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Foreword

My name is Rogiest Riyad. As a theologian, hafiz of the Quran, and Islamic studies teacher
with over 15 years of experience, I witness daily the gap between Quran memorization and
understanding its deeper meaning. This gap not only limits the personal connection to the
Quran but also leads to a decline in Islamic practice and the bond with Allah among many
young people.

When I was a Quran student myself, I noticed how my fellow students often learned the
Quran by heart, and how mosques continue to use this traditional model to this day. In
schools, I now observe that interest in Islam is generally declining, partly because the Quran
is not taught in this way. As a result, many young people grow up without a deep
understanding of their faith, and the Quran sometimes seems more like cultural heritage than a
spiritual guide to them.

Additionally, I am the founder of Gardens of the Sincere, an organization that carries out
charitable projects worldwide. During my travels, where I have been involved in building
mosques, distributing Qurans, and establishing madrasas, I observed how younger generations
learn the Quran, often without genuine understanding or spiritual depth. Consequently, many
experience Islam as a cultural tradition, missing the essence of the message that Allah wishes
to convey to us through the Quran.

This book is the result of my desire to bridge this gap. I hope that the deeper explanation and
analysis of each surah will help readers build an authentic relationship with the Quran. The
Quran is not merely a text to be memorized but a living message full of wisdom and guidance
for our daily lives. May this book be a source of understanding and inspiration for everyone
who walks the path of the Quran.



2. Introduction

2.1 What is Tafsir and Why is it Important?

Tafsir, the explanation and interpretation of the Quran, is an essential part of Islamic
knowledge. The word “tafsir” comes from the Arabic root fassara, meaning “to explain.”
Tafsir not only helps us understand the Quran as it was intended but also allows us to uncover
the message and wisdom behind the verses. The words of Allah hold deep meanings that
extend beyond the literal text, and tafsir provides us with the tools to discover these hidden
treasures. Without tafsir, understanding the Quran, with its complex language and layered
meanings, would be difficult for many Muslims. The Quran is a timeless guide for life, and
tafsir helps us apply its message in our modern context.

2.2 Purpose of This Book and Target Audience

This book has been compiled to make the Quran more accessible and understandable for those
who seek deeper insight. It is intended for everyone who wishes to develop a sincere bond
with the Quran: students of the Quran, teachers, and even those who have only recently
started to engage with this Holy Scripture. Through a comprehensive explanation of each
verse from Surah An-Nas to Surah Ad-Duha, along with the important introduction of Surah
Al-Fatiha, we aim to help the reader not only understand the literal meaning but also explore
the spiritual and theological dimensions. This work is not only an explanation but also an
invitation to truly experience the message of the Quran.

2.3 Methods and References Used

In compiling this book, various classical and reputable sources have been used to offer a
nuanced and broad interpretation of the Quran. Some of the most frequently used sources are:

* Tafsir Ibn Kathir: Known for its accessibility and focus on authentic narrations and
hadith-based explanations.

* Al-Qurtubi: Provides in-depth figh (jurisprudential) and linguistic analyses of the
verses, enriching understanding of the Quran’s legal dimensions.

* Ibn 'Ashur: Offers contextual and societal explanations, with special attention to
connections between verses and themes.

* Ar-Razi: A source mainly focused on philosophical and theological issues in the
Quran.

* Al-Alusi: Known for its comprehensive interpretation, with attention to both
linguistic and spiritual aspects.

» Other Classical and Modern Sources: In addition to the works mentioned above,
modern interpretations and translations have been consulted to make the explanations
current and relevant to our time.

These sources have been carefully selected to provide a balanced and richly layered
explanation that honors both the traditional and contemporary approaches to tafsir.



2.4 Summary of the Surahs and Their Themes

Each surah from Surah An-Nas to Surah Ad-Duha, as well as Surah Al-Fatiha, addresses
unique themes and topics. Below is a brief summary of the main themes in each surah:

* Surah An-Nas: This concluding chapter of the Quran revolves around seeking
protection from evil and emphasizes the importance of trusting Allah as the ultimate
Protector.

