Hagnanimous, 4 & Confiding in thy dignified diseourse,
Thp soul atminted is with cowardice, Which honsurs thee, and those whe've listened to it.
Ne 167y, Y Which manp times & man encumbers so, o . Qfter she thus had spoken unts me,
Wm turns him back from Gonoured enterprise, 7., Weeping, her shining eyes she tumed awap;
Y As false sight doth a beast, when he is shy. Wherebp she mave me swifter in mp coming;
55 Ne 17 That thou mapst free thee from this apprehension, 55N 40 ¥ And unto thee I came, as she desired;
B tell thee why ¥ @me, and what I heard A 3 have delivered thee from that wild beast,
At the first moment when 3 gricved for thee. " Which barred the beautiful mountain's short ascent.
@Among those was I who are in suspense, 4 Ne 4l ¥ What is it, then? Why, why dost thou delay?
Qnd a fair, saintlp Ladp called o me E Whp is such baseness bedbed in thy heart?
R In such wise, I besought her o command me. < Waring and harvihood why bast thou not,
#er epes where shining brighter than the Star; % Seeing that three such Ladies benedight
- QAnd she began o sap, gentle and low, . . Qe caving for thee in the count of Peaven,
With voice angelical, in her swn language: S nd so much good mp speech doth promise thee?
® spirit courtesus of Hlantua, Y €ven as the flowerets, by nocturnal chill,
g - ©Of whom the fame still in the world endures, *¢ . Wowed down and cloged, when the sun whitens them,
Q3% And shall endure, long-lasting as the world; 2 Tplift themselves all open on their Stems;
A friend of mine, and not the friend of fortune, Such I became with my exhausted strength,
Tipon the desert slope is So impeded And such good tourage to mp Heart there toursed,
Tipon Bis wap, that e has turned through terror, That 3 began, like an intrepid person:
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7y © she ompassionate, who succoured me,
QAnd courteous thou, who hast obeped so soon
d The words of truth which she abbressed to thee!
Thou hast mp heart so with desire disposed
T the adventure, with these words of thine,
That to mp first intent 3 have returned.
Pow go, for one gole will is in us both,
Thou Leaver, and thou Lord, andy Haster thou.
R Thus said 3 to him; and when he had moved,
3 entered on the deep and savage way.

3

5
Ne Ol '%x Through me the wap is to the city dolent;

1O Ne 48

1

Through me the way is to eternal dole;
Through me the wap ameng the people lost.
= Justice incited mp sublime €reator;
=" Created me divine ©mnipotence,
The bighest Wisbom and the primal Lave.
efore me there were no created things,
3, Onlp eterne, and I eternal last.
A hope abamdon, pe who enter in!
These words in sombre colour I beheld
Written upon the summit of a gate;
X Whenee I: Their sense is, Haster, hard to me!
“« Sind be to me, as one experienced:
FHere all suspicion needs must be abandoned,
30 " Al comardice must needs be here extine.
Ne 06 7Y, T We to the place have ome, where 3 have told thee
M Thou shalt behold the people bolorous
Who have foregone the good of intellect.
NeO7 u)w QAnd after he had [aid his hand on mine
35 A With jopful mien, whenee 3 was comforted,
' e [ed me in among the seceet things.
Ne 08 \,?{ There sighs, complaints, and ululations loud
‘fi .~ Resounded througl the air without a star,
% Whence 3, at the beginning, wept theceat.
Languages diverse, horrible dialects,
Hccents of anger, words of agony,
And voices high and hoarse, with sound of hands,
Mlade up a tumult that goes whirling on
For ever in that air for eber black,
45 Epen as the sand doth, when the whirlwind breathes.
Ne 1l QAnd 3, who had mp head with harror bound,
Said: Hlaster, what is this which now I hear?
X What folk ig this, which seems by pain So banguished?
Ne 12 ¥ Snd be to me: This miserable mode
5%, Maintain the melancholy souls of those
R Who lived withouten infamp or praise.
S5 & Commingled are thep with that caitiff thair
5 ©f @ngels, whs hase not rebellious been,
w3 Ror fithful were o Gob, but were for self.
The heavens expelled them, not to be [ess fair;
Por them the nethermore abyss receives,
A Jor glotp none the damned would have from them.
Ne ls% And I: © Master, what so grievous is

40 N2 09

Ne 10

Ne 13

To these, that maketh them lament so sore?
R e answered: 3 will tell thee berp brieflp.
These have no longer any hope of beath;
@And this blind life of theirs is so debased,
Thep envious are of euerp other fate.
Ne 17 o fame of them the world permits to be;
65 . Misericord and Justice both disdain them.
R et ug not speak of them, but look, and pass.
And 3, who looked again, beheld a banner,
Which, whirling vound, ran on so rapidly,
That of all pause it Seemed o me indignant;

Ne 16

Ne 4l
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Snd after it there came so long a train
7., ©f people, that I ne'er would have belicved
" That ever Death so manp had unbone.
™ When sonte among them 3 had recognised,
3 looked, and I beheld the shade of him
Who made through cowardice the great refusal.
’;Y Forthwith 3 comprehended, and was certain,
*" That this the sect was of the caitiff wretches
PHateful to od and to his enemies.
These miscreants, who never were alive,
Were naked, and were Stung exceedingly
FRp gadflies anbd by hornets that were there.
These did their faces irrigate with blood,
Which, with their tears mmmingled, at their fest
#Hp the disgusting worms was gathered up.
And when to gaing farther 3 betook me.
People 3 saw on a great river's bank;
Whence said I: Master, now bouchsate o me,
That I map know whs these are, and what law
Sflakes them appear So readp (o pass over,
Qs I discern athwart the duskp light.
Qb he to me: These hings shall all be known
To thee, as soon as we our footsteps sy
! @pon the dismal shore of Acheron.
Then with mine epes ashamed and downward cast,
Fearing mp words might irtksome be to him,
From speech refeained 3 Il we reached the river.
And lo! towards us coming in a boat
Sn ol man, hoary with the hair of eld,
@ rping: Woe unto pou, pe souls depraved!
#Hope nevermore to look upen the heavens;
© 3 come to [ead pou to the other shore,
To the eternal shades in Heat and frost.
Snb thou, that ponder standest, living soul,
Withoraw thee from these people, who are dead!
FBut when he saw that 3 did not withdraw,
#He said: By other waps, by other ports
- Thou to the shore shalt come, not here, for passage;
& Tighter vessel needs must carry thee.
. HAnd unto him the Guive: Yex thee not, €haron;
%, 3t is so willed there where is power to do
" That which is willed; and farther question not.
Thereat were quicted the fleecy cheeks
©f him the ferrpman of the libid fen,
Who round about hig epes had wheels of flame.
ZRut all those souls who weary were and naked
Their colour changed and gnashed their teeth together,
&g soon as thep had heard those cruel words.
3 &od thep and their i
The human race, the place, the time, the seed
©f their engendering and of their birth!
Thereafter all together thep drew back,
. FWitterly weeping, to the accursed shore,
WPich waiteth ebery man who fears not Gob.

i «T,l‘(_fg__'('ibamn the demon, with the cyes of glede,

FAeckoning to them, collects them all together,
+ FAeats with his oar whoever lags behind.
s in the autumn-time the leaves fall off,
Firstone and then another, Gl the branch
R Tnto the carth surrenders all its spoils;
% In similar wise the evil seed of HAdam
- Throw themselves from that margin one by one,
© At signals, as a bird unto its lure.

< ‘@‘5\0 thep depart across the dusky wabe,

" @b ere upon the other side they land,
% Again on this side a new troop assembles.

L p son, the courteous SMaster said to me,

QI those who perish in the wrath of God
=~ FHere meet together out of everp land;
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Ne 46
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Snd ready are they o pass o'er the river,
Because celestial Justice spurs them on,

R So that their fear is turned into degire.
This wap there neber passes a good soul;
And hence if Charon doth complain of thee,
Well mapst thou know now what his speech imports.
This being finished, all the dusk champaign
Trembled so violentlp, that of that terror
The reeollection bathes me still with sweat.
The Land of tears gave forth a blast of wind,
And fulminated a permilion light,

WPich overmastered in me evexrp sense,
And as a man whom sleep hath seized I fell.

Ne Ol ¥y TBroke the deep lethargy within mp head
20 = ’ A beavy thunder, so that I upstarted,

Ne 02

25Ne 03

2 Zike to a person who bp foree is wakened;
“s SAnd round about 3 moved mp rested eyes,
prisen erect, and steadfastly I gazed,

R To recognise the place wherein I was.
True is it, that upon the berge I found me
®f the abpsmal ballep dolorous,

That gathers thunder of infinite ululations.

