








THE TREASURE OF
GENGHIS KHAN

Storyline and image conception: Jacques Ortet

Initial sketches of images : Assiya Morris

Drawings and colouring of the characters : Arnold Berssenbrugge

Drawings and colouring of the backgrounds : Robert van Luijk



Acknowledgements

The book you are about to read took about eighteen months to be created.

I thank all the contributors without whom this book could not have seen the 

light of day. There is insufficient space here to list them all. I apologize to those 

who are not mentioned below.

A big thank you :

To Dinara and Narkes Orazbayeva for their indispensable cultural advice in 

relation to this book. I am also indebted to them for its translation into Russian.

To Julie Ortet for her energy and precious collaboration from the first draft to 

the printing of the book.

To Assiya Morris for her patience and creativity in transcribing my script and 

picture concept into sketches.

To Arnold Berssenbrugge and Robert Van Luijk, talented students at the Utrecht 

University of Arts, who accomplished the enormous task of converting sketches 

into the final colourful version of the characters and backgrounds.

To the Alliance Française of Astana for their support and enthusiasm for the 

project.

To Paul Boswell and James Benn for editing the English version.

To Dennis Faase for the translation into Dutch .

Jacques Ortet

The characters and situations featuring in this book are purely fictitious; 

consequently, any resemblance to real persons, living or dead, is purely 

fortuitous.

ISBN: 9789465313696 

Dépôt légal: novembre 2018

Copyright Jacques Ortet, 2018

Website: JakandBil.com – webmaster: Julie Ortet

The adventure of an adventure … 



Amsterdam, the KLM 
Airbus A330 is taking off, 

destination Almaty in 
Kazakhstan.

THE TREASURE OF

GENGHIS KHAN

Jak is sent on a mission to Kazakhstan to photograph art objects illustrating the history and culture of the country.

This country is huge! It’s nearly 10 
times the size of the UK!... But with a 

population of about 18 million people, 
less than a third of the UK’s!...

Oooh!... I like it, a lot of land 
for so few people… It must be 

a real paradise for birds…

… and Kazakhstan was part 
of the empire of Genghis 

Khan in the XIIIth century!…

He was the founder of the Mongol 
empire… the greatest empire of all 

time... a political and military 
genius   it                       seems, this 

Genghis                         Khan…

Well, he 
certainly 
had long 

reach, 
your 

“Ginger 
crane”.

Who is this 
“Ginger can”?

It also seems that no one knows where he 
is buried… nor where are the treasures 

accumulated during his conquests…
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7 hours later…

DING-DONG…
“Ladies and 

gentlemen, we have 
started our descent, 
would you please…”

I must call the 
boss upon 
landing!

I think we are attracting attention… 
We’d better sleep a little…

What do they 
know about 

this treasure?

We’ve booked a hotel in 
town where we are due 

to meet with a 
representative from the 

Ministry of Culture.

Jak… I’m hungry 
and I feel sleepy…

Bil, don’t start, please!!! 
We’re landing shortly…

Aha… here’s my bag… come 
on Bil, let’s take a taxi…

‘Allo… yes… yes 
boss, I’ll take care 

of him…

Here’s my card, allow me to 
introduce myself: Arman 

Fraudayev, collector…

Good morning sir, welcome to 
Kazakhstan! You are tourists, I guess?

No, we’re here on 
business, I’m a 
photographer…

I am Jak and this is Bil, my 
companion, nice to meet you. 

Err… sure… why not? 
Our hotel is in the city 

centre…

My driver is waiting for 
me, shall I give you a 

lift to your hotel?

This “Arman… maniac”
doesn’t look right to me…

Please get in, you’ll 
be at your hotel in 

30 minutes…
I’m just a photographer. 

Who are you?… 

Hands up! And don’t try anything 
stupid. What did you come here for?…
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