* Surah Al-Falaq: Also a prayer for protection, this surah encourages us to seek
refuge in Allah from visible and invisible forms of evil.

* Surah Al-Ikhlas: This powerful, concise surah affirms the oneness of Allah and is
considered the essence of fawhid (belief in the oneness of God).

* Surah Al-Masad: Provides a historical perspective on the opposition to the message
of Islam and the ultimate triumph of justice.

* Surah An-Nasr: A surah that reflects on victory and the joy of faith while also
calling for forgiveness and gratitude.

* Surah Al-Kawthar: The shortest surah, promising abundance and blessings from
Allah and highlighting the importance of gratitude and devotion.

* Surah Al-Ma’un: Calls for social justice and compassion for those in need.

* Surah Quraysh: A reminder of the favors Allah bestowed upon the Quraysh tribe,
with a call to worship Him alone in gratitude.

* Surah Al-Fil: Narrates the event of the elephants and underscores Allah’s protection
of the holy city of Mecca.

* Surah Al-Humazah: Warns against gossip and arrogance and highlights the
consequences of bad deeds.

* Surah Al-Asr: Emphasizes the importance of patience and good behavior, and warns
against wasting time.

* Surah At-Takathur: Reminds us not to be deceived by worldly pleasures and
wealth.

* Surah Al-Qari'ah: Describes the Day of Judgment and the consequences for those
who perform good or bad deeds.

 Surah Al-Adiyat: Highlights human ingratitude and reminds of Allah’s ultimate
justice.

* Surah Az-Zalzalah: Describes the earthquake on the Day of Judgment and
emphasizes that every deed, however small, counts.

* Surah Al-Bayyinah: Calls for sincerity and true religion, distinguishing between
belief and disbelief.

* Surah Al-Qadr: Highlights the exalted Night of Power, during which the Quran was
revealed and worship is exceptionally valuable.

 Surah Al-'Alaq: Emphasizes the importance of knowledge, the creation of mankind,
and warns against arrogance.

* Surah At-Tin: Stresses the noble creation of humanity and the reward for faith and
righteousness.

* Surah Ash-Sharh: Consoles the Prophet by emphasizing relief after hardship and
Allah’s continuous support.

* Surah Al-Duha: Provides comfort and encouragement, emphasizing Allah’s care for
His servants.

* Surah Al-Fatiha: This opening surah of the Quran encompasses the essence of faith:
praise for Allah, recognition of His guidance, and a supplication for a righteous path.



3. Surahs Al-Fatiha, An-Nas to Ad-Duha

3.1 Surah Al-Fatiha

3.1.1 Introduction to Surah Al-Fatiha

Name and Meaning

Surah Al-Fatiha is also called "The Opening" because it is the first surah of the Quran. The
word Al-Fatiha literally means "the opening" or "the beginning," referring to the role of this
surah as the introduction to the Holy Book. Other names given to this surah include Umm al-
Kitab (The Mother of the Book), As-Sab' al-Mathani (The Seven Often Repeated Verses), and
Ash-Shifa (The Healing), as this surah is central to the faith and the spiritual well-being of
Muslims.

Place and Time of Revelation

Surah Al-Fatiha was revealed in Mecca, meaning it was revealed during the early period of
Islam, while the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) was still in Mecca. However, some
scholars believe that Al-Fatiha was also revealed later in Medina. The revelation in Mecca
emphasizes the fundamental role of this surah as the foundation of faith and as the core of the
Quranic message.

Reason for Revelation (Asbab an-Nuzul)

For Surah Al-Fatiha, there is no specific event that prompted its revelation, as is sometimes
the case with other surahs. This surah was given as a prayer and guide for faith, a direct
communication between the believer and Allah. It is seen as a summary of the Quran itself,
calling for worship, supplication, and acknowledgment of Allah as the Lord of all worlds.

Theme and Main Topics
Surah Al-Fatiha encompasses the essence of faith and contains key themes that summarize the
fundamental beliefs and values of Islam:

1. Praise and Acknowledgment of Allah: The surah begins with the praise of Allah as
the Lord of all worlds (Rabb al-'Alamin), which is a recognition of His sovereignty
and care for creation.