Ne 0% ®bscure, profound it was, and nebulous,
o that by fixing on its depths mp sight
2

Ne 10

Pothing whateper I discerned therein.
et us descend now into the blind worl,
Wegan the Poet, pallid utterly;
3 will be fixst, and thou shalt second Be.
And 3, who of his colour was aware,
Said: FHow shall I come, if thou art afraid,
R o' rt wont to be a comfort to my fears?
And he to me: The anguish of the people
. ¥Who are below here in mp face vepicts
R Ehat pity which for terror thou hast taken.
YLet us go on, for the long wap impels us.
Thus He went in, and thus he mabde me enter
The foremogt circle that surrounds the abpss.
There, as it seemed to me from listening,
Were lamentations none, but onlp sighs,
That teemble made the everlasting air.
N Snd this arose from sorrow without torment,
. Which the crowds havd, that many were and great,
©f infants and of women and of men.
To me the Faster good: Thou dost not ask
What spirits these, which thou behaldest, are?
How will I have thee know, ere thou go farther,
Epat thep sinned nat; and if thep merit had,
Tis not enough, because thep had not baptism
Which is the portal of the Faith thou Boldest;
And if thep were before €hristianity,
Fin the right manner they adored not God;
And among sudh as these am I mpself.
TFor such defects, and not for other guilt,
** ¥ost are we and are onlp so far punished,
Tpat without hope we live on in Vesire.
% @reat grief seized on mp heart when this % heard,
Because some people of much worthiness
% 3 Bnew, who in that Limbo were Suspended.

Wegan I, with desive of being certain

Ne IG‘fIx Tell me, mp Master, tell me, thou mp Lord,
65 3

Ne 17

©f that Faith which o’crcometh eberp ervor,
% Came anp one by his own merit hence,
" ®r by another's, who was blessed thereafter?
And he, wWhHo understood my covert speed),

lhr(cuu |
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Ne 38

Heplied: 3 was a novice in this state,
When I saw hither come a Aightr Gne,
With sign of victorp incoronate.
Fence he drew forth the shade of the First Parent,
And that of his son Abel, and of Noah,
©f Aloses the [awgiver, and the obedient
R Abrabam, patriareh, and David, king,
%ﬁ‘ FHsrael with his father and pis children,
R And Rachel, for mhose sake he Bid g0 mueh,
“w End others many, and he made them blessed;
Y L., Snd thou must know, that earlier than these
" Hever were anp human spirits saved.
e eased not to advance because he spake,
FRut still were passing onward threugh the forest,
The forest, sap 3, of thick -crowded ghosts.
ot verp far as pet our way had gone
This sive the summit, when I saw a fire
R That overcame a hemisphere of darkness.
Y. Y We werea little distant from it still,
w%ﬁ: not so far that 3 in paxt discerned not
‘That honourable people held that place.
© thou who Honourest svery art and science,
g' Who may these be, which such great honour have,
That from the fashion of the rest it parts them?
And e to me: The honourable name,
That sounds of them above there in thy life,
" Wins grace in Heaven, that so advanees hem.
In the mean time a boice was heard by me:
I honour be to the pre-seminent Poet;
#His shade returns again, that was departed.
Hfter the voice had ceased and quiet was,
7., Four mightp shades 3 saw approaching us;
" Semblance had thep nor sorvowful nor glad.
To sap te me began mp gracious Haster:
.~ mim with that alchion in His hand beholy,
X ¥ho comes before the three, even as their lord.
fl}{‘ That one is PHomer, Poet sovereign;
> 3H5e who comes next is Horace, the satirist;
R° The third is Ovid, and the last is Lucan.
FWecause to cach of these with me applies
g The name that solitary voice proclaimed,
Thep do me honour, and in that do well.
Thus I beheld asgemble the fair school
©f that loxd of the song pre-eminent,
2 Who o'er the others like an cagle soars.
T When thep together had discoursed somewhat,
M@bw turned o me with signs of salutation,
¥ Qnd on beholding this, mp Master smiled;
W And more of honour still, mudh more, thep did me,
/5%, In that thep made me one of their own band;
R So that the sixth was I, 'mid so much wit.
%‘T Thus we went on as far as to the light,
.. Things saping 'tis becoming to Keep silent,
% ds was the saping of them where 3 was.
Y. T We came unto a noble astie’s foot,
"%y Seven times encompassed with lofty walls,
Defended round by a fair rivulet;
ZY Y This we passed over even as firm ground;
7} Through portals seven 3 entered with these Sages;
We came into a meadow of fresh vewdure.
FPeople were there With solemn epes and slow,
©f great authority in their countenance;
Thep spake but seldom, and with gentle boices.
Thus we withdrew ourselves upon one sive
Fnto an opening luminous and lofty,
So that they all of them were vigible.
There opposite, upsn the green enamel,
Were pointed out to me the mighty spirits,
Whom to have seen I feel myself exalted.




3 saw Electra with companions manyp, When thep arrive before the predpice,
Songst whom I Enew both Hector and HAeneas, ’ There are the shrieks, the plaints, and the laments,
Caesar in armour with gerfalton epes; 3 > There thep blaspheme the puissance divine.
3 gaw Camilla and Penthesilea 3 understood that unts such a torment
®n the other side, and saw the Ring Latinus, 5 The carnal malefactors were condemned,
© Who with Lavinia his daughter sat; = ~ Who reason subjugate to appetite.
Neda3 £ 3 saw that Brutus who drove Tarquin forth, And as the wings of starlings bear them on
I Tucretia, Julia, Harcia, and Cornelia, In the old season in large band and full,
" Qnd saw alone, apart, the Saladin. 5 * $o doth that biast the spirits maledict;
LONe 447y, 7 When I had Lifted up mp brows a little, 3 . 3t bither, thither, downward, upward, drives them;
B A The Faster I beheld of those who know, 3 R0 hope both comfort them for ebermore,
it with his philosophic family. " ot of repose, but even of lesser pain.
Ned5 . Hgaze upon him, and all vo him Honour. TN e Snd as the cranes go chanting forth their laps,
A‘t Ehere 3 bebeld both Socrates and Plato, ¥z /% &7 SHaking in air a long line of themselves,
15 R Whe nearer him before the others stand; R So saw I coming, uttering lamentations,
Ne 462 Memocritus, who puts the world on chanee, | T % Shadows borne onward by the aforesaid stress.
‘BWisgenes, Anaxagoras, and Thales, > N " Whereupon saiv I: Master, who are those
R Zeno, €mpedocles, and Heraclitus; 5 People, whom the black air so astigates?
Ne a7 ©f gualities 3 saw the good mllector, Ne1s *ﬁ:i; '{ The first of those, of whom intelligence
% - Hight Dioscarides; and Orpheus saw 3, 20 i -, Thou fain wouldst have, then said he unto me,
Tully and Livp, and moral Seneca, R° The empress was of many languages.
Eudlid, geometrician, and Ptolemp, Tao sensual bices she was so abandoned,
© @alen, Thippocrates, and Avicenna, That lustful she made licit in her law,
Averroes, who the great Comment made. - To remobe the blame to whidy she had been led.
25Ne 49 3 cannot all of them pourtray in full, £ LYy She is Semivamis, of whom we read
Becauge so drives me onward the long theme, > g " That she succecded Ninusg, and was his spouse;
X That manp times the word comes short of fact. She held the land which now the Sultan rules.
Ne 50 oY The sixfold company in two divides; = ° The next is she who Rilled herself for love,
'=E QAnother way myp sapient Guide conducts me And broke faith with the ashes of Sichacus;
30 ©  ZForth from the quiet to the air that trembles; ; x Then Eleopatra the voluptuous.
And to a place I come where nothing shines. S & Belen 3 saw, for whom so manp ruthless
A - Seasons revolved; and saw the great Achilles,
Who at the last hour combated with Love.
Paris I saw, Tristan; and more than a thousand
Shades Did he name and point out with his finger,
A Whom Eove had separated from our life.
f’i*{ Thus 3 descended out of the first cirele . e Efter that 3 had listened to mp Teacher,
v,

Ne 51

Wown to the Secnd, that les's space begirds, S¥7, Paming the dames of eld and cavaliers,
And so much greater dole, that goads to wailing. R Pitp prevailed, and ¥ was nigh bewildered.
There stanvet)h) Minos Horribly, and snarls; % HAuv 3 began: © Poet, willingly
Examines the ions at the 3 % L Speak would 3 to those two, Whe go tegether,
Yudges, and gends according as he givds him. R Qnb seem upon the wind to be so light.
3 sap, that when the spirit ebil-born 5 Qnd, he to me: Thou'lt mark, when thep shall be
. Cometh before him, wholly it confesses; ¥ /557, Peaver to us; and then do thou implore them
" Qnd this biseriminator of transgressions . 45 R 1By lobe which leadeth them, and thep will come.
> Seeth what place in Hell is meet for it; - Ne27 i.‘ﬁénnn as the wind in our divection swaps them,

