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›THE ADVENTURES OF SWEET GWENDOLINE‹ is a BDSM-themed ero-

tic comic strip created by American artist John Willie (John Alexander 

Scott Coutts). The comics, which were first published in the 1940s and 

              1950s, became iconic within the fetish subculture.

The series follows the adventures of Sweet Gwendoline, a naïve and 

innocent young woman who frequently finds herself in compromi-

sing and perilous situations. Gwendoline is for the most part 

portrayed as a damsel in distress, captured or restrained by various 

antagonists, only to be rescued—or sometimes further entrapped—by 

other characters. The stories delve into themes of bondage, fetishism, 

and power dynamics, with Gwendoline’s innocence sharply contrasting 

against the more worldly and often sinister figures who surround her.

JOHN ALEXANDER SCOTT COUTTS (1902–1962), better known by the 

pseudonym John Willie, was an artist, fetish photographer, cartoonist, 

and the publisher and editor of the first 23 issues of the fetish 

magazine BIZARRE between 1946 and 1956. Though distributed under-

ground, Bizarre magazine had a far-reaching impact on later fetish-

themed publications and experienced a resurgence in popularity, along 

          with fetish model Bettie Page, beginning in the 1970s.
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