2. Attributes of Allah: Allah is described as the Most Merciful and Compassionate (Ar-
Rahman, Ar-Rahim) and as the Master of the Day of Judgment (Malik Yawm ad-Din).
These names and attributes remind believers of His compassion and justice.

3. Supplication for Guidance: The surah includes a request for guidance on the straight
path: "Guide us to the straight path, the path of those upon whom You have bestowed
favor, not of those who have incurred [Your] wrath or of those who are astray." This
verse emphasizes the need for Allah’s guidance and the believers’ reliance on His
mercy.

4. The Concept of Worship and Dependence: In the verse "It is You alone we worship,
and You alone we ask for help," the concept of tawhid (the oneness of God) is
expressed, where the believer turns exclusively to Allah for worship and assistance.
In summary, Surah Al-Fatiha is both a hymn of praise, a declaration of faith and
dependence on Allah, and a supplication for guidance. These core concepts make the
surah essential in daily prayer and in the spiritual connection of the believer with
Allah.
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In summary, Surah Al-Fatiha serves as both a hymn of praise, a declaration of faith and
dependence on Allah, and a supplication for guidance. These core concepts make the Surah
essential in daily prayers and in the believer's spiritual connection with Allah.

3.1.2 Verses of Surah Al-Fatiha

Verse 1: "Cualadl G & 23l (AThamdu lillahi rabbi-1-'aalamin)

""All praise is due to Allah, Lord of all the worlds."

e Word Analysis:

@)

o

Alhamd (2+~)): "Praise" or "commendation," expressing both gratitude and
admiration. Here, it refers to a perfect and sincere praise that belongs solely to
Allah.

Rabb (<): "Lord" or "Sustainer," who has control and care over everything
that exists.

‘Aalamien (0xlll)): "Worlds," referring to all creation, both seen and unseen.

o Explanation by Scholars:

o

o

Ibn Kathir: Allah is the perfect and absolute Lord of all that exists, deserving
every form of praise and gratitude.

Al-Qurtubi: The word Rabb implies loving care; Allah guides and sustains
creation with mercy.

Ibn 'Ashur: Allah is the source of all blessings; every being depends on His
guidance.

Ar-Razi: This verse reminds us that Allah’s praise is universal and not
dependent on specific favors.

Al-Alusi: Alhamd encompasses both praise and gratitude, inspiring humility
and devotion in the believer.

o Theological and Spiritual Reflection:

@)

o

Theology: Allah is acknowledged as the Creator and Sustainer of all, the core
of monotheistic belief in Islam. This recognition emphasizes that praise and
gratitude are owed only to Allah, who controls and sustains existence.
Spirituality: This verse encourages us to always be grateful for everything we
receive. By praising Allah, we develop an attitude of gratitude and appreciation
for the blessings in our lives.

o Impact on Daily Life:

o

This praise reminds us to be conscious of Allah's presence and care every day.
This awareness nurtures humility and strengthens our connection with Allah,
reminding us to focus on Him in all our endeavors.

11



Verse 2: "aa M (33N (Ar-Rahmaan ir-Rahiem)
""The Most Merciful, the Most Compassionate."

o Word Analysis:
o Ar-Rahmaan (0+>))): The All-Encompassing Merciful, whose mercy extends
to all of creation.
o Ar-Rahiem (m=_): Expresses Allah’s special mercy, especially reserved for
believers in the Hereafter.
o Explanation by Scholars:
o Ibn Kathir: Ar-Rahmaan and Ar-Rahiem reflect Allah’s mercy, respectively
universal and specific for believers.
o Al-Qurtubi: Ar-Rahmaan emphasizes the all-encompassing nature of Allah’s
mercy, while Ar-Rahiem indicates special mercy for believers.
o Ibn 'Ashur: Allah’s mercy is an essential attribute in His relationship with
humanity.
Ar-Razi: These terms show the perfect balance of Allah’s love and mercy.
Al-Alusi: Ar-Rahmaan and Ar-Rahiem reflect the depth of Allah’s mercy, in
this world and the Hereafter.
o Theological and Spiritual Reflection:
o Theology: Allah's mercy is a fundamental aspect of His nature. This verse
emphasizes that Allah’s mercy is unlimited and present in every aspect of life.
o Spirituality: This verse brings comfort and hope, especially during hardships.
Believers are reminded that Allah is always close, with His love and mercy.
o Impact on Daily Life:
o Remembering Allah’s mercy encourages us to be merciful and compassionate
towards others. By repeating this verse, we strengthen our trust and hope,
especially in times of trial.