" @irds himself with his tail as many times . Sy voice uplift I: © pe wearp souls!
s grades he wishes it should be thrust down. €ome speak to us, if no one interdicts it.
NeO5 Fjw Slwaps before him many of them stand; B Ne28 Qs turtle-dobes, talled snmard by desire,
%k Thep go by turns each one unto the judgment; B 50 £ With open and steadp wings to the sweet nest
R Thep speak, and hear, and then are downward hurled. " Iy through the air by their volition borne,
Ne 06 .. ® thou, that to this dolorous hostelry o Ne29 ¥ > So came they from the band where Wido is,
Comest, said Finos to me, when he saw me, " Approaching us athwart the air malign,
< Ueaving the practice of so great an office, S0 strong was the affectionate appeal.
ook how thou enterest, and in whom thou trustest; R 55 Ne 30 ., @ libing creature gracious and benignant,
et not the portal's amplitude deceive thee. < % “ ¥ho visiting goest through the purple air
~ SAnd unto him mp Guide: WPy wicst thou too? R s, whs have stained the world incarnadine,
Ne0S Ty Do not impede his journep fate -ordained; 4 Ne 3l Y. Ifwere the Ring of the Eniverse our friend,
'-.' " 3t is so willed there where is power to Do i ., We would prap unto him to give thee peace,
2 That which is willed; and ask no further question. . 2" Singe thou hast piy on our woe perverse.
Ne 09 Qnd now begin the dolesome notes to grow Ne32 ., ©f what it pleases thee to hear and speak,
Hubible unto me; now am I come : % ~That will we hear, and we will speak o pou,
There where much lamentation strikes upon me. 4 While silent is the wind, as itis now.
Ne 10 3 came into a place mute of all light, < % Sitteth the citp, wherein I was bomn,
65 Which bellows as the sea does in a tempest, X " Tpon the sea-shore where the Po deseends
3£ by opposing winds 't is combated. ‘ To rest in peace with all his retinue.
Ne 1l Ehe infernal hurricane that never rests 3 % Love, that on gentle heart doth swiftly seize,
Hurties the spivits onward in its rapine; S Seized this man for the person beautiful
Whirling them round, and smiting, it molests them- % That was ta'en from me, and still the mode offends me.




Toue, that exempts no one beloved from loving, Snd mp Conductor, with his spans extended,
Seized me with pleasure of this man so stwongly, /5577, Took of the earth, and with his fists well filled,
That, as thou seest, it doth not pet Yesert me; : 3¢ threw it into those rapacious gullets.
Tobe has conducted us unto one death; Yoy Sudh as that bog i<, who by barking craves,
Caina waiteth him who quenched our life! o = ggnh queiet grows soon as his food he gnatws,
THhese words were borne along from them to us. s = For to devour it he but thinks and struggles,
Qs soon as 3 had heard those souls tormented, The like became those mussles filth -begrimed
-, 3 botwed myp face, and so long held it down ®f Cerberus the demon, who so thunders
R intil the Poet said to me: What thinkest? S ©ver the souls that they would fain be deak.
1O Ne 38 7y, T When 3 made answer, 3 began: Alas! ; o] ~ We passed across the shadows, which subdues
4 A Fow manp pleasant thoughts, how much desire, 2 %y The heavp rain-storm, and we placed sur feet
Y Conducted these unto the dolorous pass! Tipon their vanity that person seems.
Ne 39 ‘}iﬁ(‘ Ehen unto them I turned me, and I spake, & ] Ehep all were [ping prone upon the earth,
And 3 began: Thine agonies, Francesa, % o € xeepting one, who sat upright as soon
%R°  Sab and ompassionate to weeping make me. R° s he beheld us passing on before him.
Ne 40 37 ZHut tell me, at the time of those sweet sighs, | T N @ thou that art conducted through this Hell,
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x Bp what and in what manner Eobe congeded, ¥ e said to me, recall me, if thou anst;
X That you should know peur dubious desires? 5 Thpself wast made before I was unmade.
5 @nd she to me: There is no greater sorrow &7 And ¥ to him: The anguish which thou hast
"' Than to be mindful of the Happp time /5%, Perhaps doth draw thee out of mp remembrance,
In miserp, and that thy Teadher knows. ' S0 that it seems not 3 have ever Seen thee.
But, if to recognise the earliest root Ne16+F ZRut tell me who thou art, that in so boleful
y, ©f love in us thou hastso great desire, Q’( place act put, and in such punishment,
% will do sven as he who weeps and speaks. 22% If some are greater, none is so displeasing.
25Ne 43 777y ©ne dap we reading were for our delight 25Ne L7 £WCs SAnd he to me: Thy dtp, which is full
g ©f Launcelot, how Lobe did him enthral. 3 ‘Af ©f enby so that now the sack runs ober,
“RSF Alone we were and without anp fear. R Held me within it in the life Serene.
Ne 422y "y Full manp a time our epes together drew & o = Pou citizens were wont to call me Ciaceo;
"S5 That reading, and drove the colour from our faces; Ffor the pernicious sin of gluttonpy
But one point only was it that o' ercame us. ; X~ 3, as thau seest, am battered by this rain.
T When as we read of the much-longed-for smile o = QAny A, sad soul, am not the onlp one,
TBeing by such a noble lover kissed, /5%, For all these suffer the like penalty
This one, wHo ne'er from me shakl be divided, " For the like sin; and word no more spake he.
Ne 467 { FRissed me upon the mouth all palpitating. R 3 answered him: Ciaceo, thy wretchedness
35

@saleotto was the hook and he who wrote it. $ .. Weighs on me so that it to weep invites me;
X That dap no farther did we read therein. X FBut tell me, if thou Enowest, to what shall come
Ne 47 "w @nd all the while one spirit uttered this, . Nez21 ‘.(‘ The dtizens of the divided rity;
-2, ©he other one Bid weep so, that, for pitp, fl 3t anp there be just; and the occasion
R 3 swooned awap as if I had been dping, Tell me why so much discord has assailed it.
QAnd fell, even as a dead body falls. % 4O Ne 22 « And he to me: Thep, after long contention,
% Wl ome to bloodshed; and the rustic party
W drive the other out with much offence.
Then afterwards behoves it this one fall
Within three suns, and rise again the other
% Wy foree of him who now is on the mast.
NeOl £ At the return of consciousness, that elosed - High will it hold its forehead a long while,
A IBefore the pity of those two relations, 4 7 Reeping the other under heavy burdens,
" Which utterly with sadness had confused me, b & R< Howe'er it weeps thereat and is indignant.
Ne 02 R ew torments I behold, and nelw tormented AL The just are fwo, and are not undersood there;
50 . Around me, whichsoeser way I move, £ €nop and Arrogance and SAvarice
R And whichsocher wapy 3 turn, and gaze. 3 QAre the three sparks that have all hearts enkindled.
Ne 03 In the third drele am 3 of the rain o Pere ended he his tearful utterance;
Eternal, maledict, and cold, and heavp; And ¥ to him: I mish thee still to teach me,
3its law and guality are never new. % A And make a gift to me of further speech.
Huge hail, and water sombre-Hued, and snow, ¢ e Ffarinata and Teggbiaio, once so worthy,
- Athwart the tenebrous air pour down amain; 8% Jacopo Rusticucei, Arrigo, and RAlosea,
Roisome the eart) is, that veceiveth this. R And others who on good deeds set their thoughts,
% Cerberus, monster cruel and uncoutp, 4 ¥ Sap where thep ave, and cause that ¥ may know them;
With his three gullets like a dog is barking < Ifor great desive onstraineth me to learn
©ner the people that are there submerged. < : 3t THeaven doth sweeten them, or Fell envenom.
Red epes he has, and unctuons beard and black, And he: Thep are among the blacker souls;
N Snd belly large, and armed with claws his hands; . =%z, A vifferent sin downweighs them to the bottom;
#He rends the spirits, flaps, and quarters them. " 3f thou <o far descendest, thou canst see then.
Towl the rain maketh them like unto dogs; 3 FRut when thou art again in the Sweet world,
- ©ne gide they make a shelter for the other; 3 pray thee to the mind of athers bring me;
©ft turn th Ioes the hed X No more I tell thee and no more I answer.

‘&i‘ When Cerberus pereeived us, the great worm! : ° %,Y Then his straightforward epes he turned askance,
2 v,

His mouths he opened, and displaped his tusks; Eped me a little, and then bowed his head;
ot a limb had he that was motionless. 3He foll therewith prone like the other blind.
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Qnd the GSuide said to me: He wakes no more
This side the sound of the angelic trumpet;
* When shall approach the hostile Potentate,
Each one shall find again his dismal tomb,
Shall reassume hig flesh and his own figure,
Shall hear what through cternity ve-echoes.
> S0 We passed onward o'er the filthy mixture
" ©f shadows and of rain with footsteps slow,
™ Touching a little on the future life.
LONe 3577, T Wherefore 3 said: Master, these torments here,
w WL thep increase after the mighty sentence,
Y ®r Iesser be, or will thep be as burning?
Ne 36 )« Sndhe to me: Return unto thy scientce,
/555, Whidh wills, that as the thing move perfect is,
15 3 The more it feels of pleasure and of pain.
Ne 37 HAlbeit that this people maledict
To true pexfection never @an atain,
$Hereatter more than now thep ook to be.
Ne 38 Round in a circle bp that road we went,
20 Spraking much more, which I do not repeat;
X We ame unto the point where the descent is;
Ne 30 §F There we found Plutus the great enemp.

