








BY TOM MELSEN

Aftermath (2021)

Not To Be Chained To The Unstable Sky (2025)



The Onion Did
Not Make Me Cry






THE ONION
DID NOT
MAKE ME

CRY

And Other Poems For Children and Grown-Ups

TOM MELSEN



Copyright (c) 2026 by Tom Melsen
All rights reserved.
Published in the Netherlands by Brave New Books B.V.

Names: Melsen, Tom, author.
Title: The Onion Did Not Make Me Cry/ Poems For Children And Grown Ups
Description: First Edition Amsterdam, [2026]
Subjects: Poetry, Short Stories
Ebook available through Brave New Books

Printed in The Netherlands

FIRST EDITION

Book design by Tom Melsen









Introduction

Dear reader,

Here is my first poetry book for children.
Well... that’s how I started writing it, anyway. Somewhere along the
way, it turned into something that may just as well be for adults too.

So perhaps it’s fairest to call it a book of poems for everyone.

Many of these poems carry more meaning than what first appears on
the page. Hopefully they grow with you and, over time, quietly reveal

themselves in different ways.

I had an incredible time writing this collection. I loved building
these poems and weaving fantasy and imagination into them. As I
mentioned, I originally set out to create a book of small stories for
children, but soon the poems began to take shape instead. So I let go

of the original plan and followed what felt right.

The result became a book that touches on many parts of life: from
playful and silly poems to quieter, more melancholic ones, for both

young and old.

The poems in this book can be read in multiple ways, and that is one
of the reasons I'm most pleased with how it turned out. I hope this
book can sometimes make you laugh, and at other times maybe even

make you cry.
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And if it does make you cry... please tell people it was the onion.
Thank you for your support.

Much love, Tom Melsen
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