Verse 3: "¢l a0 " (Maaliki yawmi-d-dien)
'""Master of the Day of Judgment."

e Word Analysis:
o Maalik (l): "Master" or "Owner," indicating Allah’s absolute control.
o Yawm ad-Dien (2 ¢ 52): "The Day of Judgment," the day when everyone is
held accountable for their deeds.
o Explanation by Scholars:
o Ibn Kathir: Allah is the ultimate judge; on the Day of Judgment, He has
absolute control over the fate of each individual.
o Al-Qurtubi: This description emphasizes Allah’s justice and His exclusive
right to judge.
Ibn 'Ashur: This verse reminds us of the temporary nature of this life.
Ar-Razi: Mentioning the Day of Judgment encourages responsibility and
moral behavior.
o Al-Alusi: This verse stresses the importance of self-reflection and preparation
for the ultimate meeting with Allah.
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e Theological and Spiritual Reflection:
o Theology: The Day of Judgment instills the awareness that earthly life will
end, followed by Allah’s just judgment. This is a core principle in the faith.
o Spirituality: The verse reminds us that every action matters and that Allah will
judge us fairly.
o Impact on Daily Life:
o This verse inspires us to live responsibly, knowing that all our actions have
consequences. It encourages us to act morally and always do what is right.

2 a0 4 M@

Verse 4: "l dU) 3 Xl 80" (Iyyaka na'boedoe wa iyyaka nasta'ien)
"You alone we worship, and You alone we ask for help."

e Word Analysis:

o Iyyaka (dU)): "You alone," an exclusive designation focusing solely on Allah.

o Na'boedoe (x=): "We worship," implying complete devotion and submission.

o Nasta'ien (Uziud): "We ask for help," emphasizing reliance on Allah.

o Explanation by Scholars:

o Ibn Kathir: This verse reflects the pure belief in rawhid, the oneness of Allah,

whereby worship and help are sought exclusively from Him.
Al-Qurtubi: It emphasizes that only Allah has the right to be worshipped.
Ibn 'Ashur: This verse establishes the believer’s relationship with Allah,
based on dependence and worship.
Ar-Razi: It contains the essence of faith, where one relies solely on Allah.
Al-Alusi: He emphasizes that the believer turns fully to Allah in everything, in
moments of strength and weakness.

o Theological and Spiritual Reflection:

o Theology: This verse underscores the central belief in Allah’s exclusivity in
worship and help. It confirms that Allah is the only true source of strength and
support.

o Spirituality: By reciting this verse, we strengthen our connection with Allah
and remind ourselves that we need Him in every aspect of our lives.

o Impact on Daily Life:

o This verse encourages us to involve Allah in everything we do and turn to Him

in difficult times. It reminds us to trust only in Him for guidance and help.

Verse 5: "aiiuall bl yall Ui (Ihdinas-Siratal-Mustaqeem)
""Guide us on the straight path."
e Word Analysis:

o Thdina (K'): "Guide us," a plea for guidance and help from Allah.
o As-Sirat (&) »al): "The path," referring to a clear and well-defined way.
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o Al-Mustageem (adiwall): "Straight," symbolizing truth, righteousness, and the

path leading to Allah’s pleasure.
o Explanation by Scholars:

o Ibn Kathir: This verse reflects pure tawhid (monotheism), emphasizing that
worship and help should only be sought from Allah. It is also a supplication for
steadfastness on the path of righteousness leading to Allah.

o Al-Qurtubi: The straight path symbolizes obedience, which comprises both
faith and righteous deeds.

o Ibn 'Ashur: Stresses the daily necessity of divine guidance to prevent

deviation.

o Ar-Razi: Explains the straight path as the balance between excess and
negligence.

o Al-Alusi: Interprets it as a call to persist on the correct spiritual and practical
course.

e Theological and Spiritual Reflection:
o Theology: Affirms that without Allah’s help, humans cannot achieve ultimate
guidance.
o Spirituality: Encourages humility, reminding believers of their dependence on
Allah for clarity and direction.
o Impact on Daily Life:
o This verse invites believers to consistently seek divine guidance in all aspects
of life to ensure their actions align with principles of truth and righteousness.