{Pape Satan, Pape Satan, Sleppe!
~ Thus Plutus with his ducking boice began;
Qnd that benignant Sage, who all things knew,
> Said, o enourage me: et not thy fear
FHarm thee; for any power that he map have
Shall not prepent thy going down this crag.
Then he turned round unto that blsated lip,
And said: We silent, thou accursed wolf;
@Consume within thpself with thine swn rage.
ot causeless is this journep to the abpss;
. ©hus is it willed on high, where Sichael wrought
R Yengeance upon the proud adultery.
€ven as the sails inflated by the wind
Fnvolved together fall when snaps the mast,
X So fell the cruel monster o the carth.
Ne 06“3“ Thus we descended into the fourth chasm,
L @aining still farther on the dolesome shore
45 Which all the woe of the universe insacks.
Ne 07 > Justice of God, ah! who heaps up so many
~EY Hew toils and sufferings as 3 beheld?
7 Qnd why doth our tranggression waste us so?
NeOS ¥ s doth the billow there upon Charpbdis,
A That breaks itself on that which it encounters,
R S0 Pere the folk must dance their roundelap.
Ne 097y ere saw I people, more than elsewhere, manp,
3 - ©n one side and the other, with great howls,
Rolling weights forward by main force of chest.
Thep clashed together, and then at that point
Each one turned backward, rolling retrograde,

Crring, Whp keepest? and, Whp squandersst thou?

Thus thep returned along the [urid circle
©n cither hand unto the spposite point,
ing their ful metre
Then each, when he arrived there, wheelel about
Through his half-circle to another joust;
X And 3, who had mp heart pierced as it mere,
g}(‘ Exclaimed: Hp Master, now declare to me
“" What people these are, and if all were cerks,
These shaben crowns upon the left of us.
And he to me: Al of them were asquint
I intellect in the first life, so much
That there with measure thep no spending made.
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'gg@(nrly enough their voices bark it forth,
" Whene'er thep reach the two points of the civcle,
Where sunders them the opposite defect.
¥or Clerks those were who no hairy wovering
FHave on the head, and Popes and Cardinals,
3 In whom doth Avarice practise its excess.
. Amd I: Kp Master, among such as these
/%=, 3 ought farsooth to recognise some few,
" ¥Who were infected with these maladies.
And he to me: Yain thought thou entertainest;
7, The undiscerning life which made them sordid
" Row makes them unto all Biscernment dim.
Forever shall thep come to thes'e two buttings;
These from the sepulchre shall rise again
With the fist tlosed, and these with tresses shorn.
. 3 giving and ill Reeping the fair workx
FBave ta'en from them, and placed them in this scuffle;
Whate'ex it be, no words adorn I for it.
Now anst thou, Son, behold the transient farce
, ©f goods that are committed unto Fortune,
- For which the human race each other buffet;
Ne22 Tor all the golb that is beneath the moon,
©r cver has been, of these weary souls
2 Eould neber make a single one repose.
25 Ne 23 0.0 Mlaster, I said to him, now tell me also
=" What ig this Fortune which thou speakest of,
That has the world's goods so within its clutehes?
Ne22 Zj. And he to me: @ creatures imbecile,
by =7, What ignorance is this which doth beset pou?
30 Now will ¥ have thee learn mp judgment of her.
3 He whose omniscience eperpthing transcends
The heavens created, and gave who should guide hem,
‘That everp part to ebery part may shine,
Ne 26+ Distributing the light in equal measure;
35 FHe in like manner to the mundane splendours
2 ©rdained a general ministress and guide,
Ne27 ?{“Ehat she might thange at times the emptp treasures
"S> " IFrom race to race, from one blood to another,
A Wepond resistance of all juman wisvom.
40 Ne 28 +Y Therefore one people triumphs, and another
2B Tanguishes, in pursuance of her judgment,
Which hidden is, as in the grass a serpent.
Bour has no against her;
She makes provision, judges, and pursues
Fer governance, as theirs the other gods.
Her permutations have not anp truee;
= ity makes ber precipil
o often cometh who his turn obtains.
QAnd this is she who is go crucified
Even by those whe ought to give her praige,
&iving her blame amiss, and bad repute.
FBut she is blissful, and she hears it not;
Among the other primal creatures gladsome
She turns ber sphere, and blissful she rejoices.
et us descend notw unto greater wWoe;
Hlready sinks cach star that was ascending
When I set gut, and loitering is forbidden.
T We crossed the civele o the other bank,
A4 Pear to a fount that boils, and pours itself
Hlong a gully that runs sutof it.
oY The water was more sombre fav than perss;
i E And we, in companp with the dusky waves,
A Slabe entrance downward by a path uncouth.
A marsh it makes, which has the nanre of Stpx,
Co., This teistful brooklet, when it has degended
“Doton to the foat of the malign grap shores.
Qnd 3, who stood intent upon beholving,
Saw people mud-besprent in that [agoon,
QI of them naked and with angry look.
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Thep smote each other not alone with hands,
But with the head and with the breast and feet,
Teaving cach other piecemeal with their teeth.
Said the good Hlaster: Son, thou now beholbest
The souls of those whom anger svercame;

™ QAnd likewise I would have thee know for certain

Weneath the water people are who sigh

QAnd make this water bubble at the surface,

Qs the eye tells thee wheresoe'er it turns.

TFixed in the mire they sap, 'We sullen were

3n the sweet air, which by the sun is gladdened,
TWearing within surselves the sluggish reek;
How we are sullen in this sable mive.'

Epis hymn do thep keep gurgling in their throats,

R For with unbroken words thep cannot sap it.

Thus we went gircling round the filthp fen
A greatare 'twixt the drp bank and the smamp,
With epes turned unto those who gorge the mire;

Tnto the foot of & tower we came at {ast.

3 sap, continuing, that long before
We to the foot of that high toter had come,

° ©ur epes went upward to the summit of it,

#Bp reason of two flamelets we saw placed there,

y And from afar another answer them,
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&o far, that hardlp could the epe attain it.
Qnb, to the sea of all Biscernment turned,

3 said: ¥What sapeth this, and what respondeth
That other fire? and who are thep that mave it?
And he to me: Herwss the turbid waves

¥hat is expected thou anst nom diseern,

3f reck of the morass eonceal it not.

Cord never shot an arrow from itself

That sped awap athwart the air so swift,

HAs 3 beheld a verp little boat

Come o'er the water tow'tvs us at that moment,

‘Enber the guidance of a single pilot,

Who shouted, Now art thou arrived, fell soul?
Phlegras, Phlegras, thou criest out in bain
For this once, said mp Lord; thou shalt not have us
Longer than in the pagsing of the slough.

A< he who listens to some great deceit

That has been done to hin, and then resents it,
Such became Phleapas, in his gathered wrath.
Sy Guide descended down into the boat,

QAnd then he mave me enter after him,

QAnd only when I entered seemed it [aden.
Soon as the Guide and 3N were in the boat,
The antigue prow goss on its wap, dividing
fHore of the water than "tis wont with others.
While we were running through the dead canal,

S5SNI T
25 ‘Tprose in front of me one full of mive,
Y SAnd said, ¥ho 't thou that comest eve the hour?
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Qnd 3 to him: Hithough 3 come, I stap not;
FBut who act thou that hast become so squalid?
Thou seest that I am one who weeps, he answered.
And 3 to him: With weeping and with wailing,
‘Thou spirit maledict, do thou remain;

For thee 3 know, though theu art all defiled.
Then stretched he both his hands unto the boat;
Whereat my wary Faster thrust him back,
Saping, way there with the other dogs!
Thereafter with his arms fe clasped my neck;
e kissed my face, and said: Wisdainful soul,
TBlessed be she whs bore thee in her bosom.

&

That was an arrogant person in the worl;
$Soodness is none, that decks his memorp;

So likewise here his shade is furious.

FHow many are esteemed great kings up there,
Who here shall be like unto swine in mire,
Leaving behind them horrible dispraiges!

And I: Ky Master, much should 3 be pleased,

JE%, 3t B coulds see him soused into this broth,
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Fefore we issue forth out of the lake.
Snd he to me: €re unto thee the shore

., Weveal itself, thou shalt be satisfied:

Such a desire 'tis meet thou shouldst enjop.
& Tittle after that, 3 saw such haver

77, SHlave of him bp the people of the mire,

That still 3 praise and thank mp God for it.
Thep all were shouting, At Philippe Argenti!

. And that exasperate spirit Florentine

‘Turned round upon Himself with his swon teeth.

= We left him there, and mare of him 3 tell not;

FRut on mine ears there smote a lamentation,
Whence forward I intent unbar mine epes.

Hnd the good FHaster said: Even now, mp Son,
The ity draweth near whose name is Wis,

R With the grave citizens, with the great throng.

&t

And ¥: Its mosques alreadp, Master, dearlp

7., Within there in the vallep I discern

54,

- Vermilion, ag if issuing from the fire
They were. And he to me: The fire eternal
That kindles them within makes them [ook red,
s thou beholdest in this nether Hyell.
Then we arrived within the moats profound,
That dircumoallate that disconsolate ciw;
The walls appearsd w me to Be of iron.
Rot without making first a circuit wive,

A We came unto a place where loud the pilot

Cried out to us, Webark, here is the entrance.
Slore than a thousand at the gates I saw

=" @ut of the Weavens rained down, whs angrily

Were saping, o is this that without death
&oes through the kingdom of the people dead?
S nd mp sagacious FHlaster made a sign

Of wishing secretly to speak with them.

