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Preface

This companion is the revised and extended volume to the Compendium published by Brill/Hotei in 2011. It is intended to be a ref-
erence guide to publishers, carvers, and printers of Japanese woodblock prints from the genesis of this art form until modernity. It

is divided into ten sections, starting with an introductory essay on various aspects of print publishing in Japan. The second section
presents 2,820 publisher seals taken from original prints and arranged by shape. These seals served as trademarks and were applied as
a means of identifying the publisher who produced and distributed prints. The third section lists 2,086 publishers with their period of
activity, location, etc,, including a listing of 11,771 publications by 988 artists. The fourth section presents 1,360 carver and printer seals
arranged by shape. The fifth section lists 585 carvers and the sixth contains 286 printers. The seventh section contains seals used by
poetry clubs as can be found on privately published surimono. The eighth and ninth sections are devoted to collectors of prints with
213 seals and 100 collector entries. The tenth section provides an overview of censor and date seals from 1791 to 1875, again with the
seals directly taken from original prints. This compendium concludes with a bibliography and four indices. The first index is a key to the
Publisher IDs, the second index presents alternate publisher names including family names and shop names, the third index the publi-
cations, and the fourth the artists.

The Compendium was born out of a personal need. While working on my doctoral thesis on Tokaido prints at the University of Leiden,
the Netherlands, | looked into marketing practices of Edo period prints and soon realized the importance of publishers. Though there
are several works on Japanese book publishers, the information available on print publishers was marginal at best. When identifying
prints | was dissatisfied with the scattered of reference lists of publisher seals in Japanese and Western languages. It was clear that
some authors repeated older lists without verification, and | decided to put an end to the marginalised status of print publishers.

The response to the Compendium was overwhelming and it quickly sold out. | am still regularly contacted by print enthusiasts who are
seeking a copy and have in recent years received comments from owners that their copies are about to fall apart from heavy use. Since
its publication, | have continued to revise existing entries and add to my database, especially information about books that were issued
by print publishers. Through the addition of books, contemporary prints, reproductions, and especially kuchi-e, | eventually more than
doubled the number of publications from 5,700 to now 11,771.

It was always my intention that the publisher Compendium would be followed by a similar book on carvers and printers which is
another difficult and neglected aspect of Japanese woodblock prints. The same can be said about poetry clubs and print collectors,
whose seals can also be found on prints. As with the publisher, censor, and date seals in the Compendium, the carver, printer, poetry
club, and collector seals were taken from original prints and are not redrawn, thus avoiding the creation of seals that in fact did not exist.
I sincerely hope that this new publication will be even more useful than its predecessor and that my misinterpretations are few and
minor.

I am grateful to Peter Ruyffelaere at Ludion Publishers who enthusiastically welcomed the idea for this new version. It has been a joy to
work again with Jan Johan ter Poorten of Aperta who had designed the first Compendium. The Compendium and this Companion ben-
efited from the support of many individuals, amongst them: Akama Ry, Horst Grabner, Hayamitsu Teruko (Unsodo), Arendie and Henk
Herwig, Iwakiri Yuriko, Gary Levin, Ross Macdonald, Rhiannon Paget, William Pearl, Guy Pepermans, Yoko Ueno, and Chris Uhlenbeck.
I'would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to all of you.

Finally, this publication would not have been possible without the support of the Nick Hamatake Foundation, Yasmin Alexander, and
John Zotos, Sharon and Norman Kreutter, Gordon Brodfuehrer, H. George and Roberta Mann, Judy and Joe Barker, Katherine Martin,
and the Japanese Art Society of America all of whom | will be indebted to forever!

Opposite page: Utagawa Yoshiiku. Coloured Pictures Store (E-soshi mise), from
the series Souvenirs of Edo (Edo miyage no uchi). Publisher: Fujiokaya Keijird.
1861. Vertical oban. Musée Saint-Remi, Reims (978.1987)
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Chapter 2

Publisher Seals



Introduction

Commonly the word ‘seal’is used when speaking of the trademark of a publisher found on a woodblock print. Instead of a trademark,

it could also just be some text that helped to identify the producer behind a print. While some of these publisher seals look like they
are indeed the impression from a seal pressed down on the paper, they were not hand-applied but carved into the keyblock and then
printed. It is important to note that a publisher seal was not repeated exactly in the same form but they were individually carved, which
resulted in many variations, as seen in the eight examples of Tsuruya Kinsuke’s seal 06-002 of a stylized crane with right-angle.

The following section features 2,820 publisher seals arranged by shape. This order of arrangement has proven to be the most efficient
way of searching for a seal. This approach was used by the earliest book about publishers of woodblock prints by Ishii and Hirose, 1920.
Here, the seals are divided into 30 categories according to shape, the last category encompassing seals of miscellaneous shape. Within
these categories the seals are numbered consecutively.

Each seal has two unique identification numbers. The seal-list-ID relates to the entry in this section and consists of two digits referring to
the category followed by three digits corresponding to the consecutive number within a category, e.g. 01-020, 26-041. The publisher-
seal-ID consists of the publisher identification number and a letter, e.g. 0010c, U97a. Sometimes seals carry two letters, i.e. 0057aa,
0057ab. These letters, starting with ‘a, run consecutively within a publisher entry and have not been assigned following a specific order.
For each seal, the Japanese character(s) and a romaji transcription are provided. For many seals, an approximate period of time when the
seal was in use is given as well. Sometimes different publishers used the same or very similar seals; however, they were not usually used
at the same time, as it would have been counterproductive for the publishers who marked prints with their seals in order to be iden-
tifiable. In this list, similar or identical seals are reproduced with multiple entries, one for each publisher who used it. By consulting the
period of use as indicated in this section, the publisher can then be identified, e.g. 01-020 (1844-55), 01-021 (1858-59).

A number of seals combine publisher and artist information in which case the information has not been read but indicated with (...) ([..]
in the romaji transcription). Unread Japanese characters are marked as O.

Seals that were wrongly arranged in the Compendium have been corrected and assigned new seal-IDs. Over 400 new seals have been
added.

Publisher Seals

01 single mountain 16 square

02 double mountain 17 square lines

03 triple mountain 18 horizontal text

04 crossed sickles 19 horizontal text with seal
05 other mountain shapes 20 oval

06 right-angle 21 seal, vertical text (one line)
07 lozenge 22 seal, vertical text (two lines)
08 circle 23 seal, vertical text (three lines)
09 hexagon 24 horizontal then vertical text
10 triangle 25 vertical text (one line)

11 fan shape 26 vertical text (two lines)

12 gourd shape 27 vertical text (three lines)

13 gem stone (hoju) 28 vertical text (four lines)

14 jar 29 vertical text (five lines)

15 characters alone 30 miscellaneous
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