Verse 6: "5\@-335 uall Gl 3\ " (Siratal-Ladheena An’amta ‘Alayhim)
""The path of those upon whom You have bestowed Your grace."

e Word Analysis:
o Sirat (&) <): "The path," the way of truth and justice.
o Al-Ladheena (&:d): "Those," referring to a specific group of people.
o An’amta (<exi): "Upon whom You have bestowed grace," Allah’s favors and
guidance.
o ‘Alayhim (p¢2): "Upon them," referring to prophets, martyrs, and the
righteous.
o Explanation by Scholars:
o Ibn Kathir: Refers to those who received Allah’s guidance and blessings, like
the prophets and the pious.
o Al-Qurtubi: Highlights the importance of striving to follow the path of those
who please Allah.
Ibn 'Ashur: Views this as a call to emulate the righteous.
Ar-Razi: Explains that Allah identifies specific groups as models for the
straight path.
o Al-Alusi: Underlines that this group serves as an example for all believers.
o Theological and Spiritual Reflection:
o Theology: Emphasizes that Allah has chosen a distinct group as guides for
humanity.
o Spirituality: Encourages believers to connect with the values and actions of
the righteous.
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o Impact on Daily Life:
o Believers are encouraged to draw inspiration from the lives of the pious and to
adopt their principles in daily actions and decision-making.

Verse 7: ""Gallall ¥ 5 agale qupzanall 22" (Ghayril-Maghdubi ‘Alayhim wa
Laddalleen)

""Not those who have evoked Your anger, nor those who are astray."

e Word Analysis:
o Ghayri (#£): "Not," an exclusion pointing to what should be avoided.
o Al-Maghdubi ‘Alayhim (ee-l-k‘—  g3all): "Those who have evoked anger,"
referring to those who knowingly deviate from Allah’s guidance.
o Wa Laddalleen (&#Ua ¥3): "Nor those who are astray," denoting those who
unknowingly leave Allah’s path.
o Explanation by Scholars:
o Ibn Kathir: Describes “al-maghdubi” as those who know Allah’s guidance but
willfully disregard it, and “ad-dalleen” as those who stray unknowingly.
o Al-Qurtubi: Explains that the verse is a supplication to avoid the errors of
those who have incurred Allah’s wrath or strayed out of ignorance.
o Ibn 'Ashur: Emphasizes that both groups serve as warnings to believers,
urging awareness of the straight path.
o Ar-Razi: Elaborates on the distinction between deliberate disobedience and
ignorant deviation, noting how both paths harm the believer.
o Al-Alusi: Views this as a prayer for protection against internal and external
causes of misguidance.
o Theological and Spiritual Reflection:
o Theology: Reminds that only Allah can shield against deliberate disobedience
and unintentional misguidance.
o Spirituality: Encourages believers to remain humble and to continuously seek
guidance to avoid deviating from Allah’s way.
o Impact on Daily Life:
o Believers are warned against falling into arrogance or ignorance and are
encouraged to constantly evaluate their faith and actions against Allah’s
guidance.

3.1.3 Summary and Connections
Summary of Surah Al-Fatiha

Surah Al-Fatiha, also known as "The Opening," serves as the introduction to the Quran and
contains the essence of Islamic faith. This surah provides a summary of the major themes of
the Quran: belief in the oneness of Allah (tawhid), reliance on His guidance, and the call to
follow the straight path. Al-Fatiha begins with a hymn of praise for Allah, acknowledges His
mercy and justice, and concludes with a supplication for guidance and protection against
misguidance. The surah encourages believers to praise Allah, worship Him alone, and seek
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help and guidance exclusively from Him.