4 little then they quelled their great disdain,
S nd said: Come thou alone, and he begone
Who has so bodIy entered these vominions.
et him return alone by his mad road;

Try, if he can; for thau shalt here remain,
Who hast escorted him through such dark regions.
Think, Reader, if 3 was discom forted

At utterance of the accursed mords;

Jor never to veturn here I belicoed.

Ne 33 ., ® mp bear Guide, who more than seven times
§ Zast rendered me security, and Brawn me
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IFrom imminent pevil that before me stood,
Do not desert me, said I, thus undone;

Anv if the going farther be denied us,

et us vetrace aur steps together swiftlp.
Hnd that Lord, who had led me thitherward,
Said unto me: Fear not; because sur passage
Pone can take from us, it by Such is given.
ZRut here await me, and thp wearp spivit
Comfort and nourish with a better hope;
Forin this nether world 3 will not leabve thee.

‘(’:‘g‘m onward goes and there abandons me

; Ay Father sweet, and I remain in doubt,
For No and Pes within my Hhead contend.
3 could not hear what he proposed to them;
ZRut with them there he Bid not linger long,
Ere each within in rivalry ran back.




Thep closed the portals, those our adbersaries,
©n mp Loxd's breast, who had vemained without S
And turned to me with footsteps fav between. 3 R_A-That I for dread presged cloge unto the Poet.
s epes tast bown, his forehead shorn had he Sledusa come, So e to stone will change him!
©f all its boldmess, and he said, with sighs, . d= AU shouted looking down; in ebil hour
Who hag denied to me the bolesome Houses? = Avenged we not on Theseus his assaultt
And unto me: Thou, becanse I am angry, ] Turn thyself round, and Keep thine epes close shut,
., Fear not, for ¥ will conguer in the trial, ., Forif the Gorgon appear, and thou shouldst see it,
R Whatever for defence within be planned. S 120 more returning upward would there be.
Thig arrogance of theirs is nothing new; 3 Thus said the Fagter; and he turned me ound
Jfor once thep used it at less secret gate, 2 Bimself, and trusted not unto mp hands
R Whidh finds itself without a fastening stll. o far as not to blind me with his awn.
®'er it Didst thou behold the ead inscription; o ® ye who have undistempered intelledts,
SAnd now this side of it Deseends the steep, @bserve the doctrine that conceals itself
Passing across the tireles without escort, : FWeneath the veil of the mpsterious verses!
Ne aq ,, 77y ®ne by whose means the citp shall be opened. | v 3 QAnd now there came across the turbid waves
7 7, The dangour of a sound with terror fraught,
. ecause of which both of the margins trembled;
> ;. s ot otherwise it was than of a wind
g;‘ T N 7 . Impetuous on account of aduerse Peats,
; A That smites the forest, and, without restraint,
That hue which cowarbice brought sut on me, Ne 24 ‘fi ‘.3(‘ The branches rends, beats bown, anb bears away;
Weholing mp Conductor backward turn, s . Right onward, laben with dust, it goes superh,
Sooner repressed within him his new colour. "R Snd puts to Hight the wild beasts and the shepherds.
THe stopped attentive, [ike @ man who listens, 25 Ne 25 Y07 Aline epes e loosed, and said: Direet the nerbe
- Wecause the epe could not conducet him far ? 35 ©f pigion now along that ancient foam,
Through the black air, and through the heavy fog. There ponder where that smoke is most intense.
Still it behoveth us to win the fight, & Eyen as the frogs before the hostile serpent
Wegan he; €lse... Such offered us herself... = Aeross the water scatter all abroad,
@ how 3 long that some one here arrive! : XA Wntil each one is Buddled in the earth.
Well 3 perceied, as soon as the beginning ° > More than a thousand ruined souls I saw,
1He covered up with what came afterward, <¥= Thus fecing from before one who on foot
Tpat thep were words guite different from the first; X~ Was passing o'er the Stpx mith soles unwet.
78ut none the less his saping gave me fear, = IFrom off his face he fanned that unctuous air,
x Hecause 3 carried out the broken phrase, N Waving his left hand oft in front of him,
IPerhaps to a worse meaning than e had. S nd onlp with that anguish seemed he weary.
Fnto this bottom of the doleful conch . ~¥ell 3 pereeived one sent from Heaven was be,
Doth anp e'er deseend from the first grade, %ﬁnn ® the Saster turned; and he mave sign
Which for its pain has snlp hope cut off2 R That I should guict stand, and bow before hint.
This ion put 3; and he me: i 5 Ah! how disdainful he appeared to me!
Selbom it wmes to pass that one of us e ZHe reached the gate, and with a little rod
Maketh the journey upon which I go. e opened it, for there was no registance.
Ne OS ‘fijx True is it, once before I here below % ® banished out of Heaven, prople despised!
45 <

Was onjured by that pitiless Erictho, Thus he began upon the horrid threshob;
Who summoned back the shades unto their bodies. 5 45 ' Whente is this arrogance within pou wuched?
Paked of me short mhile the flesh had been, > Ne 32 T Wherefore recalcitrate against that will,
IBefore within that wall she made me enter, 4 W FFrom which the end can never be cut off,
. To bring a gpirit from the drde of Judas; . 4 ¥ And which has many times increased paur pain?
‘{' That is the lowest region and the darkest, AL Ne ssw IPat helpet) it to butt against the fates?
. Snd farthest from the heaven which cireles all. R 50 Bour ECerberus, if pou remember well,
Well know 3 the wap; therefore be reassured. s Y For that still bears his chin and gullet peeled.
Epis fen, which a provigious stench exhales, o Ne 3¢ =¥ Then he returned along the mirp road,
Engompasses about the city dolent, B E .. And spake no word to us, but had the look
Where now we annot enter without anger. “%° ©f one whom other are constrains and goavs
FRecause mine epe had altogether drawn me And we our feet directed tow'rds the citw,
% Tow'rds the high tower with the red-flaming summit, After those holp words all confident.
Y Where in @ moment saw ¥ swift uprisen 3 = Within we entered without anp contest;
The three infernal Furies stained with blood, £ Snd ¥, who inclination had to see
¥ Who had the limbs of women and their mien, ¢ ¥ What the tondition such a fortress halds,
Qnd with the greenest hrdras were begirt; 'ggsmn as 3 was within, tast vound mine epe,
Small serpents and cerastes were their tresses, : SAnd see on everp hand an ample plain,
Wheretith their horrid temples Wwere entiwined. 2 Full of distress and torment terrible.
QAnd he who well the handmaids of the Queen o Y~ €ven as at Arles, where stagnant grows the Nhone,
©f everlasting lamentation knew, ¢ €oen as at Pola near to the Quarnaro,
Said unto me: Rehold the fieree Erinnps. A That shuts in Italy and bathes its borders,
Epis is Megaera, on the left-hand sive; 2 The sepulehres make all the place uneven;
She who is weeping on the right, Alecto; N P So [ikewise dd thep theve on ebery side,
Tisiphone is between; and then was silent. 3 Saving that there the manner was more bitter;

SAnd more he said, but not in mind 3 have it; iy 55 Ne %‘fi‘t Than that of him who in his presence is;
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That ivon more so asks not any art.

Nedl Fjrw Sllof their coverings uplifted were,
05 Ajﬂ And from them issued forth such dive laments,
" Sosth seemed thep of the wretched and tonmented.
Ned2 Iy And 3: Klp Master, what are all those people
/=% Who, having sepulture within those ombs,
R flake themselves audible by doleful sighs?
.« @nd Be to me: Were are the WMeresiarehs,
L7, With their digtples of all sects, and much
R Fore than thou thinkest laven are the ombs.
Here like together with its like is buried;
And more and [ess the monuments are Heated.
And when be to the right had turned, we passed
FRetween the orments and high parapets.

