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Preface

This book is a counter-analysis of the recent report of the General Intelligence

and Security Service (AIVD) on anti-institutional extremism. The aim of this

counter-analysis is to critically reflect on the current methods and approaches used by

the Dutch government and its security services. We will investigate how these methods

relate to the fundamental rights and freedoms that underlie our democratic society.

In my search for historical parallels and insights I came across the life of my

ancestor, Jacob Arnold Clignett, a name that plays an important role in understanding

constitutional reform and the struggle for democratic ideals in the Netherlands. Jacob

Arnold Clignett, born in 1756, was a prominent jurist and a fervent supporter of the

Patriot Movement, a group that strove for more democratic forms of government and

opposed the autocratic rule of the stadholders.

Clignett received his doctorate in law from Leiden University in 1780, where he

wrote a treatise on the adverse effects of foreign laws on Roman law. This intellectual

contribution reflected his deep commitment to legal and political reform. In 1786, in the

turbulent period preceding the Prussian invasion of the Netherlands, he was appointed

one of the nineteen Constituents, a group that campaigned for constitutional reform

and the strengthening of civil rights. His work as a lawyer and later as a member of the

Naval Council in 1802, underscores his continued commitment to justice and reform.