The surah emphasizes three fundamental relationships: that of the believer with Allah, with
personal faith, and with the rest of creation. By recognizing Allah’s sovereignty and His role
as the sole source of guidance, Al-Fatiha urges the believer to cultivate a conscious and
exclusive bond with Allah.

Reflection on the Relationship with Other Surahs

Surah Al-Fatiha serves as an introduction to the Quran, summarizing the themes that are
elaborated on throughout the book. The praise and acknowledgment of Allah’s sovereignty at
the beginning of the Quran, as expressed in Al-Fatiha, is repeated and further explored in the
rest of the Quran. The central supplication for guidance (ihdina s-siratal mustageem) is
elaborated upon in the following surahs through the various guidelines, stories, and laws that
Allah has given to humanity.

Relationship with Immediate Successive Surahs

Al-Fatiha is positioned at the very start of the Quran, followed by Surah Al-Baqarah. The
supplication for guidance in Al-Fatiha receives an immediate response in Al-Bagarah, which
begins with the words: “This is the Book, in which there is no doubt, a guidance for the God-
conscious.” This transition emphasizes that the Quran itself is the answer to the supplication
in Al-Fatiha. The straight path requested by the believer in Al-Fatiha is further explained in
the subsequent verses and surahs.

Connection Between the Verses of Al-Fatiha

The verses of Al-Fatiha are thematically and logically connected. The surah begins with
praise for Allah and His attributes as Lord and Merciful. It then reminds us of the Day of
Judgment, instilling a sense of responsibility and seriousness. This is followed by the
acknowledgment of Allah as the only true source of help, laying the foundation for the
supplication to be guided on the straight path. The verses are structured to first prompt the
believer to reflect on Allah’s attributes, then His judgment, and finally the necessity of His
guidance to lead a successful and righteous life.

This structure reinforces Al-Fatiha’s purpose as a daily renewal of devotion to Allah, a
request for guidance, and a reminder of the ultimate destination that awaits us all.
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3.2 Surah An-Nas

3.2.1 Introduction to Surah An-Nas

Name and Meaning

The name "An-Nas" means "the people," emphasizing that this surah is directed at all of
humanity. It is also called the "Surah of Mankind" because of the repetition of the word
"people" in each verse, highlighting its universal relevance.

Place and Time of Revelation

Surah An-Nas is a Meccan surah, meaning it was revealed during the early period of Islam
when the Prophet (peace be upon him) was still in Mecca. The Meccan revelation emphasizes
the call to pure faith in Allah and reliance on His protection, especially during a time of
hostility and persecution for the Muslim community.

Reason for Revelation (Asbab an-Nuzul)

According to various narrations, Surah An-Nas was revealed as part of the "Mu'awwidhatayn"
(the two surahs of protection), along with Surah Al-Falaq, to protect the Prophet (peace be
upon him) and the believers from evil influences and hostile forces. The surah was often
recited by the Prophet (peace be upon him) as a supplication for protection against the
temptations of Shaytaan and other subtle evils.

Theme and Main Topics

Surah An-Nas focuses on seeking protection with Allah from the evil influences of Shaytaan
and negative impacts on the heart. It highlights Allah as the Lord, King, and God of humanity
and calls for complete dependence on Him for protection. The surah addresses the concept of
inner evil manifesting in temptations, negative thoughts, and subtle influences that can lead
people away from the straight path.

3.2.2 Verses of Surah An-Nas
Verse 1: "q&éﬁ\ Q) g8 Jan (Qul a'udhu birabbi-n-naas)
""Say: I seek refuge with the Lord of mankind."

e Word Analysis:

o Qul (25'3): "Say," a direct command from Allah to the Prophet (peace be upon
him) and an invitation for believers to repeat.

o A'udhu (3s2)): "I seek refuge," implying recognition of dependence on Allah
for protection.

o Rabb (&)): "Lord" or "Sustainer," referring to Allah as the protector and
caretaker of all that exists.

o An-Naas (3): "Mankind," referring to humanity in general, for whom Allah
is the ultimate protector.
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