How snward goses, along a narrow path
. Weteen the torments and the dty wall,
Ry Haster, and I follow at his back.
25Ne 02 ., 755% © power supreme, that througl these impious civeles
Turnest me, 3 began, as pleases thee,
¥ Speak to me, and mp longings satisfy;
Ne 03 ‘513(‘ The people who are [ping in these tombs,
Mlight thep be seen? already are uplifted
30 The covers all, and no one Geepeth guard.
And He to me: Thep all will be closed up
When from Jehoshaphat thep shall return
R f0ere with the bodies they have left above.
Their cemetery have upon this side
With Epicurus all his followers,
Who with the body mortal make the soul;
#But in the guestion thou dost put to me,
% Within here shalt thou seon be satisfied,
QAnb likewise in the wish thou keepest silent.
w And 3: Good Leader, I but keep oncealed
v, IFrom thee mp beaxt, that I map speak the less,
' Hor only now hast thou theret disposed me.
™y ® Tustan, thou who through the citp of fire
' @oest alive, thus speaking modestly,
X e pleased to stap thy footsteps in this place.
Thy mode of speaking makes thee manifest
A native of that noble fatherland,
X To which perhaps I too molestiul was.
Ne 10 lpon a sudden issued forth this sound
50 " IFrom out one of the tombs; wherefore I pressed,
X Fearing, a little neaver to mp I eader.
Ne 11 "« @nd unto me he said: Turn thee; what dost thou?
.. TWehold there Favinata who has risen;
R From the waist upwards wholly shait thou see him.
55 Ne 12 % 3 bab alveady fixed mine epes on his,
And he uprose evect with breast and front
R° €'en as if Hell he had in great vespite.
Ne 13 ) And with courageous hands and prompt mp Leader
A Thrust me hetween the sepulchres towards him,
R Exclaiming, Eet thy words explicit be.
Ne14 e s soon as ¥ was at the foot of his tomb
/ Somewhat he eped me, and, as if disvainful,
R Then asked of me, Who were thine ancestors?
Ne 15 %, who desirous of obeping was,
65 @oncealed it not, but all revealed o him;
Whereat he raised his brows a little upmard.
Ne 16 Ehen said he: Fiereely adverse have thep been
To mie, and to my fathers, and my pary;
&0 that two seperal times 3 scattered thenr.
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3t they were banished, thep returned on all sides,
3 answered him, the fivst time and the second;
ZRut pours have not acquired that art avight.
Then there uprose upon the sight, uncobered
Dotwn to the chin, a shadow at his gide;
3 think that he had risen on his knees.
Round me he qazed, as if solicitude
% 7He had to see if some one else were with me,
X But after his suspicion was all spent,
> ¥eeping, he said to me: If through this blind
IBrison thou goest by loftiness of genius,
Where is mp son? and why is he not with thee?
Ne2l ¥} Snd 3 to him: I come not of myself;
/582 e who is waiting ponder Ieads me here,
Whom in disvain perhaps pour Guids had.
Fbis language and the mode of punishment
- Already unto me had read his name;
©n that acount my answer was o full.
Tp starting suddenlp, he cricd out: How
- Saivst thou, he had? s he not sll alive?
Does not the sweet light strike upon his epes?
~ ¥hen he became aware of some delay,
WPich 3 before mp answer made, supine
e fell again, and forth appeared no mors.
FRut the other, magnanimous, at mhose desire
3 had remained, did not his aspet change,
Peither his neck he mobed, nor bent his side.
<nd if, continuing pis first diseourse,
7, Thep have that art, he said, not learned aright,
" That more tormenteth me, than doth this bed.
TWut fifty times shall not rekindled be

Ere thou shalt Enswo how heavy is that art;
Snd as thou wouldst to the sweet world return,
7., Sap why that people is so pitiless
A qainst mp race in each one of its laws?
Ne 299y, Y Whence 3 to him: The slaughter and great arnage
g WPich have with crimson stained the Aebia, cause
R Such otisons in our temple to be made.

Qfter his head he with a sigh had shaken,

There 3 was not alone, he said, nor surely
Without a cause hab with the others moved.

Ne 317 FRut there I was alone, where eberp one
s g ’ Congented to the laping waste of Florence,
45

2 e who defended her with open face.
Ne 32 QB! so hereafter map pour seed repose,
5% 3 bim entreated, solve for me that knot,
“Which bas entangled mp tonceptions here.
Ne 33 . ¥t seems that pou can see, if 3 hear rightly,
50 . Weforehand whatsoe'er time brings with it,
X And in the present have another mode.
Ne 3¢ ¥ We see, like those who have imperfect sight,
' The things, he said, that distant are from us;
S0 much still shines on us the Sovereign Ruler.
55N 35 7 T When they draw near, or are, is wholly vain
: ©ur intellect, and if none brings it o us,
Pot anpthing know we of pour human state.
FHence thou canst understand, that wholly dead
- Wl be our Gnowledge from the moment when
The portal of the future shall be closed.
Ne 37 '}i‘( Then 3, as if compunctious for mp fault,
Saib: Row, then, pou will tell that fallen one,
That still his son is with the living joined.
Qnbd if just now, in answering, ¥ was dumb,
=, Tell him I did it because I was thinking
 Qlready of the error pou have solbed me.
And now mp Haster was recalling me,
U2, Wherefore more eagerly 3 praped the spirit
“That he would tell me who was with him there.




e said: With more than a thousand here I lig;
Within here is the second Frederick,
HAnd the Cardinal, and of the rest I speak not.
Thereon he Hid himself; and I towards
The ancient poet turned mp steps, veflecting
Tpon that saping, whic) seemed hostile to me.
FHe mobed along; and aftermard thus going,

" e said to me, Whp art thou so bewildered?
Qnd ¥ in his inguiry satisfied him.
et memorp preserve what thou hast heard
QA gainst thyself, that Sage commanded me,
QAnd now attend here; and He raised his finger.

o ®f her whose beauteous epes all things befold,
¥ From Ber thou'lt Enow the journey of thy life.
nto the Ieft hand then he turned bis feet;
- We [eft the wall, and went owards the middle,
Along a path that strikes into a vallep,
Which cven up there unpleasant made its stench.

O

Tpon the margin of a lofty bank
- Which great vocks broken in a cirele mabde,
We came upon a stll move cruel throng;
QAnd theve, by reason of the horrible
Excess of stench the deep abyss throms sut,
We drew ourselves agide behind the rober
=y ®f a great tomb, whereon I saw a writing,
% Which saiv: Pope Anastasius I hol,
d Whom out of the right way Photinus drew.
Ne 04 &3 Slow it behoveth sur descent to be,

> &0 that the sense be first a little used
o the sad blast, and then we shall not heed it.
The Raster thus; and unte him I said,
Some ompensation find, that the time pass not
Idlp; and he: Thou seest I think of that.
£y son, upon the insive of these vocks,
TBegan he then o sap, are three small civles,

From grade to grade, like those which thou art leaving.

Thep all are full of spirvits maledict;
FRut that hereafter sight alone suffice thee,

" Zyear how and wherefore thep are in
g ©f everp malice that wins hate in Heaven,

- Injury is the end; and all such end
Either by force or fraud afflicteth others.
FRut because fraud is man's peculiar vice,
Slore it displeasss ¢Hod; and so stand [owest
The fraudulent, and greater dole assails them.
QI the first cirele of the Violent is;
Fhut since force map be used against three persons,
Fn three rounds 'tis divided and construced.
To o, to surselbes, and to sur neighbour can we
Tse force; 3 sap on them and on theiv things,
A s thou shalt hear with reason manifest.
Ne 12 ) & veath by violence, and painful wounds,
A Qre to our neighbour given; and in his substance
R Buin, and arson, and injurious levies;
Ne 135y, 7 Whence homicides, and he who smites unjustly,
Ad Marauders, and frechosters, the first round
* Tormenteth all in ompanies diberse.
> flan map lap violent hands upon himself
- @nd his owun goods; and therefore in the second
Round must perforee without avail repent
" Y Whoever of pour world deprives himself,
Who games, and dissipates his property,
And weepeth there, where he should jocund be.
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Violenee can be done the Deity,
In heaxt denping and blaspheming Him,

" nd by disvaining Nature and her bountp.
And for this reason doth the smallest round

QAnd who, dishaining God, speaks from the heart.
Fraud, wherswithal is eberp conscience stung,
“" & man map practise upen him who trusts,
A nd him who doth no confidence imburse.
This katter mode, it would appear, Disseners
©niy the bond of lobe which P ature makes;
Wherefore within the second cirele nestle
FBppocrisp, flatterp, and who deals in magic,
- Falsification, theft, and simony,
Panders, and barrators, and the like filth.
7Ry the other mode, forgotten is that love
WPich Nature makes, and what is after abded,
From which there is a special faith engendered.
FPence in the smallest cixele, where the point is
- ©f the Eniverse, upon which Dis is seated,
Whoe'er betraps for eder is onsumed.
And ¥: Mp Faster, dear enough procesds
Thy ¢ ing, and full well di ish
R This cabern and the people who possess it.
But tell me, those within the fat lagoon,
Whom the wind drives, and whem the rain doth beat,
3% And who encounter with such bitter tongues,
Ne 2577, Y Wherefore are thep inside of the red citp
%ﬂnt punished, if &od has them in his wrath,
€ Smd if he has not, wherefore in such faghion?
Ne26 ¥ nd unte me he said: ¥WPhp wanders so
f5%7. Thine intellect from that which it is wont?
" ®r, sooth, thy mind where is it clsewhere boking?
FHast thou no recollection of those words
- With which thine Ethics thoroughly discusses
‘The dispositions three, that Feaven abides not,
Hncontinence, and Slalice, and insane
Westialiy? and how Incontinence
L ess God offendeth, and less blame attracts?

Qnd o thy mind recallest who they are
That up outside are undergoing penancs,

s Clearlp wilt thou pereeive why from these felons

i Thep separated are, and why less wroth

R Tustice divine voth smite them with its hammer.
wFEy © Sun, that healest all distempered vision,
G Thou dost oentent me o, when thou resolvest,
< That doubting pleases me no less than knowing!
Ne 32,757y ©nee more a little backward turn thee, said 3,
50 < There where thou sapest that usury offends
4 @podness dibine, and disengage the knot.

3Bhilosophy, fe said, w him who heeds it,

“ Roteth, not onlp in one place alone,
After what manner Nature takes her ourse
From Intellect Divine, and from its art;
Sy if thy Phpsics carefully thou notest,
fter not many pages shalt thou find,
That this pour art as far as possible
Fellows, as the disciple doth the master;
So that your art is, as it were, God's grandhild.
FFrom these two, if thou bringest to thy mindy
Genesis at the beginning, it behoves
Mlankind to gain their life and to abvance;
Qnd since the usurer takes another wap,
RNature herself and in her follower
Misbains he, for clsewhere he puts hig hope.
ZRut follow, now, as 3 mwould fain go on,
Jfor quibering ave the Fishes on the horizen,
And the Wain whoelly over Eaurus lies,




@nd far bepond there we descend the cxag. Alp Alaster said: Gur answer will we make
To Chiron, near pou theve; in evil hour,
That will of thine was evermore so hasty.
90 A FAX _ *{Ebtn touched he me, and said: This one is Nessus,
A}XT = 5 Who perished for the lobely Dejania,
S 5 = QAnd for himself, himself did vengeance take.
The place where to deseend the bank we came And he in the midst, who at his breast is gazing,
Wag alpine, and from what was there, moresber, s the great Chivon, who brought up Achilles;
2 ©f surh a Rind that every eye would shun it. S ' That other Pholus is, who was so wrathful.
LONe 02 ¥ Such as that ruin is which in the flank 3 Thousands and thousands go about the moat
g Smote, on this side of Trent, the Adige, 3 Shooting with shafts whatever soul emerges
: Either by earthguake or by failing stap, “  ©aut of the blood, more than his crime allots.
Ne 03 Jor from the mountain's top, from which it moved, $Rear we approached unto those monsters fleet;
*~ @nto the plain the cliff is shattersd so, ¥z o1, €hiron an arrow took, and with the noteh
Some path 'twould give to him who was above; L FWackward upon his jaws e put his beard.
Eben such was the vescent of that ravine, | T T Hfter he had uncovered his great mouth,
*t_ @nd on the border of the broken thasm /5%, B¢ said to his companions: Are pou ware
The infamp of Crete was stretehed along, 5 "Q:but Be behind moveth whate'er he touches?
Who was wneeived in the fictitious cow; ‘Thus are not wont to bo the fect of bead men.
Snd when he us beheld, he bit Himself, i b mp good Guide, who now was at his breast,
(&% Epen as one whom anger racks within. A ‘Where the two natures are together joined,
Ne 06 fy Sage Him sh P 7Y Replied: Inbeed he lives, and thus alons
Thou think'st that here map be the Duke of Athens, % e it behoves to show him the dark valley;
Who in the world abobe brought death to thee? Necessity, and not delight, impels us.
et thee gone, beast, for this one cometh not f J % Some one withbrew from singing Halleluja,
Iinstructed by thy sister, but he comes 3 Who unts me ommitted this new office;
Fn order to behold pour punishments. o thiefig he, nor I a thievis) spirit.
s is that bull who breaks loose at the moment & - FRut by that virtue through which I am moving
~., In whith e hag received the mortal blow, Sy steps along this savage thoroughfare,
Who cannot walk, but staggers Here and there, : X @ine us some one of thine, to be with us,
The Ainotaur beheld I do the like; > o Snd who map show us where to pass the ford,
@And fe, the warp, cied: Run to the passage; A nd who map carrp this one on his back;
While he wroth, 'tis well thou shouldst descend. Jfor "tis no spirit that can walk the air.
Thus down we togk sur wap o'cr that disharge Tpon his right breast €hiron wheeled about,
®f stones, which oftentimes did move themselves A And said to Nessus: Turn and vo thou guide hem,
Fencath my feet, from the unwonted burden. Fnd warn asive, if other band may meet pou.
Tpougheful 3 went; and he said: Thou act thinking . ° ~ We with our faithful escort onward moved
Perbaps upon this ruin, which is guarded Slong the briuk of the vermilion boiling,
Bp that brute anger which just now I guenched. Wherein the boiled were uttering loud [aments.
How will 3 have thee know, the other time i People I saw within up o the erebrows,
. 3 Dere descended to the nether ell, T e “ And the great Centaur said: Tyrants are these,
R This precipice had not pet fallen down. Who dealt in bloodshed and in pillaging.
Ne13:£ FBut truly, if ¥ well discern, a little 5 Pere thep lament theiv pitiless mischicfs; here
% % Wefore Wis coming who the mighty spoil ¥ - s AL ber, and fierce Di i
45 R WBore off from Wig, in the supernal civele, 5 "L Who upon Sirily brought dolorous pears.
Ne 14 Tpon all sives the deep and lbathsome valley - ‘{'Ebuﬂnrcbcuh there which has the hair so black
- Trembled so, that I thought the Eniverse v .. Bs Assolin; and the other who is blond,
Was thrilled with lobe, by which there are who think R ®his;o is of €sti, whe, in truth,
The world ofttimes onverted into chaos; i - @p in the world was by his stepsen slain.
QAnd at that mement this primeval crag B - Then turned 3 to the Poet; and he said,
TRoth here and elsewhere made such oberthrow. How e be first to thee, and Second 3.
Ne 16 g % Wut fix thine epes below; for draweth near o A 4 little farther on the Centaur stopped

x The river of blood, within which boiling is /5%, Above a folk, who far Yown as the throat
< Whoe'er by vislence doth injure others. R Seemed from that boiling stream to issue forth.
55 Ne 17 , ® blind cupidity, @ wrath insane, ] ¥ & shade he showed us on one sive alone,

‘That spurs us onward so in our short life, Saping: e deft asunder in God's hosom
R > And in the eternal then So badlp steeps us! - The heart that still upon the Thames is honsured.

"% 3 saw an ample moat bent like a botw, i g Then people saw ¥, who from out the river
Qs one which all the plain encompasses, Likted their heads and also all the chest;
Conformable to what mp Guide had said. < " Hnd manp among these 3 recognised.
Qnd between this and the embankment's foot Thus ever more and more grew shallower
Centaurs in file were running, armed with arrows, . § That blood, so that the fect alone it cobered;
Qg in the world thep used the dhase to follow. X QAnd there acrogs the moat our passage was.
TReholing us descend, each one stood shll, Y €ven as thou here upon this side beholvest
And from the squadron three detached hemselbes, The boiling stream, that ape diminishes,
With bows and arrows in adbbance elected; X The Centaur said, I wish thee to believe
QAnd from afar one cried: Ento what torment Ne M‘KE?( That on this other more and more declines
©Come pe, who down the hillside are descending? e Fts bed, until it reunites itself
Tell us from there; if not, 3 draw the how. Y Where it befoveth trrannp to groan.
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Justice divine, upon this side, is goaving

That Attila, whoe was a scourge on earth,

And Porehus, and Sextus; and for eber milks
The tears which with the boiling it unseals

Fn Rinier da Corneto and Rinier Pazso0,

Who made upon the highways so mud war.
Then back he turned, and passed again the ford.

ot pet had Pessus reached the other sive,
When we had put aurselves within a wood,
That was not marked by anp path whatever.
ot foliage green, but of a dusky colour,
., Dot branches smooth, but gnarled and intertangled,
R ot apple-trees were there, but thorns with poissn.
3 Such tangled thickets habe not, nor so dense,
Those savage wild beasts, that in hatred hold
Twixt Cecina and Corneto the tilled places.
There do the hideous Harpies make their nests,
Who dhased the Trojans from the Stwophades,
With sad announcement of impending doom;
TBroad wings have thep, and necks and faces human,
y And feet with clatog, and their great bellies fedged;
They make laments upon the wWondrous trees.
“« Gnd the good Saster: Ere thou enter farther,
>, IRnow that thou art within the Second round,
R Thus he began to sap, and shalt be, till
Thou comrest gut upen the horrible sand;
Tperefore ook well around, and thou shalt see
Tpings that will credence give unto mp speech.
3 feard on all sides lamentations uttered,
And person none beheld I who might make them,
Whence, utterlp bewilbered, 3 stood still.
3 think he thought that 3 perhaps might think
So many voices issued through those trunks
Ifrom people who concealed themselves from us;
Therefore the Master saiv: I thou Dreak off
Some little sprap from anp of these trees,
The thoughts thou hast will wholly be made vain.
Then stretched 3 forth mp hand a little formard,
And plucked a branchlet off from a great thorn;
And the teunk eried, Why dost thou mangle me?
After it had become embrowned with blood,
., 3t recommenced its crp: Why dost thou rend me?
" fBast thou no spirit of pity twhatsoever?

fi Slen once we were, and now ave thanged to trees;
4= Indeed, thy hand should be more pitiful,

Epen if the souls of serpents we had been.
@s out of a green brand, that is on fire
‘At one of the ends, and from the other drips
R And hisses with the wind that is escaping;
%> So from that splinter issued forth together
" Both words and blood; whereat 3 let the tip
™ Ffall, and stood [ike a man whs is afraid.
#Hav he been able sooner to belicve,
- fly Sage made answer, © thou wounded soul,
What onlpy in mp verses he has seen,
ot upon thee had he stretehed foxth his handy;
Whereas the thing incwedible has caused me
To put him to an act which gricveth me.
FRut tell him who thou wast, so that by wap
©f some amends thy fame he map refresh
Tp in the worb, to which he can return.
And the trunk said: So thy smeet words allure me,
3 cannot silent be; and pou be vexed not,
hat 3 a little to discourse am tempted.
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3 am the one who both keys bad in keeping

©f Frederick's feact, and turned them to and fro
R So softly in unlocking and in locking,
'f_f—f?(‘iﬂ;u from his secrets most men I withheld;

P

Fivelity 3 bore the glorious office
So great, 3 lost thereby mp sleep and pulses.
The oourtesan who never from the diwelling
., ©f Caesar turned aside fer strumpet epes,
Meath universal and the vice of courts,
Fnflamed against me all the other minds,
. Snd thep, inflamed, did s inflame Augustus,
~ Tpat mp glad honours turned to dismal mournings.
SHp spirit, in disdainful exultation,
Thinking by dping to escape disdain,
%’ SFlabe me unjust against mpself, the just.
. 3, by the roots unwonted of this wosd,
Do swear o pou that never broke I faith
Cinto mp Iord, who was ss worthp of honour;
SAnd o the world if one of pou return,
>, Let Him mp memory comfoxt, which is Ping
. Still prosteate from the blow that envp dealt it.

Ne 27 ¥ ~ Waited awhile, and then: Since he is silent,
7 The Poet said w me, lose not the time,

Ne 28

ZBut speak, and guestion him, if more map please thee.

T Whence 3 to him: Do thou again inguire

A Eoncerning what thou thinks't will satisky me;

-
Mﬁor 3 cannot, uch pity is in mp heart.
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Therefore he recommenced: So map the man
Do for thee frecly what thy speech implores,
Spirit incarcerate, again be pleased

o tell us in what wap the soul is bound
Within these knots; and tell us, if thou canst,
3f anp from such members e'er is freed.
Then blew the trunk amain, and afterward

. The wind was into such a voice onverted:

With brevity shall be replied to pou.
~When the exasperated soul abandens
The body whenee it rent itself awap,
Slinos consigns it to the seventh abpss.
3t falls into the forest, and na part
¥s chosen for it; but where Fortune hurls it,
There like a grain of spelt it germinates.
It springs a sapling, and a forest tree;

. The Harpies, fecding then upon its leaves,

* o pain create, and for the pain an outlet.
Tike others for sur spoils shall we veturn;
ZRut not that anp one map them revest,

Jfor "tis not just to have what one casts off.
Here we shall drag them, and along the dismal
" Forest our hodies shall suspended be,
€ach to the thorn of his molested shade.
~ e were attentive still unto the trunk,
Thinking that more it pet might wish to tell us,
¥ hen bp a tumult we were overtaken,
In the same wap as he is who perceives
The boar and chase approadhing to his stand,

5 Who hears the crashing of the beasts and branches;

ES ()

And two behold?! upon our left-hand sive,

2, Haked and scratdhed, fecing so furiousiy,

R That of the forest, everp fan thep broke.
ZHe who was in advance: ow help, Death, help!
b the othex one, who seemed to lag too much,
Wag shouting: Lans, were not so alert
Those legs of thine at joustings of the Toppo!
FAnd then, perchance because hig breath was failing,
e grouped himself together with a bush.
ehind them was the forest full of black
She -mastiffs, ravenous, and swift of foot
s grephounds, who are issuing from the thain.




©n him who had crouched bown thep set their teeth, Ne 14¥y. " Without repose forever was the dance
And him thep lacerated piece bp piece, X M@f miserable hands, now there, now here,
Therealter bore away those aching members. E > Shaking awap from off them the fresh gleeds.
Thereat mp Escort took me by the hand, Ne 15 aster, began ¥, thou who sbercomest
And [ed me to the bush, that all in vain - K35 Al things exeept the demons dive, that issued
Was weeping from its bloody lacerations. = QA qainst ug at the entrance of the gate,
® Jacopo, it said, of Sant' Andrea, Ne 167y, Y Who is that mighty one who seems to heed not
- What helped it thee of me to make a screen? 3 The fire, and lieth [owering and disdainful,
What blame have 3 in thy nefarious life? YO So that the rain seems not to ripen him?
LONe 46 7y, 7 When near him had the Klaster staped bis steps, M 1O Ne 17 ¥R And he himself, who had become aware
%y 7He said: Who wast thou, that through wounds so manp 3 /=%, That 3 was guestioning mp Euide about him,
v Qrt blowing out with hiood thy dolorous speerh? ' Cried: Such as 3 was living, am F, dead.
"« Snd he to us: ® souls, that hither come .. 3f Jove should wearp out his smith, from whom
To losk upon the shameful massacre . e seized in anger the sharp thunderbolt,
" ®hat has so rent awap from me mp eaves, Wherewith upon the [ast bap I was smitten,
3 @ather them up beneath the dismal bush; | 0 i3 3 And if he wearieh out by turns the others
3 of that city was which to the Waptist JEGe, In Slongibello at the swarthp forge,
Ehanged its first patron, wherefore he for this  Pociferating, *Help, good Yulean, help!'
Sorever with bis art will make it sad. 3 Cuen as be did there at the fight of Phlegra,
** ZInd were it not that on the pass of Hrno
Some glimpses of him are remaining still, A FHe would not have therebp a jorous vengeance.
Those citizens, who aftermards rebuilt it Then did mp Leader speak with such great foree,
Gipen the ashes left by Attila, “£>. That A hav never heard him speak so loud:
X 3n bain had raused their labour to be dane. ® Capaneus, in that is not extinguished
25Ne 51 .. 759% ©f mp own house I made mpsell a gibbet. f 2 Thine arvogance, thou punished art the more;
g ] ! Dot any torment, Sabing thine oton rage,
R 2" Would be unto thy furp pain complete.
K AR 5 & ° Then he turned round to me with better lip,
&AN’? X y ] Saping: ®ne of the Seoen Rings was he
E X Who Thebes begieged, and held, and seems to holy
Ne Ol +F Wecause the charity of mp native place > Ne2a FIY @b in disdain, and little seems to prize him;
@onstrained me, gathered I the scattered leaves, g FBut, as I said o him, his own despites
2°># QAnd gave them back to him, who now was hoarse. < Sre for his breast the fittest srnaments.
Then tame we to the mnfine, where disparted 5 Row follow me, and mind thou do not place
The second round is from the third, and where A 1. s pet thy fect upon the burning sand,
A porrible form of Justice is beheld. R FRut always keep them dose unto the wood.
% Clearly to manifest these novel things, €5 ¥ox Speaking no word, we came to where there gushes
" 3 sap that we arcived upon a plain, == Jorth from the wood a little rivulet,
Which from its bed rejecteth every plant; 2 Whose redness makes mp hair still stand on end.
The dolorous forest is a garland to it 40 Ne 27 s from the BWulicame springs the brooklet,
AT round about, as the sab moat to that; = The sinful women [ater share among them,
‘There close upon the edge Wwe staped our feet. - S0 bownward through the sand it went its wap.
The soil was of an arid and thick sand, Ne2s The bottom of it, and both sloping banks,
ot of another fashion made than that Were mabde of Stone, and the marging at the side;
Which by the feet of Cato once was pressed. 5 45 % Whente I perecived that there the passage was.
Pengeanee of God, © how much oughtest thou Ne29 Zn all the vest which 3 have shown to thee
£%/ p cach one to be dreaded, who doth read v Sinee we have entered in within the gate
That which was manifest unto mine epes! X Whose threshold unto no sne is denisd,
Ne O7 . g @f naked souls beheld 3l many herds, i Ne 30 Pothing has been discovered by thine eves
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“ Who all were weeping verp miserably, 50 ., S0 notable as is the present river,
9 Qnd over them seemed seta [aw diverse. R Which all the little flames above it guenches.
NeOS gI¥ Supine upon the ground some folk were [ping; o Ne 31 These words were of mp Leader; mhenee I praped him
g And some were sitting all drawn up together, g . @hat he would give me largess of the food,
> And others went about continually. Jfor which He had given me [argess of desire.
55 Ne 09 :{‘ Those who were going round were far the more, % 55N 32 ¢ In the mid-sea there sits a wasted land,
‘3 And those were [ess who [ap down o their torment, “Fr Saib e thereafterward, whose name is Crete,
% FRut had their tongues more loosed to lamentation. R Tnder whose King the world of sld was chaste.
Ne 10 . ©'er All the sand-waste, with a gradual fall, 4 B There is a mountain there, that once was glad
g Were rining down dilated flakes of fire, With waters and with leaves, which was called Iva;
R ¥ s of the snow on Hip without a wind. . X" Row 'tis deserted, as a thing worn out.
Qs Alexander, in these torrid parts 3pea once chose it for the faithiul cradle
©f India, beheld upon his host ©f her own son; and to wonceal him better,
R Flames fall unbroken till thep reached the ground. Whene'er he cricd, she there had dlamours mabe.
w T Whence he probided with his phalanxes & grand old man stands in the mount erect,
w To trample down the soil, because the vapour > Who hods his shoulders turned tow'rds Damietta,
VA Wetter extinguished was while it was single; And looks at Wome ag if it were his mireor.
Thus was descending the eternal heat, 3 i head is fashioned of refined gold,
Wherehp the sand was set on fire, like tinder N A nd of pure silber are the arms and breast;
FBeneath the steel, for Youbling of the dole. 3 Then be is brass as far down as the fork.
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